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©  Toy  comet  and  method  of  making  same. 
  A  toy  comet  comprises  an  inertial  body  (1),  a  line  (2) 
secured to the  body  (1)  and the  line  from the  user  in  operation, 
and  a  light,  flexible  tail  (3)  arranged  to  trail  from  the  body 
when  the  body  is  thrown.  The  body  (1)  is  made  ofdeformable, 
resilient  material  and  has  a  diametral  hole  (4)  therethrough. 
The  line  (2)  is  secured  to  the  tail  (3)  at  a  junction  (6)  which  is 
enlarged  relative  to  the  line  (2)  and  is  larger  than  the  width  of 
the  hole  (4).  The  line  (2)  runs  along  the  hole  (4)  in  the  body  (1) 
and  is  secured  to  the  body  (1)  by  the  enlarged  junction  (6) 
wedging  in  the  hole  (4)  with  the  line  (2)  emerging  from  one 
end  of the  hole  (4)  and the tail  (3)  emerging  from the  other end 
(7)  of  the  hole  (4).  Preferably  the  body  (1)  has  a  protruding 
neck  (5)  in  the  shape  of  a  truncated  cone. 



The  p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n   r e l a t e s   to  a  t oy   c o m e t ,  

w h i c h   i n c o r p o r a t e s   an  i n e r t i a l   b o d y ,   or  m a s s  

c o n c e n t r a t i o n   e l e m e n t ,   f rom  w h i c h   a  f l e x i b l e   t a i l ,   e . g .  

one  or  more   t h i n   s t r i p s   of  a l m o s t   i n s i g n i f i c a n t   w e i g h t ,  

e m e r g e s ,   and  to   w h i c h   i s   a t t a c h e d   an  o p e r a t i n g   l i n e ,  

e . g .   a  c o r d ,   f o r   t h r o w i n g   the   b o d y .  

Toy  c o m e t s   a r e   known  w h i c h   h a v e   t h e i r   i n e r t i a l  

mass   c o n s t i t u t e d   by  a  bag ,   p r e f e r a b l y   made  of  t e x t i l e ,  

t h e   o p e n i n g   of  w h i c h   i s   c l o s e d   by  t h e   o p e r a t i n g   c o r d  

i t s e l f ,   w h i c h ,   w h e r e   i t   i s   a t t a c h e d  t o   t h e   o p e n i n g   o f  

t h e   b a g ,   a l s o   makes   t h e   c o n n e c t i o n   w i t h   t h e   t a i l   e . g .   a  

s t r i p   or  s t r i p s   w h i c h   a c t   as  a d o r n m e n t s .  

T h i s   s t r u c t u r e   made  s u c h   o b j e c t s   i n t o   p i e c e s   o f  

c r a f t s m a n s h i p   r e q u i r i n g   a  g r e a t   d e a l   of  l a b o u r ,   w h i c h  

has   p r a c t i c a l l y   c a u s e d   them  to  d i s a p p e a r   f rom  t h e  

m a r k e t .  

The  t o y   come t   p r o p o s e d   by  t h i s   i n v e n t i o n   has   b e e n  

s p e c i a l l y   c o n c e i v e d   and  d e s i g n e d   to  a l l o w   i t   to  b e  

m a s s - p r o d u c e d ,   w i t h   low  l a b o u r   n e e d s ,   and  to  be  m a d e  

c h e a p l y ,   c o n s e q u e n t l y   mak ing   i t   e a s i l y   a c c e s s i b l e   t o  

c h i l d r e n .  

A c c o r d i n g   to  t he   p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n   t h e r e   i s  

p r o v i d e d   a  t oy   comet   c o m p r i s i n g   an  i n e r t i a l   b o d y ,   a  

l i n e   s e c u r e d   to  t he   body  f o r   t h r o w i n g   t he   body  and  t h e  

l i n e   f rom  t h e   u s e r   in  o p e r a t i o n ,   and  a  l i g h t   f l e x i b l e  



t a i l   a r r a n g e d   to   t r a i l   f r o m   t h e   body   when  t h e   body  i s  

t h r o w n ,  

c h a r a c t e r i s e d   in  t h a t   t h e   body  i s   made  o f  

d e f o r m a b l e ,   r e s i l i e n t   m a t e r i a l   and  t he   body   has   a n  

