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@  Soft  top  stackable  package. 

@  A  stackable  package  for  protecting  edible  food  product 
contents  is  formed  by  a  flexible  bag  attached  inside  a  rela- 
tively  rigid  box.  The  box  is  open  on  only  side,  through  which 
extends  a  reclosable  end  of  the  flexible  bag.  The  reclosable 
end  begins  to  taper  just  above  the  open  box  edge,  so  that  the 
box  does  not  impede  opening.  The  package,  when  placed  on 
its  side,  is  stackable  in  that  it  can  support  other  boxes  on  a 
side  opposing  that  side  upon  which  the  box  rests.  The  flexible 
bag  may  be  foil-lined  to  act  as  a  moisture  barrier  to  protect 

Q|  freshness. 
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  A  stackable  package  for  protecting  edible  food  product 
contents  is  formed  by  a  flexible  bag  attached  inside  a  rela- 
tively  rigid  box.  The  box  is  open  on  only  side,  through  which 
extends  a  reclosable  end  of  the  flexible  bag.  The  reclosable 
end  begins  to  taper  just  above  the  open  box  edge,  so  that  the 
box  does  not  impede  opening.  The  package,  when  placed  on 
its  side,  is  stackable  in  that  it  can  support  other  boxes  on  a 
side  opposing  that side  upon  which  the  box  rests.  The  flexible 
bag  may  be  foil-lined  to  act  as  a  moisture  barrier  to  protect 
freshness. 



T h i s   I n v e n t i o n   r e l a t e s   to  p a c k a g e s   f o r   c a r r y i n g ,   d i s -  

p l a y i n g ,   and  s t o r i n g   b a k e r y   or  f o o d  p r o d u c t s .  

This   i n v e n t i o n   r e l a t e s   to  c o n t a i n e r s   which  may  be  made  a n d  

s h i p p e d   in  f l a t   c o l l a p s e d   form,  and  which  may  be  r e a d i l y   o p e n e d  

up  and  emp loyed   fo r   the  s t o r a g e ,   s h i p m e n t ,   and  d i s p e n s i n g   o f  

b a k e r y   p r o d u c t s ,   c o o k i e s ,   c r a c k e r s ,   l a m i n a t e d   food  p r o d u c t s ,   o r  

any  o t h e r   f r a n g i b l e ,   or  f r a g i l e   g o o d s .  

In  the  c o n v e n t i o n a l   b a g - l i k e   p a c k a g e ,   the   w e i g h t   of  t h e  

commodi ty   w i t h i n   the  package   c a u s e s   b u l g i n g   of  the   s i d e s   a n d  

b o t t o m   of  the  f i l l e d   package   so  t h a t   such  p r i o r   a r t   p a c k a g e s  

are   not  s e l f - s u p p o r t i n g   in  an  u p r i g h t   p o s i t i o n   and  must  u s u a l l y  

be  s t a c k e d   on  t h e i r   s i d e s   on  a  g r o c e r ' s   s h e l f ,   t h u s   c o n c e a l i n g  

p o r t i o n s   of  the   package   and  the  a d v e r t i s i n g   t h e r e o n .   F u r t h e r -  

m o r e ,   such   p a c k a g e s   c a n n o t   be  s t a c k e d   on  the  g r o c e r ' s   s h e l v e s  

s i n c e   the   w e i g h t   of  the  o v e r l y i n g   p a c k a g e s   would  t end   to  c r u f h  

and  b r e a k   f r a n g i b l e   c o n t e n t s   t h e r e i n   such  as  baked  p r o d u c t s   i n -  

c l u d i n g   c o o k i e s ,   c r a c k e r s ,   and  the  l i k e .  

A t t e m p t s   have  been  made  in  the  p r i o r   a r t   to  ove rcome   t h e  

d i s a d v a n t a g e s   a s s o c i a t e d   wi th   f l e x i b l e   b a g - l i k e   c o n t a i n e r s .  

T y p i c a l   of  the   p r i o r   a r t   a t t e m p t s   to  s o l v e   the   above  p r o b l e m s  

a s s o c i a t e d   w i t h   b a g - l i k e   p a c k a g e s   is   t h e   t y p e   d i s c l o s e d   b y  

V e r g o b i i   in  U.S.  P a t e n t   No.  2 , 6 7 8 , 7 6 8   and  K o z l o w s k i   et  al  i n  

U.S.  P a t e n t   No.  3 , 8 9 6 , 9 9 1 .  

Vergob11  d i s c l o s e s   a  f l e x i b l e   bag  h a v i n g   a  r i g i d   s m a l l e r  

b a s e   p o r t i o n   j o i n e d   i n t e r i o r l y   of  t he   bag  so  as  to  p r o v i d e  

s u p p o r t   f o r   the  bag.   The  base  is  a d h e s i v e l y   a t t a c h e d   to  t h e  



bag.   However ,   the   f l e x i b l e   bag  is  not  shown  a t t a c h e d   i n s i d e   a  

r e l a t i v e l y   r i g i d   c o n t a i n e r .  

