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(57)  This  invention  is  concerned  with  a  business  forms 
assembly  for  medical  use  particularly  in  hospitals  which  are 
capable  of  being  able  to  record  a  medical  test,  for  example  a 
blood  test,  which  assembly  comprises  a  backing  sheet  with 
one  part  of  the  backing  sheet  having  a  transparent  sheet 
secured  thereto  to  provide  a  bag  to  contain  a  medical  sample 
and  another  part  thereof  intended  to  receive  information 
about  the  medical  sample. 
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  This  invention  is  concerned  with  a  business  forms 
assembly  for  medical  use  particularly  in  hospitals  which  are 
capable  of  being  able  to  record  a  medical test,  for  example  a 
blood  test,  which  assembly  comprises  a  backing  sheet  with 
one  part  of  the  backing  sheet  having  a  transparent  sheet 
secured  thereto  to  provide  a  bag  to  contain  a  medical  sample 
and  another  part  thereof  intended  to  receive  information 
about  the  medical  sample. 





This  invent ion   has  r e f e r e n c e   to  bus iness   forms 

assembl ies   and  has  p a r t i c u l a r   r e f e r e n c e   to  b u s i n e s s  

forms  assembl ies   for  medical  use,  for  example  i n  

h o s p i t a l s   which  are  capable  of  r e c o r d i n g   a  medical  t e s t ,  

for  example  a  blood  t e s t   and  have  means  a s s o c i a t e d   w i t h  

the  bus iness   form  assembly  for  s e c u r i n g   a  sample  of  t h e  

medical  t e s t .  

In  B r i t i s h   Patent   S p e c i f i c a t i o n   No.  2081215,  t h e r e  

is  desc r ibed   a  bag  with  a  compartment  to  r ece ive   a 

c o n t a i n e r ,   for  example  for  a  blood  sample  and  a n o t h e r  

compartment  to  rece ive   a  form  to  ca r ry   in fo rmat ion   a b o u t  

the  sample.  Adhesive  means  are  p rov ided   to  close  t h e  

compartment  for  the  sample  c o n t a i n e r .  

It  is  an  object   of  the  p r e s e n t   i nven t ion   to  p r o v i d e  

a  combined  bus iness   form  and  compartment  capable  o f  

r e c e i v i n g   a  sample  con ta in ing   a  blood  or  other  med ica l  

s ample .  

According  to  the  present   i n v e n t i o n ,   a  bus iness   forms 

assembly  comprises  a  backing  sheet   with  one  part   of  t h e  

backing  sheet  having a   t r a n s p a r e n t   shee t   secured  t h e r e t o  

to  p r o v i d e  a  b a g   to  contain  a  medical   sample  and  a n o t h e r  

part   t he reo f   in tended  to  r ece ive   i n f o r m a t i o n   about  t h e  

m e d i c a l  s a m p l e .  

Preferablyy  -a   l ine  of  fold  p e r f o r a t i o n s   is  p r o v i d e d  

between  the  t r a n s p a r e n t   sheet  par t   and  the  i n f o r m a t i o n  

part   and  a  l ine   of  adhesive  is  p rov ided   on  the  i n f o r m a t i o n  

part   and  arranged  so  that   when  the  assembly  is  f o l d e d  

about  the  l ine   of  fold  p e r f o r a t i o n s   to  be  p o s i t i o n e d  



over  the  mouth  of  the  bag,  the  bag  is  c l o s e d .  

Convenient ly   the  invent ion  also  comprises   a  b u s i n e s s  

forms  r e t a i n e r   system  compris ing  a  cont inuous   bar  h a v -  

ing  a  p l u r a l i t y   of  limbs  the  lower  limb  of  which 

is  capable   of  support ing  a  p l u r a l i t y   of  b u s i n e s s  

forms  assembl ies   and  which  lower  limb  passes  t h r o u g h  

an  a p e r t u r e   in  the  r e s p e c t i v e   a s s e m b l i e s .  

A  business   forms  assembly  in  accordance  with  t h e  

p r e sen t   inven t ion   will  now  be  d e s c r i b e d   by  way  of  example 

with  r e f e r e n c e   to  the  accompanying  drawings  where in  

Fig.  1  is  a  plan  view  of  one  par t   of  the  forms  a s semb ly ,  

Fig.  2  is  a  side  view  of  the  forms  assembly  of  Fig.  1,  

Fig.  3  shows  a  m o d i f i c a t i o n  

Fig.  4  is  a  side  view  of  the  m o d i f i c a t i o n   shown  in  Fig.  3 

Fig.  5  is  a  side  view  of  the  forms  assembly  supported  on 

a  f i l i n g   t r a y .  

