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T h e   desking  system  comprises  a top  member (2)  provid- 
ing  a  horizontal  work  surface  and  which  is  supported  on  p a i r  
of  support  means  (3)  one  at  each  end.  Each  support  means  (3) 
comprises  a  pair  of  spaced  parallel  upright  members  (4)  con- 
nected  to  the  top  member  and  arranged  so  that  the  space 
between  the  upright  members  (4)  is  aligned  with  an  access 
opening  (6) in  the  top  member.  A  cable  receiving  member (9) 
is  slidably  engageable  between  the  upright  members  (4)  and 
is  placed  in  position  after  the  desking  unit  has  been  fully 
assembled  by  insertion  into  the  space  between  the  upright 
members  (4)  through  the  access  opening  (6).  The  access 
opening  (6)  is  provided  with  a  closure  member  (7)  which 
defines  with  the  opening  (6)  apertures  (8)  through  which  cabl- 
ing  can  extend  from  the  cable  receiving  member  onto  the 
work  surface  of  the  top  member  (2).  The  cable  receiving 
member (9)  provides  laterally  open  elongate  channels  (12)  for 
receiving  cabling, the  channel  being  closable  by  panels  (15). 



The  p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n   r e l a t e s   to   i m p r o v e m e n t s  

i n   d e s k i n g   s y s t e m s   and   p a r t i c u l a r l y   to   d e s k i n g   s y s t e m s  

a d a p t e d   to   a c c o m m o d a t e   c a b l i n g ,   f o r   e x a m p l e   e l e c t r i c   o r  

t e l e p h o n e   c a b l i n g ,   e x t e n d i n g   on  to   t h e   s u r f a c e   o f   t h e  

d e s k i n g   u n i t .   By  d e s k i n g   u n i t   and  d e s k i n g   s y s t e m   i s  

m e a n t   any   a r t i c l e   w h i c h   p r o v i d e s   a  w o r k   s u r f a c e .  

A c c o r d i n g   to  one  a s p e c t   o f   t h e   p r e s e n t  

i n v e n t i o n ,   t h e r e   i s   p r o v i d e d   a  d e s k i n g   s y s t e m   c o m p r i s i n g  

a  t o p   member  p r o v i d i n g   a  work   s u r f a c e ,   s u p p o r t   m e a n s   f o r  

s u p p o r t i n g   t h e   t o p   member   on  t h e   g r o u n d ,   t h e   s u p p o r t  

m e a n s   c o m p r i s i n g   a  p a i r   of   s p a c e d   p a r a l l e l   u p r i g h t  

m e m b e r s   e x t e n d i n g   b e t w e e n   t h e   t o p   member  and  t h e   g r o u n d ,  

and   m e a n s   f i x i n g   t h e   u p r i g h t   m e m b e r s   r e l a t i v e   t o   t h e   t o p  

m e m b e r ,   a c c e s s   means   i n   t h e   t o p   member  a l i g n e d   w i t h   t h e  

s p a c e   b e t w e e n   t h e   u p r i g h t   m e m b e r s   f o r   p r o v i d i n g   a c c e s s   t o  

t h e   s a i d   s p a c e ,   c a b l e   r e c e i v i n g   means   f o r   s l i d a b l e  

e n g a g e m e n t   b e t w e e n   t h e   u p r i g h t   m e m b e r s ,   f o r   r e c e i v i n g  

c a b l i n g   e x t e n d i n g   b e t w e e n   t h e   g r o u n d   and  t he   w o r k  

s u r f a c e ,   and  i n t r o d u c e a b l e   i n t o   t h e   s a i d   s p a c e   t h r o u g h   t h e  

a c c e s s   means   i n   t h e   t o p   m e m b e r ,   and  c l o s u r e   m e a n s   f o r  

c l o s i n g   t h e   a c c e s s   means   and   p r o v i d i n g   a p e r t u r e s   f o r  

c a b l i n g   e x t e n d i n g   t h e r e t h r o u g h   on  to   t he   work   s u r f a c e .  

A d v a n t a g e o u s l y   t h e   a c c e s s   means   i s   p r o v i d e d   b y  

an  o p e n i n g   i n   t h e   work   s u r f a c e   and   t h e   c l o s u r e   m e a n s   i s  

r e m o v a b l y   l o c a t e d   in   t h e   o p e n i n g .  



The  u p r i g h t   m e m b e r s   may  t e r m i n a t e   a t   t h e i r  
l o w e r   e n d s   i n   a  t r a n s v e r s e   f o o t   member   t o   w h i c h   t h e  
l o w e r   e n d s   of   t h e   m e m b e r s   a r e   f i x e d .   At  t h e i r   u p p e r  
e n d s ,   t h e   m e m b e r s   may  be  l a t e r a l l y   c o n n e c t e d   to   e a c h  

o t h e r   a n d   to   m e a n s   c o n n e c t i n g   t h e m   to  t h e   t o p   m e m b e r .  