e l o n g a t e   h o l e   t h e r e t h r o u g h ,   t h e   l i n e   b e i n g   s e c u r e d   t o  

t h e   t a i l   a t   a  j u n c t i o n   w h i c h   i s   e n l a r g e d   r e l a t i v e   t o  

t h e   l i n e   and  i s   l a r g e r   t h a n   t h e   w i d t h   of  t h e   h o l e ,   t h e  

l i n e   r u n n i n g   a l o n g   t h e   h o l e   in  t h e   body  and  b e i n g  

s e c u r e d   to  t h e   body   by  t h e   e n l a r g e d   j u n c t i o n   w e d g i n g   i n  

t h e   h o l e   w i t h   t he   l i n e   e m e r g i n g   f rom  one  end  of  t h e  

h o l e   and  t he   t a i l   e m e r g i n g   f r o m   t h e   o t h e r   end  of  t h e  

h o l e .  

P r e f e r a b l y   t h e   body   in   t h e   r e g i o n   of  t h e   s a i d   o n e  

end  i s   s h a p e d   so  as  to   a l l o w   t h e   e n l a r g e d   j u n c t i o n   t o  

e n t e r   t h e   h o l e   more  e a s i l y   t h a n   t h e   j u n c t i o n   can  p a s s  

a l o n g   t h e   h o l e   a t   i t s   m i d d l e   r e g i o n .  

In  p r e f e r r e d   f o r m s   of  t h e   i n v e n t i o n   t h e   body   has   a  

p r o j e c t i o n   f o r m i n g   a t   t h e   s a i d   one  end  of  t h e   e l o n g a t e  

h o l e   a  t a p e r e d   neck   t a p e r i n g   t o w a r d s   t h e   s a i d   one  e n d  

of  t he   h o l e ,   t he   s a i d   h o l e   p a s s i n g   t h r o u g h   t h e   t a p e r e d  

n e c k .  

C o n v e n i e n t l y   t h e   s a i d   n e c k   i s  i n   t he   s h a p e   of  a  

t r u n c a t e d   c o n e .  

Also   c o n v e n i e n t l y   t h e   s a i d   e n l a r g e d   j u n c t i o n   i s  

wedged  in  t he   e l o n g a t e   h o l e   a p p r o x i m a t e l y   a t   i t s   m i d d l e  

r e g i o n .  



P r e f e r a b l y   t h e   s a i d   e l o n g a t e   h o l e   i s   a  d i a m e t r a l  

h o l e   t h r o u g h   t h e   b o d y .  

A l s o   p r e f e r a b l y   t h e   body   i s   s u b s t a n t i a l l y  

s p h e r i c a l .  

The  i n v e n t i o n   h a s   p a r t i c u l a r   a p p l i c a t i o n   w h e r e   t h e  

t a i l   i s   f o r m e d   of  a  p l u r a l i t y   of  l i g h t ,   f l e x i b l e  

s t r e a m e r s .  

The  j u n c t o n   b e t w e e n   t h e   l i n e   and  t h e   t a i l   may  b e  

f o r m e d   in  a  number   of  d i f f e r e n t   ways ,   f o r   e x a m p l e   t h e  

j u n c t i o n   may  be  g l u e d ,   b u t   in  a  c o n v e n i e n t   f o r m   t h e  

j u n c t i o n   may  be  f o r m e d   by  a  k n o t .  

C o n s i d e r i n g   now  some  p r e f e r r e d   c o m b i n a t i o n s   o f  

f e a t u r e s   w h i c h   may  be  u s e d ,   t h e   comet   w h i c h   i s  

e n v i s a g e d   may  be  c o n s t i t u t e d   by  a  p r a c t i c a l l y   s p h e r i c a l  

b o d y ,   p r e f e r a b l y   made  of  s o l i d   r u b b e r ,   p r o v i d e d   w i t h   a  

s m a l l   d i a m e t r a l   d r i l l - h o l e   and  p r o l o n g e d   i n  

c o r r e s p o n d a n c e   w i t h   one  of  t h e   o p e n i n g s   of  s a i d  

d r i l l - h o l e   to   fo rm  a  s h o r t   n e c k   w i t h   t h e   s h a p e   of  a  

t r u n c a t e d   c o n e ,   in  w h i c h   p a r t   s a i d   body  p r o v e s   to  b e  

s o m e w h a t   more   p r o n e   to   b e i n g   d i s t o r t e d ,   f o r   t h e   r e a s o n  

wh ich   w i l l   be  e x p l a i n e d   l a t e r .  

