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Multipacks  for  flanged  containers. 

@  A  package  incorporating  a  group  of  flanged  containers 
(c)  arranged  in  one  or  more  rows  and  in  at  least  one  tier  (t), 
which  package  comprises  a  top  panel  (12)  overlying  the  tops 
of  the  containers  in  the  or  each  row  of  containers  or  of  the 
uppermost  tier  of  containers,  side  panels  means  (22,  26)  flank- 
ing  the  outermost  sides  of  the  containers  in  each  row  and 
wherein  the  side  panel  means  each  include  a  portion  (14,  16) 
secured  to  the  undersides  of  the  flanges  (f  )  of  the  containers  in 
each  row  thereof  or  at  least  to  each  row  of  containers  in  the 
lowermost  tier  (t2)  of  containers  where  more  than  one  tier  of 
containers  is  present. 
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@  A  package  incorporating  a  group  of  flanged  containers 
(c)  arranged  in  one  or  more  rows  and  in  at  least  one  tier  (t), 
which  package  comprises  a  top  panel  (12)  overlying  the  tops 
of  the  containers  in  the  or  each  row  of  containers  or  of  the 
uppermost  tier  of  containers,  side  panels  means  (22,  26)  flank- 
ing  the  outermost  sides  of  the  containers  in  each  row  and 
wherein  the  side  panel  means  each  include  a  portion  (14,  16) 
secured  to  the  undersides  of  the  flanges  (f)  of  the  containers  in 
each  row  thereof  or  at  least  to  each  row  of  containers  in  the 
lowermost  tier  (t2)  of  containers  where  more  than  one  tier  of 
containers  is  present. 



This   i n v e n t i o n   r e l a t e s   to  p a c k a g e s   e a c h   i n c o r p o r a t i n g   a  g r o u p  
of  f l a n g e d   c o n t a i n e r s   and  to  b l a n k s   f o r   f o r m i n g   such   p a c k a g e s .  

One  a s p e c t   of  t he   i n v e n t i o n   p r o v i d e s   a  p a c k a g e   i n c o r p o r a t i n g  

a  g r o u p   of  f l a n g e d   c o n t a i n e r s   a r r a n g e d   in  at  l e a s t   one  r o w ,  
which   p a c k a g e   c o m p r i s e s   a  top  p a n e l   o v e r l y i n g   the   t o p s   of  t h e  

c o n t a i n e r s   in  e a c h   row  and  s i d e   p a n e l   means   f l a n k i n g   t h e  

e x p o s e d   s i d e s   of  t he   c o n t a i n e r s   in   e a c h   row,  c h a r a c t e r i s e d   i n  

t h a t   s a i d   s i d e   p a n e l   means   e a c h   i n c l u d e   p o r t i o n s   s e c u r e d   t o  

the   u n d e r s i d e s   of  t he   c o n t a i n e r   f l a n g e s   in  each   row  t h e r e o f . .  

A n o t h e r   a s p e c t   o f . t h e   i n v e n t i o n   p r o v i d e s   a  p a c k a g e   i n c o r p o r a -  

t i n g   a  g r o u p   of  f l a n g e d   c o n t a i n e r s   a r r a n g e d   in  at  l e a s t   o n e  

row  and  in  at   l e a s t   one  t i e r ,   wh ich   p a c k a g e   c o m p r i s e s   a  t o p  

p a n e l   o v e r l y i n g   the   t o p s   of  the   c o n t a i n e r s   in  each   row  of  t h e  

u p p e r m o s t   t i e r   of   c o n t a i n e r s ,   s i d e   p a n e l   means   f l a n k i n g   t h e  

o u t e r m o s t   s i d e s   of  t he   c o n t a i n e r s   in   e a c h   row  and  w h e r e i n   t h e  

s i d e   p a n e l   means   e a c h   i n c l u d e   p o r t i o n s   s e c u r e d   to  the   u n d e r -  

s i d e s   of  the   f l a n g e s   of  the   c o n t a i n e r s   in  each   row  o f  

c o n t a i n e r s   at   l e a s t   in  the   u p p e r m o s t   t i e r   t h e r e o f   where   m o r e  

t h a n   one  t i e r   of  c o n t a i n e r s   i s   p r e s e n t .  