The  Koz lowsk i   e t  a l   p a t e n t   d i s c l o s e s   a  c o m p o s i t e   p a c k a g e  

h a v i n g   a  ply  of  f l e x i b l e   s h e e t   m a t e r i a l   l a m i n a t e d   i n s i d e   a n d  

a n o t h e r   f l e x i b l e   ply  o u t s i d e   a  r e l a t i v e l y   r i g i d   m a t e r i a l   l a y e r .  

A  neck  is  fo rmed  by  the  two  p l i e s   as  they  e x t e n d   beyond  t h e  

r e l a t i v e l y   r i g i d   s h e e t   e d g e s .   A  bo t tom  is  fo rmed  at  the   p a c k -  

age  end  o p p o s i t e   the  neck ,   a l s o   of  the  f l e x i b l e   m a t e r i a l   p l i e s .  

There   is  n o  d i s c l o s u r e ,   howeve r ,   of  an  i n n e r   bag  a t t a c h e d   o n l y  

at   the   upper   c o n t a i n e r   I n t e r i o r   w a l l s ,   nor  is  t h e r e   d i s c l o s u r e  

of  a  c o n t a i n e r   h a v i n g   a  r e l a t i v e l y   r i g i d   b o t t o m .  

I t   i s   a c c o r d i n g l y   one  o b j e c t   of  the  p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n   t o  

p r o v i d e   an  improved   p a c k a g e   which  is  i n e x p e n s i v e   to  f a b r i c a t e ,  

r e q u i r e s   no  e x t r a o r d i n a r y   e q u i p m e n t   in  the  f a b r i c a t i o n   t h e r e o f ,  

and  t h a t   is  formed  of  r e a d i l y   a v a i l a b l e   m a t e r i a l s   t h a t   can  b e  

m a n u f a c t u r e d   by  p e r s o n s   s k i l l e d   in  the  package   a r t .  

A n o t h e r   o b j e c t   of  the   i n v e n t i o n   is  to  p r o v i d e   an  i m p r o v e d  

p a c k a g e   which  can  be  e a s i l y   s t a c k e d   on  a  s u p e r m a r k e t   s h e l f   s o  

as  to  c o n s e r v e   v a l u a b l e   g r o c e r   s h e l f   s p a c e .  

A n o t h e r   o b j e c t   of  the   p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n   is  to  p r o v i d e   a n  

I m p r o v e d   p a c k a g e   which  can  be  s h i p p e d   in  f l a t   or  f o l d e d   c o n -  

d i t i o n ,   and  which  can  be  f i l l e d   wi th   bake ry   p r o d u c t s ,   c o o k i e s ,  

c r a c k e r s   or  the   l i k e .  

A  f u r t h e r   o b j e c t   of  the   p r e s e n t   I n v e n t i o n   is  to  p r o v i d e   a n  

improved   p a c k a g e   which  i n c l u d e s   a  f a s t e n i n g   means  l o c a t e d   b e -  

tween  an  i n n e r   f l e x i b l e   bag  and  an  o u t e r ,   r e l a t i v e l y   r i g i d ,  

c a s i n g   which  is  e c o n o m i c a l   tQ  apply   and  which  is  so  l o c a t e d   a s  



to  be  i n c o n s p i c u o u s   d u r i n g   normal   usage   by  the  u l t i m a t e   c o n -  

s u m e r .  

A  s t i l l   f u r t h e r   o b j e c t   of  t he   p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n   is   t o  

p r o v i d e   an  improved   p a c k a g e   h a v i n g   a  r e l a t i v e l y   f l e x i b l e   b a g -  

l i k e   member  r e t a i n e d   w i t h i n   and  s u p p o r t e d   b y  a   r e l a t i v e l y   r i g i d  

o u t e r   box  member  so  as  to  p e r m i t   s t a c k i n g   of  the  c o n t a i n e r   i n  

v e r t i c a l   co lumns   on  a  g r o c e r ' s   s h e l f ,   w i t h i n   l a r g e r   s h i p p i n g  

c o n t a i n e r s ,   or  w i t h i n   a  p u r c h a s e r ' s   c u p b o a r d .  

A n o t h e r   f u r t h e r   o b j e c t   of  the  p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n   is  to  p r o -  

v ide   an  i m p r o v e d   c o n t a i n e r   formed  of  a  f l e x i b l e   bag  member  a t -  

t a c h e d   by  o n l y  a   s i n g l e   a t t a c h i n g   p o i n t   w i t h i n   a  r e l a t i v e l y  

r i g i d   o u t e r   c o n t a i n e r   so  t h a t   ease   of  a s s e m b l y   r e s u l t s   as  w e l l  

as  economy  of  p r o d u c t i o n .  

A  s t i l l   f u r t h e r   o b j e c t   of  the  p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n   is  to  p r o -  

v i d e   an  i m p r o v e d   p a c k a g e   h a v i n g   a  b o x - l i k e ,   r e l a t i v e l y   r i g i d  

member  which  can  be  f o l d e d   from  a  b l ank   and  which   can  r e c e i v e  

and  be  a t t a c h e d   to  a  f l e x i b l e   b a g - l i k e   member  f o r   t he   s u p p o r t  

of  f r a n g i b l e ,   f r a g i l e   food  p r o d u c t s   such  as  c r a c k e r s ,   l a m i n a t e d  

c o o k i e s ,   and  the   l i k e .  