A  g r o u p   of  t h i n   s t r i p s   of  r e l a t i v e l y   l i g h t  

m a t e r i a l ,   p r e f e r a b l y   f o r m e d   of  d i f f e r e n t   c o l o u r e d  

p l a s t i c s ,   i s   j o i n e d   t o g e t h e r   by  the   o p e r a t i n g   c o r d  

i t s e l f ,   wh ich   p a s s e s   t h r o u g h   one  end  of  e a c h   of  t h e  



s t r i p s ,   f o r m i n g   a  k n o t   of   a  d i a m e t e r   c o n s i d e r a b l y  

g r e a t e r   t h a n   t h a t   of  t h e   d r i l l - h o l e   in  t he   p i e c e   o f  

r u b b e r   w h i c h   a c t s   as  t h e   i n e r t i a l   m a s s .  

The  f r e e   end  of  t h e   c o r d   i s   t h e n   p a s s e d   t h r o u g h  

s a i d   d i a m e t r a l   d r i l l - h o l e ,   w h i c h   i s   p e r f e c t l y   f e a s i b l e  

u n t i l   s a i d   k n o t   r e a c h e s   s a i d   n e c k ,   wh ich   i t   m u s t  

d i s t o r t ,   due  to   t he   t e n s i o n   e f f e c t e d   on  t he   c o r d  

i t s e l f ,   in  o r d e r   to  e n t e r   t h e   i n t e r i o r .  

In  t h i s   way,  t h e   k n o t   p e n e t r a t e s   t he   i n t e r i o r   o f  

t he   s p h e r i c a l   b o d y ,   a f t e r   w h i c h   i t   i s   e a s i e r   to   move  i t  

u n t i l   i t   r e a c h e s   t he   c e n t r a l   p a r t   of  t h e   d i a m e t r a l  

d r i l l - h o l e ,   in  c o r r e s p o n d a n c e   w i t h   wh ich   i t s   f i n a l  

p o s i t i o n   i s   e s t a b l i s h e d .  

In  t h i s   way,  t h e   c o n n e c t i o n   b e t w e e n   t he   i n e r t i a l  

body  and  t h e   r e s t   of  t h e   e l e m e n t s   wh ich   i n t e g r a t e   t h e  

comet   i s   a c h i e v e d   q u i c k l y   and  s i m p l y ,   w i t h   l o w - c o s t  

m a t e r i a l s   and  p a r t s   w h i c h   a r e   e a s y   to   o b t a i n   and  j o i n  

t o g e t h e r .  

T h e r e   i s   a l s o   p r o v i d e d   in   a c c o r d a n c e   w i t h   t h e  

p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n   a  m e t h o d   of  m a k i n g   a  toy   comet   b y  

s e c u r i n g   to   an  i n e r t i a l   body   a  l i n e   f o r   t h r o w i n g   t h e  

body  and  t h e   l i n e   f rom  a  u s e r   in   o p e r a t i o n ,   a n d  

s e c u r i n g   to   t h e   body  a  l i g h t ,   f l e x i b l e   t a i l   a r r a n g e d   t o  

t r a i l   f rom  t h e   body  when  t h e   body   i s   t h r o w n ,  

c h a r a c t e r i s e d   by  t he   s t e p s   of  f o r m i n g   an  e l o n g a t e   h o l e  

t h r o u g h   t he   body  wh ich   i s   made  of  d e f o r m a b l e ,   r e s i l i e n t  



m a t e r i a l ,   s e c u r i n g   t h e   l i n e   to  t h e   t a i l   a t   a  j u n c t i o n  

wh ich   i s   e n l a r g e d   r e l a t i v e   to  t h e   l i n e   and  i s   l a r g e r  

t h a n   the   w i d t h   of  t h e   h o l e ,   p a s s i n g   t h e   l i n e   t h r o u g h  

t h e   h o l e ,   p u l l i n g   t h e   e n l a r g e d   j u n c t i o n   i n t o   t h e   h o l e  

by  p u l l i n g   on  t h e   l i n e ,   and  w e d g i n g   t h e   j u n c t i o n   in  t h e  

h o l e   w i t h   t h e   l i n e   e m e r g i n g   f rom  one  end  of  t he   h o l e  

and  w i t h   t he   t a i l   e m e r g i n g   f rom  t h e   o t h e r   end  of  t h e  

h o l e .  