The  t o p   member   may  be  s u p p o r t e d   on  t h e   g r o u n d  

by  two   s a i d   s u p p o r t   m e a n s   e a c h   o f   w h i c h   i s   a s s o c i a t e d  

w i t h   an   a c c e s s   means   i n   t h e   t o p   m e m b e r ,   a t   l e a s t   one  o f  

t h e   s u p p o r t   means   b e i n g   p r o v i d e d   w i t h   t h e   c a b l e  

r e c e i v i n g   m e a n s .  

The  c a b l e   r e c e i v i n g   m e a n s   may  c o m p r i s e   a n  

e l o n g a t e   member   w h i c h   e x t e n d s   f o r   s u b s t a n t i a l l y   t h e   f u l l  

e x t e n t   o f   t h e   u p r i g h t   m e m b e r s   and   d e f i n e s   a t   l e a s t   o n e  

l a t e r a l l y   open   c h a n n e l   f o r   c a b l i n g .   The  l a t e r a l -  

o p e n i n g   of   t h e   c h a n n e l   may  be   c l o s a b l e   by  a  p a n e l   w h i c h  

i s   r e l e a s a b l y   e n g a g e a b l e   w i t h   t h e   c a b l e   r e c e i v i n g  

m e m b e r .  

A d v a n t a g e o u s l y ,   t h e   c a b l e   r e c e i v i n g   member   i s  

g e n e r a l l y   I - s h a p e d   p r o v i d i n g   two  o p p o s i t e l y   o p e n i n g  

c h a n n e l s .   The  c r o s s - b a r s   or   end  member s   o f   t h e   I  a r e  

a d v a n t a g e o u s l y   p r o v i d e d   w i t h   r e s i l i e n t   m e a n s   w h i c h  

e n g a g e ,   a n d   p o s i t i v e l y   l o c a t e   t h e   c a b l e   r e c e i v i n g   m e m b e r  

r e l a t i v e   to  t h e   u p r i g h t   m e m b e r s .  

E m b o d i m e n t s   a c c o r d i n g   to   t h e   p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n  

w i l l   now  be  d e s c r i b e d ,   by  way  of   e x a m p l e   o n l y ,   w i t h  

r e f e r e n c e   to   t h e   a c c o m p a n y i n g   d r a w i n g s ,   i n   w h i c h :  

F i g u r e   1  i s   a  p e r s p e c t i v e   v i e w   of   an  e m b o d i m e n t  

of   d e s k i n g   u n i t   a c c o r d i n g   t o   t h e   p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n ;  

F i g u r e   2  i s   a  s e c t i o n   on  t h e   l i n e   I I - I I   o f  

F i g u r e   1 ;  

F i g u r e   3  i s   a  p a r t   e l e v a t i o n a l   p a r t   s e c t i o n a l  

v i e w   o f   a  f o o t   member  shown  i n   F i g u r e   1 ;  

F i g u r e   4  i s   a  p l a n   v i e w   of  a  p a r t   o f   t h e   t o p  

m e m b e r   o f   t h e   d e s k i n g   u n i t   o f   F i g u r e   1  s h o w i n g   t h e   a c c e s s  

m e a n s   w i t h   t h e   c l o s u r e   m e a n s   r e m o v e d ;  



F i g u r e   5  i s   a  p l a n   v i e w   of   t h e   c l o s u r e   m e a n s  

f o r   c l o s i n g   t h e   a c c e s s   means   shown   in   F i g u r e   4 ;  

F i g u r e   6  i s   a  s e c t i o n   on  t h e   l i n e   V I - V I   o f  

F i g u r e   5 ;  

F i g u r e   7  i s   an  end  e l e v a t i o n   of   t h e   d e s k i n g  

u n i t   s h o w n   in   F i g u r e   1 ;  

F i g u r e   8  i s   a  p l a n   v i e w   of  a  s u p p o r t   means   o f  

t h e   u n i t   of  F i g u r e   1  w i t h   t h e   t o p   member   r e m o v e d ;  

F i g u r e   9  i s   a  s e c t i o n   on  t h e   l i n e   I X - I X   o f  

F i g u r e   8 ;  

F i g u r e   10  i s   a  p a r t   s e c t i o n a l   p a r t   e l e v a t i o n a l  

v i e w   of   a  c o m p o n e n t   of  t h e   s u p p o r t   means   shown  i n  

F i g u r e   8 ;  

F i g u r e   11  i s   a  d i a g r a m m a t i c   p l a n   v i e w - o f   t h e  

u n i t   of   F i g u r e   1  w i t h   an  a s s o c i a t e d   d e s k i n g   u n i t ;  

F i g u r e s   12  and  13  show  m o d i f i c a t i o n s   of   t h e  

u n i t   of   F i g u r e   1  and  a s s o c i a t e d   u n i t s ;  

F i g u r e   14  i s   a  s e c t i o n   on  t h e   l i n e   XIV-XIV  o f  

F i g u r e   4;  a n d  

F i g u r e   15  i s   a  s e c t i o n   on  t h e   l i n e   XV-XV  o f  

F i g u r e s   4  and  5 .  