The  improved   c o n t a i n e r   of  the   p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n   c o m p r i s e s  

a  l i g h t - w e i g h t ,   f l e x i b l e   b a g - l i k e   member  which   is  r e c l o s a b l e  

and  which  can  be  s u p p o r t e d   f o r   s t a c k i n g   by  a  b o x - l i k e   m e m b e r  

wh ich   is  fo rmed  from  a  f l a t   b l a n k .   The  b o x - l i k e   member  h a s  

f o u r   u p r i g h t   w a l l s   and  a  b o t t o m ,   wi th   the  top  b e i n g   open  so  a s  

to  r e c e i v e   a  b a g - l i k e   f l e x i b l e   member.  The  b a g - l i k e   f l e x i b l e  

member ,   once  p o s i t i o n e d   w i t h i n   the  b o x - l i k e   member,   is  s e c u r e d  

t h e r e t o   by  a  s i n g l e   s p o t   of  a d h e s i v e   or  g l u e   l o c a t e d   a t   a n  



i n n e r   u p r i g h t   wal l   of  the  b o x - l i k e   member  and  a t t a c h e d   to  a n  

u p r i g h t   o u t e r   p o r t i o n   of  the   b a g - l i k e   member.   The  b a g - l i k e  

member  is  of  the  type  c o m p r i s i n g   a  l a m i n a t e d   p a p e r - l i k e  

m a t e r i a l ,   w h i c h   i n c l u d e s  a n   i n n e r   f o i l - l i k e   b a r r i e r   and  a n  

o u t e r   p a p e r - l i k e   b a r r i e r   w h i c h   p r e s e r v e s   f r e s h n e s s   of  f o o d  

p r o d u c t s   c o n t a i n e d   w i t h i n .   The  b a g - l i k e   member  may  be  f o l d e d  

in  t he   c o n v e n t i o n a l   m a n n e r   and  s e c u r e d   by  l a m i n a t e d ,   w i r e  

r e i n f o r c e d ,   f a s t e n e r   e l e m e n t s   f i x e d l y   a t t a c h e d   n e a r   the  o p e n  

end  of  t h e   b a g - l i k e   member .   The  b o x - l i k e   member  has  t w o  

n a r r o w e r   s i d e s   o p p o s i t e   one  a n o t h e r   and  two  l o n g e r   s i d e s   o f  

equal   w i d t h   l o c a t e d   o p p o s i t e   one  a n o t h e r .   The  b a g - l i k e  

member  t a p e r s   J u s t   above  the  b o x - l i k e   member,  so  t h a t   o p e n i n g  

of  the  b a g - l i k e   member  is  not   impeded  by  the  b o x - l i k e   m e m b e r .  

In  u s e ,   the  a s s e m b l e d   c o n t a i n e r   f i l l e d   wi th   the   food  p r o d u c t s  

d e s i r e d   is  p l a c e d   upon  e i t h e r   of  the  n a r r o w e r   s i d e s   and  o t h e r  

l i k e   c o n t a i n e r s   may  be  s u p p o r t e d   v e r t i c a l l y   a t o p   the  o p p o s i n g  

v e r t i c a l   s i d e   of  the  c o n t a i n e r .   This  r e s u l t s   in  e f f i c i e n t   u s e  

of  s u p e r m a r k e t   s h e l f   space   which  is  not  p o s s i b l e   with  f l e x i b l e  

b a g - l i k e   c o n t a i n e r s   a l o n e .  

F i g u r e   1  shows  a  p e r s p e c t i v e   v iew  of  t h e   a t a c k a b l e ,  

s o f t - t o p   package   of  the  p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n ;  

F i g u r e   2  shows  a  f r o n t   e l e v a t i o n a l   view  of  the  p a c k a g e   o f  

the  p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n ;  

F i g u r e   3  shows  a  s i d e   e l e v a t i o n a l   view  of  t h e   p a c k a g e   o f  

the  p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n ;  

F i g u r e  4   shows  a  r e a r  e l e v a t i o n a l   view  of  t h e   p a c k a g e   o f  

the  p r e s e n t   I n v e n t i o n   showing  a t t a c h m e n t   1 6 ;  



F i g u r e   5  is  a  p a r t i a l ,   s e c t i o n a l   view  a l o n g   l i n e   5-5  o f  

f i g u r e   4,  showing  the  a t t a c h m e n t   1 6 ;  

F i g u r e   6  is  a  c u t - a w a y   p e r s p e c t i v e   view  showing   b o t t o m  

f l a p   a r r a n g e m e n t s   wi th   the  t h i c k n e s s e s   of  the   p a c k a g e   b e i n g  

e x a g g e r a t e d   fo r   c l a r i t y ;  

F i g u r e   7  is  a  bot tom  e l e v a t i o n a l   view  wi th   bo t tom  f l a p s  

open  and  p a r a l l e l   to  the  l i n e   of  s i g h t   of  the   v i e w e r ;  

F i g u r e   8  is  a  p l an   view  of  the  lower   p a r t   of  the  p a c k a g e  

p r i o r   to  a s s e m b l y   showing  the  f o l d   l i n e s   u s e d .  

