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piercing  member  so  as  to  pierce  the  ear  and  engage  the  re- 
taining  device;  and  removing  the  support  from  said  device. 
There  is  also  provided  a  pack  (20)  for  use  in  the  method,  in- 
cluding  a  novel  form  of  holder  (21)  for  the  ear-piercing 
member  and  retaining  device. 



T h i s   i n v e n t i o n   r e l a t e s   to   a  m e t h o d   of   a f f i x i n g   to   a n  

e a r   an  e a r - p i e r c i n g   member   and  to   d e v i c e s   f o r   u s e  

in   t h a t   m e t h o d .   The  i n v e n t i o n   r e l a t e s   p a r t i c u l a r l y ,  

t h o u g h   n o t   e x c l u s i v e l y ,   to   t h e   a f f i x i n g   in   a  h u m a n  

e a r   of  an  e a r   s t u d .  

A  c o n v e n t i o n a l   m e t h o d   of   i n s e r t i n g   i n t o   a  h u m a n  

e a r   l o b e   a  s t u d   or   o t h e r   e a r - p i e r c i n g   member   i s   b y  

means   of  a  p r o j e c t o r   of  'a  p i s t o l - t y p e ,   f o r   e x a m p l e  

a  p r o j e c t o r   h a v i n g   a  p l u n g e r   to   e n g a g e   t h e   s t u d ,  

p r o p u l s i o n   means   to   p r o p e l   t h e   p l u n g e r ,   means   to   r e s t r a i n  

t h e   p l u n g e r   a g a i n s t   t h e   p r o p u l s i o n   means   and  a  t r i g g e r  

by  w h i c h   t h e   u s e r   c an   r e l e a s e   t h e   r e s t r a i n i n g   m e a n s  

and  a l l o w   t h e '   p l u n g e r   and  t h e   s t u d   c a r r i e d   t h e r e b y  

to  be  p r o p e l l e d   a g a i n s t   t h e   e a r   l o b e .   As  e a r - p i e r c i n g  

c o m m o n l y   r e s u l t s   in   one  or   two  d r o p s   of  b l o o d   b e i n g  

r e l e a s e d   f r o m   t h e   e a r   l o b e ,   u s e   of  t h i s   c o n v e n t i o n a l  

m e t h o d   v e r y   o f t e n   r e s u l t s   i n   t r a c e s   of  b l o o d   b e i n g  

d e p o s i t e d   on  t h o s e   s u r f a c e s   of  t h e   p r o j e c t o r   w h i c h  

come  i n t o   c o n t a c t   w i t h   t h e   e a r   l o b e   d u r i n g   t h e   p i e r c i n g  

o p e r a t i o n .   A l t h o u g h   r i g o r o u s   w a s h i n g   of  t h e   p r o j e c t o r  

a f t e r   an  e a r - p i e r c i n g   o p e r a t i o n   c an   s o m e t i m e s   r e m o v e  



a l l   t r a c e s   o f   b l o o d   t h i s   i s   n o t   a l w a y s   t h e   c a s e .   Even   m o r e  

s e r i o u s   i s   t h e   f a c t   t h a t   i n   p r a c t i c e   t h e   i n s t r u m e n t  

i s   n o t   a l w a y s   w a s h e d   t h o r o u g h l y ,   and  t r a c e s   of   b l o o d  

r e m a i n   on  i t   b e t w e e n   one  e a r - p i e r c i n g   and   t h e   n e x t .  

In   c o n s e q u e n c e ,   t h e r e   i s   a  s u b s t a n t i a l   r i s k   of   i n f e c t i o n  

b e i n g   t r a n s m i t t e d   f r o m   one  p e r s o n   to   a n o t h e r   w h e n  

u s i n g   t h e   c o n v e n t i o n a l   m e t h o d   of   e a r - p i e r c i n g .  