As  shown  in   F i g u r e s   1  and  2  of   t h e   d r a w i n g s ,  

a  d e s k i n g   u n i t   1  c o m p r i s e s   a  g e n e r a l l y   r e c t a n g u l a r   t o p  

member   2  p r o v i d i n g   the  w o r k   s u r f a c e   and   w h i c h   i s  

s u p p o r t e d   on  two  s u p p o r t   m e a n s   3,  one  a t   or  a d j a c e n t  

e a c h   e n d .   Each  s u p p o r t   m e a n s   3  c o m p r i s e s   a  p a i r   o f  

p a r a l l e l   s p a c e d   u p r i g h t   m e m b e r s   4,  w h i c h   may  h a v e   a n y  
s u i t a b l e   a r c u a t e   o r  p o l y g o n a l   s e c t i o n ,   and   as  shown  a r e  

c i r c u l a r   in   s e c t i o n   and  p r o v i d e d   by  h o l l o w   m e t a l   t u b e s .  

The  l o w e r   ends   of  t he   p a i r s   of   u p r i g h t   m e m b e r s   4  a r e  

c o n n e c t e d   t o g e t h e r ,   as  s h o w n ,   by  a  t r a n s v e r s e l y   e x t e n d i n g  

f o o t   member   5,  s h o w   i n   more   d e t a i l   i n   F i g u r e   3,  w h i c h  

may  f o r   e x a m p l e   be  m o u l d e d   of   a  s u i t a b l e   p l a s t i c s  

m a t e r i a l .   At  t h e i r   u p p e r   e n d s ,   t h e   p a i r s   of   m e m b e r s   4 

a r e   a l s o   c o n n e c t e d   t o g e t h e r ,   as  w i l l   be  d e s c r i b e d   h e r e -  



a f t e r ,   and   to   t h e   u n d e r s i d e   o f   t h e   t o p   member   2 .  

I n c r e a s i n g l y ,   t h e r e   i s   a  n e e d   to   a c c o m m o d a t e  

t e l e p h o n e   and  e l e c t r i c   c a b l i n g   e x t e n d i n g   t o   t h e   w o r k  

s u r f a c e   as   u n o b t r u s i v e l y   as   p o s s i b l e .   F o r   t h i s  

p u r p o s e ,   t h e   t o p   member   2  i s   p r o v i d e d   w i t h   a t   l e a s t   o n e  

a c c e s s   m e a n s ,   as   shown   an  a c c e s s   o p e n i n g   6  ( F i g u r e s   1 

a n d   4)  w h i c h   i s   a l i g n e d   w i t h   t h e   s p a c e   b e t w e e n   t h e  

u p r i g h t   m e m b e r s  4   of   a t   l e a s t   one   s u p p o r t   m e a n s   3.  As  

s h o w n ,   an  o p e n i n g   6  i s   p r o v i d e d   i n   r e s p e c t   of  e a c h  

s u p p o r t   m e a n s   3.  The  o p e n i n g   6  i s   c l o s a b l e   by  a  

c l o s u r e   member   7  ( F i g u r e s   1  and   5 ) .   As  shown   i n   F i g u r e  

5,  t h e   c l o s u r e   member   7  d e f i n e s   w i t h   t h e   o p e n i n g   6  

a p e r t u r e s   8  t h r o u g h   w h i c h   c a b l i n g   can   e x t e n d .   Where   a n  

a c c e s s   o p e n i n g   6  i s   n o t   u s e d   f o r   t h i s   p u r p o s e ,   i t   m a y  
be  f u l l y   c l o s e d   by  a  c l o s u r e   member   w h i c h   c o m p l e t e l y  

c l o s e s   o p e n i n g   6.  The  c l o s u r e   member   7  may  b e  

p o s i t i v e l y   r e t a i n e d   i n   p l a c e   w i t h i n   o p e n i n g   6 .  

A l t e r n a t i v e l y ,   as  s h o w n ,   t h e   p e r i p h e r y   of   r e c e s s   6  m a y  

be  s t e p p e d   and  t h e   p e r i p h e r y   of   c l o s u r e   member   7  may  b e  

c o r r e s p o n d i n g l y   s h a p e d ,   as  shown   i n   F i g u r e   6,  to   s e a t  

w i t h i n   t h e   o p e n i n g   6  w i t h   t h e   u p p e r   s u r f a c e   of   c l o s u r e  

m e m b e r   7  f l u s h   w i t h   t h e   w o r k   s u r f a c e .  