Fig.  6  is  a  diagrammatic  p e r s p e c t i v e   view  c o r r e s p o n d i n g  

to  Fig.  5  and 

Fig.  7  shows  a  m o d i f i c a t i o n  

Refe r r ing   to  Figs.  1  and  2  of  the  drawings,   t h e r e  

is  shown  a  bus iness   forms  assembly  compris ing  a  b a c k i n g  

sheet   1.  This  backing  sheet   p r e f e r a b l y   comprises  a 

con t inuous   web  2  of  bus iness   forms  s t a t i o n e r y   of  p a p e r  

but  p r e f e r a b l y   is  of  paper  l amina t ed   with  p l a s t i c s  

m a t e r i a l .   The  backing  sheet   has  marginal   feed  a p e r t u r e s   3 

at  the  oppos i te   sides  of  the  web  to  enable  the  web 

to  be  fed  through  a  t y p e w r i t e r   or  p r i n t   uni t   of  a  computer  

whereby  in fo rmat ion   is  app l i ed   to  the  web  as  w i l l  

be  h e r e i n a f t e r   descr ibed  but  for  some  a p p l i c a t i o n s  

such  feed  ape r tu r e s   are  not  n e c e s s a r y .   The  web  a l s o  



has  c r o s s   p e r f o r a t i o n s   to  d i v i d e   the  web  i n t o   f o r m s  

l e n g t h s   ( o n l y   one  form  b e i n g   shown  in  F i g .   1 . ) .  

The  web  has  on  the  r i g h t   hand  s i d e   ( a s  

shown  in  F i g s .   1  and  2)  A  w r i t t e n   d a t a   a r e a   4 

s u i t a b l e   to  r e c e i v e   i n f o r m a t i o n   abou t   a  b l o o d   t e s t   to  b e  

c a r r i e d   ou t   on  a  p a t i e n t .   P r i n t e d   m a t t e r   i n c l u d i n g  

l i n e s   d e f i n i n g   a r e a s   r e l a t i n g   to  c e r t a i n   k i n d s   o f  

i n f o r m a t i o n ,   and  words   s p e c i f y i n g   the  k i n d   o f  

i n f o r m a t i o n   a re   i n c l u d e d .   Some  of  t h i s   i n f o r m a t i o n   t o  

be  a p p l i e d   in  the  r e s p e c t i v e   a r e a s   such   as  the   name  

and  a d d r e s s   of  the  p a t i e n t ,   may  be  a p p l i e d   by  l a b e l  

to  w h i c h   d a t a   has  been  a p p l i e d   in  a  t y p e w r i t e r   o r  

l i k e   p r i n t   u n i t   but  o t h e r   i n f o r m a t i o n ,   fo r   e x a m p l e  

as  to  t h e   r e s u l t s   of  t e s t s   c a r r i e d   out  as  t he   b l o o d  

s a m p l e   may  be  i n s e r t e d   by  hand  on  the   w e b .  

On  the   l e f t   hand  s i d e   of  t he   web  2  ( as   s h o w n  

in  F i g s .   1  and  2) ,   a  t r a n s p a r e n t   web  5  i s   s e c u r e d   by  

l i n e s   of  a d h e s i v e   to  the  c o n t i n u o u s   web  2  to  form  a 

bag  s e c u r e d   on  t h r e e   s i d e s   and  open  on  the   t h i r d  

s i d e .   T h e s e   l i n e s   of  a d h e s i v e   i n c l u d e   a  l o n g i t u d i n a l  

l i n e   6  e x t e n d i n g   l o n g i t u d i n a l l y   of  the   web  2  and  a d j a c -  

ent   to  t h e   m a r g i n   of  the  web  2  and  t r a n s v e r s e   l i n e s  

of  a d h e s i v e   7  and  8  e x t e n d i n g   t r a n s v e r s e l y   of  t h e  

web  on  o p p o s i t e   s i d e s   of  t he   l i n e s   of  c r o s s   p e r f o r a t i o n  

d i v i d i n g   the   web  i n t o   form  l e n g t h s .   The  a d h e s i v e   i s  

of  the   k i n d   c a p a b l e   of  a d h e r i n g   to  b o t h   p l a s t i c s  

s h e e t   and  to  p a p e r   and  c o n v e n i e n t l y   i s   a  s y n t h e t i c  

r e s i n   b a s e d   e m u l s i o n   type   a d h e s i v e   as  s o l d   u n d e r  

the   name  E n v a p a t c h   234  by  N a t i o n a l   A d h e s i v e s .   The  

t r a n s p a r e n t   web  is  s u i t a b l y   of  p l a s t i c s   m a t e r i a l   o f  



the   k ind   w h i c h   does   not   t e a r   by  hand  u n l e s s   f i r s t  