T h e r e   has   now  b e e n   d e v i s e d ,   a c c o r d i n g   to   t h e   p r e s e n t  

i n v e n t i o n ,   an  i m p r o v e d   m e t h o d   o f   e a r - p i e r c i n g   by  m e a n s  

of   w h i c h   t h e   d i s a d v a n t a g e  r e f e r r e d   t o   a b o v e   c an   b e  

a v o i d e d .  

A c c o r d i n g l y ,   i n   a  f i r s t   a s p e c t   t h e   i n v e n t i o n   p r o v i d e s  

a  m e t h o d   of   a f f i x i n g   i n   an  e a r   an  e a r - p i e r c i n g   m e m b e r ,  

w h i c h   c o m p r i s e s :  

p r e s e n t i n g   s a i d   member   a d j a c e n t   one   s i d e   of   t h e  

e a r ;  

h o l d i n g   a d j a c e n t   t h e   o t h e r   s i d e   o f   t h e   e a r   a  r e t a i n i n g  

d e v i c e   f o r   s a i d   m e m b e r ,   t h e   d e v i c e   b e i n g   s u p p o r t e d  

by  a  d i s p o s a b l e   s u p p o r t ;  

p r o j e c t i n g   t h e   e a r - p i e r c i n g   member   a g a i n s t   s a i d  

one   s i d e   of   t h e   e a r   w i t h   s u f f i c i e n t   f o r c e   to   c a u s e  

s a i d   member   to   p i e r c e   t h e   e a r   and  e n g a g e   t h e   r e t a i n i n g  



d e v i c e ;  

and  r e m o v i n g   t h e   s u p p o r t   f r o m   s a i d   d e v i c e .  

In  a  s e c o n d   a s p e c t   t h e   i n v e n t i o n   p r o v i d e s   a  p a c k  

f o r   u s e   i n   t h e   m e t h o d   o f  t h e   f i r s t   a s p e c t   o f  t h e   i n v e n t i o n  

t h e   p a c k   c o m p r i s i n g :  

an  e a r - p i e r c i n g   m e m b e r ,   a  r e t a i n i n g   d e v i c e   f o r  

r e t a i n i n g   t h e   e a r - p i e r c i n g   member   i n  p l a c e   in   an  e a r ;  

and  a  h o l d e r   f o r   t h e   r e t a i n i n g   d e v i c e ,   s a i d   h o l d e r  

b e i n g   a d a p t e d   to   c o n s t i t u t e   t h e   d i s p o s a b l e   s u p p o r t  

of  t h e   m e t h o d   of   t h e   f i r s t   a s p e c t   pf   t h e   i n v e n t i o n ,  

and  t h e   r e t a i n i n g   d e v i c e   b e i n g   h e l d   by  t h e   h o l d e r  

so  t h a t   t h e   h o l d e r   can   be  u s e d   as  t h e   d i s p o s a b l e   s u p p o r t  

in   t h e   m e t h o d   of   t h e   f i r s t   a s p e c t   of   t h e   i n v e n t i o n  

w i t h o u t   r e - a r r a n g e m e n t   o f   s a i d   d e v i c e   w i t h   r e s p e c t  

to   t h e   h o l d e r .  

The  h o l d e r   c o n v e n i e n t l y   a l s o   h o l d s   t h e   e a r - p i e r c i n g  

member   i n   s u c h   a  way  t h a t   s a i d   member   c an   be  l o a d e d  

in   a  p r o j e c t o r   w i t h o u t   m a n u a l   c o n t a c t   w i t h   s a i d   m e m b e r .  

T h e r e   i s   now  d e s c r i b e d ,   by  way  of   e x a m p l e   a n d  

w i t h   r e f e r e n c e   to   t h e   a c c o m p a n y i n g   i n f o r m a l   d r a w i n g s ,  

a  m e t h o d   of  a f f i x i n g   in   a  human  e a r   an  e a r   s t u d ,   a c c o r d i n g  

to  an  e m b o d i m e n t   of  t h e   f i r s t   a s p e c t   of   t h e   i n v e n t i o n  



and   a  p a c k   c o m p r i s i n g   an  e a r   s t u d ,   b a c k   c l a s p  

and   h o l d e r   t h e r e f o r ,   a c c o r d i n g   to   an  e m b o d i m e n t   o f  

t h e   s e c o n d   a s p e c t   of   t h e   i n v e n t i o n .  