A  number   of   p a c k a g e s   and  b l a n k s   e m b o d y i n g   the   i n v e n t i o n   w i l l  

now  be  d e s c r i b e d   by  way  of   e x a m p l e   w i t h   r e f e r e n c e   to  t h e  

a c c o m p a n y i n g   d r a w i n g s ,   in  w h i c h : -  



FIGURE  1  i s   a  p l a n   view  of  a  b l a n k   from  which  a  f i r s t   p a c k a g e  

a c c o r d i n g   to  the   i n v e n t i o n   i s   f o r m e d ;  

FIGURE  2  i s   a  p e r s p e c t i v e   view  of  the  f i r s t   p a c k a g e ;  

FIGURE  3  i s   a  s c h e m a t i c   end  view  of  a  f u r t h e r   p a c k a g e   s h o w i n g  

the  means   by  which  a  b l a n k   i s   s e c u r e d   to  the  c o n t a i n e r s ;  

FIGURE  4  i s   a  p l a n   view  of  a  m o d i f i e d   b l a n k   fo r   f o r m i n g  

a n o t h e r   p a c k a g e   a c c o r d i n g   to  the  i n v e n t i o n ;  

F I G U R E  5   i s   a  p e r s p e c t i v e   view  of  a  p a c k a g e   f o r m e d   f rom  t h e  

b l a n k   shown  in  FIGURE  4 ;  

F I G U R E  6   i s   a  p l a n   view  of  a  f u r t h e r   b l a n k   fo r   f o r m i n g   a 

t w i n - t i e r   p a c k a g e ;  

FIGURE  7  i s   a  p e r s p e c t i v e   view  of  a  p a c k a g e   f o r m e d   f rom  t h e  

b l a n k   shown  in  FIGURE  6 ;  

FIGURE  8  i s   a  p l a n   view  of  a  m o d i f i e d   v e r s i o n   of  the   b l a n k  

shown  in  FIGURE  6 ;  

F IGURE 9   i s   a  p e r s p e c t i v e   view  of  a  p a c k a g e   f o r m e d  f r o m   t h e  

b l a n k   shown  in  F I G U R E S ;  

FIGURE  10  i s   a  p l a n   view  of  a  f u r t h e r   b l a n k   f o r   f o r m i n g   a 

t w i n - t i e r   p a c k a g e ;  

FIGURE  11  i s   a  p e r s p e c t i v e   view  of  a  p a c k a g e   f o r m e d   from  t h e  

b l a n k   shown  in  FIGURE  1 0 ;  

FIGURE  12  i s   a  p l a n   view  of  a  s t i l l   f u r t h e r   b l a n k   f o r   f o r m i n g  

a  t w i n - t i e r   p a c k a g e ,   a n d  

FIGURES  13  and  14  a r e   p e r s p e c t i v e   v i ews   of  a  p a c k a g e   f o r m e d  

from  the   b l a n k   shown  in  FIGURE  12.  



R e f e r r i n g   f i r s t   to  FIGURES  1  and  2  of  the   d r a w i n g s ,   FIGURE  1 

shows  an  e l o n g a t e   b l a n k   10  f o r m e d   from  p a p e r b o a r d   or  s i m i l a r  

f o l d a b l e   s h e e t   m a t e r i a l   and  which   c o m p r i s e s   a  top  p a n e l   12  t o  

each   of  the  l o n g i t u d i n a l   e d g e s   of  which   i s   h i n g e d   i n t e g r a l  

g l u e   s t r i p s   14  and  16  a l o n g   f o l d   l i n e s   18  and  20,  r e s p e c t i v e -  

ly .   A  s i d e   p a n e l   22  i s   h i n g e d   to  g l u e   s t r i p   14  a l o n g   f o l d  

l i n e   24  and  a  s i d e   p a n e l   26  i s   h i n g e d   to  g l u e   s t r i p   16  a l o n g  

f o l d   l i n e   2 8 .  