For   t h e   p u r p o s e   of   u n o b t r u s i v e l y   l e a d i n g  

c a b l i n g   up  to   t h e   l e v e l   o f   t o p   member   2,  a  c a b l e  

r e c e i v i n g   member   9  ( F i g u r e s   2  and  4)  i s   s l i d a b l y  

e n g a g e a b l e   b e t w e e n   t h e   u p r i g h t   m e m b e r s   4  a n d   i s   e n g a g e d  

w h e n   a n d   w h e r e   r e q u i r e d   b e t w e e n   t h e   u p r i g h t   m e m b e r s   4 ,  

a f t e r   t h e   d e s k i n g   u n i t   1  h a s   b e e n   f u l l y   a s s e m b l e d ,  

t h r o u g h   t h e   c o r r e s p o n d i n g   a c c e s s   o p e n i n g   6.  The  c a b l e  

r e c e i v i n g   member   9  c o m p r i s e s   an  e l o n g a t e   g e n e r a l l y   I -  

s e c t i o n   member   c o m p r i s i n g   end  m e m b e r s   10  and   a  t r a n s -  

v e r s e   member   11  w h i c h   t o g e t h e r   d e f i n e   two  c a b l e   r e c e i v i n g  

c h a n n e l s   12.   I t   w i l l   be  a p p r e c i a t e d   t h a t   w i t h   a  

d i f f e r e n t   f o r m a t i o n   of   member   9,  i t   may  p r o v i d e   a  s i n g l e  

c h a n n e l .   A l t e r n a t i v e l y ,   c h a n n e l s   12  may  be  s u b - d i v i d e d  



by  e l o n g a t e   m e m b e r s   p a r a l l e l   to   end  m e m b e r s   10.  T h e  

f r e e   e n d s   of  m e m b e r s   10  a r e   p r o v i d e d   w i t h   c o - p l a n a r  

f l a n g e s   13.   To  p o s i t i v e l y   e n g a g e   and  l o c a t e   member   9 

b e t w e e n   t h e   u p r i g h t   members   4,  r e s i l i e n t l y   c o m p r e s s i b l e  

s t r i p s   14,   a d v a n t a g e o u s l y   of  e l e c t r i c a l l y   i n s u l a t i n g  

m a t e r i a l ,   s u c h   as  a  s u i t a b l e   p l a s t i c s   f o a m ,   a r e   a d h e r e d  

to  t h e   o u t e r   s u r f a c e s   of  m e m b e r s   10  and  p r o v i d e d   w i t h  

s u i t a b l y   s h a p e d   s u r f a c e s   to  c o n t a c t   t h e   s u r f a c e s   o f  

m e m b e r s   4.  In   a  m o d i f i c a t i o n ,   t h e   p a i r s   of  s t r i p s   14  

may  of   c o u r s e   be  r e p l a c e d   by  a  s i n g l e   s t r i p   w i t h   a  p a r t  

c y l i n d r i c a l   or  g r o o v e d   p r o f i l e .  

The  c h a n n e l s   12  a r e   c l o s e d   by  p a n e l s   15  w h i c h  

a r e   r e l e a s a b l y   e n g a g e a b l e   w i t h   t h e   member   9  and   a r e  

d e s i g n e d   t o   be  p u t   i n   p o s i t i o n   and  r e m o v e d   f o l l o w i n g  

i n s t a l l a t i o n   o f   t h e   member  9.  C o n v e n i e n t l y ,   t h e   p a n e l s  

15  a r e   made  of   s t e e l   and  a r e   h e l d   in   p l a c e   by  m a g n e t i c  

a t t r a c t i o n .   To  t h i s   e n d ,   t h e   o u t e r   f a c e s   of  f l a n g e s   13  

a r e   p r o v i d e d   w i t h   m a g n e t i c   s t r i p s   16,  f o r   e x a m p l e   i n   t h e  

f o r m   of  a  m a g n e t i c   s e l f   a d h e s i v e   t a p e   as  s o l d   by  3M 

u n d e r   t h e   T r a d e   Mark  PLASTIFORM.  I t   w i l l   h o w e v e r   b e  

a p p r e c i a t e d   t h a t   o t h e r   means   may  be  e m p l o y e d   f o r  

r e l e a s a b l y   e n g a g i n g   t h e   p a n e l s   15  w i t h   t h e   member   9 .  