cut   and  g i v e s   good  v i s i b i l i t y .   P o l y e s t e r   f i l m  

m a t e r i a l   and  p a r t i c u l a r l y   t he   f i l m   m a t e r i a l   s o l d   u n d e r  

the   name  of  M e l i n e x   by  ICI  P . L . C .   is   found  to  b e  

s u i t a b l e .   The  t r a n s p a r e n t   web  5  has  f eed   p e r f o r a -  

t i o n s   3  fo r   p u r p o s e   of  r e g i s t r a t i o n   wi th   t he   c o n t i n u o u s  

web  2  but  t h i s   is  not  a b s o l u t e l y   n e c e s s a r y .  

A  l i n e   of  f o l d   p e r f o r a t i o n s   9  e x t e n d s   l o n g i t u d -  

i n a l l y   of  the   a s s e m b l y   and  is  p r o v i d e d   c e n t r a l l y   of  t h e  

web  b e t w e e n   t he   i n n e r   edge  of  the   t r a n s p a r e n t   web  5 

and  the   i n n e r   edge   of  t he   p r i n t e d   d a t a   a r e a   4.  A 

l i n e   of  a d h e s i v e   10  e x t e n d s   l o n g i t u d i n a l l y   of  t he   web  2 

and  is  p o s i t i o n e d   b e t w e e n   the   f o l d   p e r f o r a t i o n s   9 

and  the  i n n e r   edge   of  the   p r i n t e d   d a t a   a r e a .   I t   is   r e -  

q u i r e d   t h a t   t h e   l i n e   of  f o l d   p e r f o r a t i o n s   9  s h a l l   b e  

p o s i t i o n e d   midway  b e t w e e n   the   i n n e r   edge  of  t h e  

t r a n s p a r e n t   web  and  the   c e n t r e   l i n e   of  a d h e s i v e  1 0 .  

Th i s   is   to  e n s u r e   t h a t   when  the   form  l e n g t h  i s   f o l d e d  

a b o u t   t he   l i n e   of  f o l d   p e r f o r a t i o n s   9,  the   l i n e   o f  

a d h e s i v e   10  c o v e r s   the   i n n e r   edge  of  the   t r a n s p a r e n t  

web  5  one  h a l f   of  the   a d h e s i v e   c o v e r i n g   the   l i p   o f  

the   t r a n s p a r e n t   web  5  and  one  h a l f   c o v e r i n g   t h e   p a r t  

of  the   web  2  b e t w e e n   the   l i p   of  the   web  5  and  t h e  

l i n e   of  f o l d   p e r f o r a t i o n s   9.  As  d e s c r i b e d   t h e   b a g  

c l o s e d   on  t h r e e   s i d e s ,   i s   f o r m e d   from  the   b a c k i n g  

web  1  and  t h e   t r a n s p a r e n t   web  5  w i t h   the   l i n e s   o f  

a d h e s i v e   6,  7  and  8  s e c u r i n g   the   b o t t o m   and  s i d e s   o f  

the   bag .   The  l i n e   of  a d h e s i v e   10  c o v e r i n g   t h e   m o u t h  

of  the   bag  c l o s e s   the   bag  on  the   f o u r t h   s i d e   t h e r e b y  

p r o v i d i n g   a  c o m p l e t e l y   s e a l e d   p a c k a g e .  



A  b a r r i e r   s h e e t   11  c o v e r s   the   l i n e   of  a d h e s i v e  

10  to  p r e v e n t   the  l i n e   of  a d h e s i v e   10  s t i c k i n g   to  o t h e r  

m a t e r i a l .   The  b a r r i e r   s h e e t   is  p r e f e r a b l y   a  r i b b o n   o f  

waxed  p a p e r .  

An  a d d i t i o n a l   l i n e   of  c r o s s   p e r f o r a t i o n s   12  i s  

p r o v i d e d   b e t w e e n   the  l i n e   of  a d h e s i v e   10  and  the   a r e a   4 

of  p r i n t e d   d a t a   to  e n a b l e   t h e   p r i n t e d   d a t a   a r e a   to  b e  

d e t a c h e d   from  the  a s s e m b l y   when  i n f o r m a t i o n   r e c o r d e d   on  

the   d a t a   a r e a   is  r e q u i r e d   f o r   d a t a   p r o c e s s i n g   or  o t h e r  

p u r p o s e s .  