A  s t a c k a b l e ,   s o f t - t o p   p a c k a g e   is  shown  in  p e r s p e c t i v e   i n  

f i g u r e   1.  As  can  be  s een ,   a  f l e x i b l e   bag  h a v i n g   a  f r o n t   s i d e  

10  is   r e t a i n e d   w i t h i n   a  r e l a t i v e l y   r i g i d   c o n t a i n e r   h a v i n g   u p -  

s t a n d i n g   s i d e   w a l l s .   A  l a b e l   5  is  shown  a t t a c h e d   to  the  f r o n t  

w a l l   8  of  the  box  member.  The  l ower   box  member  is  formed  o f  

s h e e t   m a t e r i a l   which  may  c o m p r i s e   any  of  the   u s u a l   or  p r e f e r r e d  

c o n t a i n e r - f o r m i n g  m a t e r i a l s ,   bu t   p r e f e r a b l y   may  c o m p r i s e   a  

s h e e t   of  c a r d b o a r d ,   s t i f f   p a p e r ,   p l a s t i c ,   or  o t h e r   r e l a t i v e l y  

s t r o n g   s h e e t   m a t e r i a l s   and  the   i n n e r   bag  s t r u c t u r e   may  be  c o n -  

s t r u c t e d   of  r e l a t i v e l y   f l e x i b l e   m a t e r i a l s   u s e d   in  t h e   f o o d  

p r o d u c t   p a c k a g i n g   a r t ,   such  as  a  l a m i n a t e d   f o i l - p a p e r   s t r u c t u r e  

f o r   p r e s e r v i n g   f r e s h n e s s .   However ,   any  m a t e r i a l s   may  be  u s e d  

h a v i n g   the  r e q u i r e d   r e l a t i v e   s t i f f n e s s   or  f l e x i b i l i t y .   For  e x -  

ample ,   the  bags  may  be  formed  of  c e l l o p h a n e ,   f l e x i b l e   p l a s t i c ,  

brown  p a p e r ,   p a p e r ,   wire  mesh,  f o i l ,   c l o t h ,   or  any  o t h e r   f l e x -  

i b l e   m a t e r i a l .  



The  box  member  may  be  c o n s t r u c t e d  o f   c a r d b o a r d   in  a  p r e -  

f e r r e d   embod imen t ;   however ,   any  o t h e r   p a c k a g i n g   m a t e r i a l   may  b e  

used  t h a t   is  s u f f i c i e n t l y   s t r o n g   to  p e r m i t   s t a c k i n g   of  the  c o n -  

t a i n e r s   in  a  v e r t i c a l   co lumn.   For  e x a m p l e ,   the   f o l l o w i n g   ma-  

t e r i a l s   may  a d v a n t a g e o u s l y   be  used  for   the  box  member  m a t e r i -  

a l s :   s t i f f   c a r d b o a r d ,   p l a s t i c ,   s h e e t   p l a s t i c   h a v i n g   l i v i n g  

h i n g e s   to  s e r v e   to  c o n n e c t   the   s i d e s ,   s h e e t   m e t a l ,   wood,  f o a m e d  

p l a s t i c ,   and  the  l i k e .   The  b a g - l i k e   member  t a p e r s   J u s t   a b o v e  

the   b o x - l i k e   member,  so  t h a t   o p e n i n g   of  the  b a g - l i k e   member  i s  

not   impeded  by  the  b o x - l i k e   m e m b e r .  

The  box  member  is  formed  by  l e f t - h a n d   s i d e   wal l   2,  f r o n t  

w a l l   8,  r i g h t - h a n d   s i d e   wal l   7,  r e a r   wal l   1 3 ,  a n d   bo t tom  6 .  

The  box  member  may  be  formed  by  f o l d i n g   from  a  b l a n k ,   m o l d i n g  

o p e r a t i o n s ,   or  t he   l i k e .   A  l a b e l   5  may  be  a t t a c h e d   to  a n y  

s u r f a c e ,   or  p l u r a l   l a b e l s   may  be  a p p l i e d   to  a  p l u r a l i t y   o f  

s u r f a c e s   of  the   box  member.  If   the  box  member  has  been  f o r m e d  

from  a  b l a n k ,   the   bot tom  6  w i l l   be  composed  of  g lued   or  o t h e r -  

wise   s e a l e d   f l a p   members  as  shown  in  f i g u r e   8.  The  box  member  

need  not  have  the  u p s t a n d i n g   w a l l s   a r r a n g e d   in  a  r e c t a n g u l a r  

c r o s s - s e c t i o n ,   but   may  be  f o r m e d   i n t o   any  c o n f i g u r a t i o n   o f  

w a l l s   h a v i n g   at  l e a s t   two  p a r a l l e l   space   o p p o s i n g   w a l l s   such  a s  

a  h e x a g o n ,   o c t a g o n ,   or  the   l i k e .   In  any  c a s e ,   the   b a g - l i k e  

member  t a p e r s   j u s t   above  the  b o x - l i k e   member,  so  t h a t   o p e n i n g  

of  the  b a g - l i k e   member  is  not   impeded  by  the  b o x - l i k e   m e m b e r .  

