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©  Clasp  earring. 

57  A  clasp  earring  comprises  a  low  height  "U"  shaped  part 
(1)  to  the  ends'of  which  are  fixed  two  aligned  halves  (7)  of  an 
ornamental  trimming,  e.g.  in  the  form  of  an  arrow.  The  two 
halves  (7)  are  blunted  at  their  facing  edges  (9)  which  are 
spaced  apart  and  the  space  (8)  is  disposed  in  front  of  a 
pressing  part  of the  bottom  of the  part  (1).  The  pressing  part 
is  e.g.  a  discoidal  end  (51  of  a  screw  (3)  having  a  handling 
head  (4),  the  screw  (3)  being  housed  in  an  internally  screw 
threaded  neck  (21. 



T h i s   i n v e n t i o n   r e l a t e s   to  a  c l a s p   e a r r i n g .  

The  i n v e n t i o n   is   c h a r a c t e r i s e d   by  c o m p r i s i n g  

a  low  h e i g h t   "U"  s h a p e d   p a r t   to   t h e   ends   of  w h i c h   a r e  

f i x e d   two  a l i g n e d   h a l v e s   of  an  o r n a m e n t a l   t r i m m i n g  

r e p r e s e n t i n g   a  p e r f o r a t i n g   o b j e c t   t he   two  h a l v e s   b e i n g  

b l u n t e d   a t   t h e i r   f a c i n g   e d g e s   w h i c h   a r e   s p a c e d   a p a r t  

and  t h e   s p a c e   b e i n g   d i s p o s e d   in  f r o n t   of  a  p r e s s i n g  

p a r t   at  t h e   b o t t o m   of  t h e   "U"  s h a p e d   p a r t ,   w h e r e b y ,  

in  wear   on  an  e a r   l o b e ,   t h e   e a r   l o b e   p r o t r u d e s   t h r o u g h  

t h e   s p a c e   and  t h e   t r i m m i n g   a p p e a r s   to   p i e r c e   t h e   e a r  

l o b e .  

The  p r e s s i n g   p a r t   may  be  a  d i s c o i d a l   e n d  

of  a  s c r e w   h a v i n g   a  h a n d l i n g   h e a d ,   t h e   s c r e w   b e i n g  

h o u s e d   in  an  i n t e r n a l l y   t h r e a d e d   n e c k .  

A l t e r n a t i v e l y ,   t h e   p a r t   may  be  f l e x i b l e  

and  the   p r e s s i n g   p a r t   a  d e f l e c t i o n .  

E m b o d i m e n t s   of  t he   i n v e n t i o n   w i l l   now  b e  

d e s c r i b e d ,   by  way  of  e x a m p l e ,   w i t h   r e f e r e n c e   to   t h e  

a c c o m p a n y i n g   d r a w i n g ,   in  w h i c h : -  

F i g .   1  i s   a  p l a n   of  a  c l a s p   e a r r i n g ;  

F i g .   2  i s   a  s i d e   v i ew   of  t h e   s a m e ;  

F i g .   3  shows  i t   a p p l i e d   to   t h e   e a r   l o b e ;  

F i g .   4  i s   a  c r o s s   s e c t i o n   v i e w   of  w h a t  

is   shown  in  F i g .   3;  a n d  

F i g s .   5  to   8  a re   e q u i v a l e n t   to   F i g s .   1  to   4 

r e s p e c t i v e l y ,   of  a  m o d i f i e d   c l a s p   e a r r i n g ,   F i g .   8  b e i n g  

a  c r o s s   s e c t i o n   on  t h e   l i n e   V I I I - V I I I   of  F i g .   7 .  