T h e r e   w i l l   now  be  d e s c r i b e d   by  way  of  e x a m p l e ,  

w h i c h   i s   no t   l i m i t i n g ,   a  p r e f e r r e d   e m b o d i m e n t ,   a l l  

d e t a i l s   of  w h i c h   can   be  m o d i f i e d ,   p r o v i d e d   t h a t   t h e  

m o d i f i c a t i o n s   do  n o t   f u n d a m e n t a l l y   a l t e r   t h e   e s s e n t i a l  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,   w i t h   r e f e r e n c e   to  t h e   a c c o m p a n y i n g  

d r a w i n g s ,   in  w h i c h : -  

F i g u r e   1  s h o w s   a  v i e w   in  p e r s p e c t i v e   of  a  t o y  

come t   made  in  a c c o r d a n c e   w i t h   t h e   p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n ;  

F i g u r e   2  shows   a  d i a m e t r a l   c r o s s - s e c t i o n   of  a n  

i n e r t i a l   body  of  t h e   t oy   c o m e t ,   in  w h i c h   an  o p e r a t i n g  

c o r d   a p p e a r s   in  a  p o s i t i o n   where   i t   i s   p a r t i a l l y   i n  

p l a c e ,   in  s u c h   a  way  t h a t   a  k n o t   w h i c h   j o i n s   i t   to  a  

g r o u p   of  c o l o u r e d   s t r i p s   i s   s t i l l   o u t s i d e   s a i d   b o d y ;  

a n d  

F i g u r e   3  shows   a  c r o s s - s e c t i o n   s i m i l a r   to  t h a t   o f  

F i g u r e   2,  bu t   in  w h i c h   t h e   kno t   wh ich   c o n n e c t s   t h e  

o p e r a t i n g   c o r d   w i t h   t he   c i r c u l a r   g r o u p   of  s t r i p s   i s   i n  

the   i n t e r i o r   of  t h e   i n e r t i a l   b o d y .  



From  t h e s e   f i g u r e s   i t   can   be  s e e n   how  t h e   t o y  

c o m e t   wh ich   i s   e n v i s a g e d   i s   c o n s t i t u t e d   by  a  body  1 ,  

w h i c h   i s   p r e f e r a b l y   s p h e r i c a l   and  made  f rom  a  s o l i d  

r u b b e r   b a s e ,   w i t h   w h i c h   c o l l a b o r a t e   an  o p e r a t i n g   c o r d   2  

and  a  g r o u p   of  v e r y   f l e x i b l e   c o l o u r e d   s t r i p s   3,  w h i c h  

a r e   to  form  t h e   t a i l   of  t h e   c o m e t .  

As  i s   known,   t h e   body   1  may  be  g i v e n   a  c i r c u l a r  

m o v e m e n t   by  means   of  t h e   c o r d   2,  which   i s   f o l l o w e d   b y  

t h e   bunch   of  c o l o u r e d   s t r i p s   3,  i t   b e i n g   p o s s i b l e   t o  

t h r o w   the   w h o l e   o b j e c t ,   w i t h   s a i d   body  1  c o n s t i t u t i n g  

t h e   i n e r t i a l   mass   w h i c h   g o e s   f u r t h e s t   and  w h i c h  

p r e c e d e s   t h e   b u n c h   of  c o l o u r e d   s t r i p s   3  in  t h e  

m o v e m e n t .  