F i g u r e   2  shows  a  f r o n t   view  of  the  c o n t a i n e r   of  the  p r e s -  

ent   i n v e n t i o n .   The  f r o n t   wa l l   of  the  bag  member  is  shown  w i t h  

only   the  top  p o r t i o n   v i s i b l e   above  o p e n i n g   9  of  the  box  m e m b e r .  



Forming  a  c l o s u r e   fo r   the  bag  member  is  neck  11  which  is  c o n -  

n e c t e d   to  r e c l o s a b l e   end  p o r t i o n  4   of  the  bag  m e m b e r .  

F i g u r e   3  is  a  s i d e   view  of  the  c o n t a i n e r   of  the  p r e s e n t  

i n v e n t i o n ,   and  shows  s i d e   wal l   3  of  the   bag  member  which  i s  

s u b s t a n t i a l l y   de fo rmed   and  t u c k e d   be tween   bag  member  s i d e   10 

and  bag  member  s i d e   14  so  as _to  form  a  nea t   a p p e a r a n c e .   F i g u r e  

3  shows  the  top  of  the  bag  member  above  top  edge  9  and  the  l o w -  

er  p o r t i o n   of  the  bag  member  in  d o t t e d   o u t l i n e .   Fold  15  is  a t -  

t a c h e d   to  r e c l o s a b l e   end  p o r t i o n   4  of  the   bag  member  and  s e r v e s  

to  s u b s t a n t i a l l y   p r e v e n t   p a s s a g e   of  gas ,   a i r ,   or  vapor   t h r o u g h  

t h e   o p e n i n g   of  the  bag  member  and  is  c o n v e n t i o n a l   in  the  b a g  

p a c k a g e   a r t .   Adhes ive   16  is  shown  in  d o t t e d   o u t l i n e ,   and  s e -  

c u r e s   s i d e   14  of  the   bag  member  to  r e a r   w a l l   13  of  t he   b o x  

m e m b e r .  

F i g u r e  . 4   shows  the  r e a r   of  the  c o n t a i n e r   of  the   p r e s e n t  

i n v e n t i o n ,   and  c l e a r l y   shows  d e f o r m a b l e   bag  f a s t e n e r   e l e m e n t s  

12  at  each  s i d e   of  the  r e c l o s a b l e   end  p o r t i o n   4  of  the  bag  mem- 

be r .   The  d e f o r m a b l e   bag  f a s t e n e r   e l e m e n t s   12  are  w e l l - k n o w n   i n  

the  a r t ,   and  may  be  formed  of  l a m i n a t e d   p l a s t i c   or  p a p e r   h a v i n g  

two  r e i n f o r c i n g   w i r e s   w i t h i n   fo r   c l o s i n g   and  o p e n i n g   the  b a g  

member  and  r e t a i n i n g   the  f o l d e d   over   p o r t i o n   4,5  in  c l o s e d   p o -  

s i t i o n .   The  a d h e s i v e ,   w h i c h   may  be  a n i m a l   g l u e ,   h o t   m e l t  

a d h e s i v e ,   wood  g l u e ,   r u b b e r   c emen t ,   p r e s s u r e - s e n s i t i v e  

a d h e s i v e ,   or  any  a d h e s i v e   or  b o n d i n g   m a t e r i a l   or  e l e m e n t  

s u i t a b l e   for   the  m a t e r i a l s   u sed ,   is  shown  in  d o t t e d   o u t l i n e   a s  

a d h e s i v e   16  in  f i g u r e   4.  The  shape   of  the   a d h e s i v e   16  f o r m i n g  

a  bond  or  c o n n e c t i o n   be tween   the   r e a r   s i d e   14  of  t h e  b a g   member  

and  t he   r e a r   wal l   13  of  the   box  member  need  not  be  of  c i r c u l a r  



or  oval   s h a p e ,   but  may  be  of  any  shape   or  c l u s t e r   of  s m a l l e r  

b o n d s   t h a t   is   e c o n o m i c a l   to  a p p l y   and  y e t   r e t a i n s   t he   b a g  

member  wa l l   a g a i n s t   the  a d j a c e n t   box  member  w a l l .   Here  a l s o ,  

t he   bag  member  is  shown  both  in  upper   s o l i d   o u t l i n e   and  l o w e r  

d o t t e d   o u t l i n e   f o r   c l a r i t y .  

