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©  Loop  forming  attachment  for  sewing  machine. 

©  There  is  disclosed  a  loop-forming  attachment  device  for 
a  sewing  machine  which  is  adapted  to  cooperate  with  a 
sewing  needle  (10)  and  associated  hold-down  arrangement 
(10')  in  order  automatically  to  form  and  to  present  a  loop  (16) 
ready  for  attachment  by  stitching  to  a  garment  or  garment 
part  (43),  the  loop  (16)  being  formed  from  a  supplied  length 
of  tape  (14).  The  attachment  device  comprises  a  forward 
clamp  (11)  and  a  rear  clamp  (12)  which  hold  therebetween  a 
leading  end  (13)  of  a  length  of  tape  (14),  the  clamps  being 
movable  between  a  forward  position  if)  and  a  rearward 
position  (R),  a  retaining  device  (15)  spaced  forwardly  of  the 
forward  position  (F)  and  arranged  to  receive  and  to  retain  the 
looped  end  (16),  a  loop  former  (17)  reciprocable  between  an 
initial  position  at  or  rearwardly  of  the  rearward  position  (R) 
and  a  forward  position  in  which  it  cooperates  with  the 
retaining  device  (15),  and  a  cutter  (18)  arranged  between  the 
forward  and  rearward  positions  (F,  R)  and  which  operates  to 
cut  the  formed  loop  (16)  from  the  length  of  tape  (14),  which 
can  then  be  attached  by  stitching  via  the  sewing  needle  (10) 
to  a  garment  (43).  A  nozzle  (23)  is  arranged  to  urge  the  new 
leading  end  of  the  severed  tape  (14)  against  the  rear  clamp 
(12)  at  the  start  of  a  new  operating  cycle. 
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