In   u s e ,   w i t h   t h e   d e s k i n g   u n i t   f u l l y   a s s e m b l e d  

and  a  member   9  i n t r o d u c e d   i n t o   one   s u p p o r t   means   3,  t h e  

c a b l i n g   i s   g e n e r a l l y   t h e n   i n t r o d u c e d   i n t o   b o t h   c h a n n e l s  

12  f r o m   one  s i d e   of  t h e   s u p p o r t   means   3,  p r e f e r a b l y   t h e  

i n n e r   s i d e   f o r   f u l l   c o n c e a l m e n t .   The  member   9  p r e f e r a b l y  

e x t e n d s   t h e   f u l l   l e n g t h   of   t h e   u p r i g h t   4  b e t w e e n   t h e  

f o o t   member   5  and  t h e   u n d e r s i d e   of   t h e   t o p   member   2.  T o  

p e r m i t   a c c e s s   to   b o t h   c h a n n e l s   12  f r o m   one  s i d e   of   t h e  

s u p p o r t   means   3,  as  shown  in   F i g u r e   7,  t h e   t r a n s v e r s e  

member   11  i s   c u t   away  a t   i t s   l o w e r   end  to   p r o v i d e   a n  

a c c e s s   17  b e t w e e n   t h e   c h a n n e l s   12.  A  s i m i l a r   a c c e s s   18  

may  be  p r o v i d e d   by  c u t t i n g   away  member   11  a t   t h e   u p p e r  
end  of  member   9.  A d v a n t a g e o u s l y   a c c e s s   o p e n i n g s   17  a n d  



18  a n d   o p e n i n g   6  a r e   s u f f i c i e n t l y   l a r g e   t h a t   a  c o n -  
v e n t i o n a l   t h r e e - p i n   p l u g   c a n   be  p a s s e d   t h r o u g h   t h e m   s o  
t h a t   t h e   c a b l e   f o r   an  a p p l i a n c e   s i t u a t e d   on  t h e   w o r k  

s u r f a c e   and   w h i c h   h a s   a l r e a d y   b e e n   p r o v i d e d   w i t h   a  p l u g  

c a n   be  t h r e a d e d   t h r o u g h   o p e n i n g   6  and  member   9,  w i t h o u t  

t h e   n e e d   t o   r e m o v e   t h e   p l u g .  

P a n e l s   15  may  a l s o   h a v e   p o r t i o n s   c u t   away  a t  

t h e i r   l o w e r   e n d s   to   a c c o m m o d a t e   c a b l i n g   p a s s i n g   o u t   o f  

t h e   l o w e r   e n d s   of   t h e   c h a n n e l s .   They   may  be  s i m i l a r l y  

c u t   away   a t   t h e i r   u p p e r   e n d s   w h e r e   t h e   c a b l i n g   e x t e n d i n g  

up  one   s u p p o r t   m e a n s   3  i s   r e q u i r e d   to   a p p e a r   on  t h e   w o r k  

s u r f a c e   n o t   a t   t h e   a s s o c i a t e d   a c c e s s   o p e n i n g   b u t   a t  

a n o t h e r   a c c e s s   o p e n i n g   6.  U n d e r   s u c h   c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,   t h e  

c a b l i n g   i s   s u p p o r t e d   by  any   s u i t a b l e   m e a n s   on  t h e   u n d e r -  

s i d e   o f   t h e   t o p   member   2  b e t w e e n   t h e   s u p p o r t   m e a n s   3  a n d  

t h e   o t h e r   a c c e s s   o p e n i n g   6.  A  p a n e l   15  i s   s h o w n   i n   d a s h -  

d o t   l i n e s   i n   F i g u r e   7  t o g e t h e r   w i t h   a l t e r n a t i v e   s h a p e s  

of   i t s   u p p e r   and   l o w e r   e n d s .  

So  as  n o t   to   o b s c u r e   t h e   p a t h   b e t w e e n   a c c e s s  

o p e n i n g   6  and  t h e   s p a c e   b e t w e e n   t h e   u p r i g h t   m e m b e r s   4 ,  

e a c h   p a i r   of   u p r i g h t   m e m b e r s   4  a r e   c o n n e c t e d   t o g e t h e r   a t  

t h e i r   u p p e r   e n d s   by  a  l a t e r a l   b r a c k e t   20  ( F i g u r e s   8  a n d  

9 ) .   To  r i g i d i f y   t h e   u p p e r   e n d s   of   t h e   m e m b e r s   4,  t h e y   a r e  

p r o v i d e d   w i t h   p l u g s   21  ( F i g u r e   1 0 ) .   F o r   c o n v e n i e n c e ,  

e a c h   p l u g   21  i s   f o r m e d   i n t e g r a l l y   w i t h   a  l a t e r a l   b r a c k e t  

22  w h i c h   i s   f i x e d   to  t h e   u n d e r   s u r f a c e   of   t o p   member   2 .  

B r a c k e t s   20  i n t e r c o n n e c t i n g   t h e   m e m b e r s  4   a r e   t h e n  

s c r e w e d   t h r o u g h   m e m b e r s   4  i n t o   t h e   p l u g s   2 1 .  