F i g u r e   5  is  an  e n l a r g e d ,   p a r t i a l   s e c t i o n a l   view  of  t h e  

a d h e s i v e   j o i n t   formed  be tween   the  bag  member  and  the  box  mem- 

e r .   Box  wa l l   13  is  shown  in  c r o s s - s e c t i o n   f i x e d l y   a t t a c h e d   by 

d h e s i v e   16  shown  in  c r o s s - s e c t i o n   to  bag  wa l l   14,  a l s o   s h o w n  

n  c r o s s - s e c t i o n .   The  t h i c k n e s s   of  a d h e s i v e   16  is  e x a g g e r a t e d  

n  F i g u r e   5  f o r   c l a r i t y .   The  i n t e r i o r   wa l l   of  the   bag  member  

s e e n   in  t h i s   f i g u r e ,   a s  w e l l   as  t he   i n t e r i o r   p o r t i o n   o f  

i g h t   s i d e   wa l l   7  of  the  box  m e m b e r .  

F i g u r e   6  is  a  c u t - a w a y   p e r s p e c t i v e   view  showing  the  a r -  

rangement   of  b o t t o m   f l a p s   t h a t   form  bo t tom  6  in  the  p r e f e r r e d  

embodiment  of  the   p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n .   S h o r t ,   s i d e   f l a p s   2 , 7  

v e r l i e   w ide r   bo t tom  f l a p   8,  which  in  t u r n   o v e r l i e s   wide  b o t t o m  

' l a p   6.  P r e f e r a b l y ,   f l a p   6  and  f l a p   8  are   bonded  to  one  a n -  

o t h e r   by  g l u e ,   hot   mel t   a d h e s i v e ,   p r e s s u r e - s e n s i t i v e   a d h e s i v e ,  

a l t a s o n i c   w e l d i n g  i n   the  case   of  p l a s t i c   or  m e t a l ,   or  any  o t h e r  

known  b o n d i n g   or  f a s t e n i n g   me thod .   Flap  4  and  f l a p   7  may  b e  

s i m i l a r l y   a d h e r e d   to  f l a p   8  or  f l a p   13  a l t h o u g h   t h i s   is  n o t  

n e c e s s a r y   and  may  be  o m i t t e d .   The  f l a p s   may  be  of  any  d e s i r e d  

c r o s s - s e c t i o n a l   shape   or  c o n f i g u r a t i o n ,   and  may  a d v a n t a g e o u s l y  

the  v a r i e d   in  the   ca se   of  a  c o n t a i n e r   h a v i n g   s i d e   w a l l s   in  a  

h e x a g o n a l ,   o c t a g o n a l ,   or  t h e   l i k e   c o n f i g u r a t i o n .   The  w a l l  

c h i c k n e s s e s   have  been  e x a g g e r a t e d   fo r   c l a r i t y .  



F i g u r e   7  is  a  view  from  the  bo t tom  of  the  c o n t a i n e r   s h o w -  

ing  the  f l a p s   in  open  p o s i t i o n   p a r a l l e l   to  the  l i n e   of  s i g h t   o f  

t h e   v i e w e r .   The  wa l l   t h i c k n e s s e s   have  been  e x a g g e r a t e d   f o r  

c l a r i t y .   The  b o t t o m   of  the  bag  member,  d e s i g n a t e d   as  b o t t o m  

p o r t i o n   10  in  f i g u r e   7  is  shown.   A  s e a l e d   bag  end  p o r t i o n   18 

is  a l s o   shown  in  f i g u r e   7,  in  the  p r e f e r r e d   e m b o d i m e n t .   N o n e -  

t h e l e s s ,   any  b a g - s e a l i n g   means  may  be  u s e d ,   or  in  the  case   of  a  

molded   bag  h a v i n g   an  open  top  and  i n t e g r a l   b o t t o m ,   n o  

b a g - s e a l i n g   means  at  a l l   n e e d  b e   u s e d .  

F i g u r e  8   i s  a   p lan   view  of  the  lower   p a r t   of  the  p a c k a g e  

which  can  be  f o l d e d   to  form  the  box  member.  The  f o l d   l i n e s   a r e  

d e s i g n a t e d   "F",   and  s m a l l   f l a p   17  is  shown  which  may  a d v a n -  

t a g e o u s l y   be  used  to  c o n n e c t   f r o n t   wal l   8  to  r i g h t - h a n d   s i d e  

wa l l   7  of  the   box  member  to  form  the  e n c l o s u r e   shown  in  t h e  

p r e f e r r e d   embodiment   of  f i g u r e   6.  F lap   17  is  p r e f e r a b l y   i n -  

t e g r a l   w i th   f r o n t   wall   8  and  is  p r e f e r a b l y   a d h e r e d   to  r i g h t -  

hand   s i d e   wa l l   7  by  an ima l   g l u e ,   hot  mel t   a d h e s i v e ,   p r e s s u r e -  

s e n s i t i v e   a d h e s i v e ,   or  the   l i k e .   The  s o l i d   l i n e s   s e p a r a t i n g  

f l a p   7  f rom  f l a p   13,  f l a p   13  from  f l a p   2,  f l a p   2  from  f l a p   8 ,  

a r e   c u t   l i n e s .   A d d i t i o n a l l y ,   f l a p   17  is  c o n n e c t e d  t o   f r o n t  

w a l l   8  a l o n g   a  f o l d   l i n e   which  is  shown  in  f i g u r e   8  as  a  s o l i d ,  

l i n e .  

