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53)  Actuator  for  dot  matrix  printhead. 

g)  An  improved  dot  matrix  actuator  is  provided  which 
ncludes  a  magnetic  circuit  formed  of  a  yoke  assembly  (10) 
and  a  pivotal  armature  (16).  The  armature  is  pivotally  sup- 
Dorted  with  respect  to  the  yoke  by  means  of  a  flexure  (18) 
assembly  which  eliminates  the  need  for  a  true  pivot  be- 
ween  the  two  elements.  The  elements  are  shaped  so  as  to 
naintain  a  constant  small  air  gap  therebetween  so  as  to 
naximize  the  magnetic  efficiency  of  the  device  while  elimi- 
lating  wear.  The  device  is  operated  just  below  saturation 
jf  the  magnetic  circuit  in  order  to  maximize  efficiency.  In 
addition,  the  actuator  includes  several  features  for  maxi- 
nizing  its  speed  and  operational  efficiency. 
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report  has  been  drawn  up  for  those  parts  of  the  European  patent  application  which  relate  to  the  inventions  in 
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