Where   r e q u i r e d ,   t h e   t o p   member  2  may  b e  

a d d i t i o n a l l y   s u p p o r t e d   by  a  beam  23  e x t e n d i n g   c e n t r a l l y  

b e t w e e n   t h e   s u p p o r t   m e a n s   3  and  t h i s   beam  i s   c o n v e n i e n t l y  

b o l t e d   a t   i t s   ends   t o   t h e   b r a c k e t s   20  and   may  be  f i x e d  

i n t e r m e d i a t e   i t s   e n d s   to   t h e   t op   member  2.  The   beam  2 3  

may  c a r r y   t r a n s v e r s e   s u p p o r t   m e m b e r s   24  ( F i g u r e   1 1 ) .  

W h i l e   as   shown   i n   F i g u r e   1,  t h e   d e s k i n g   u n i t   i s  



p r o v i d e d   w i t h   two  a c c e s s   o p e n i n g s   6  e a c h   a s s o c i a t e d   w i t h  

a  s u p p o r t   means   3,  a  d e s k i n g   u n i t   1'  may  be  p r o v i d e d   w i t h  

o n l y   one  a c c e s s   o p e n i n g   6,  as  s h o w n   i n   F i g u r e   11.  S u c h  

a  u n i t   1'  may  be  s u p p o r t e d   by  two  s u p p o r t   means   3  b u t  

a s s o c i a t e d   w i t h   a  d e s k i n g   u n i t   1,  f o r   e x a m p l e   as  a n  

e x t e n s i o n   t h e r e o f .   I t   w i l l   a l s o   be  a p p r e c i a t e d   t h a t   t h e  

t o p   member   2  of  t h e   d e s k i n g   u n i t   1  n e e d   n o t   be  r e c t a n g u l a r  

b u t   may  h a v e   a  v a r i e t y   of  d i f f e r e n t   s h a p e s .   For   e x a m p l e ,  

as  shown  i n   F i g u r e s   12  and  13,  a  d e s k i n g   u n i t   1 " ,   m a y  

h a v e   a  t r i a n g u l a r   end  a d d e d   on  to   a  b a s i c   r e c t a n g l e .  

Such   a  d e s k i n g   u n i t   i "   may,  f o r   e x a m p l e ,   be  a s s o c i a t e d  

w i t h   a  r e c t a n g u l a r   u n i t   s i m i l a r   to   u n i t   1'  of   F i g u r e   1 1 ,  

as  shown  i n   F i g u r e   12,  o r  w i t h   a  d e s k i n g   u n i t   of  t h e   s a m e  

s h a p e ,   as  shown   i n   F i g u r e   1 3 .   W i t h   t h e   a r r a n g e m e n t   o f  

F i g u r e   12,  o n l y   t h r e e   s u p p o r t   m e a n s   3  may  be  p r o v i d e d ,  

e a c h   a s s o c i a t e d   w i t h   an  a c c e s s   o p e n i n g   6,  t h e   beam  2 3  

u n d e r l y i n g   t h e   t o p   member  of  u n i t   1'  e x t e n d i n g   b e t w e e n  

t h e   s u p p o r t   m e a n s   3  at   t he   f r e e   end   of   u n i t   1'  and  b e i n g  

c o n n e c t e d   to   t h e   s u p p o r t   means   3  a t   t h e   a d j a c e n t   end  o f  

u n i t   1 " ,   w h i c h   i s   p r o v i d e d   w i t h   an  a p p r o p r i a t e l y  

a r r a n g e d   b r a c k e t   26  ( F i g u r e   8)  w h i c h   i s   b o l t e d   to  one  o f  

t h e   two  u p r i g h t   m e m b e r s   4.  A  s i m i l a r   a r r a n g e m e n t   c an   b e  

u s e d   i n   t h e   a r r a n g e m e n t   of  F i g u r e   13  to   p r o v i d e   a  b e a m  

b e t w e e n   t h e   a d j a c e n t   s u p p o r t   means   3  of  t h e   two  u n i t s  

1 " .  

The  t o p   members   2  of  t h e   a b o v e   d e s c r i b e d  

e m b o d i m e n t s ,   may  be  made  of  any  s u i t a b l e   m a t e r i a l .   F o r  

e x a m p l e   t h e y   may  be  made  of  c h i p b o a r d   p r o v i d e d   w i t h  

s u i t a b l e   f a c i n g   l a m i n a t e s   and  a  p e r i p h e r a l   e d g i n g   s t r i p .  

The  o p e n i n g   6  may  be  f o r m e d   by  c r e a t i n g   o p e n i n g s   i n   t h e  

c h i p b o a r d   and  p r o v i d i n g   them  w i t h   s u i t a b l e   e d g i n g   s t r i p s .  