In  F i g s .   1  to   4  a  r o d ,   w i r e ,   or  f i l a m e n t  

o f  a n y   a p p r o p r i a t e   m a t e r i a l ,   f o r   i n s t a n c e   m e t a l ,   i s  

b e n t   to  fo rm  a  "U"  s h a p e d   p a r t   1  of  r e d u c e d   h e i g h t ,  

which  is  p r o v i d e d   in  i t s   c e n t r a l   p o r t i o n   w i t h   a  n e c k   2 ,  

i n t e r n a l l y   t h r e a d e d   to  h o u s e   a  s c r e w   3  h a v i n g   a  
h a n d l i n g   h e a d   4  and  a  c o n v e x   d i s c o i d a l   end  5  a i m e d   t o  

be  a p p l i e d   u n d e r   p r e s s u r e   a g a i n s t   t h e   e a r   l o b e   6 

on  i t s   i n t e r n a l   or  back   s i d e   ( F i g .   4 ) .  



The  s i n g l e   f i l a m e n t ,   "U"  s h a p e d   p a r t   i s   f i x e d  

by  i t s   e n d s   to   d e c o r a t i v e   t r i m m i n g ,   w h i c h   f o r m s   t h e  

e a r r i n g   v i s i b l e   s i d e .   T h i s   o r n a m e n t a l   t r i m m i n g   m a y  
h a v e   any  f o r m ,   n o r m a l l y   t h a t   of  a  p e r f o r a t i n g  

i n s t r u m e n t   s u c h   as  an  a r r o w ,   a  l a n c e ,   a  s w o r d ,   o r  

a n y t h i n g   a n a l o g o u s ,   b e i n g   a l w a y s   made  up  by  two  a l i g n e d  

h a l v e s   7,  w h i c h   a r e   s e p a r a t e d   by  a  c e n t r a l  o p e n   s p a c e  
8.  In  F i g s .   1  to   4,  t h e   a f o r e m e n t i o n e d   o r n a m e n t a l  

p a r t   i s   d e f i n e d   by  a  c u t   a r r o w ,   b u t   i t   c o u l d   b e  

d e t e r m i n e d   by  any  o t h e r   e l e m e n t   s u c h   as  t h e   s y m b o l i c  

r e p r e s e n t a t i o n   of  a  t h u n d e r b o l t   as  in  F i g s .   5  t o   8 .  

In  a l l   c a s e s ,   t h e   i m p r e s s i o n   s o u g h t   i s   t h a t   of  a  

p e r f o r a t i o n   due  to   a  s h a r p   o b j e c t   t h a t   p i e r c e s   t h e  

e a r   l o b e   6  w h i c h   i s   p l a c e d   b e t w e e n   t h a t   p a r t   1  a n d  

t h e   t r i m m i n g   7 .  

In  F i g .   4  i t   can   be  s e e n   t h e   e a r   l o b e   d e f o r m s  

u n d e r   t h e   a c t i o n   of  t h e   r e a r   s c r e w   3  w h i c h ,   when  i t  

i s   t u r n e d   t i g h t ,   f o r c e s   t h e   f o r e   s i d e   of  t h e   e a r   l o b e  

to   p r o t r u d e   t h r o u g h   t h e   o p e n i n g   8.  The  e a r   s k i n   i s   n o t  

d a m a g e d   s i n c e   t h e   o p p o s i t e   e d g e s   of  t h o s e   h a l v e s   7 

a r e   made  b l u n t   a t   9 .  

In  F i g s .   5  to   8  t h e   c l a s p   e a r r i n g   c o n s i s t s  

of  one  p a r t   o n l y   made  of  a  f l e x i b l e   p l a s t i c   m a t e r i a l  

and  i t s   s i n g l e   f i l a m e n t   "U"  s h a p e d   p o r t i o n   1  h a s ,   in  i t s  

c e n t r e ,   an  o b t u s e   a n g l e   d e f l e c t i o n   10  i n s t e a d   of  t h e  

s c r e w   3  of  t h e   f o r m e r   e m b o d i m e n t ,   b u t   h a v i n g   t h e  

same  f u n c t i o n   as  t h e   l a t t e r .  