W h i l e   not  s p e c i f i c a l l y   shown  in  the  d r a w i n g s ,   i t   is  c o n -  

t e m p l a t e d   t h a t   the   c o n t a i n e r   of  the   p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n   may  i n -  

c o r p o r a t e   a d v e r t i s i n g   l o c a t i o n s ,   such  as  d e c a l c o m a n i a ,   l a b e l s ,  

p o c k e t s ,   or  any  o t h e r   a c c o u t e r m e n t s   which  are   c o n v e n t i o n a l   i n  

the  p a c k a g e   a r t .  



The  i m p r o v e d   c o n t a i n e r   of  the  p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n   is  c a p a b l e  

of  a c h i e v i n g   the   above  e n u m e r a t e d   o b j e c t s   and  wh i l e   p r e f e r r e d  

e m b o d i m e n t s   of  the   p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n   have  been  d i s c l o s e d ,   i t  

w i l l   be  u n d e r s t o o d   t h a t   i t   is  not  l i m i t e d   t h e r e t o   but  may  b e  

o t h e r w i s e   embodied   w i t h i n   the  scope   of  the  f o l l o w i n g   c l a i m s .  



1.  A  s t a c k a b l e   c o n t a i n e r   fo r   p r o t e c t i n g   food  p r o d u c t s ,  

c o m p r i s i n g :  

a  b a g - l i k e   member  a d a p t e d   for   s t o r a g e   of  food  p r o d u c t s  

h a v i n g   at  l e a s t   one  o p e n a b l e   e n d ;  

a  box  member  h a v i n g   at  l e a s t   f ou r   u p s t a n d i n g   v e r t i c a l  

w a l l s   and  a  b o t t o m ;  

s a i d   box  member  b e i n g   f o r m e d   of  m a t e r i a l   t h a t   i s  

s u f f i c i e n t l y   s t i f f   to  p e r m i t   s t a c k i n g   of  a  p l u r a l i t y   o f  

box  members  a long   f a c i n g   s i de   w a l l s ;  

t he   box  member  b e i n g   a d a p t e d   to  r e c e i v e   and  r e t a i n   t h e  

bag  member  for   p r o t e c t i o n   t h e r e o f ;  

a  means  fo r   c o n n e c t i n g   a  wal l   of  s a id   bag  member  wi th   a  

w a l l   of  s a i d   box  member  whereby  a s s o c i a t i o n   of  the  b a g  

member  and  box  member  is  m a i n t a i n e d ;  

s a i d   means  fo r   a t t a c h i n g   be ing   g e n e r a l l y   sma l l   r e l a t i v e  

to  the  a r e a   of  a  s i d e   wal l   of  the   box  m e m b e r .  

2.  A  c o n t a i n e r   as  c l a i m e d   in  c l a i m   1  above ,   w h e r e i n   t h e  

bag  member  is  formed  of  f l e x i b l e   m a t e r i a l   and  f u r t h e r  

c o m p r i s i n g   a  r e c l o s a b l e   t o p .  

3..  A  c o n t a i n e r   as  c l a i m e d   in  c l a i m   2,  w h e r e i n   s a i d   b a g  

member  f u r t h e r   c o m p r i s e s   a  m e t a l l i z e d   f l e x i b l e   i n n e r   l i n i n g . .  

4.  A  c o n t a i n e r   as  c l a i m e d   in  c l a i m   2,  w h e r e i n   s a i d   m e a n s  

f o r   a t t a c h i n g   c o m p r i s e s   an ima l   g l u e .  

5.  A  c o n t a i n e r   as  c l a i m e d   in  c l a i m   2,  w h e r e i n   s a i d   m e a n s  

fo r   a t t a c h i n g   c o m p r i s e s   p r e s s u r e - s e n s i t i v e   a d h e s i v e .  



6.  A  c o n t a i n e r   as  c l a i m e d   in  c l a im  2,  w h e r e i n   s a i d   means  

fo r   a t t a c h i n g   c o m p r i s e s   r u b b e r   c e m e n t .  

7.  A  c o n t a i n e r   as  c l a i m e d   in  c l a im  2,  w h e r e i n   s a i d   box  
member  has  f o u r   g e n e r a l l y   p l a n a r   s i d e s   and  a  g e n e r a l l y   p l a n a r  

b o t t o m ;  

s a i d   s i d e s   fo rming   the  shape  of  a  s q u a r e ;  

a  f i r s t   s i de   be ing   p a r a l l e l   to  a  t h i r d   s i d e ;  

a  s econd   s i de   be ing   p a r a l l e l   to  a  f o u r t h   s i d e ;  

the  bo t tom  be ing   m u t u a l l y   p e r p e n d i c u l a r   to  a l l   of  t h e  

s i d e s .  

8.  A  c o n t a i n e r   as  c l a i m e d   in  c l a im  2,  w h e r e i n   s a id   means  

fo r   a t t a c h i n g . c o m p r i s e s   hot  melt   a d h e s i v e .  

9.  A  c o n t a i n e r   as  c l a i m e d   in  c l a im  2,  w h e r e i n   s a i d   means  

for   a t t a c h i n g   c o m p r i s e s   r e s i n   g l u e .  

