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©  Garment  hanger. 
©  A  garment  hanger  has  a  support  structure  (1)  of  plastics 
material  and  a  hook  (2)  which  is  integrally  formed  with  the 
support  structure  or  is  a  metal  hook.  The  hook  is  connected 
to  a  part  (7)  integral  with  the  support  structure.  The  part  (7)  is 
sufficiently  rigid  to  support  the  hook  in  an  upward  direction 
but  also  bendable  to  allow  the  hook  to  be  moved  to  a 
downwardly  extending  direction.  Preferably  the  part  (7)  has 
two  portions  of  reduced  thickness,  with  bevelled  edges,  to 
facilitate  bending.  The  bevelled  edges  are  on  both  sides  of 
the  part  (7).  Conveniently,  the  support  structure  (1)  has  a 
portion  (3)  which  is  concave  in  form  to  allow  the  hanger  to  be 
placed  adjacent  the  throat  of  a  user  when  inspecting  a 
garment  for  length  and  appearance. 
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This  i n v e n t i o n   r e l a t e s   to  garment  h a n g e r s .  

I t   is  usua l   for   a  garment  hanger   to  c o n p r i s e   a  suppor t   s t r u c t u r e  

on  which  t h e  g a r m e n t   can  be  suppor ted   and  a  hook  by  which  the  s u p p o r t  

s t r u c t u r e   can  be  suspended  from  a  r a i l .   When  the  suppor t   s t r u c t u r e   i s  

formed  from  p l a s t i c s   m a t e r i a l ,   i t   is  usua l   for  the  hook  to  be  formed  o f  

p l a s t i c s   m a t e r i a l   and  to  be  i n t e g r a l   with  the  suppor t   s t r u c t u r e   or  for  a  

s e p a r a t e   metal  hook  to  have  one  end  moulded  in to   the  suppor t   s t r u c t u r e .  

In  both  cases ,   the  hook  is  l a t e r a l l y   r i g i d   with  r e s p e c t   to  the  s u p p o r t  

s t r u c t u r e .  

When  a  hanger   is  used  to  suppor t   a  garment,   such  as  a  l a d y ' s  

d ress ,   i t   is  usua l   for   a  p r o s p e c t i v e   p u r c h a s e r   to  hold  the  hanger   w i t h  

the  garment  on  i t   a g a i n s t   her  body  to  judge  the  l ength   and  appearance   o f  

the  garment.  This  no rmal ly   means  t h a t   the  hanger ,   and  e s p e c i a l l y   t h e  

hook,  is  c lose   to  the  face  of  the  p r o s p e c t i v e   p u r c h a s e r   who  cannot   t h e n  

e a s i l y   look  down  to  a s c e r t a i n   the  l eng th   and  appearnce   of  the  g a r m e n t .  

Sometimes,  the  p r o s p e c t i v e   p u r c h a s e r   ang le s   the  hanger   towards  o n e  

shoulder   to  remove  the  hook  away  from  the  face,   but  t h i s   d i s t o r t s   t h e  

p o s i t i o n   of  the  garment  r e l a t i v e   to  the  b o d y .  

::o  One  known  garment  hanger  des igned   to  overcome  these   d i s a d v a n t a g e s  

is  a  wire  loop  hanger   having  s lop ing   s h o u l d e r   p o r t i o n s   and  a  s t r a i g h t  

t r o u s e r   bar  i n t e r c o n n e c t i n g   the  shou lde r   p o r t i o n s .   A  metal  b r a c k e t   i s  

permanent ly   and  r i g i d l y   connected  to  a  f l a t   c e n t r a l   p o r t i o n  

i n t e r c o n n e c t i n g   the  s h o u l d e r   p o r t i o n s ,   and  is  p rov ided   with  a  h o l l o w  

t u b u l a r   p o r t i o n   the  l o n g i t u d i n a l   axis   of  which  is  p a r a l l e l   to  the  s a i d  

f l a t   c e n t r a l   p o r t i o n .   The  t u b u l a r   p o r t i o n   of  the  b r a c k e t   suppor t s   f o r  

