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jy  upauuBDie  muua  cioi  Tiller. 

A  blood  clot  filter  which  is  particularly  suited  for  filter- 
ng  emboli  from  blood  circulating  through  the  inferior  vena 
:ava.  The  filter  is  comprised  of  a  number  of  strands  of  shape 
nemory  wire  which  are  interconnected  and  wadded  togeth- 
sr  to  form  a  curly  wire  mesh  (10).  The  wire  strands  may  be 
iubstantially  straightened  in  order  to  permit  insertion  of  the 
ilter  within  the  lumen  of  an  angiography  catheter  (40).  The 
ilter  includes  a  number  of  projections  (24)  which  serve  as 
in  anchoring  means  for  anchoring  the  filter  at  a  suitable 
iody  location  within  the  inferior  vena  cava  (65).  One  of  the 
trands  of  wire  includes  a  zig-zag  which  permits  the  attach- 
nent  of  the  filter  to  the  stretched  distal  end  of  a  helically 
armed  wire  guide  (36),  thereby  permitting  the  filter  to  be 
irged  longitudinally  through  the  lumen  of  the  catheter  (40) 
3r  positioning  within  the  inferior  vena  cava.  In  order  to 
nplant  the  filter,  a  percutaneous  catheterization  is  made 
ising  a  femoral  approach.  Once  inside  the  inferior  vena 
ava,  the  filter  is  pushed  out  of  the  catheter  using  the  wire 
tuide.  The  filter  automatically  expands  to  fill  the  passage- 
/ay  of  the  inferior  vena  cava  without  causing  substantial 
cclusion  thereof. 
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U  LAI  mo  INCURRING  F c c S  

i  ne  present  turopean  patent  application  comprised  at  tne  time  of  filing  more  than  ten  claims. 

j  j  All  claims  fees  have  been  paid  within  the  prescribed  time  limit.  The  present  Ei 
drawn  uo  for  all  claims. 
nu  kiauio  icea  uavo  ueen  paiu  wiumi  ints  prescnoea  time  limit,  i  ne  present  turopean  search  report  has  been 
drawn  up  for  all  claims. 

u  winy  pan  01  me  cia  ms  rees  nave  oeen  paia  wunin  tne  preserved  time  limit  The  present  European  search 
report  has  been  drawn  up  for  the  first  ten  claims  and  for  those  claims  for  which  claims  fees  have  been  paid. 
namely  claims: 

J  j  no  claims  fees  have  been  paid  with;n  the  prescribed  time  limit.  The  present  European  search  report  has  been 
drawn  up  forthe  first  ten  claims. 

<j  LAUK,  UP  UNITY  OF  INVENTION 
...»  v...  .̂..a.u,,  uouaiuers,  mai  me  present  turopean  patent  application  does  not  comply  with  the  requirement  of  unity  of 
nvention  and  relates  to  several  inventions  or  groups  of  inventions, 
lamely: 

1.  C l a i m s   1 - 1 2 .  

2.  C l a i m s   1 3 - 1 6 .  

J  

□  

9«>ui  icca  nave  oeen  paia  wimin  tne  nxea  time  limit.  The  present  European  search  report  has 
seen  drawn  up  fo  all  claims. 

Dnly  part  of  the  further  search  fees  have  been  paid  within  the  fixed  time  limit.  The  present  European  search 
eport  has  been  drawn  up  for  those  parts  of  the  European  patent  application  which  relate  to  the  inventions  in 
espect  of  which  search  fees  have  been  paid, 

lamely  claims: 

@ione  of  the  further  search  fees  has  been  paid  within  the  fixed  time  limit.  The  present  European  search  report 
las  been  drawn  up  for  those  parts  of  the  European  patent  application  which  relate  to  the  invention  first 
nentioned  in  the  claims, 

lamely  claims:  1—12 
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