P r e f e r a b l y   t h e   member s   2  a r e   m a d e ,   as  shown  i n   F i g u r e s  
14  and  15,  of  c h i p b o a r d   30  p r o v i d e d   w i t h   s u r f a c e  

l a m i n a t e s   31  and  32  and  an  edge  s t r i p   33  w h i c h   i s  

i n t e g r a l l y   m o u l d e d   on  to   t h e   l a m i n a t e d   c h i p b o a r d .   W i t h  



s u c h   an  a r r a n g e m e n t ,   w h e r e   an  a c c e s s   o p e n i n g   6  i s  

p r o v i d e d   a d j a c e n t   an  edge   of  t h e   member   2  ( F i g u r e   4 )  

t h e   c h i p b o a r d   i s   c u t   away  i n   t h e   a r e a   of   t h e   a c c e s s  

o p e n i n g   and   t h e   o p e n i n g   i s   d e f i n e d   by  a  m o u l d i n g  

i n t e g r a l   w i t h   t h e   e d g e   s t r i p   33 .   To  s t r e n g t h e n   t h e  

m o u l d e d   f r a m e   o f   t h e   a c c e s s   o p e n i n g   a  b a r   35  o f   w o o d  

or  m e t a l   may  be  s c r e w e d   to   t h e   edge   of  t h e   c h i p b o a r d  

a d j a c e n t   t h e   a c c e s s   o p e n i n g   6  and   s p a n n i n g   t h e   o p e n i n g  

6.  W h e r e   t h e   o p e n i n g   6  i s   p r o v i d e d   w i t h i n   t h e   b o d y   o f  

t h e   t o p   member   2,  as  f o r   e x a m p l e   i n   t h e   u n i t   1"  o f  

F i g u r e s   12  a n d   13,  an  o p e n i n g   i s   f o r m e d   w i t h i n   t h e   c h i p -  

b o a r d   a n d   p r o v i d e d   w i t h   an  i n t e g r a l l y   m o u l d e d   f r a m e .  

F o r   t h e   p u r p o s e  o f   s u p p o r t i n g   a  t a b l e   l i g h t  o r  

l e c t e r n   on  t o p   member   2,  w h e r e   t h e   t a b l e   l i g h t   o r  

l e c t e r n   i s   p r o v i d e d   w i t h   a  m o u n t i n g   s h a f t ,   one   or   m o r e  

h o l e s   40  may  be  p r o v i d e d   i n   t h e   c l o s u r e   member   7  a n d  

a l i g n e d   w i t h   a  h o l e   41  i n   a  r e s p e c t i v e   p l u g   21 .   H o l e s  

40,   41  may  be  r e i n f o r c e d   by  a  s u i t a b l y   s h a p e d   t u b u l a r  

p l a s t i c   i n s e r t   ( n o t   s h o w n ) .  



1.  A  d e s k i n g   s y s t e m   c o m p r i s i n g   a  t o p   member   ( 2 )  

p r o v i d i n g   a  work   s u r f a c e ,   s u p p o r t  m e a n s  ( 3 )   f o r   s u p p o r t i n g  

t h e   t o p   member   on  t h e   g r o u n d ,   t h e   s u p p o r t   m e a n s   c o m p r i s i n g  

a  p a i r   of  s p a c e d   p a r a l l e l   u p r i g h t   m e m b e r s   (4)  e x t e n d i n g  

b e t w e e n   t h e   t o p   member   (2)  and  t h e   g r o u n d ,   and  m e a n s  

f i x i n g   t h e   u p r i g h t   m e m b e r s   r e l a t i v e   t o   t h e   t o p   m e m b e r ,  

c h a r a c t e r i s e d   in   t h a t   a c c e s s   m e a n s   (6)   a r e   p r o v i d e d   i n  

t h e   t o p   member   (2)   a l i g n e d   w i t h   t h e   s p a c e   b e t w e e n   t h e  

u p r i g h t   m e m b e r s   f o r   p r o v i d i n g   a c c e s s   to   t h e   s a i d   s p a c e ,  
c a b l e   r e c e i v i n g   means   (9)  a r e   p r o v i d e d   f o r   s l i d a b l e  

e n g a g e m e n t   b e t w e e n   t h e   u p r i g h t   m e m b e r s   ( 4 ) ,   f o r  

r e c e i v i n g   c a b l i n g   e x t e n d i n g   b e t w e e n   t h e   g r o u n d   and  t h e  

work   s u r f a c e ,   and  a r e   i n t r o d u c e a b l e   i n t o   t h e   s a i d   s p a c e  

t h r o u g h   t h e   a c c e s s   means   (6)   in  t h e   t o p   member   ( 2 ) ,  

and  c l o s u r e   m e a n s   (7)  a r e   p r o v i d e d   f o r   c l o s i n g   t h e  

a c c e s s   m e a n s   and  p r o v i d i n g   a p e r t u r e s   (8)  f o r   c a b l i n g  

e x t e n d i n g   t h e r e t h r o u g h   o n t o   t h e   work   s u r f a c e .  