f ree   p i v o t a l   movement  t h e r e i n   a  bent  end  of  a  wire  hook.  However,  w h i l s t  

the  hook  is  movable  to  a  downwardly  e x t e n d i n g   p o s i t i o n   the  b r a c k e t   d o e s  

not  have  any  c o n t r o l   over  the  p i v o t a l   movement  of  the  hook.  In  o t h e r  

words  there   is  i n s u f f i c i e n t   r i g i d i t y   in  the  c o n s t r u c t i o n   to  ma in ta in   t h e  

hook  in  an  u p r i g h t   p o s i t i o n .   The  b r a c k e t   a l so   extends  some  d i s t a n c e  

o u t w a r d l y  f r o m   the  c e n t r a l   p o r t i o n   of  the  wire  hanger   and  is  dangerous  t o  

a  user .   Fur thermore ,   p a r t s   of  the  metal   hook  in  the  region  of  t h e  



p i v o t a l   c o n n e c t i o n   with  the  b r a c k e t   form  p r o t e c t i o n s   which  can  catch  on 

the  g a n r e n t   and  pu l l   t h r eads   in  the  garment  and  damaging  the  same  beyond 

r e p a i r .  

T h e r e f o r e ,   i t   is  d e s i r a b l e   to  p rov ide   a  garment  hanger   in  wh ich  

these   d i s a d v a n t a g e s   are  s u b s t a n t i a l l y   a l l e v i a t e d .  

Accord ing   to  the  p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n   a  garment  hanger   comprises   a  

suppor t   s t r u c t u r e   of  p l a s t i c s   m a t e r i a l   and  a  hook,  the  hook  b e i n g  

connec ted   to   the  suppor t   s t r u c t u r e   by  a  p a r t   i n t e g r a l   with  the  s u p p o r t  

s t r u c t u r e ,   so  t h a t   in  an  extended  p o s i t i o n   the  hook  p r o j e c t s   u p w a r d l y  

from  the  s u p p o r t   s t r u c t u r e   and  in  a  r e t r a c t e d   p o s i t i o n   the  p a r t   of  t h e  

hanger   i n t e r c o n n e c t i n g   the  hook  and  suppor t   s t r u c t u r e   is  bent   wherein  t h e  

hook  ex tends   downwardly  from  the  h a n g e r .  

With  a  hanger   in  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h   the  p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n ,   the  hook 

can  be  moved  so  t h a t   i t   extends   downwardly  from  the  suppor t   s t r u c t u r e  

and,  in  t h i s   way,  i t   is  u n l i k e l y   to  c o n t a c t   the  face  of  the  p r o s p e c t i v e  

p u r c h a s e r   when  she  a t t empt s   to  hold   the   garment  a g a i n s t   her   b o d y .  

F u r t h e r m o r e ,   i t   is  p a r t i c u l a r l y   c o n v e n i e n t   for  the  p a r t   of  the  s u p p o r t  

s t r u c t u r e   to   which  the  hook  is  a t t a c h e d   to  be  of  concave  form  on  i t s  

upper  s u r f a c e   as  t h i s   enables   the  p e r s p e c t i v e   p u r c h a s e r   to  hold  t h e  

hanger   wi th   the  hook  p r o j e c t i n g   downwardly  and  the  concave  p o r t i o n  

e x t e n d i n g   a c r o s s   her  t h r o a t .   In  t h i s   way,  the  shou lde r s   of  the  garment  

take  up  the  p o s i t i o n   r e l a t i v e   to  her   s h o u l d e r s   as  they  would  do  i f   t h e  

garment  was  worn .  

In  o rde r   t h a t   the  i n v e n t i o n   may  be  more  r e a d i l y   unde r s tood ,   i t  

w i l l   now  be  d e s c r i b e d ,   by  way  of  example  only,  with  r e f e r e n c e   to  t h e  

accompanying  drawings ,   in  w h i c h : -  

F i g u r e   1  is  a  f r o n t   e l e v a t i o n   of  a  garment  h a n g e r ,  

F igure   2  is  a  s e c t i o n   on  the  l i n e   I I - I I   of  Figure   1,  and  

F igure   3  is  an  en l a rged   s e c t i o n a l   view  of  the  p a r t   c i r c l e d   in  F i g .  

