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@  Game  device. 
  A  game  device  is  in  the  form  of  a  dripmat  1  having  a 
cutout  5  which  can  be  arranged  at  any  desired  angular  ori- 
entation  within  an  aperture  2.  Markings  around  the  aperture 
and the  periphery  ofthe  insert  5  contribute towards  a  player's 
score. The  markings  may  be  present  on  one  or  both  sides  of 
the  mat  and  insert. 



The  p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n   r e l a t e s   to  a  d e v i c e   f o r  

p l a y i n g   a  game  made  of  c a r d   or  s h e e t .  

A c c o r d i n g   to  t h e   p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n ,   t h e r e   i s  

p r o v i d e d   a  g a m e   d e v i c e   in  t h e   fo rm  of  a  c a r d   or  s h e e t  

h a v i n g   an  a p e r t u r e   t h e r e t h r o u g h   and  a  c a rd   or  s h e e t   i n s e r t  

i n s e r t a b l e   in  t he   a p e r t u r e   in  a  number   of  d i f f e r e n t  

o r i e n t a t i o n s ,   t h e   c a r d   or  s h e e t   and  the   i n s e r t   h a v i n g  

i n d i c i a   t h e r e o n   w h o s e   r e l a t i v e   p o s i t i o n s   on  i n s e r t i o n   o f  

t h e   i n s e r t   d e t e r m i n e   a  s c o r e   in  t he   game.  P r e f e r a b l y ,   f o r  

e a s e   of  m a n u f a c t u r e   and  s i m p l i c i t y ,   t he   i n s e r t   i s   a  s i m p l e  

c u t   ou t   of  t he   c a r d   or  s h e e t   l e a v i n g   the   a p e r t u r e .   T h e  

a p e r t u r e   i s   p r e f e r a b l y   c i r c u l a r   to   m a x i m i z e   t he   n u m b e r   o f  

d i f f e r e n t   o r i e n t a t i o n s   in  w h i c h   t he   p o r t i o n   can  be  p l a c e d .  

S u i t a b l y   i n d i c i a   a r e   d i s t r i b u t e d   a r o u n d   t h e   i n n e r  

p e r i p h e r y   of  t h e   a p e r t u r e   and  t h e   o u t e r   p e r i p h e r y   of  t h e  

i n s e r t .   P r e f e r a b l y   t h e   i n d i c i a   a r e   p r o v i d e d   on  b o t h   s i d e s  

of   t he   i n s e r t   a n d / o r   b o t h   s i d e s   of  t h e   c a r d   or  s h e e t .   By 

t h i s   m e a n s ,   i t   i s   p o s s i b l e   to  a r r a n g e   t h a t   fo r   p a r t   of  a  

p l a y e r ' s   t u r n ,   t h e   i n d i c i a   on  t he   r e v e r s e   s i d e   of  t h e  

s h e e t / c a r d   a n d / o r   i n s e r t ,   w h i c h ,  o f   c o u r s e ,   he  c a n n o t   s e e ,  

c o n t r i b u t e   to  h i s   own  or  h i s   o p p o n e n t ' s   s c o r e ,   t h e r e b y  

i n t r o d u c i n g   an  u n c o n t r o l l a b l e   e l e m e n t  i n t o   t he   s c o r i n g .  

S u i t a b l y ,   one   s e t   of  i n d i c i a   r e p r e s e n t s   g a m e  

s c o r e s   and  t h e   o t h e r   c o m p r i s e s   p o i n t e r s   w h e r e b y   a l i g n m e n t  



of  a  p o i n t e r   and  a  p a r t i c u l a r   s c o r e   i n d i c i u m   d e t e r m i n e s   a  

s c o r e   a c h i e v e d   in   t h e   g a m e .  