A  p a i r   of  a p e r t u r e s   13  a re   p o s i t i o n e d   a d j a c e n t  

to  and  on  o p p o s i t e   s i d e s   o f  a n d   e q u i d i s t a n t   from  t h e  

l i n e   of  f o l d   p e r f o r a t i o n s   9  so  t h a t   when  the   web  i s  

f o l d e d   a b o u t   the   l i n e   9,  t he   a p e r t u r e s   a re   in  r e g i s t e r  

so  t h a t   the   a s s e m b l y   may  be  s u s p e n d e d   on  a  f i l i n g   p o s t  

or  in  a  r a i l   type   s u s p e n s i o n   s y s t e m   to  f a c i l i t a t e  

t r a n s p o r t   to  the   l a b o r a t o r y   or  fo r   s t o r a g e   p u r p o s e s   u n t i l  

such  t ime   as  t hey   are   r e q u i r e d .  

The  p r i n t e d   d a t a   a r e a   4  can  be  d e t a c h e d   from  t h e  

r e m a i n d e r   of  the   form  l e n g t h   and  the   i n f o r m a t i o n  

r e c o r d e d   on  the   a r e a   4  can  be  u sed   fo r   the   r e q u i r e d  

p u r p o s e s .   In  p a r t i c u l a r ,   t h e   i n f o r m a t i o n   a r e a   4  may 

be  used   in  c o n j u n c t i o n   w i t h   a  C o u l t e r   m a c h i n e   fo r   b l o o d  

c o u n t   p u r p o s e s   or  a  h a n d w r i t t e n   r e p o r t   may  be  c o m p l e t e d  

on  the   f o r m .  

In  a  t y p i c a l   e x a m p l e ,   a  form  l e n g t h   has  a  w i d t h  

of  17 .7   i n c h e s   (450  mms)  and  a  form  d e p t h   of  5  i n c h e s  

(127  mms).  I t   is   p r e f e r r e d   t h a t   the   b a c k i n g   s h e e t   1 

is   of  p a p e r   c o a t e d   wi th   a  p l a s t i c s   m a t e r i a l  c o a t i n g   f o r  



e x a m p l e ,   p o l y t h e n e   on  the   r e v e r s e   s i d e   ( t h a t  

is  the  o u t e r   s i d e ) .   For  e x a m p l e ,   the   p a p e r   is  of  80  

grammes  per   s q u a r e   m e t e r   b l e a c h e d   k r a f t   s u l p h a t e  

pape r   c o v e r e d   w i t h   a  c o a t i n g   of  p o l y t h e n e   of  a b o u t  

23  g rammes   per   s q u a r e   m e t e r .  

When  a  b u s i n e s s   form  as  shown  in  F i g s .   1  a n d  

2  is  to  be  u s e d   fo r   r e q u e s t i n g   d e t a i l s   of  b l o o d   o r  

o t h e r   f l u i d   t e s t s   to  be  c a r r i e d   out   a  s a m p l e   o f  

b lood   i s   t a k e n   from  the   p a t i e n t   and  i n s e r t e d   in  a 

c a p s u l e   15  i n t o   the   bag  made  by  the   b a c k i n g   s h e e t  

and  t r a n s p a r e n t   web  and  c l o s e d   on  t h r e e   s i d e s   i n  

t h a t   p a r t i c u l a r   form  l e n g t h .   The  b a r r i e r   s h e e t  

is   t hen   r e m o v e d   and  t he   form  l e n g t h   is  f o l d e d  

a b o u t   t he   f o l d   p e r f o r a t i o n   l i n e   9  so  t h a t   t h e  

e x p o s e d   l i n e   of  a d h e s i v e   10  c o v e r s   the   i n n e r   edge  o f  

the  bag  and  r e t a i n s t h e   c a p s u l e   in  the   bag .   The  p o s i t i o n  

of  the  l i n e   of  a d h e s i v e   when  the   form  l e n g t h   is   f o l d e d  

has  h a l f   of  i t s   a r e a   c o v e r i n g   the   p r i n t e d   d a t a   a r e a  

and  the   o t h e r   h a l f   c o v e r s   t h e   edge  of  the   bag.   T h e  

f o l d e d   o v e r   form  l e n g t h   may  be  s u p p o r t e d   on  a  c r o s s  

bar  or  f i l i n g   p o s t   e x t e n d i n g   t h r o u g h   the   a p e r t u r e s  

13  to  f a c i l i t a t e   t r a n s p o r t a t i o n   to  a  l a b o r a t o r y .  