2. 

A  garment   hanger   c o n s i s t s   of  a  suppor t   s t r u c t u r e   1  for  s u p p o r t i n g  

a  garment  and  formed  of  p l a s t i c s   m a t e r i a l   and  a  metal  hook  2  by  which  t h e  

hanger   can  be  suspended  from  a  r a i l .   The  hook  has  one  end  embedded  in  a 

pa r t   of  the  suppor t   s t r u c t u r e   1  and  is  r o t a t a b l e   r e l a t i v e   to  the  s u p p o r t  

s t r u c t u r e .  

In  the   a r rangement   shown  in  the   f i g u r e s ,   the  hanger   is  des igned  t o  

suppor t   a  long  garment,   such  as  a  l a d y ' s   d r e s s .   The  s t r u c t u r e   is  o f  



p l a s t i c s   m a t e r i a l   and  c o n s i s t s   of  a  c e n t r a l   p a r t  3   having  a  concave  u p p e r  
su r face   and,  from  t h i s   c e n t r a l   pa r t ,   p r o j e c t i n g   from  oppos i t e   ends  

t h e r e o f ,   are  a  pa i r   of  limbs  5. 

Extending   from  the  concave  s u r f a c e   3  of  the  suppor t   s t r u c t u r e ,   and  

i n t e g r a l   with  the  s t r u c t u r e ,   t he re   is  a  t h in   s t r i p   7  of  p l a s t i c s   m a t e r i a l  

which  has  an  e n l a r g e d   head  9  i n t e g r a l   with  i t .   The  hook  2  is  embedded 

in  the  head  9.  The  s t r i p   7  is  s u f f i c i e n t l y   r i g i d   to  suppor t   the  m e t a l  

hook  2  in  the  p o s i t i o n   shown  in  F igure   1  but   a l so   s u f f i c i e n t l y   f l e x i b l e  

for  i t   to  be  bent   so  t h a t   i t   is  of  U-shaped  form  and  the  hook  e x t e n d s  

downwardly  with  r e s p e c t   to  the  concave  s u r f a c e   3,  t h a t   is  to  a  r e t r a c t e d  

p o s i t i o n   d i s p l a c e d   by  180°  from  the  ex tended  p o s i t i o n   shown  in  F i g u r e  

1. 

The  s t r i p   7  is  p rovided   with  at  l e a s t   one  and  p r e f e r a b l y   two 

t r a n s v e r s e l y   ex t end ing   p o r t i o n s   10,11  of  reduced  t h i c k n e s s   formed  b y  

bevel  edged  i n d e n t a t i o n s   on  one  (as  shown  by  broken  l ine   14  in  F igure   3) 

or  both  s ides   of  the  s t r i p .   The  movement  of  the  hook  to  the  downwardly  

ex tend ing   p o s i t i o n   ach ieved   by  the  s t r i p   being  bendable   along  t h e  

p o r t i o n s   of  reduced  t h i c k n e s s ,   and  by  the  spacing  provided  by  t h e  

b e v e l l e d   edges  of  the  i n d e n t a t i o n s .  

I  In  normal  use,  the  hook  p r o j e c t s   upwardly  f ran  the  concave  s u r f a c e  

3  to  suppor t   the  hanger   from  a  r a i l .   This  p o s i t i o n   is  shown  in  F igure   1 

and  Figure  2.  F igure   2  a l so   shows  the  p o s i t i o n   where  the  hook  2A  h a s  

been  moved  r e l a t i v e   to  the  suppor t   s t r u c t u r e   so  t h a t   the  hook  i s  

ex tending   downwardly.  As  mentioned  above,  t h i s   is  p a r t i c u l a r l y  

!  conven ien t   when  a  number  of  garment  hangers   of  t h i s   type  are  being  p a c k e d  

in  a  box.  A  p r o s p e c t i v e   p u r c h a s e r   can  t ake   the  hanger   with  a  garment  o n  

i t   off   the  r a i l   and  bend  the  hook  downwardly  to  the  p o s i t i o n   shown  at  2A 

to  enable  the  concave  su r f ace   3  of  the  hanger   to  be  b rought   c lose   to  h e r  

t h r o a t   so  t h a t   the  shou lde r s   of  the  garment  suppor ted   on  the  hanger   t a k e  

) up  the  c o r r e c t   p o s i t i o n   a g a i n s t   her  body  so  t h a t   she  can  a s c e r t a i n  

whether  the  garment  on  the  hanger  is  of  the  r e q u i r e d   l ength   a n d  

a p p e a r a n c e .  