E a c h   s u r f a c e   of  t h e   c a r d / s h e e t   may  have   a  

c o m p l e t e   s e t   of   s c o r e   v a l u e s ,   in  w h i c h   c a s e   t he   a r r a n g e m e n t  

of   s c o r e   v a l u e s   p r e f e r a b l y   d i f f e r s   on  t he   two  s u r f a c e s   o r  

a l t e r n a t i v e l y   some  v a l u e s   may  be  on  one  s i d e   and  t h e  

r e m a i n d e r   on  t h e   o t h e r .  

The  d e v i c e   may  be  in  t h e   fo rm  of  a  d r i p   mat   a s  

f o u n d   in  b a r s   and  so  f o r t h   and  can   t h e r e f o r e   be  p r o d u c e d   a t  

n e g l i g i b l e   e x t r a   c o s t   o v e r   and  a b o v e   t h a t   of  t h e  

c o n v e n t i o n a l   d r i p m a t .   The  a p p l i c a t i o n   of  t he   d e v i c e   i s ,  

h o w e v e r ,   by  no  m e a n s   l i m i t e d   to  d r i p m a t s .   For  e x a m p l e ,   a  

n u m b e r   of  t h e   d e v i c e s ,   s u i t a b l y   made  of  d u r a b l e / w a s h a b l e  

m a t e r i a l   s u c h   a s   p l a s t i c s   may  be  p r o v i d e d   in  a  c a r r y i n g  

w a l l e t ,   box  or  s i m i l a r   to  p r o v i d e   a  games   s e t   e . g .   t o  

e n t e r t a i n   c h i l d r e n   w h i l e   t r a v e l l i n g .  

A  w i d e   v a r i e t y   of  d i f f e r e n t   games  may  be  c a t e r e d  

f o r   by  s u i t a b l e   p r i n t i n g   of  t h e   d e v i c e .   The  f o l l o w i n g  

d e s c r i p t i o n   i l l u s t r a t e s   t h e   a p p l i c a t i o n   of  t he   i n v e n t i o n   t o  

d a r t s   and  c a r d   g a m e s .  

The  i n v e n t i o n   w i l l   be  f u r t h e r   d e s c r i b e d   by  way  o f  

e x a m p l e   w i t h   r e f e r e n c e   to  t h e   a c c o m p a n y i n g   d r a w i n g s ,   i n  

w h i c h : -  

F i g u r e s   l a - a n d   Ib  show  t h e   f r o n t   and  r e v e r s e  

s i d e s ,   r e s p e c t i v e l y ,   of   t h e   ma in   p a r t  o f   a  d r i p m a t  



a c c o r d i n g   to   a  f i r s t   e m b o d i m e n t   of  t he   p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n ;  

F i g u r e s   2a  and  2b  show  the   f r o n t   and  r e v e r s e  

s u r f a c e s   r e s p e c t i v e l y   of   t h e   d i s c   i n s e r t   w h i c h   c o m p l e t e s  

t h e   f i r s t   e m b o d i m e n t   of  t h e   p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n ;   a n d  

F i g u r e s   3 a  a n d  3 b   show  the   f r o n t   and   r e v e r s e  

s u r f a c e s   of   a  s e c o n d   e m b o d i m e n t   of  the   p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n .  

F i g u r e s   l a ,   lb   and  2a,  2b  show  one  f o r m   o f  

d r i p m a t   a c c o r d i n g   to  t h e   p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n ,   made  f rom  t h e  

c o n v e n t i o n a l   c a r d   m a t e r i a l .   The  main  p a r t   1  of   t h e   d r i p m a t  

i s ,   as  shown  in  F i g u r e s   la   and  l b ,   in  the   s h a p e   of  a n  

e l o n g a t e   r e c t a n g l e   h a v i n g   a  c i r c u l a r   a p e r t u r e   2  t o w a r d s   o n e  

e n d .   A r o u n d   t he   p e r i p h e r y   3  of  a p e r t u r e   2  on  b o t h   s u r f a c e s  