The  body  1  has   a  d i a m e t r a l   d r i l l - h o l e   4  and ,   i n  

c o r r e s p o n d a n c e   w i t h   one  of  t h e   o p e n i n g s   of  s a i d  

d r i l l - h o l e ,   a  p r o l o n g a t i o n   f o r m i n g   a  neck   5,  wh ich   i s  

g e n e r a l l y   of  t h e   s h a p e   of  a  t r u n c a t e d   c o n e ,   in  w h i c h  

p a r t   s a i d   body  i s   e a s i e r   to   d i s t o r t   t h a n   e l s e w h e r e .  

The  c o r d   2  j o i n s   t o g e t h e r   one  end  of  t h e   c o l o u r e d  

s t r i p s   3,  f o r m i n g   a  k n o t   6  w i t h   a  d i a m e t e r   c o n s i d e r a b l y  

g r e a t e r   t h a n   t h a t   of  t h e   d i a m e t r a l   d r i l l - h o l e   4 .  

In  a c c o r d a n c e   w i t h   t h i s   s t r u c t u r e ,   as  can  be  s e e n  

in  F i g u r e s   2  and  3,  t h e   c o r d   2  i s   p a s s e d   t h r o u g h   a n  

o p e n i n g   7  t h r o u g h   t h e   n e c k   5  and  p a s s e s   f r e e l y   t h r o u g h  

t h e   body  t h r o u g h   the   d i a m e t r a l   d r i l l - h o l e   4  u n t i l   t h e  

k n o t   6  r e a c h e s   s a i d   o p e n i n g   7.  At  t h i s   moment ,   t h e  



m a t e r i a l   w h i c h   c o n s t i t u t e s   t h e   body   1,  w h i c h ,   as  h a s  

p r e v i o u s l y   been   s t a t e d ,   w i l l   p r e f e r a b l y   be  r u b b e r ,   m u s t  

be  d i s t o r t e d   in  o r d e r   to   a l l o w   s a i d   k n o t   to  e n t e r .  

T h i s   p r o v e s   e a s y   a t   f i r s t   due  to   t h e   c o n s i d e r a b l y  

r e d u c e d   t h i c k n e s s   of  t h e   l a t e r a l   w a l l   of  t h e   o p e n i n g   4  

f o r m e d   by  t h e   p r o j e c t i o n   or  neck   5,  t h e n   b e c o m i n g  

i n c r e a s i n g l y   more   d i f f i c u l t   as  t h e   k n o t   moves  t o w a r d s  

t h e  c e n t r e   of  t h e   b o d y   1,  w h e r e   t h e   t h i c k n e s s   of  t h e  

w a l l   i s   g r e a t e r .  

In  t h i s   way,  t h e   k n o t   6  i s   f i x e d   in  a  s t a b l e  

p o s i t i o n   w i t h   r e g a r d   to   t h e   body  1  a n d ,   c o n s e q u e n t l y ,  

t h e   body   1,  t h e   c o r d   2  and  t h e   b u n c h   of  c o l o u r e d   s t r i p s  

3  a r e   a l s o   f i r m l y   f i x e d   t o g e t h e r ,   i . e .   t he   d i f f e r e n t  

e l e m e n t s   w h i c h   c o n s t i t u t e   t h e   t o y   c o m e t   a r e   f i r m l y  

f i x e d   t o g e t h e r .  

The  s t r i p s   3  may  be  f o r m e d   by  f l i m s y   p i e c e s   o f  

p l a s t i c   m a t e r i a l   and  i t   i s ,   t h e r e f o r e ,   v e r y   e a s y   t o  

o b t a i n   them  and  t h e i r   c o s t   i s   i n s i g n i f i c a n t .   The  c o r d  

2  may  be  c o n s t i t u t e d   by  an  e l e m e n t   wh ich   i s   on  t h e  

m a r k e t ,   w h i l s t   t h e   h e a d   or  i n e r t i a l   body  1  c o n s i s t s  

b a s i c a l l y   of  a  s i m p l e   r u b b e r   b a l l   w i t h   an  a x i a l  

d r i l l - h o l e ,   so  t h a t   i t   i s   a l s o   e a s y   to  o b t a i n   and  c o s t s  

v e r y   l i t t l e .   I t   i s   a l s o   v e r y   e a s y   and  q u i c k   to  p u t  

t o g e t h e r   t he   d i f f e r e n t   e l e m e n t s ,   and  so  t h a t   a s s e m b l y  

c o s t s   do  no t   much  i n f l u e n c e   t he   e c o n o m i c   c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  

of  t he   o b j e c t .  