In   t h e   d r a w i n g s :  

FIGURE  1  i s   a  p e r s p e c t i v e   v i e w   of   t h e   p a c k ;  

FIGURE  2  i s   a  f r o n t   e l e v a t i o n   of   t h e   h o l d e r ;  

FIGURE  3  i s   a  c r o s s   s e c t i o n   on  t h e   l i n e   I I I -  

I I I   o f   F i g u r e   2 ;  

FIGURE  4  i s   a  r e a r   e l e v a t i o n   of   t h e   h o l d e r ;  

FIGURE  5  i s   a  t o p   p l a n   v i e w   of   t h e   h o l d e r ;  

FIGURE  6  i s   a  b o t t o m   p l a n   v i e w   of  t h e   h o l d e r ;  

F I G U R E   7  i s   a  f r o n t ,   e l e v a t i o n   of  a  c o v e r   f o r  

t h e '   r e - a c t i o n   m e m b e r   of   a  p r o j e c t o r   f o r   t h e  

e a r - p i e r c i n g   m e m b e r ;  

FIGURE  8  i s   a  c r o s s   s e c t i o n   on  t h e   l i n e   V I I I -  

V I I I   of   F i g u r e   7 ;  

FIGURE  9  i s   a  t o p   p l a n   v i e w   of   t h e   c o v e r ;  

a n d  

FIGURES  10  and   11  a r e   r e s p e c t i v e l y   a  f r o n t  

e l e v a t i o n   and   s i d e   e l e v a t i o n   ( p a r t l y   in   s e c t i o n )  

of   an  a l t e r n a t i v e   c o v e r   f o r   t h e   r e a c t i o n   m e m b e r .  

S h e e t   4  of   t h e   d r a w i n g s   c o m p r i s e s   s k e t c h e s  

i l l u s t r a t i n g   t h e   s e v e r a l   s t a g e s   o r   s t e p s   of   t h e   e m b o d i -  

men t   of   t h e   m e t h o d   of   t h e   i n v e n t i o n   w i t h   r e f e r e n c e  

to  t h e   u s e   of   a  p r o j e c t o r   of   t h e   p i s t o l - t y p e   f o r  

t h e   s t u d .  



With   r e f e r e n c e   to   F i g u r e   1  t h e   p a c k   c o m p r i s e s  

a  s e a l e d   c o n t a i n e r   20  of   t r a n s p a r e n t   p l a s t i c s   m a t e r i a l  

c o n t a i n i n g   a  d i s p o s a b l e   s u p p o r t   21  on  w h i c h   t h e r e  

i s   m o u n t e d   a  s t u d   e a r - p i e r c i n g   member   22  and   a  b a c k  

c l a s p   23  a d a p t e d   to   e n g a g e   t h e   l e a d i n g   end  of   t h e  

s t u d   22,  and  a   d i s p o s a b l e   c o v e r   24  t h e   p u r p o s e   o f  

w h i c h   i s   d e s c r i b e d   b e l o w .  

The  d i s p o s a b l e   s u p p o r t   21  i s   shown  i n   g r e a t e r  

d e t a i l   i n   F i g u r e s   2  to   6 ;   and  t h e   d i s p o s a b l e   c o v e r  

24  i s   shown  in   g r e a t e r   d e t a i l   i n   F i g u r e s   7  to   9 .  