To  form  the  c o m p l e t e d   p a c k a g e   i l l u s t r a t e d   in  FIGURE  2  of  t h e  

d r a w i n g s ,   the   b l a n k   i s   a p p l i e d   to  a  g r o u p   of  c o n t a i n e r s   ' C ' ,  

w h i c h ,   as  in  t h i s   c a s e ,   may  each   be  c o n n e c t e d   to  an  a d j a c e n t  

c o n t a i n e r   by  i t s   f l a n g e   ' f ' ,   so  t h a t   the   top  p a n e l   12  l i e s   on  

the   t o p s   of  the   c o n t a i n e r s   in  the  g r o u p .   The  g l u e   s t r i p s   14 

and  16  a r e   t h e n   b r o u g h t   i n t o   a b u t m e n t   w i t h   and  s e c u r e d   t o  

(as   by  g l u i n g )   the   u n d e r f a c e s   of  the   f l a n g e s   ' f '   of  t h e  

c o n t a i n e r s   in  each   of  the   rows  R' ,  R2  by  f o l d i n g   the   b l a n k  

a l o n g   f o l d   l i n e s   18 ,24   and  2 0 , 2 8 .   This   f o l d i n g   o p e r a t i o n  

a l s o   b r i n g s   each   of  the   s i d e   p a n e l s   22  a n d . 2 6   i n t o   a b u t m e n t  

w i th   the   e x p o s e d   f a c e s   of  the   a d j a c e n t   c o n t a i n e r s .  

FIGURE  3  i s   a  s c h e m a t i c   end  view  of  a  s i n g l e   l i n e   p a c k a g e   i n  

which   l i k e   p a r t s   of  the   b l a n k   r e f e r r e d   to  above   a r e   d e s i g n -  

a t e d   l i k e   r e f e r e n c e   n u m e r a l s   w i t h   the   a d d i t i o n   of  s u f f i x   ' a ' .  

In  a  m o d i f i e d   e m b o d i m e n t ,   i l l u s t r a t e d   in  FIGURES  4  and  5  t h e  

b l a n k   30  i s   of  s i m i l a r   c o n s t r u c t i o n   to  t h a t   p r e v i o u s l y  

d e s c r i b e d   but   has   s i d e   p a n e l s   c o m p r i s i n g   a  s e r i e s   of  c o n n e c t -  

ed  f l a p s .   The  b l a n k   30  i n c l u d e s   a  top  p a n e l   32  to  each   o f  

the   l o n g i t u d i n a l   e d g e s   of  which   i s   h i n g e d   i n t e g r a l   g l u e  

s t r i p s   34  and  36  a l o n g   t e a r   l i n e s   38  and  40,  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  A  

c o m p o s i t e   s i d e   p a n e l   42  i s   h i n g e d   to  the  g l u e   s t r i p   34  a l o n g  

f o l d   l i n e   44  and  a  c o m p o s i t e   s i d e   p a n e l   46  i s   h i n g e d   to  g l u e  

s t r i p   36  a l o n g   f o l d   l i n e   48.  The  s i d e   p a n e l   42  c o m p r i s e s   a 

s e r i e s   of  f l a p s   5 0 - 5 6   c o n n e c t e d   one  to  the  n e x t   a l o n g   f r a n g i -  

b le   c o n n e c t i o n s   5 8 - 6 2 .   S i m i l a r l y ,   the   s i d e   p a n e l   46  c o m p -  
r i s e s   a  s e r i e s   of  f l a p s   6 4 - 7 0   c o n n e c t e d   one  to  the   n e x t   a l o n g  

f r a n g i b l e   c o n n e c t i o n s   7 2 - 7 6 .  



The  b l a n k   i s   a p p l i e d   to  a  g r o u p   of  c o n t a i n e r s   in  s i m i l a r  

m a n n e r   to  t h a t   d e s c r i b e d   wi th   r e f e r e n c e   to  the  p r e v i o u s  
e m b o d i m e n t .   As  shown  in  FIGURE  5  the  c o m p l e t e d   p a c k a g e   i s  

o p e n e d   by  t e a r i n g   away  the  top  p a n e l   32  a l o n g   the  t e a r   l i n e s  

38  and  40  w h e r e a f t e r   i n d i v i d u a l   c o n t a i n e r s   can  be  s e p a r a t e d  

one  from  the  o t h e r   by  b r e a k i n g   the   common  f l a n g e d   c o n n e c t i o n  

of  a d j a c e n t   c o n t a i n e r s   and  the  f r a n g i b l e   c o n n e c t i o n   b e w e e n  

a d j a c e n t   s i d e   wa l l   f l a p s .   H o w e v e r ,   a  s i m i l a r   p a c k a g e   h a v i n g  

s i d e   wa l l   f l a p s   bu t   w i t h o u t   a  t e a r a w a y   top  p a n e l   i s   e n v i s a g e d .  