Such  a  c r o s s   bar   or  f i l i n g   p o s t   may  be  a s s o c i a t e d   w i t h  

a  f i l i n g   t r a y   which   c o n s t i t u t e s   a  r e c o r d   r e t a i n e d   to  b e  

h e r e i n a f t e r   d e s c r i b e d .   At  t h e   l a b o r a t o r y ,   t e s t s   a r e  

c a r r i e d   ou t   and  the   r e s u l t s   of  t h e s e   t e s t s   a r e  

r e c o r d e d   on  t h e   p r i n t e d   d a t a   a r e a   4  and  p r o c e s s e d   i n  

the   u s u a l   way  as  r e q u i r e d   by  the   h o s p i t a l .   I t   w i l l  



be  n o t e d   t h a t   the   c a p s u l e   15  is  c o n t a i n e d   w i t h i n  

the  bag  f o r m e d   by  the   c o n t i n u o u s   web  2  and  t h e  

t r a n s p a r e n t   web  1  and  may  be  removed   from  t h e  

bag  by  d e t a c h i n g   at  the   l i n e   of  a d h e s i v e   1 0 .  

A l t e r n a t i v e l y   t he   bag  may  be  f o r c e d   a g a i n s t   an  i m m o v -  

ab le   s u r f a c e   to  f o r c e   the  c a p s u l e   to  b u r s t   t he   b a g .  

A  m o d i f i e d   c o n s t r u c t i o n   of  b u s i n e s s   f o r m s  

a s s e m b l y   i s   shown  in  F i g s .   3  and  4  which   c o n s t r u c t i o n  

is  s i m i l a r   to  the   c o n s t r u c t i o n   shown  F i g s .   1  and  2 .  

A  p a i r   of  d u p l i c a t e   forms  s h e e t s   13  of  which   i s   p a r t  

of  a  web  e x t e n d i n g   l o n g i t u d i n a l l y   of  the   b u s i n e s s  

forms  a s s e m b l y ,   is   p o s i t i o n e d   above   the   p r i n t e d  

d a t a   a r e a .   The  form  s h e e t s   13  a re   p r i n t e d   i n  

the  same  or  s i m i l a r   f o r m a t   as  the  d a t a   a r e a   4.  The 

form  s h e e t s   13  a re   e i t h e r   of  s e l f   copy  p a p e r   ( s u c h   as  t h e  

s e l f   copy  p a p e r   s o l d   u n d e r   the   T r a d e m a r k   MCP)  or  t h e  

s h e e t s   13  a r e   r e c o r d   s h e e t s   and  i n t e r - l e a v e d   s h e e t s  

of  t r a n s f e r   c a r b o n   p a p e r   and  p o s i t i o n e d   b e t w e e n  

a d j a c e n t   r e c o r d   s h e e t s   for   d a t a   t r a n s f e r   p u r p o s e s .  

The  s h e e t s   13  a re   s e c u r e d   t o g e t h e r   and  to  t h e  

p r i n t e d   d a t a   a r e a   by  l i n e s   of  a d h e s i v e   14.  T h e  

i n n e r   e d g e s   of  t he   s h e e t s   13  a re   p o s i t i o n e d   in  l i n e  

wi th   the  l i n e s   of  l o n g i t u d i n a l   p e r f o r a t i o n s   1 2 .  

The  d u p l i c a t e   f o r m s s h e e t s   e n a b l e   d e t a i l s   of  i n f o r m a t i o n  

a b o u t   b l o o d   t e s t s ,   t e c .   to  be  r e c o r d e d   on  more  t h a t  

one  s h e e t   of  p a p e r   for   e x a m p l e   for   m e d i c a l   r e c o r d  

p u r p o s e s .  



The  a s s e m b l y   shown  in  F i g s .   3  and  4  o p e r a t e s  

in  t h e   same  way  as  the  a s s e m b l y   shown  in  F i g s .   1  a n d  

2  e x c e p t   t h a t   a d d i t i o n a l   copy  s h e e t s   c o r r e s p o n d i n g  

to  t h e   p r i n t e d   d a t a   a r e a   4  a re   p r o v i d e d   as  may  b e  

r e q u i r e d .  

In  a  f u r t h e r   a l t e r n a t i v e   a r r a n g e m e n t ,   t h e  

p r i n t e d   l a y o u t   of  the   d a t a   a r e a   4  may  be  r e p r o d u c e d   on 

t he   back   of  t he   c o n t i n u o u s   web  2  on  t he   s i d e ,  

r e m o t e   from  the   t r a n s p a r e n t   web  5 .  