I t   w i l l  b e   s e e n   f r o m   t h e   d r a w i n g s   t h a t   h o l d e r / d i s p o s a b l e  

s u p p o r t   21  has   a  n o t c h   30  ( F i g u r e s   5  and  6)  p r o v i d i n g  

t h e   means   of   h o l d i n g   t h e   s t u d   22  in   p o s i t i o n   on  t h e  

s u p p o r t   21,  t h a t   t h e   s l o t   31  p r o v i d e s   t h e   means   o f  

h o l d i n g   t h e   b a c k   c l a s p   23  in   p o s i t i o n   on  t h e   s u p p o r t  

and  t h a t   t h e   t o n g u e   32  a c t s   as  a  s p r i n g   to   p r e v e n t  

a c c i d e n t a l   d i s p l a c e m e n t   of  t h e   b a c k   c l a s p   f r o m   s l o t  

31.  The  a r c h e d   r e - e n t r a n t   33  in   s u p p o r t   21  p r o v i d e s  

a  means   of   e n g a g e m e n t   w i t h   an  e x t e n s i o n   member   o f  

a  p i s t o l - t y p e   p r o j e c t o r   f o r   t h e   s t u d ,   as  i s   d e s c r i b e d  

b e l o w .  



T h e r e   i s   now  d e s c r i b e d ,   w i t h   r e f e r e n c e   to   s h e e t   4  o f  

t h e   a c c o m p a n y i n g   d r a w i n g s   an  e m b o d i m e n t   of   t h e   m e t h o d  

of   t h e   i n v e n t i o n .   In   t h i s  

m e t h o d   e m b o d i m e n t   t h e r e   i s   u s e d   as   p r o j e c t o r   f o r  

t h e   e a r - p i e r c i n g   s t u d   a  p r o j e c t o r   of   t h e   p i s t o l - t y p e  

t h e   m u z z l e   end   o f   w h i c h   i s   shown  i n   t h e   d r a w i n g s   o f  

s h e e t   4.  The  r e m a i n d e r   of   t h e   p r o j e c t o r   ( n o t   s h o w n  

on  s h e e t   4)  c o m p r i s e s   a  p i s t o l   g r i p   h a n d l e   a n d ,   a t  

t h e   r e a r w a r d   end  of   t h e   p r o j e c t o r   p l u n g e r ,   an  e n l a r g e m e n t  

t h e r e o f   by  means   of   w h i c h   t h e  _ p l u n g e r   c a n   be  c o c k e d .  

t h e s e   f e a t u r e s   of   t h e   r e m a i n d e r   of   t h e   p r o j e c t o r   c an   be  o f  

t h e   t y p e   f o u n d   i n   c o n v e n t i o n a l   p i s t o l - t y p e   p r o j e c t o r s   f o r  

e a r - p i e r c i n g .  

The  f o l l o w i n g   s t e p s   of   t h e   m e t h o d   e m b o d i m e n t   a r e  

n u m b e r e d   u s i n g   t h e   n u m b e r s   shown  on  s h e e t   4  of   t h e  

d r a w i n g s .  

STEP  1  

The  e a r   l o b e   to   be  p i e r c e d   i s   c l e a n s e d   w i t h   a n  

a n t i s e p t i c .  

STEP  2  

The  s t e r i l e   p a c k   i s   o p e n e d   and   t h e r e   i s   r e m o v e d  

t h e r e f r o m   t h e   d i s p o s a b l e   c o v e r   2 4 .  

STEP  3  

The  d i s p o s a b l e   c o v e r   24  i s   e n g a g e d   w i t h   t h e   r e -  



a c t i o n   member   of  t h e   p r o j e c t o r   so  t h a t   t h e   hood   p o r t i o n   o f  

t h e   c o v e r   e n g a g e s   t h e   u p p e r   c u r v e d   s u r f a c e   of  t h e  

r e - a c t i o n   member   and  t h e   p l a t e - l i k e   p o r t i o n   of   t h e  

c o v e r   t h e r e b y   c o v e r s   t h e   f r o n t   f a c e   of  t h e   r e - a c t i o n  

m e m b e r .  