As  can   be  s e e n   in   F i g .   5,  t h e   t r i m m i n g   h a l v e s  

. 7   can   be  b e n t   or  o p e n e d ,   due  to   m a t e r i a l   f l e x i b i l i t y ,  

a t   t h e   moment   of  p u t t i n g   t h e   e a r r i n g   on,   a f t e r   w h i c h  

t h e   c l o s i n g   o c c u r s   a u t o m a t i c a l l y   and  t h e   p r e s s u r e  
e x e r t e d   by  t h e   d e f l e c t i o n   10  g i v e s   p l a c e   to   e a r  
l o b e   6  a d v a n c e   and  t h e   p r o t r u s i o n   of  a  p a r t   of  i t  

t h r o u g h   t h e   o p e n i n g   8,  a l l   in  t he   same  way  as  in  t h e  

p r e c e d i n g   e m b o d i m e n t .  

The  e a r r i n g ,   when  i t   i s   made  of  a  r i g i d  
m a t e r i a l   ( F i g s .   1  to   4 ) ,   r e q u i r e s   t h e   o p e r a t i o n   o f  



i t s   s c r e w   3  to   p u t   i t   on  and  to  t a k e   i t   o u t ,   w h i l e  

w i t h   t he   f l e x i b l e   p l a s t i c   m a t e r i a l   s i m p l i f i e d  

e m b o d i m e n t   ( F i g s .   5  to   8) ,   i t   is   s u f f i c i e n t   s l i g h t l y  

to  d e f o r m   t h e   o r n a m e n t a l   ends   7  ( F i g .   5)  to   a l l o w  

t h e   i n t r o d u c t i o n   and  t h e   e x t r a c t i o n   f r o m   t h e   e a r  

l o b e   6 .  



1.  A  c l a s p   e a r r i n g   c h a r a c t e r i s e d   by  c o m p r i s i n g  

a  low  h e i g h t   "U"  s h a p e d   p a r t   (1)  to   t h e   e n d s   o f  

w h i c h   a r e   f i x e d   two  a l i g n e d   h a l v e s   (7)  of  a n  

o r n a m e n t a l   t r i m m i n g   r e p r e s e n t i n g   a  p e r f o r a t i n g   o b j e c t ,  

t h e   two  h a l v e s   (7)  b e i n g   b l u n t e d   a t   t h e i r   f a c i n g  

e d g e s   (9)  w h i c h  a r e   s p a c e d   a p a r t   and  t h e   s p a c e   ( 8 )  

b e i n g   d i s p o s e d   in  f r o n t   of  a  p r e s s i n g   p a r t   (5,   1 0 )  

a t   t h e   b o t t o m   of  t h e   "U"  s h a p e d   p a r t   (1)  w h e r e b y   i n  

wear   on  an  e a r   l o b e   ( 6 ) ,   t h e   e a r   l o b e   (6)  p r o t r u d e s  

t h r o u g h   t h e   s p a c e   (8)  and  t h e   t r i m m i n g   a p p e a r s   t o  

p i e r c e   t h e   e a r   l o b e   ( 6 ) .  

2.  A  c l a s p   e a r r i n g   a c c o r d i n g   to   c l a i m   1 ,  

c h a r a c t e r i s e d   in  t h a t   t h e   p r e s s i n g   p a r t   i s   a  d i s c o i d a l  

end  (5)  of  a  s c r e w   (3)  h a v i n g   a  h a n d l i n g   h e a d   ( 4 ) ,  

t h e   s c r e w   (3)  b e i n g   h o u s e d   in  an  i n t e r n a l l y   t h r e a d e d  

n e c k   ( 2 ) .  

3.  A  c l a s p   e a r r i n g   a c c o r d i n g   to   c l a i m   1 ,  

c h a r a c t e r i s e d   in  t h a t   t h e   p a r t   (1)  i s   f l e x i b l e   a n d  

t h e   p r e s s i n g   p a r t   i s   a  d e f l e c t i o n   ( 1 0 ) .  
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