R e f e r r i n g   to  F i g s .   5  and  6  of  t he   d r a w i n g s  

t h e r e   is  shown  a  r e c o r d   r e t a i n e r   21  l o c a t e d   on  a  t r a y  

22  (  on ly   p a r t   of  which   is   shown  in  F i g .   6 ) .   The  

r e c o r d   r e t a i n e r   21  c o m p r i s e s   a  c o n t i n u o u s   bar   of  m e t a l  

f o r   e x a m p l e   of  s t e e l   c o v e r e d   by  a  c o v e r i n g   of  p l a s t i c s  

m a t e r i a l   f o r   e x a m p l e   p o l y e t h y l e n e   or  p o l y p r o p y l e n e  

but   p r e f e r a b l y   of  n y l o n .   The  n y l o n   c o v e r i n g   may  b e  

a p p l i e d   f i r s t   by  h e a t   t r e a t m e n t   and  t h e n   by  d i p p i n g  

the   m e t a l   a s s e m b l y   in  n y l o n   powder   or  n y l o n   p r e f o r m e r  

p o w d e r .   The  p l a s t i c s   m a t e r i a l   mus t   be  c a p a b l e  

of  w i t h s t a n d i n g   s t eam  c l e a n i n g   and  s t e r i l i z i n g   a s  

in  an  A u t o c l a v e .   The  bar   i n c l u d e s   a  l o w e r   l imb  23 

w h i c h   i s   s u b s t a n t i a l l y   s t r a i g h t   and  p o s i t i o n e d  

h o r i z o n t a l l y   or  n e a r l y   so ,   so  as  to  a l l o w   s p e c i m e n s  

to  s l i d e   away  from  the   f r e e   end  bu t   has  an  u p w a r d l y  

c u r v e d   f r e e   p a r t   24.  T h i s   l ower   l imb  23  has  a 

d i a m e t e r   s l i g h t l y   l e s s   t h a n   the   d i a m e t e r   of  a n  

a p e r t u r e   f o r m e d   a d j a c e n t   the   u p p e r   edge   of  a  b u s i n e s s  

f o r m s   a s s e m b l y   shown  in  F i g s .   1  and  4  d i v i d e d   i n t o  

a  s i n g l e   bag  l e n g t h   and  shown  d i a g r a m m a t i c a l l y   at  2 5 .  



The  bar  also  inc ludes   all  upper  limb  26 

i n t e g r a l l y   connected  to  the  lower  limb  23  by  an  i n t e r -  

mediate  po r t ion   27  to  form  a  c a r ry ing   handle  and  so 

that  specimens  will   s l ide   down  when  removed  from  t h e  

main  assembly.  Adjacent  i t s   outer   end  the  upper  l imb 

which  has  a  d iameter   the  same  as  the  diameter   of  t h e  

lower  limb  23  has  a  s t r a i g h t   po r t i on   28  p o s i t i o n e d  

s u b s t a n t i a l l y   h o r i z o n t a l l y .   At  about  the  mid  part  of  t h e  

upper  l imb the   limb  bends  upwardly  and  then  bends  to  a 

fu r the r   s u b s t a n t i a l l y   h o r i z o n t a l   po r t ion   29  but  spaced  from 

the  i n t e r m e d i a t e   por t ion   27  by  a  l a rge r   d i s tance   than  t h e  

d i s t ance   between  the  s t r a i g h t   limb  por t ion   and  t h e  

i n t e r m e d i a t e   p o r t i o n .   The  outer   end  of  the  f u r t h e r  

h o r i z o n t a l   p o r t i o n   29  t e r m i n a t e s   in  a  bend  which  j o i n s  

the  i n t e r m e d i a t e   po r t ion   27.  

The  record   r e t a i n e r   is  capable   of  suppor t ing   t h e  

forms  records  25  on  i t s   lower  limb  23  and  of  being  s u p p o r t e d  

by  a  s leeve  24  on  the  tray  22  to  be  h e r e i n a f t e r   d e s c r i b e d .  

The  tray  comprises  a  drip  tray  base  31  o f  

r e c t a n g u l a r   form  with  shallow  side  walls   32  at  each  s i d e .  

An  i n t e g r a l   handle  member  33  with  v e r t i c a l   side  p a r t s  

33a  and  a  h o r i z o n t a l   top  par t   33b  is  secured  at  t h e  

lower  end  of  i t s   side  pa r t s   33a  to  the  r e s p e c t i v e   s i d e  

walls  as  by  w e l d i n g  

A  p l u r a l i t y   of  s l eeves   34  are  secured  as  by 

welding  to  the  h o r i z o n t a l   top  par t   33b  of  the  handle  member. 

The  end  of  the  s leeve   34  to  r ece ive   the  record  r e t a i n e r   i s  

chamfered  to  f a c i l i t a t e   i n s e r t i o n   of  the  record  r e t a i n e r   i n  

the  s leeve .   The  l o n g i t u d i n a l   cen t re   l ine   of  each  r e s p e c t i v e  

sleeve  is  p o s i t i o n e d   above  and  at  r igh t   angles  to  the  h o r i z o n t a l  

top  part  33b  and  are  each  secured  to  the  top  part  by  w e l d i n g .  



