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©  Rapid  start  fluorescent  lamp  with  a  bimetal  electrode  disconnect  switch 
©  A  rapid  start  fluorescent  lamp  having  a  glass  envelope 
(5)  with  a  phosphor  coated  inner  surface  (7),  a  low  pressure noble  gas  fill  and  an  electrode  (21)  at  each  end  includes  an 
electrode  disconnect  switch  (23)  having  a  bimetal  switch  (31) 
with  a  glass  bottle  (25)  and  normally  closed  at  room  tem- 
perature  and  open  at  higher  temperatures.  The  bottle  is  main- 
tained  at  vacuum  or  is  filled  with  a  noble  gas  and  the  bimetal 
switch  has  a  meltable  bypass  (33)  electrically  conductive 
member  shunted  thereacross  during  manufacture  of  the 
lamp  and  removable  thereafter. 
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