
J  

Europaisches  Patentamt 

European  Patent  Office  @  Publication  number:  0 1 2 1   4 7 5  
A ?  

Office  europeen  des  brevets 

©  EUROPEAN  PATENT  APPLICATION 

@  Application  number:  84400636.1  ®  Int.  CI.4:  A  61  B  1 7 / 1 2 . A 6 1 B   1 7 / 3 2  

@  Date  of  filing:  29.03.84 

@)  Priority:  30.03.83  US  480436  ®  Applicant:  United  States  Surgical  Corporation, 
17.08.83  US  524078  150  Glover  Avenue,  Norwalk  Connecticut  06850  (US) 
12.01.84  US  570213 

©  Date  of  publication  of  application  :  1  0.1  0.84 
Bulletin  84/41 

(72)  Inventor:  Green,  David  T.,  251  Wolfpit  Avenue,  Norwalk 
Connecticut  06851  (US) 

@  Designated  Contracting  States  :  AT  BE  CH  FR  IT  LI  NL 
SE 

@)  Date  of  deferred  publication  of  search  ®  Representative:  Martin,  Jean-Jacques  etal,  Cabinet 
report  :  05.03.86  Bulletin  86/1  0  REGIMBEAU  26,  Avenue  Kleber,  F-751  1  6  Paris  (FR) 

<  

CM 

@)  Method  and  apparatus  for  surgical  occluding  and  cutting. 

@  In  surgical  instrument  (10)  for  ligating  and  dividing  a 
tubular  vessel  (28).  The  instrument  (10)  has  two  spaced 
apart  channels  (24),  each  containing  surgical  ligatures  of 
plastic  or  plastic-like  material.  A  pusher  mechanism  asso- 
ciated  with  each  of  the  channels  (24)  advances  the  ligatures 
along  the  channels  (24).  A  cutting  mechanism  intermediate 
the  two  channels  (24)  is  used  to  divide  the  tubular  vessel 
(28).  An  actuating  mechanism  is  connected  to  the  pusher 
mechanism  and  to  the  cutting  mechanism  for  initiating 
operation  thereof.  A  sub-housing  (94)  is  associated  with 
each  of  the  channels  (24)  and  is  movable  with  respect  to  the 
ligatures  and  with  respect  to  the  cutting  mechanism.  Liga- 
tures  are  placed  at  two  spaced  apart  positions  of  the  tubular 
vessel  (28)  to  effect  ligation.  The  vessel  (28)  is  divided 
intermediate  the  spaced  apart  ligatures  while  the  vessel 
(28)  is  advanced  so  as  to  facilitate  ejection  of  the  ligatures 
and  prevent  stretching  of  the  tissue. 
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