In  such   a  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,   the   w e a k e n e d   l i n e s   38  and  40  a r e  

s u b s t i t u t e d   by  c o n t i n u o u s   f o l d   l i n e s   s i m i l a r   to  f o l d   l i n e s   44  

and  4 8 .  

A  d i f f e r e n t   b l a n k   78  shown  in  FIGURE  6  of  the   d r a w i n g s   i s  

s u i t a b l e   f o r   use  wi th   the  two  t i e r   p a c k a g e   shown  in  FIGURE  7 .  

B l a n k   78  c o m p r i s e s   a  top  p a n e l   80  to  each   of  the   l o n g i t u d i n a l  

e d g e s   of  which   i s   h i n g e d   u p p e r   s i d e   p a n e l s   82  and  84  a l o n g  

f o l d   l i n e s   86  and  88  r e s p e c t i v e l y .   Glue  s t r i p s   90  and  92  a r e  

h i n g e d   to  o u t e r m o s t   e d g e s   of  r e s p e c t i v e   ones   of  the   u p p e r  
s i d e   p a n e l s   a l o n g   f o l d   l i n e s   94,  96  and  l o w e r   s i d e   w a l l s   9 8 ,  

100  a r e   h i n g e d   to  r e s p e c t i v e   ones   of  the   g l u e   s t r i p s   90  a n d  

92  a l o n g   f o l d   l i n e s   1 0 2 , 1 0 4 .   The  b l a n k   i s   a p p l i e d   to  t h e  

two  t i e r   g r o u p   of  c o n t a i n e r s   so  t h a t   the   top  p a n e l   80  o v e r -  

l i e s   the   t o p s   of  the   c o n t a i n e r s   in  the   u p p e r   t i e r   t ' .   The 

g l u e   s t r i p s   a r e   t hen   s e c u r e d   as  p r e v i o u s l y   d e s c r i b e d ,   to  t h e  

u n d e r s i d e   of  the   c o n t a i n e r   f l a n g e s   in  the   l o w e r m o s t   t i e r   t 2 .  

Thus,   the   u p p e r   s i d e   w a l l s   f l a n k   the   s i d e s   of  the   c o n t a i n e r s  

in  the   u p p e r   t i e r   and  the   l o w e r   s i d e   w a l l s   f l a n k   the   s i d e s   o f  

the   c o n t a i n e r s   in  the   l o w e r   t i e r   w h e r e b y   the  c o n t a i n e r s   o f  

the  two  t i e r s   a r e   h e l d   t o g e t h e r   w i th   the  c o n t a i n e r s   in  t h e  

u p p e r   t i e r   s e a t e d   in  r e g i s t r y   wi th   the   c o n t a i n e r s   in  t h e  

l o w e r   t i e r .  

The  b l a n k   78a  in  FIGURE  8  of  the   d r a w i n g s   i s   s i m i l a r   to  t h a t  

d e s c r i b e d   w i th   r e f e r e n c e   to  F I G U R E  6   and  l i k e   p a r t s   a r e  

d e s i g n a t e d   l i k e   r e f e r e n c e   n u m e r a l s   wi th   the  a d d i t i o n   of  s u f f i x  

' a ' .   In  t h i s   m o d i f i e d   a r r a n g e m e n t   each   of  the   u p p e r   s i d e  

p a n e l s   82a  and  84a  i s   p r o v i d e d   wi th   a  t e a r   away  s t r i p   1 0 6 ,  



108  d e f i n e d   by  t e a r   l i n e s   1 1 0 ,  1 1 2 ;  1 1 4 , 1 1 6   r e s p e c t i v e l y .   The  

t e a r   l i n e s   112  and  116  have   been  s u b t i t u t e d   f o r   the   f o l d  

l i n e s   94  and  96  of  the   p r e v i o u s   e m b o d i m e n t .   I t   w i l l   b e  

a p p r e c i a t e d   t h a t   the   t e a r   s t r i p s   106  and  108  f a c i l i t a t e  

o p e n i n g   the   p a c k a g e   as  b e s t   s e e n   in  FIGURE  9 .  