The  s t r i p   7  ex tend ing   between  the  concave  p o r t i o n   3  and  the  head  9 

may  be  of  a  c o n s t a n t   t h i c k n e s s ,   the  s t r i p   being  simple  bendable   t o  

5  achieve  the  r e q u i r e d   movement  of  the  hook  to  the  downwardly  e x t e n d i n g  

p o s i t i o n .  



However,  to  m a i n t a i n   the  extended  p o s i t i o n   of  the  hanger  the  s t r i p  

7  of  t h i s   c o n s t r u c t i o n   must  have  s u f f i c i e n t   r i g i d i t y   w h i c h  

d i s a d v a n t a g e o u s l y   p r o v i d e s   a  sp r ing   e f f e c t   when  the  hook  is  bent  in to   t h e  

r e t r a c t e d   p o s i t i o n ,   making  the  hanger   d i f f i c u l t   to  h a n d l e .  

In  an  a l t e r n a t i v e   embodiment  in  accordance   wi th   the  i n v e n t i o n   t h e  

s t r i p   7  is  p rov ided   with  a  s i n g l e   area   of  reduced  t h i c k n e s s .   Whils t   t h i s  

c o n s t r u c t i o n   reduces   t h e  s p r i n g   e f f e c t   in  the  r e t r a c t e d   p o s i t i o n   of  t h e  

hanger   j u s t   d e s c r i b e d   above,  i t   is  nece s sa ry   to  o b t a i n   the  r e q u i r e d  

degree   of  bend ing   for   the  p o r t i o n   of  reduced  t h i c k n e s s   to   be  l o n g  

r e l a t i v e   to   the  l eng th   of  the  s t r i p   7.  This  r e s u l t s   in  the  hook  b e i n g  

he ld   wi th   i n s u f f i c i e n t   r i g i d i t y   and  being  "f loppy"  r e l a t i v e   to  t h e  

s u p p o r t   s t r u c t u r e   1.  

The  s t r i p   7  of  the   p r e f e r r e d   embodiment  of  the   i n v e n t i o n   a s  

d e s c r i b e d   above  with  r e f e r e n c e   to  F igures   1,  2  and  3  has  two  s p a c e d  

reduced   p o r t i o n s   10,  11  each  of  which  is  very  s h o r t   in  l eng th   r e l a t i v e   t o  

the  l e n g t h   of  the  s t r i p   7.  The  s h o r t n e s s   of  t h e s e   p o r t i o n s   ensures   t h e  

r i g i d i t y   r e q u i r e d   to  keep  the   hook  in  an  u p r i g h t   p o s i t i o n   and  y e t  

a l l o w i n g   bend ing   of  the  s t r i p   w i thou t   any  s u b s t a n t i a l   sp r ing   e f f e c t .  

Bending  of  the  s t r i p   is  f u r t h e r   f a c i l i t a t e d   by  the  b e v e l l e d   edges  12,  13 

at   the   s i d e s   of  the  p o r t i o n s   of  reduced  t h i c k n e s s .   In  the  bent   p o s i t i o n  

of  the   s t r i p   7  the  b e v e l l e d   edges  at   each  reduced  p o r t i o n   abut  or  l i e  

s u b s t a n t i a l l y   p a r a l l e l   wi th   each  o the r   to  p rov ide   an  approx imate   9 0 °  

bent   at   each  reduced  p o r t i o n   caus ing   the  hook  to  p r o j e c t   downwardly.  