l a   and  lb   a r e   p r i n t e d   r e s p e c t i v e   s e t s   of  i n d i c i a   4a,  4 b  

w h i c h ,   as  s h o w n ,   r e p r e s e n t   t he   s c o r e s   a r o u n d   t h e   e d g e s   of  a  

d a r t   b o a r d .   I t   w i l l   be  s e e n   t h a t   the   s c o r e s   in   t he   s e t   4 a  

f o l l o w   t h e   l a y o u t   of  a  s t a n d a r d   d a r t   b o a r d   w h i l e   t he   s e c o n d  

s e t   4b  i s   a n g u l a r l y   o f f s e t   and  s h u f f l e d   c o m p a r e d   w i t h   t h i s  

s t a n d a r d   f o r m a t .   The  r e a s o n   f o r   t h i s   w i l l   b e c o m e   a p p a r e n t  

f rom  t h e   d e s c r i p t i o n   b e l o w .  

F i g u r e s   2a  and  2b  show  the   d i s c   5  w h i c h   i s   c u t   o r  

s t a m p e d   f r o m   t h e   mat  1  to   fo rm  t h e   a p e r t u r e   2.  I t   w i l l   b e  

s e e n   f rom  F i g u r e s   2a  and  2b  t h a t   i t s   two  s u r f a c e s   6a,   6 b  

a r e   e a c h   p r i n t e d   a r o u n d   t h e i r   p e r i p h e r y   w i t h   t h e   p a t t e r n  

7a ,   7b  of  t h e   " d o u b l e s "   a r e a   of  t he   d a r t   b o a r d   and  t h e  

o u t e r   p a r t   o f   t h e   s i n g l e s   a r e a .  



T h r e e   d a r t s   8a ,   8b ,   8c  of  t h e   same  c o l o u r   a r e  

drawn  on  t h i s   d i s c ,   c l e a r l y   p o s i t i o n e d   in  one  of  t h e  

" d o u b l e s "   or  " s i n g l e s "   s e g m e n t s .  

The  d a r t s   9a ,   9b,   9c  on  t h e   r e v e r s e   of  t he   d i s c  

a r e   of  s i m i l a r   a p p e a r a n c e ,   a l t h o u g h   t h e y   may  b e  d i f f e r e n t l y  

p o s i t i o n e d ,   and  may  be  of  a  d i f f e r e n t   c o l o u r .  

The  d r i p m a t   1  and  a p e r t u r e   2  may  be  made  f rom  a n y  

s u i t a b l e   m a t e r i a l ,   p r e f e r a b l y   c a r d   or  s t i f f   p a p e r   f o r  

c h e a p n e s s   and  e a s e   of  m a n u f a c t u r e .  

In  t h e   p r i n t i n g   p r o c e s s   t h e   p o s i t i o n   of  the   d a r t s  

on  b o t h   s i d e s   may  be  v a r i e d   on  d i f f e r e n t   d r i p m a t s   so  t h a t   a  

l a r g e   n u m b e r   of  d i f f e r e n t   c o m b i n a t i o n s   may  be  p r o d u c e d .  

On  t h e   d r i p m a t   w h i c h   c o n t a i n s   t he   d i s c ,   t w e n t y  

n u m b e r e d   s e g m e n t s   a r e   d r awn   on  the   p e r i m e t e r   of  the   c i r c l e  

a d j o i n i n g   t h e   d i s c ,   so  t h a t   t h e   d i s c   may  be  a l i g n e d   t o  

c o r r e s p o n d   to  t h e m .   T h e s e   n u m b e r e d   s e g m e n t s   a l s o   a p p e a r   o n  

t he   r e v e r s e   s i d e   of   t h e   d r i p m a t ,   a l t h o u g h   t h e   o r d e r   of  t h e  

same  20  n u m b e r s   may  be  v a r i e d .   One  or  b o t h   s i d e s   of  t h e  

d r i p m a t   may  be  p r i n t e d   w i t h   i n s t r u c t i o n s   fo r   p l a y .  