A  f u r t h e r   m o d i f i e d   b l a n k   s u i t a b l e   fo r   f o r m i n g   a  t w o - t i e r  

p a c k a g e   i s   shown  in  FIGURE  10  which   a l s o   i s   s i m i l a r   to  t h e  

b l a n k   i l l u s t r a t e d   in  F I G U R E  6   and  in  which   l i k e   p a r t s   a r e  

d e s i g n a t e d   l i k e   r e f e r e n c e   n u m e r a l s   w i t h   the  a d d i t i o n   o f  

s u f f i x   ' b ' .   In  t h i s   m o d i f i c a t i o n   the  f o l d   l i n e s   8 6 , 8 8   of  t h e  

FIGURE  8  e m b o d i m e n t   a r e   r e p l a c e d   by  a d d i t i o n a l   g l u e   s t r i p s  

118  and  120  d e f i n e d   by  f o l d   l i n e s   8 6 b , 1 2 2   and  8 8 b , 1 2 4   r e s p e c -  

t i v e l y .   These   a d d i t i o n a l   g l u e   s t r i p s   a re   s e c u r e d   to  t h e  

u n d e r s i d e s   of  the   f l a n g e s   in  the   u p p e r m o s t   t i e r   t ' b   of  t h e  

c o n t a i n e r s   as  shown  in  FIGURE  11.  

d e f e r r i n g   now  to  FIGURES  12  and  14  of  the   d r a w i n g s ,   FIGURE  12 

shows  a  b l a n k   78c  which   i s   s i m i l a r   to  t h a t   i l l u s t r a t e d   i n  

FIGURE 6  but   i s   m o d i f i e d   to  i n c l u d e   end  p a n e l s   and  in  w h i c h  

l i k e   p a r t s   a r e   d e s i g n a t e d   l i k e   r e f e r e n c e   n u m e r a l s   w i t h   t h e  

a d d i t i o n   of  s u f f i x   ' c ' .   End  p a n e l s   126  and  128  a r e   h i n g e d  

to  the   o p p o s i t e   ends   of  the   top  p a n e l   80c  a l o n g   f o l d   l i n e s  

1 3 0 , 1 3 2 ,   r e s p e c t i v e l y .   End  p a n e l   126  i n c l u d e s   a  g l u e   s t r i p  

134  d e f i n e d   by  f o l d   l i n e s   1 3 6 , 1 3 8   and  end  p a n e l   128  i n c l u d e s  

a  g l u e   s t r i p   140  d e f i n e d   by  f o l d   l i n e s   142  and  144.  The 

plue  s t r i p s   9 0 c , 9 2 c ; 1 3 4 , 1 4 0   a r e   s e c u r e d   as  p r e v i o u s l y  

l e s c r i b e d   in  e a r l i e r   e m b o d i m e n t s   to  the   u n d e r s i d e s   of  t h e  

l a n g e s   of  the   c o n t a i n e r s   in  the   l o w e r   t i e r   t 2 c ,   so  t h a t  

i p p e r   s i d e   p a n e l s   8 2 c , 8 4 c   f l a n k   the   e x p o s e d   s i d e s   of  t h e  

c o n t a i n e r s   in  the   u p p e r   t i e r   and  the  end  p a n e l s   f l a n k   t h e  

e x p o s e d   s i d e s   of  the   e n d m o s t   c o n t a i n e r s   in  the   u p p e r   t i e r .  

l h e r e a s   the   e m b o d i m e n t s   d e s c r i b e d   h e r e i n   r e f e r   to  g l u i n g   o f  

:he  ' g l u e   s t r i p s '   to  the   f l a n g e s   of  the   c o n t a i n e r s   in  o r d e r  

o  form  the  p a c k a g e ,   o t h e r   means   of  s e c u r i n g   the   ' g l u e   s t r i p s '  

o  the   c o n t a i n e r s   a r e   e n v i s a g e d .   In  p a r t i c u l a r   i t   i s  

n v i s a g e d   t h a t   the   b l a n k s   may  be  s e c u r e d   to  the   c o n t a i n e r  

' l a n g e s   by  way  of  u l t r a - s o n i c   w e l d i n g   or  by  l a s e r   w e l d i n g .  