The  s h a p e ,   d i m e n s i o n s   and  m a t e r i a l s   can   be  v a r i e d ,  

as  c a n ,   in  g e n e r a l ,   a l l   a c c e s s o r y   or  s e c o n d a r y  

e l e m e n t s ,   p r o v i d e d   t h a t   t h e   e s s e n c e   of  t h e   i n v e n t i o n   i s  

n o t   a l t e r e d ,   c h a n g e d   or   m o d i f i e d .  

I t   i s   to   be  a p p r e c i a t e d   t h a t   t h e   t e r m   t o y   come t   i s  

i n t e n d e d   to  d e f i n e   o n l y   t h e   g e n e r a l   n a t u r e   of  t he   t o y ,  

in  t h a t   i t   c o m p r i s e s   an  i n e r t i a l   b o d y ,   a  l i n e   and  a  

l i g h t ,   f l e x i b l e   t a i l ,   a r r a n g e d   to  be  t h r o w n   in  t h e   w a y  

d e s c r i b e d .   The  t o y   i s   n o t   n e c e s s a r i l y   l i m i t e d   to   a  

r e p r e s e n t a t i o n   of  an  a c t u a l   c o m e t ,   in   t h a t   t h e   i n e r t i a l  

body   may  have   some  o t h e r   s h a p e ,   f o r   e x a m p l e   t h e   s h a p e  

of  an  a i r p l a n e   or  a  b i r d .  



1.  A  t oy   comet   c o m p r i s i n g   an  i n e r t i a l   b o d y ,   a  l i n e  

s e c u r e d   to  t h e   body  f o r   t h r o w i n g   the   body   and  t h e   s a i d  

l i n e   f rom  t h e   u s e r   in  o p e r a t i o n ,   and  a  l i g h t   f l e x i b l e  

t a i l   a r r a n g e d   to  t r a i l   f rom  t h e   body  when  t h e   body  i s  

t h r o w n ,  

c h a r a c t e r i s e d   in  t h a t   t he   body  (1)   i s   made  o f  

d e f o r m a b l e ,   r e s i l i e n t   m a t e r i a l   and  t h e   body   (1)  has   a n  

e l o n g a t e   h o l e   (4)   t h e r e t h r o u g h ,   t he   l i n e   (2)  b e i n g  

s e c u r e d   to  t h e   t a i l   (3)   a t   a  j u n c t i o n   (6)   w h i c h   i s  

e n l a r g e d   r e l a t i v e   to   t h e   l i n e   (2)  and  i s   l a r g e r   t h a n  

t h e   w i d t h   of  t h e   h o l e   ( 4 ) ,   t h e   l i n e   (2)  r u n n i n g   a l o n g  

t h e   h o l e   (4)  in  t h e   body   (1)  and  b e i n g   s e c u r e d   to   t h e  

b o d y   (1)  by  t h e   e n l a r g e d   j u n c t i o n   (6)  w e d g i n g   in   t h e  

h o l e   (4)   w i t h   t he   l i n e   (2)   e m e r g i n g   f rom  one  end  of  t h e  

h o l e   (4)  and  t he   t a i l   (3)   e m e r g i n g   f rom  t h e   o t h e r   e n d  

(7)   of  t h e   h o l e   ( 4 ) .  

2.  A  t o y   comet   a c c o r d i n g   to  c l a i m   1  in   w h i c h   t h e  

body   (1)  in  t h e   r e g i o n   of  t he   s a i d   one  end  (7)   i s  

s h a p e d   so  as  to  a l l o w   t h e   e n l a r g e d   j u n c t i o n   (6)  t o  

e n t e r   t he   h o l e   (4)  more   e a s i l y   t h a n   t h e   j u n c t i o n   ( 6 )  

can   p a s s   a l o n g   the   h o l e   (4)  a t   i t s   m i d d l e   r e g i o n .  