S i m i l a r l y ,   t h e   o r d e r   of   t h e   n u m b e r e d   s e g m e n t s   i n  

the   i n d i c i a   4a,  4b  on  b o t h   s i d e s   l a ,   lb   of  t h e   mat  may  b e  

v a r i e d   on  d i f f e r e n t   d r i p m a t s ,   so  t h a t   a  l a r g e   number   o f  

d i f f e r e n t   c o m b i n a t i o n s   may  be  p r o d u c e d .  

T h e r e f o r e ,   a  v e r y   l a r g e   number   of  d i f f e r e n t  

s c o r i n g   c o m b i n a t i o n s   may  be  p r o d u c e d   on  b o t h   f r o n t   a n d  



r e v e r s e ,   by  r o t a t i n g   t h e   d i s c s   in  d i f f e r e n t   p o s i t i o n s   a n d  

a l s o   by  i n t e r c h a n g i n g   d i f f e r e n t   d i s c s   and  d r i p m a t s .  

T h e s e   c o m b i n a t i o n s   may  be  u s e d   to   a c h i e v e   s c o r e s  

in  a  v a r i e t y   of  d i f f e r e n t   t y p e s   of  c o n v e n t i o n a l   d a r t   g a m e s .  

The  s c o r e   a c h i e v e d   on  one  s i d e   of   t h e   d r i p m a t   b y  

a  p a r t i c u l a r   o r i e n t a t i o n   of  the   d i s c   5  in   t h e   h o l e  

d e t e r m i n e s   a n o t h e r   s c o r e   on  the   r e v e r s e   w h i c h   c a n n o t   b e  

s e e n   by  t h e   p l a y e r   w i t h o u t   t u r n i n g   i t   o v e r ,   or  known  by  h i m  

e x c e p t   by  an  e x c e p t i o n a l   f e a t   of  memory.   T h u s ,   t h e   r e v e r s e  

s i d e   s c o r e   can  be  u s e d   to  p r o d u c e   a  r e s u l t   u n c o n t r o l l a b l e  

by  h i m ,   e . g .   one  w h i c h   mus t   be  added   or  s u b t r a c t e d ,   or  a  

s c o r e   f o r   an  o p p o n e n t .  

Mos t   c o n v e n t i o n a l   d a r t   games  i n c l u d i n g   " 3 0 1 " ,  

" K i l l e r "   and  " H i / L o "   c a n   be  p l a y e d   u s i n g   t h e   d r i p m a t   a s  

shown  in  F i g s   l a ,   lb   and  2a,  2 b .  

The  two  p l a y e r s   may  use  the   same  or  two  or  m o r e  

d i f f e r e n t   d r i p m a t s   and  one  or  more  i n s e r t s   to   p l a y   or  t h e  

same  d r i p m a t   and  two  or  more  d i f f e r e n t   i n s e r t s .  

A  s p e c i a l   p r o m o t i o n a l   f e a t u r e   o f   t h e   game  i s   t h a t  

t he   m a t h e m a t i c a l   p r o b a b i l i t y   of  any  s c o r e   can   be  p r e c i s e l y  

c a l c u l a t e d   by  t h e   a r r a n g e m e n t   of  t he   p r i n t i n g   p l a t e s ,   b u t  

t h e s e   p r o b a b i l i t i e s   can   be  a c h i e v e d - o n l y   by  a  t o t a l l y   f r e e  

i n t e r c h a n g e   of   t h e   d r i p m a t   c o m p o n e n t s ,   so  t h a t   in  a  l i m i t e d  

p r o d u c t i o n   r u n ,   e x t r e m e l y   h i g h   odds   can   be  e s t a b l i s h e d  

a g a i n s t   t h e   c o r r e c t   a s s e m b l y   of  any  p a r t i c u l a r   s c o r e   o n  



b o t h   s i d e s   o f   t h e   d r i p m a t .  