In  t h i s   e v e n t   the  p a p e r b o a r d   may  be  s u i t a b l y   t r e a t e d   at   l e a s t  

in  the  a r e a s   of  the   ' g l u e   s t r i p s '   so  t h a t   the   r e q u i s i t e   w e l d  

b e t w e e n   the  b l a n k   and  c o n t a i n e r   f l a n g e s   i s   a c h i e v e d .  



1 .  A  p a c k a g e   i n c o r p o r a t i n g   a  g r o u p   of  f l a n g e d   c o n t a i n e r s  

a r r a n g e d   in  at   l e a s t   one  row,  wh ich   p a c k a g e   c o m p r i s e s   a 

top  p a n e l   o v e r l y i n g   the   t o p s   of  t he   c o n t a i n e r s   in  e a c h  

row  and  s i d e   p a n e l   means   f l a n k i n g   the   e x p o s e d   s i d e s   o f  

the   c o n t a i n e r s   in  e a c h   row,  c h a r a c t e r i s e d   in  t h a t  

s a i d   s i d e   p a n e l   means   e a c h   i n c l u d e   p o r t i o n s   s e c u r e d   t o  

the   u n d e r s i d e s   of  t he   c o n t a i n e r   f l a n g e s   in  each   r o w  

t h e r e o f .  

2.  A  p a c k a g e   a c c o r d i n g   to  c l a i m   1,  f u r t h e r   c h a r a c t e r i s -  

ed  in  t h a t   s a i d   s e c u r i n g   p o r t i o n s   c o m p r i s e   a  s t r i p   o f  

m a t e r i a l   h i n g e d   to  o p p o s e d   s i d e   e d g e s   of  the   top  p a n e l .  

3.  A  p a c k a g e   a c c o r d i n g   to  c l a i m   1  or  c l a i m   2,  f u r t h e r  

c h a r a c t e r i s e d   in  t h a t   s a i d   s i d e   p a n e l   means   c o m p r i s e s   a 

c o n t i n u o u s   p a n e l   f l a n k i n g   the   e x p o s e d   s i d e s   of  t h e  

c o n t a i n e r s   in  e a c h   r o w .  

4.  A  p a c k a g e   a c c o r d i n g   to  c l a i m   1  or  c l a i m   2,  f u r t h e r  

c h a r a c t e r i s e d   in  t h a t   s a i d   s i d e   p a n e l   means   c o m p r i s e s   a 

s e r i e s   of  f l a p s   f l a n k i n g   the   e x p o s e d   s i d e s   of  the   c o n -  

t a i n e r s   in  each   r o w .  



5.  A  p a c k a g e   a c c o r d i n g   to  c l a i m   4,  f u r t h e r   c h a r a c t e r i s e d   i n  

t h a t   s a i d   s i d e   p a n e l   f l a p s   of  e a c h   s i d e   p a n e l   means   a r e  

c o n n e c t e d   one  to  the  n e x t   by  a  f r a n g i b l e   c o n n e c t i o n .  

6.  A  p a c k a g e   a c c o r d i n g   to  any  of  c l a i m s   2  to  5,  f u r t h e r  

c h a r a c t e r i s e d   in  t h a t   s a i d   top  p a n e l   d e t a c h a b l y   i s   c o n n e c t e d  

to  each   of  s a i d   s e c u r i n g   s t r i p s .  

7.  A  p a c k a g e   a c c o r d i n g   to  c l a i m   1,  f u r t h e r   c h a r a c t e r i s e d   i n  

t h a t   s a i d   p a c k a g e   i n c l u d e s   an  u p p e r   t i e r   of  c o n t a i n e r s   and  a 

l o w e r   t i e r   of  c o n t a i n e r s ,   s a i d   top  p a n e l   o v e r l y i n g   the   t o p s  

of  the   c o n t a i n e r s   in  the   u p p e r   t i e r   and  s a i d   s e c u r i n g   m e a n s  

b e i n g   s e c u r e d   to  the   u n d e r s i d e s   of  the   c o n t a i n e r s   in  t h e  

l o w e r   t i e r .  