S T E P  4  

W i t h   t h e   d i s p o s a b l e   c o v e r   in   p l a c e   on  t h e   r e - a c t i o n  

member   and  t h e   p r o j e c t o r   in   i t s   u n c o c k e d   s t a t e d ,   t h e  

d i s p o s a b l e   s u p p o r t   i s   p r e s e n t e d   to   t h e   l u g   a t   t h e  

f o r w a r d   end  of  t h e   p r o j e c t o r   p l u n g e r   and   t h e   h e a d  

of   t h e   s t u d ,   w h i c h   i s   a  c l o s e   p u s h   f i t   w i t h   an  i n t e r n a l  

b o r e   in   t h e   p l u n g e r ,   i s   e n g a g e d  t h e r e w i t h   by  m a n u a l  

p r e s u r e   on  t h e   d i s p o s a b l e   s u p p o r t .  

STEP  5 

By  a  m a n u a l   t w i s t i n g   m o t i o n   of   t h e   s u p p o r t   2 1  

t h e   s t u d   i s   d e t a c h e d   t h e r e f r o m   w i t h o u t   i t s   h e a d   b e i n g  

d i s p l a c e d   f r o m   t h e   b o r e   of  t h e   p l u n g e r .   The  s u p p o r t  

i s   t h e n   p r e s e n t e d   to   t h e   l u g   or   l o c a t e r   and  t h e   a r c h e d  

r e - e n t r a n t   33  i s   e n g a g e d   w i t h   t h e   l u g   t h e r e b y   m o u n t i n g  

s u p p o r t   21  so  t h a t   t h e   b a c k   c l a s p   h e l d   t h e r e i n   c o m e s  

i n t o   a l i g n m e n t   w i t h   t h e  l e a d i n g   end  of   t h e   s t u d   2 2 .  



S T E P  6  

The  p r o j e c t o r   i s   t h e n   c o c k e d   by  m a n u a l   w i t h d r a w a l   o f  

t h e   p l u n g e r   a g a i n s t   t h e   s p r i n g   o r   o t h e r   p r o p e l l i n g   m e a n s  

of   t h e   p r o j e c t o r .  

S T E P  7  

The  c o c k e d   p r o j e c t o r   i s   t h e n   p r e s e n t e d   to   t h e  

e a r   l o b e   to   be  p i e r c e d   s o   t h a t   t h e   l o b e   e n t e r s   t h e  

gap   d e f i n e d   by  t h e   f o r w a r d   f a c i n g   s u r f a c e   of   t h e   d i s p o s -  

a b l e   c o v e r   2 4   and   t h e   r e a r w a r d   f a c i n g   s u r f a c e   of   s u p p o r t  

21.   R e a r w a r d   p r e s s u r e   on  t h e   p r o j e c t o r   t r i g g e r   c a u s e s  

t h e   l u g   to   be  d r a w n   b a c k w a r d s   u n t i l   t h e   e a r   l o b e   i s  

s a n d w i c h e d   b e t w e e n   t h e   s u p p o r t   21  and  d i s p o s a b l e   c o v e r  

24.   F u r t h e r   b a c k w a r d   p r e s s u r e   on  t h e   t r i g g e r   c a u s e s  

t h e   p l u n g e r   to   be  r e l e a s e d   and  i n s t a n t l y   to   p l u n g e  

f o r w a r d   u n d e r   t h e   i n f l u e n c e   of   t h e   p r o p e l l i n g   m e a n s  

c a r r y i n g   w i t h   i t   t h e   s t u d   w h o s e   l e a d i n g   p o i n t e d   e n d  

p i e r c e s   t h e   e a r   l o b e   and  e n g a g e s   w i t h   t h e   c e n t r a l l y  

l o c a t e d   a p e r t u r e   i n   t h e   b a c k   c l a s p .   P r e s s u r e   on  t h e  

t r i g g e r   i s   t h e n   r e l e a s e d   a l l o w i n g   t h e   l u g   and  t h e  

s u p p o r t   m o u n t e d   t h e r e o n   to   move  f o r w a r d   and  r e l e a s e  

t h e   e a r   l o b e .  