10.  A  s t a c k a b l e   c o n t a i n e r   fo r   c o n t a i n i n g   food  p r o d u c t s ,  

c o m p r i s i n g   in  c o m b i n a t i o n :  

a  b a g - l i k e   member  a d a p t e d   fo r   s t o r a g e   of  food  p r o d u c t s  

h a v i n g   at  l e a s t   one  o p e n a b l e   e n d ;  

a  box  member  h a v i n g   at  l e a s t   f o u r   u p s t a n d i n g   v e r t i c a l  

w a l l s   and  a  b o t t o m ;  

s a i d   box  member  b e i n g   f o r m e d   of  m a t e r i a l   t h a t   i s  

s u f f i c i e n t l y   s t i f f   to  p e r m i t   s t a c k i n g   of  a  p l u r a l i t y  

of  box  members  a l ong   f a c i n g   s i d e   w a l l s ;  

the   box  member  be ing   a d a p t e d   to  r e c e i v e   and  r e t a i n   t h e  

bag  member  for   p r o t e c t i o n   t h e r e o f ;  

a  means  for   c o n n e c t i n g   a  wal l   of  s a i d   bag  member  w i t h  

a  w a l l   of  s a id   box  member  whereby  a s s o c i a t i o n   of  t h e  

bag  member  and  box  member  is  m a i n t a i n e d ;  



s a i d   means  for   a t t a c h i n g   be ing   g e n e r a l l y   s m a l l  
r e l a t i v e   to  the  a r ea   of  s i d e   wall   of  the   box  m e m b e r ;  
s a i d   o p e n a b l e   end  of  s a i d   b a g - l i k e   member   f u r t h e r  
c o m p r i s i n g   at  l e a s t   two  c o n v e r g i n g   s i d e   w a l l s ;  
s a i d   c o n v e r g i n g   s i d e   w a l l s   be ing   l o c a t e d   above  an  o p e n  

e d g e   of  s a i d   box  member  w h e r e b y   o p e n i n g   of  s a i d  

b a g - l i k e   member  at  s a i d   o p e n a b l e   end  is  not   Impeded  by 

the  u p s t a n d i n g   w a l l s   of  s a i d   box  m e m b e r .  

1 1 .   A  s t a c k a b l e   c o n t a i n e r   as  c l a i m e d   in  c l a i m   10  a b o v e ,  

w h e r e i n   s a i d   o p e n a b l e   end  of  s a i d   b a g - l i k e   member  is  a d a p t e d   t o  

be  r e c l o s a b l e .  

12.   A  s t a c k a b l e   c o n t a i n e r   as  c l a i m e d   I n  c l a i m   11  a b o v e ,  

w h e r e i n   s a i d   at  l e a s t   two  c o n v e r g i n g   s i d e   w a l l s   f a c e   o n e  

a n o t h e r ,   whereby  upon  o p e n i n g   of  s a i d   o p e n a b l e   end  s a i d   two  

c o n v e r g i n g   s i d e   w a l l s   are  s e p a r a t e d   so  as  to  form  g e n e r a l l y  

p a r a l l e l   s i d e   w a l l s .  

13.  A  s t a c k a b l e   c o n t a i n e r   as  c l a i m e d   in  c l a i m   12  a b o v e ,  

w h e r e i n   s a i d   o p e n a b l e   end  of  s a i d   b a g - l i k e   member  has  a  t i n -  

t i e   at  bo th   ends  of  s a id   two  c o n v e r g i n g   s i d e   w a l l s ,   whereby   t h e  

t i n - t i e s   may  be  used  to  s e l e c t i v e l y   r e t a i n   a  p o r t i o n   of  s a i d  

two  c o n v e r g i n g   s i d e   w a l l s   in  a  g e n e r a l l y   f o l d e d   c o n d i t i o n .  

14.  A  c o n t a i n e r   as  c l a i m e d   in  c l a i m   13,  w h e r e i n   s a i d  

means  fo r   a t t a c h i n g   c o m p r i s e s   hot  mel t   a d h e s i v e .  

15.  A  c o n t a i n e r   as  c l a i m e d   in  c l a i m   13,  w h e r e i n   s a i d  

means  fo r   a t t a c h i n g   c o m p r i s e s   an imal   g l u e .  

16.  A  c o n t a i n e r   as  c l a i m e d   in  c l a i m   13,  w h e r e i n   s a i d  

means  fo r   a t t a c h i n g   c o m p r i s e s   p r e s s u r e   s e n s i t i v e   a d h e s i v e .  



17.  A  c o n t a i n e r   as  c l a i m e d   in  c l a i m   13,  w h e r e i n   s a i d  

means  f o r   a t t a c h i n g   c o m p r i s e s   r u b b e r   c e m e n t .  

18.   A  c o n t a i n e r   as  c l a i m e d   in  c l a i m   13,  w h e r e i n   s a i d   b a g  

member  f u r t h e r   c o m p r i s e s   a  m e t a l l i z e d   f l e x i b l e   i n n e r   l i n i n g .  
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