2.  A  d e s k i n g   s y s t e m   as  c l a i m e d   in   c l a i m   1 ,  

c h a r a c t e r i s e d   in   t h a t   t h e   a c c e s s   m e a n s   (6)  i s  p r o v i d e d  

by  an  o p e n i n g   in   t h e   t o p   member   ( 2 )   and  t h e   c l o s u r e  

m e a n s   (7)  i s   r e m o v a b l y   l o c a t e d   in   t h e   o p e n i n g .  

3.  A  d e s k i n g   s y s t e m   as  c l a i m e d   in  e i t h e r   c l a i m   1 

or  c l a i m   2,  c h a r a c t e r i s e d   in   t h a t   t h e   u p r i g h t   m e m b e r s   ( 4 )  

t e r m i n a t e   a t   t h e i r   l o w e r   e n d s   in   a  t r a n s v e r s e   f o o t   (5)   t o  

w h i c h   t h e   l o w e r   e n d s   of  t h e   m e m b e r s   a r e   f i x e d .  

4.  A  d e s k i n g   s y s t e m   as  c l a i m e d   in  any  one  of  t h e  

p r e c e d i n g   c l a i m s ,   c h a r a c t e r i s e d   in   t h a t   a t   t h e i r   u p p e r  
e n d s ,   t h e   u p r i g h t   member s   (4)  a r e   l a t e r a l l y   c o n n e c t e d   t o  

e a c h   o t h e r   and  to   means   (22 )   c o n n e c t i n g   t h e m   to   t h e   t o p  
m e m b e r .  

5.  A  d e s k i n g   s y s t e m   as  c l a i m e d   in  a n y  o n e  o f   t h e  



p r e c e d i n g   c l a i m s ,   c h a r a c t e r i s e d   i n   t h a t   t h e   t o p   member   ( 2 )  

i s   s u p p o r t e d   on  t h e   g r o u n d   by  two   s a i d   s u p p o r t   means   ( 3 ) ,  

e a c h   of   w h i c h   i s   a s s o c i a t e d   w i t h   an  a c c e s s   means   (6)  i n  

t h e   t o p   m e m b e r ,   a t   l e a s t   one  of  t h e   s u p p o r t   means   b e i n g  

p r o v i d e d   w i t h   t h e   c a b l e   r e c e i v i n g   m e a n s   ( 9 ) .  

6.  A  d e s k i n g   s y s t e m   as  c l a i m e d   in   any  one  of   t h e  

p r e c e d i n g   c l a i m s ,   w h e r e i n   t h e   or   e a c h   c a b l e   r e c e i v i n g  

m e a n s   c o m p r i s e   an  e l o n g a t e   member   (9)  w h i c h   e x t e n d s   f o r  

s u b s t a n t i a l l y   t h e   f u l l   e x t e n t   of   t h e   u p r i g h t   m e m b e r s  

and  d e f i n e s   a t   l e a s t   one  l a t e r a l l y   o p e n   c h a n n e l   ( 1 2 )  

f o r   c a b l i n g .  

7.  A  d e s k i n g   s y s t e m   as  c l a i m e d   in   c l a i m   6,  w h e r e i n  

-  t h e   l a t e r a l   o p e n i n g   of  t h e   or  e a c h   c h a n n e l   (12)   of  t h e   o r  

e a c h   c a b l e   r e c e i v i n g   means   (9)   i s   c l o s a b l e   by  a  p a n e l   ( 1 5 )  

r e l e a s a b l y   e n g a g e a b l e   t h e r e w i t h .  

8.  A  d e s k i n g   s y s t e m   as  c l a i m e d   i n   e i t h e r   c l a i m   6 

or   c l a i m   7,  w h e r e i n   t h e   or  e a c h   c a b l e   r e c e i v i n g   member   ( 9 )  

i s   g e n e r a l l y   I - s h a p e d   p r o v i d i n g   two  o p p o s i t e l y   o p e n i n g  

c h a n n e l s   ( 1 2 )   f o r   c a b l i n g .  

9.  A  d e s k i n g   s y s t e m   as  c l a i m e d   in   c l a i m   8,  w h e r e i n  

t h e   end   m e m b e r s   of   t h e   I  of   t h e   c a b l e   r e c e i v i n g   m e m b e r  

a r e   p r o v i d e d   w i t h   r e s i l i e n t   m e a n s   (14 )   by  w h i c h   t h e   c a b l e  

r e c e i v i n g   member   e n g a g e s   ( 9 ) ,   and   i s   p o s i t i v e l y   l o c a t e d  

r e l a t i v e   t o ,   t h e   u p r i g h t   m e m b e r s   ( 4 ) .  
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