S T E P  8  

The  s u p p o r t   21  and   c o v e r   24  a r e   t h e n   r e m o v e d   f r o m  

t h e   p r o j e c t o r   and   d i s p o s e d   o f   l e a v i n g   t h e   p r o j e c t o r  



r e a d y   f o r   t h e   n e x t   p i e r c i n g .   Any  d r o p   of   b l o o d   e m e r g i n g  

f rom  t h e   e a r   l o b e   d u r i n g   t h e   p i e r c i n g   i s   p r e v e n t e d   f r o m  

c o n t a c t   w i t h   t h e   l u g   and  r e - a c t i o n   member   of  t h e   p r o j e c t o r  

by  means   of   t h e   d i s p o s a b l e   s u p p o r t   2  1   and  d i s p o s a b l e   c o v e r  

24,  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  

A l t h o u g h   t h e   i n v e n t i o n   h a s b e e n   d e s c r i b e d   w i t h  

r e f e r e n c e   to   t h e   p i e r c i n g   of   human  e a r s ,   i t   i s   a p p l i c a b l e  

a l s o   to  a f f i x i n g   e a r - p i e r c i n g   m e m b e r s   t o   e a r s   of   m a m m a l s  

and  o t h e r   a n i m a l s .  



1.  A  m e t h o d   of   a f f i x i n g   i n   an  e a r   an  e a r - p i e r c i n g  

m e m b e r ,   w h i c h   c o m p r i s e s :  

p r e s e n t i n g   s a i d   member   a d j a c e n t   one   s i d e   o f  

t h e   e a r ;  

h o l d i n g   a d j a c e n t   t h e   o t h e r   s i d e   of   t h e   e a r  

a  r e t a i n i n g   d e v i c e   f o r   s a i d   m e m b e r ,   t h e   d e v i c e   b e i n g  

s u p p o r t e d   by  a  d i s p o s a b l e   s u p p o r t ;  

p r o j e c t i n g   t h e   e a r - p i e r c i n g   member   a g a i n s t  

s a i d   one   s i d e   of   t h e   e a r   w i t h   s u f f i c i e n t   f o r c e   t o  

c a u s e   s a i d   member   to   p i e r c e   t h e   e a r   and   e n g a g e   t h e  

r e t a i n i n g   d e v i c e ;  

and   r e m o v i n g  t h e   s u p p o r t   f r o m   s a i d   d e v i c e .  

2.  A  m e t h o d   a c c o r d i n g   to   C l a i m   1,  i n   w h i c h   t h e  

e a r - p i e r c i n g   member   i s   p r o j e c t e d   a g a i n s t   t h e   e a r  

by  means   of   a  h a n d - h e l d   p i s t o l   or   o t h e r   p r o j e c t o r .  

3.  A  m e t h o d   a c c o r d i n g   to   C l a i m   2,  i n   w h i c h   s a i d  

s u p p o r t   i s   h e l d   by  an  e x t e n s i o n   of   t h e   p r o j e c t o r .  

4.  A  m e t h o d   a c c o r d i n g   to  C l a i m   2  or   3,  in   w h i c h  

t h e   p r o j e c t o r   i n c l u d e s   a  r e a c t i o n   member   and   m e a n s  

to   h o l d  t h e   e a r   g r i p p e d   b e t w e e n   t h e   s u p p o r t   and  t h e  

r e a c t i o n   member   as  t h e   e a r - p i e r c i n g   member   i s   p r o j e c t e d .  

5.  A  m e t h o d   a c c o r d i n g   to   any   of   t h e   p r e c e d i n g   c l a i m s ,  

i n   w h i c h   t h e   r e a c t i o n   member   i s   p r o v i d e d   w i t h   a  d i s p o s a b l e  

c o v e r   to   p r e v e n t   t h e   r e a c t i o n   member   f r o m   c o n t a c t i n g   t h e  

e a r .  



6.  A  m e t h o d   a c c o r d i n g   to  any  of  t h e   p r e c e d i n g   c l a i m s ,  

in   w h i c h   t h e   e a r   i s   a  human  e a r .  