3.  A  t oy   comet   a c c o r d i n g   to  c l a i m   1  or  2  in  wh ich   t h e  

body   (1)  has   a  p r o j e c t i o n   f o r m i n g   at  t h e   s a i d   one  e n d  

(7)  of  t he   e l o n g a t e   h o l e   (4)  a  t a p e r e d   neck   ( 5 )  

t a p e r i n g   t o w a r d s   t he   s a i d   one  end  (7)  of  t he   h o l e   ( 4 ) ,  



t h e   s a i d   h o l e   (4)   p a s s i n g   t h r o u g h   t h e   t a p e r e d   neck   ( 5 ) .  

4.  A  t oy   c o m e t   a c c o r d i n g   to  c l a i m   3  in  w h i c h   the   s a i d  

n e c k   (5)  i s   in  t h e   s h a p e   of  a  t r u n c a t e d   c o n e .  

5.  A  t o y   c o m e t   a c c o r d i n g   to   any   p r e c e d i n g   c l a i m   i n  

w h i c h   the   s a i d   e n l a r g e d   j u n c t i o n   (6)   i s   wedged   in  t h e  

e l o n g a t e   h o l e   (4)   a p p r o x i m a t e l y   a t   i t s   m i d d l e   r e g i o n .  

6.  A  toy   c o m e t   a c c o r d i n g   to  any  p r e c e d i n g   c l a i m   i n  

w h i c h   t h e   s a i d   e l o n g a t e   h o l e   (4)   i s   a  d i a m e t r a l   h o l e  

t h r o u g h   t he   body   ( 1 ) .  

7.  A  t oy   c o m e t   a c c o r d i n g   to  any  p r e c e d i n g   c l a i m   i n  

w h i c h   t he   body   (1)   i s   s u b s t a n t i a l l y   s p h e r i c a l .  

8.  A  t oy   c o m e t   a c c o r d i n g   to  any   p r e c e d i n g   c l a i m   i n  

w h i c h   the   t a i l   (3)   i s   f o r m e d   of  a  p l u r a l i t y   of  l i g h t ,  

f l e x i b l e   s t r e a m e r s .  

9.  A  t oy   come t   a c c o r d i n g   to   any   p r e c e d i n g   c l a i m   i n  

w h i c h   t he   t a i l   (3)   i s   j o i n e d   to   t h e   l i n e   (2)  by  a  k n o t  

(6)   w h i c h   f o r m s   t h e   s a i d   e n l a r g e d   j u n c t i o n .  

10.  A  m e t h o d   of  m a k i n g   a  t oy   c o m e t   by  s e c u r i n g   to   a n  

i n e r t i a l   body  a  l i n e   f o r   t h r o w i n g   t h e   body   and  t h e   l i n e  

f rom  a  u s e r   in   o p e r a t i o n ,   and  s e c u r i n g   to   t he   body  a  

l i g h t ,   f l e x i b l e   t a i l   a r r a n g e d   to   t r a i l   f r om  t he   b o d y  

when  t he   body  i s   t h r o w n ,   c h a r a c t e r i s e d   by  t he   s t e p s   o f  

f o r m i n g   an  e l o n g a t e   h o l e   (4)   t h r o u g h   t h e   body  (1)  w h i c h  

i s   made  of  d e f o r m a b l e ,   r e s i l i e n t   m a t e r i a l ,   s e c u r i n g   t h e  

l i n e   (2)  to  t h e   t a i l   (3)  a t   a  j u n c t i o n   (6)   wh ich   i s  

e n l a r g e d   r e l a t i v e   to  t h e   l i n e   (2)   and  i s   l a r g e r   t h a n  



t h e   w i d t h   of  t h e   h o l e   ( 4 ) ,   p a s s i n g   t h e   l i n e   (2)   t h r o u g h  

t h e   h o l e   ( 4 ) ,   p u l l i n g   t h e   e n l a r g e d   j u n c t i o n   (6)   i n t o  

t h e   h o l e   (4)   by  p u l l i n g   on  t h e   l i n e   ( 2 ) ,   and  w e d g i n g  

t h e   j u n c t i o n   (6)  in  t h e   h o l e   (4)  w i t h   t h e   l i n e   ( 2 )  

e m e r g i n g   f rom  one  end  of  t h e   h o l e   (4)   and  w i t h   t h e   t a i l  

(3)   e m e r g i n g   f rom  t h e   o t h e r   end  (7)  of  t h e   h o l e   ( 4 ) .  
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