The  s l eeves   are  each  loca ted   in  a  h o r i z o n t a l  

plane  in  the  record  r e t a i n e r   shovn. I t   is  in tended  t h a t  

t he re   are  three   s leeves   secured  to  the  top  part   33b 

with  the  s l eeves   so  spaced  so  that   when  the  forms 

r e c o r d s   25  which  when  folded  has  a  depth  o f  

a p p r o x i m a t e l y   nine  and  one  ha l f   (9k)  i n c h e s  

(24  c e n t i m e t r e s )   and  has  a  width  of  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  

f ive   (5)  inches  (13  c e n t i m e t r e s )   the  forms  r e c o r d s  

a s s e m b l i e s   l ie   close  to  the  t ray  22  and  the  forms 

r e c o r d s   assembl ies   are  p o s i t i o n e d   in  groups  which  

groups  l ie   close  to  one  ano ther   side  by  s i d e .  

The  handle  member  33  as  shown  has  a  c a r r y i n g  

handle   35  of  s imi la r   bar  m a t e r i a l   covered  w i t h  

p l a s t i c s   m a t e r i a l   which  is  secured  to  the  top  p a t t  

33b.  Also  an  ex tens ion   36  is  formed  from  t h e  

r e s p e c t i v e   side  par ts   and  has  an  eye  po r t ion   which 

e n a b l e s   the  tray  to  be  mounted  on  a  wall  or  o t h e r  

s u r f a c e   as  by  a  screw  37.  The  tray  is  also  c o v e r e d  

with  a  coa t ing   of  nylon  or  other   p l a s t i c s   m a t e r i a l .  

The  cover ing   is  provided  in  order  that   the  r e c o r d  

r e t a i n e r   and  t ray  may  be  capable   of  being  s u b j e c t e d  

to  heat   t r ea tmen t   such  as  steam  c leaning   as  in  an  

Autoc lave   for  s t e r i l i z a t i o n   p u r p o s e s .  

When  a  record  r e t a i n e r   as  descr ibed   is  to  be 

used  the  reques ted   d e t a i l s   for  example  of  a  medical   t e s t  

are  en t e r ed   on  a  forms  record   and  a  sample  ( f o r  

eample  of  blood)  is  taken  and  i n se r t ed   into  a 



con ta ine r   which  in  turn  is  placed  in  the  bag  o r  

envelope  of  the  forms  r e co rds .   The  bag  or  

envelope  is  then  closed  and  the  forms  record  is  p l a c e d  

on  the  record  r e t a i n e r   with  the  ape r tu re   in  t h e  

forms  record  engaged  on  the  lower  limb  23.  In  t h e  

record  r e t a i n e r   descr ibed   the re   are  three  s e p a r a t e  

record  r e t a i n e r s   so  one  r e t a i n e r   may  be  used  to  r e c e i v e  

sample  t e s t s   r e l a t i n g   to  for  example  HAEMATOLOGY,  a n o t h e r  

for  MICRO  BIOLOGY  and  the  t h i r d   for  CLINICAL  CHEMISTRY. 

When  enough  forms  r eco rds   are  mounted  on  t h e  

record  r e t a i n e r ,   the  record  r e t a i n e r   is  c a r r i e d   by 

the  h o r i z o n t a l   ca r ry ing   p o r t i o n   to  the  tray  where 

the  upper  limb  engages  a  s e l e c t e d   one  of  the  s l eeves   34.  

When  the  s l eeves   are  engaged  the  tray  with  the  r e c o r d  

r e t a i n e r   is  c a r r i e d   to  the  a p p r o p r i a t e   l a b o r a t o r y   f o r  

t e s t i n g   where  the  records   are  dea l t   with  and  f u r t h e r   i n f o r m a t i o n  

about  the  samples  are  recorded   on  the  forms  records   and  t h e y  

are  f u r t h e r   p r o c e s s e d .  

Ins tead   of  providing  a  r e t a i n e r   system  with  t h e  

cont inuous   bar  r e t a ined   on  a  ca r ry ing   tray  it  may  be 

r e t a i n e d   in  a   car ry ing   case  having  components  s i m i l a r   t o  

the  tray  but  enclosed  by  panel  members. 

Also  i n s t ead   of  s u p p o r t i n g   the  record  r e t a i n e r s  

on  the  tray  member  shown  in  Figs.   5  and  6  they  may  be  s u p p o r t e d  

on  a  s leeve  37  which  is  secured   as  by  welding  to  a  pair   o f  

b racke t s   38  each  with  an  eye  39  which  enables  the  s leeve  t o  

be  secured  as  by  a  screw  to  a  wall  or  other  s u r f a c e .   The 

oppos i te   ends  of  the  s l eeve   are  chamfered  to  enable  t h e  

r e t a i n e d   to  be  located  wi th in   the  s leeve  from  e i t h e r   of  t h e  

two  ends  shown  in  Fig.  6 .  