7.  A  m e t h o d   a c c o r d i n g   to   C l a i m   1,  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  

as  d e s c r i b e d   h e r e i n   w i t h   r e f e r e n c e  t o   t h e   a c c o m p a n y i n g  

d r a w i n g s .  

8.  A  p a c k   f o r   u s e   in   t h e   m e t h o f   of  C l a i m   1,  t h e  

p a c k   c o m p r i s i n g :  

an  e a r - p i e r c i n g   m e m b e r ;  

a  r e t a i n i n g   d e v i c e   f o r   r e t a i n i n g   t h e   e a r - p i e r c i n g  

member   in   p l a c e   in   an  e a r ;  

and  a  h o l d e r   f o r   t h e   r e t a i n i n g   d e v i c e ,   s a i d  

h o l d e r   b e i n g   a d a p t e d   to  c o n s t i t u t e   t h e   d i s p o s a b l e   s u p p o r t  

of  t h e   m e t h o d   of  c l a i m  l , a n d   t h e   r e t a i n i n g   d e v i c e   b e i n g  

h e l d   by  t h e   h o l d e r   so  t h a t   t h e   h o l d e r   c an   be  u s e d   a s  

t h e   d i s p o s a b l e   s u p p o r t   in   t h a t   m e t h o d   w i t h o u t   r e - a r r a n g e -  

men t   of  s a i d   d e v i c e   w i t h   r e s p e c t   to  t h e   h o l d e r .  

9.  A  p a c k   a c c o r d i n g   to  C l a i m   8,  in   w h i c h   t h e   h o l d e r  

a l s o   h o l d s   an  e a r - p i e r c i n g   member   s u i t a b l e   f o r   r e t e n t i o n  

by  s a i d   r e t a i n i n g   d e v i c e ,   t h e   h o l d e r   and  t h e   r e t a i n i n g  

d e v i c e   b e i n g   s u c h   t h a t   when  t h e   e a r - p i e r c i n g   m e m b e r  

has   b e e n   r e m o v e d   f r o m   t h e   h o l d e r   t h e   h o l d e r   can   b e  

u s e d   as  t h e   d i s p o s a b l e   s u p p o r t   in   t h e   m e t h o d   of   C l a i m  

1,  w i t h o u t   r e - a r r a n g e m e n t   of   s a i d   d e v i c e   w i t h   r e s p e c t  

to  t h e   h o l d e r .  



10.  A  p a c k   a c c o r d i n g   to   C l a i m   8  or   9,  i n   w h i c h  

t h e   r e t a i n i n g   d e v i c e   c o m p r i s e s   a  b a c k   c l a s p   i n c l u d i n g  

an  a p e r t u r e   to   r e c e i v e   t h e   l e a d i n g   p o i n t e d   end  o f  

a n  e a r - p i e r c i n g   m e m b e r , .  t h e   h o l d e r   c o m p r i s e s   a  p l a t e  

h a v i n g   f o r m e d   i n   a  f i r s t   e d g e   t h e r e o f   a  r e c e s s   r e l e a s a b l y  

to   h o l d   t h e   r e t a i n i n g   d e v i c e   w h i l e   e x p o s i n g   s a i d  

a p e r t u r e   and   h a v i n g   f o r m e d   i n   a  s e c o n d   e d g e  

a  r e - e n t r a n t   by  means   of  w h i c h  

t h e   h o l d e r   c an   be  e n g a g e d   w i t h   a  l u g   or   o t h e r   e x t e n s i o n  

member   of   a  p i s t o l - t y p e   p r o j e c t o r ,   and  means   r e l e a s a b l y  

to   h o l d   t h e   e a r - p i e r c i n g   member   p r i o r   to   u s e   t h e r e o f .  