W h i l s t   the  hook  2  has  been  d e s c r i b e d   as  being  a  metal   hook,  t h e  

hook  may  be  of  p l a s t i c s   m a t e r i a l   and  is  i n t e g r a l l y   formed  with  t h e  

s u p p o r t   s t r u c t u r e .   In  e i t h e r   event   the  hanger  can  be  made  by  a  s i n g l e  

i n j e c t i o n   m o u l d i n g .  



1.  A  garment  hanger   compr ises   a  suppor t   s t r u c t u r e   (1)  of  p l a s t i c s  

m a t e r i a l   and  a  hook  (2),  the  hook  being  connected  to  the  s u p p o r t  

s t r u c t u r e   by  a  pa r t   (7)  i n t e g r a l   with  the  suppor t   s t r u c t u r e ,   so  tha t   i n  

an  extended  p o s i t i o n   the  hook  p r o j e c t s   upwardly  from  the  s u p p o r t  

s t r u c t u r e   and  in  a  r e t r a c t e d   p o s i t i o n   the  p a r t   (7)  of  the  h a n g e r  

i n t e r c o n n e c t i n g   the  hook  (2)  and  suppor t   s t r u c t u r e   (1)  is  bent  w h e r e i n  

the   hook  extends  downwardly  from  the  h a n g e r .  

2.  A  garment  hanger   as  c la imed  in  claim  1,  where in   the  p a r t   (7) 

i n t e g r a l   with  the  suppor t   s t r u c t u r e   (1)  i nc ludes   at  l e a s t   one  p o r t i o n  

)  (10 ,11 )   of  reduced  t h i c k n e s s   to  f a c i l i t a t e   bending  of  the  p a r t .  

3.  A  garment  hanger   as  c la imed  in  claim  1  or  2,  wherein   the  p a r t   (7)  

i n t e g r a l   with  the  suppor t   s t r u c t u r e   has  two  p o r t i o n s   (10,11)  of  r e d u c e d  

t h i c k n e s s   to  f a c i l i t a t e   bending   of  the  i n t e g r a l   p a r t .  

4.  A  garment  hanger   as  c la imed  in  claim  2  or  3,  where in   the  at   l e a s t  

5  one  or  both  p o r t i o n s   (10,11)  of  reduced  t h i c k n e s s   have  b e v e l l e d   e d g e s  

(12,13)  to  f a c i l i t a t e   bending  of  the  i n t e g r a l   p a r t .  
5.  A  garment  hanger   as  c la imed  in  claim  4,  where in   the  b e v e l l e d   e d g e s  

(12,13)  are  provided  on  both  s ides   of  the  p a r t   i n t e g r a l   with  the  s u p p o r t  

s t r u c t u r e .  

)  6.  A  garment  hanger   as  c la imed  in  any  of  the  p r e c e d i n g   c l a i m s ,  

where in   the  hook  (2)  is  a  metal   h o o k .  

7.  A  garment  hanger   as  c la imed  in  any one  of  c la ims  1  to  5,  w h e r e i n  

the  hook  (2)  is  of  a  p l a s t i c s   m a t e r i a l   and  is  i n t e g r a l l y   formed  with  t h e  

s u p p o r t   s t r u c t u r e   ( 1 ) .  

5  8.  A  garment  hanger   as  c la imed  in  any one  of  the  p r e c e d i n g   c l a i m s ,  

where in   the  pa r t   (7)  i n t e g r a l   with  the  suppor t   s t r u c t u r e   (1)  has  a n  

e n l a r g e d   head  p o r t i o n   (9)  wi th   which  the  hook  is  connec ted ,   the  e n l a r g e d  

head  p o r t i o n   c o n s t i t u t i n g   a  l a b e l   s u p p o r t .  

9.  A  garment  hanger   as  c la imed  in  any one  of  the  p r e c e d i n g   c l a i m s ,  

)  where in   the  pa r t   (7)  i n t e g r a l   with  the  suppor t   s t r u c t u r e   (1)  is  c o n n e c t e d  

to  a  p o r t i o n   (3)  of  the  suppo r t   s t r u c t u r e   which  is  of  concave  form  on  i t s  

upper  s u r f a c e .  
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