1.  A  bus iness   forms  assembly  p r i m a r i l y   intended  f o r  

use  for  example  in  h o s p i t a l s   for  r e c o r d i n g   a  medica l  

tes t   compr is ing   a  backing  sheet  with  a  f i r s t   part  o f  

the  backing  sheet  having  a  t r a n s p a r e n t   sheet   s e c u r e d  

t h e r e t o   to  provide  a  bag  to  con ta in   a  medical  sample 

and  a  second  par t   of  the  backing  shee t   in tended   t o  

rece ive   i n f o r m a t i o n   about  the  medical   s a m p l e .  

2.  A  b u s i n e s s   forms  assembly  a c c o r d i n g   to  claim  1 

wherein  a  l ine   of  fold  p e r f o r a t i o n s   is  provided  in  t h e  

backing  sheet   between  the  t r a n s p a r e n t   sheet  part  and 

the  i n f o r m a t i o n   r ece iv ing   part  and  a  l ine   of  a d h e s i v e  

is  provided  on  the  informat ion  part   and  a r ranged  so  t h a t  

when  the  assembly  is  folded  about  the  l ine   of  f o l d  

p e r f o r a t i o n s   to  be  pos i t ioned   over  the  mouth  of  the  bag ,  

the  bag  is  c l o s e d .  

3.  A  bus ine s s   forms  assembly  a c c o r d i n g   to  claim  2 

wherein  an  a p e r t u r e   is  provided  in  the  f i r s t   part   and  in  t h e  

second  par t   spaced  e q u i d i s t a n t l y   from  the  l ine   of  f o l d  

p e r f o r a t i o n s   and  so  located  that   when  the  assembly  i s  

folded  about  the  l ine   of  fold  p e r f o r a t i o n s   the  a p e r t u r e s  

are  i n  r e g i s t e r   the  one  with  the  o t h e r .  

4.  A  b u s i n e s s   forms  assembly  a c c o r d i n g   to  any  one  

of  the  p reced ing   claims  having  a  p l u r a l i t y   of  copy  s h e e t s  

a s s o c i a t e d   with  the  part  of  the  backing  sheet   i n t e n d e d  

to  r ece ive   i n f o r m a t i o n .  

5.  A  b u s i n e s s   forms  assembly  a c c o r d i n g   to  any one  o f  

the  p reced ing   c laims  wherein  the  assembly  is  p r o v i d e d  

with  marginal   feed  a p e r t u r e s .  



6.  A  business   forms  r e t a i n e r   system  c o m p r i s i n g  

a  cont inuous   bar  having  p l u r a l i t y   of  limbs  the  lower 

limb  of  which  is  capable  of  suppor t ing   a  p l u r a l i t y  

of  bus iness   forms  a s sembl i e s   as  claimed  in  claim  3 

and  which  lower  limb  passes   through  an  a p e r t u r e  

in  the  r e s p e c t i v e   a s sembl i e s   and  the  lower  

limb  of  which  is  formed  as  a  ca r ry ing   handle  whereby 

each  of  the  business  forms  a s sembl ies   is  suspended  

from  the  lower  l imb.  

7.  A  business  forms  r e t a i n e r   system  a c c o r d i n g  

to  claim  6  wherein  the  r e g i s t e r   a p e r t u r e s   a r e  

p o s i t i o n e d   adjacent   to  the  l ine   of  adhesive  part  of  t h e  

assembly  so  that  when  the  bag  of  the  assembly  is  suspended 

from  the  lower  limb  the  f ront   of  the  bag  i s  

secured  on  three  s ides  by  adhes ive   j o in ing   t h e  

backing  sheet  and  the  t r a n s p a r e n t   sheet   and  l o c a t e d  

at  the  suspended  part  of  the  bag .  

8.  A  business   forms  assembly  p r imar i l y   intended  f o r  

use  for  example  in  h o s p i t a l s   for  r eques t i ng   and  r e c o r d i n g  

a  medical  t es t   c o n s t r u c t e d   and  arranged  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  

as  here in   descr ibed  with  r e f e r e n c e   to  the  accompanying 

documents .  

9.  A  business   forms  r e t a i n e r   system  p r i m a r i l y  

in tended   for  use  for  example  in  h o s p i t a l s   for  c o l l e c t i n g  

s o r t i n g   and  t r a n s p o r t i n g   forms  assembl ies   and  a r r a n g e d  

s u b s t a n t i a l l y   as  herein   d e s c r i b e d   with  r e fe rence   to  t h e  

accompanying  d r awings .  
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