11 .   A  p a c k   a c c o r d i n g   to   C l a i m 1 0 ,   i n   w h i c h   t h e   m e a n s  

r e l e a s a b l y   to   h o l d   t h e   e a r - p i e r c i n g   member   c o m p r i s e s  

a  f l a n g e   o u t s t a n d i n g   f r o m   t h e   p l a t e   a n d  h a v i n g   f o r m e d  

t h e r e i n   a  n o t c h   to   e n g a g e   t h e   s h a n k   of   t h e   e a r - p i e r c i n g  

m e m b e r ,   w h e r e b y   s a i d   member   i s   h e l d   w i t h   t h e   s h a n k  

s u b s t a n t i a l l y   p a r a l l e l   to   t h e   p l a t e .  

1 2 .   A  p a c k   a c c o r d i n g   to   C l a i m   1 0  o r  1 1 ,   in   w h i c h  

t h e   p l a t e   i s   an  e l o n g a t e   s u b s t a n t i a l l y   r e c t a n g u l a r  

p l a t e   of   m o l d e d   p l a s t i c s   m a t e r i a l ,   s a i d   r e c e s s   e x t e n d s  

t h r o u g h   t h e   t h i c k n e s s   of   t h e   p l a t e   and  i s   f o r m e d  

w i t h   two  l a t e r a l   r e b a t e s   e x t e n d i n g   l o n g i t u d i n a l l y  

of   t h e   r e c e s s   and   t h e   p l a t e   h a s ,   m o l d e d   i n t e g r a l l y  

t h e r e w i t h ,   a  r e s i l i e n t   t o n g u e   to   h o l d   t h e   r e t a i n i n g  



d e v i c e   i n   p l a c e  i n   t h e   r e c e s s .  

13.  A  p a c k   a c c o r d i n g   to   C l a i m   8,  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  

as  d e s c r i b e d   h e r e i n   w i t h   r e f e r e n c e   to   t h e   a c c o m p a n y i n g  

d r a w i n g s .  

14.  A  p a c k   f o r   u s e   i n   t h e   m e t h o d   of  C l a i m   1,  s u b s t a n -  

t a i l l y   as  shown  in   F i g u r e   1  of  t h e   a c c o m p a n y i n g   d r a w i n g s .  

15.  A  h o l d e r   f o r   u s e   i n  t h e   m e t h o d   o f   C l a i m   1  o r  

i n   t h e   p a c k   of  C l a i m   8,  w h i c h   c o m p r i s e s   a  p l a t e   h a v i n g  

f o r m e d   in   a  f i r s t   edge   t h e r e o f   a  r e c e s s   r e l e a s a b l y  

to  h o l d   a  r e t a i n i n g   d e v i c e   c o m p r i s i n g  a   b a c k   c l a s p  

i n c l u d i n g   an  a p e r t u r e   to  r e c e i v e   t h e   l e a d i n g   p o i n t e d  

end  of  t h e   e a r - p i e r c i n g   member   w h i l e   e x p o s i n g   s a i d  

a p e r t u r e   and  h a v i n g   f o r m e d   in   a  s e c o n d   e d g e ,   o p p o s e d  

to  s a i d   f i r s t   e d g e ,   a  r e - e n t r a n t   by  means   of   w h i c h  

t h e   h o l d e r   can   be  e n g a g e d   w i t h   a  l u g   o r   o t h e r   e n t e n s i o n  

member   of  a  p i s t o l - t y p e   p r o j e c t o r   and  means   r e l e a s a b l y  

to  h o l d   t h e   e a r - p i e r c i n g   member   p r i o r  t o   u s e   t h e r e o f .  

16.  A  h o l d e r   a c c o r d i n g  t o   C l a i m   15,   s u b s t a n t i a l l y  

as  d e s c r i b e d   h e r e i n   w i t h   r e f e r e n c e   to   t h e   a c c o m p a n y i n g  

d r a w i n g s .  

17.   A  h o l d e r   a c c o r d i n g   to  C l a i m   15,  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  

as  d e s c r i b e d   h e r e i n   and  s u b s t a n t i a l l y   as  shown  i n  

F i g u r e s   2  to   6  of  t h e   a c c o m p a n y i n g   d r a w i n g s .  
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