8.  A  p a c k a g e   a c c o r d i n g   to  c l a i m   7,  f u r t h e r   c h a r a c t e r i s e d   i n  

t h a t   s a i d   s i d e   p a n e l   means   c o m p r i s e s   u p p e r   s i d e   p a n e l s   f l a n k -  

ing   the   e x p o s e d   s i d e s   of  the   c o n t a i n e r s   in  the   u p p e r   t i e r   a n d  

l o w e r   s i d e   p a n e l s   f l a n k i n g   the   e x p o s e d   s i d e s   of  the   c o n t a i n -  

e r s   in  the   l o w e r   t i e r ,   s a i d   s e c u r i n g   means   c o m p r i s i n g   a  s t r i p  

of  m a t e r i a l   h i n g e d   to  the   u p p e r   and  l o w e r   s i d e   p a n e l s   on  e a c h  

s i d e   of  the   p a c k a g e .  

9.  A  p a c k a g e   a c c o r d i n g   to  c l a i m   8,  f u r t h e r   c h a r a c t e r i s e d   i n  

t h a t   e a c h   of   s a i d   u p p e r   s i d e   p a n e l s   c o m p r i s e s   a  t e a r   a w a y  

s t r i p   to  a l l o w   the   u p p e r   and  l o w e r   t i e r s   to  be  s e p a r a t e d   f r o m  

one  a n o t h e r .  

10.  A  p a c k a g e   a c c o r d i n g   to  c l a i m   8,  f u r t h e r   c h a r a c t e r i s e d   i n  

t h a t   an  end  p a n e l   i s   h i n g e d   to  o p p o s e d   ends   of  s a i d   top  p a n e l  

and  i n c l u d e s   a  s e c u r i n g   s t r i p   s e c u r e d   to  t he   u n d e r s i d e s   o f  

the   f l a n g e s   of  t he   e n d m o s t   c o n t a i n e r s   in  t he   l o w e r   t i e r .  

11.  A  p a c k a g e   a c c o r d i n g   to  c l a i m   8,  f u r t h e r   c h a r a c t e r i s e d   b y  

a d d i t i o n a l   s e c u r i n g   means   c o m p r i s i n g   a  s t r i p   of  m a t e r i a l  

h i n g e d   to  o p p o s e d   s i d e s   of  s a i d   top  p a n e l   and  r e s p e c t i v e   o n e s  

of  s a i d   u p p e r   s i d e   p a n e l s ,   s a i d   a d d i t i o n a l   s e c u r i n g   s t r i p s  

b e i n g . s e g u r e d   to  the   u n d e r s i d e s   of  the   f l a n g e s   of  the   c o n t a i -  

n e r s  i n   the   u p p e r   t i e r .  



12.  A  p a c k a g e   i n c o r p o r a t i n g   a  g r o u p   of  f l a n g e d   c o n t a i n e r s  

a r r a n g e d   in  at   l e a s t   one  row  and  in  at   l e a s t   one  t i e r ,   w h i c h  

p a c k a g e   c o m p r i s e s  a   top  p a n e l   o v e r l y i n g   the   t o p s   of  t h e  

c o n t a i n e r s   in  each   row  of  the   u p p e r m o s t   t i e r   of  c o n t a i n e r s ,  

s i d e   p a n e l   means   f l a n k i n g   the   o u t e r m o s t   s i d e s   of  t he   c o n t a i n -  

e r s   in   each   row  and  w h e r e i n   the   s i d e   p a n e l   means   e a c h   i n c l u d e  

p o r t i o n s   s e c u r e d   to  the   u n d e r s i d e s   of  t he   f l a n g e s   of   t h e  

c o n t a i n e r s   in  each   row  of  c o n t a i n e r s   at  l e a s t   in  t he   l o w e r -  

most   t i e r   t h e r e o f   whe re   more  t h a n   one  t i e r   of  c o n t a i n e r s   i s  

p r e s e n t .  
















	bibliography
	description
	claims
	drawings