T h i s   i s   u s e f u l   f e a t u r e   in   c o n s u m e r   c o m p e t i t i o n s  

w h e r e   t h e   i n t e n t i o n   i s   to   o f f e r   a  few  e x p e n s i v e   p r i z e s   t o  

l a r g e   n u m b e r s   of   p e o p l e ,   w i t h   p r e d i c t a b l e   and  s m a l l   odds  o f  

w i n n i n g ,   a n d / o r   l a r g e   n u m b e r s   of  s m a l l   p r i z e s ,   w i t h   h i g h e r  

p r e d i c t a b l e   c h a n c e s   of  w i n n i n g .   I m p o r t a n t l y ,   w i n n e r s   a r e  

d e t e r m i n e d   by  s k i l l ,   in  f i n d i n g   and  a r r a n g i n g   t h e   r i g h t  

c o m b i n a t i o n   of   d r i p m a t   and  d i s c ;   t h u s   no  " t i e b r e a k e r "   w o u l d  

be  n e c e s s a r y ,   as   t h e   c o n t e s t   i s   n o t   a  l o t t e r y ,   w h e t h e r   o r  

n o t   a  c o n s i d e r a t i o n   is   i n v o l v e d .  

F i g u r e s   3a  and  3b  show  t h e   f r o n t   and  r e v e r s e  

s i d e s   of   a  f u r t h e r   form  of  d r i p m a t   I '   w h i c h   i s   p r i n t e d   w i t h  

s u i t a b l e   m a r k i n g s   to   e n a b l e   t he   p l a y i n g   of  a  c a r d   g a m e ,  

s p e c i f i c a l l y   p o k e r .   T h u s ,   i t   w i l l   be  s e e n   t h a t   d i s p o s e d  

a r o u n d   t h e   p e r i p h e r y   of  t he   a p e r t u r e   2  i s   a  s e r i e s   o f  

s y m b o l s   4 ' a   and  4 ' b   r e p r e s e n t i n g   d i f f e r e n t   p l a y i n g   c a r d s .  

T w e n t y   s i x   of   t h e   f i f t y   two  p l a y i n g   c a r d s   of   a  c o n v e n t i o n a l  

p a c k   a r e   shown  on  one  s i d e   of   t h e   mat   and  t h e   r e m a i n i n g   26  

on  t h e   o t h e r .   E a c h   s i d e   of  t h e   d i s c   5 '   i s   p r i n t e d   a r o u n d  

i t s   e d g e   w i t h   a  s e r i e s   of  m a r k s   10  f o r   a l i g n m e n t   w i t h   t h e  

e d g e s   of   t h e   " c a r d s "   and  two  d i s t i n g u i s h a b l e   s e t s   o f  

p o i n t e r s   11 ,   in  t h i s   c a s e   h o l l o w   and  s o l i d   t r i a n g l e s ,   w h i c h  

c a n   be  a l i g n e d   w i t h   the   " c a r d s "   to   a c h i e v e   a  p a r t i c u l a r  

s c o r e .   The  p u r p o s e   of  t he   two  d i s t i n g u i s h a b l e   s e t s   o f  

p o i n t e r s   on  e a c h   s i d e   is   t h a t   e a c h   p l a y e r   t a k e s   p a r t   of  h i s  



s c o r e   f r o m   e a c h   s i d e   of  t he   mat  u s i n g   one  s e t   of  p o i n t e r s  

and  h i s   o p p o n e n t   d o e s   l i k e w i s e   u s i n g   the   o t h e r   s e t .   I t  

w i l l   be  a p p r e c i a t e d   t h a t   t h i s   i s   a n o t h e r   way  of  i n t r o d u c i n g  

an  u n c o n t r o l l a b l e   e l e m e n t   i n t o   e a c h   p l a y e r ' s   s c o r e ,   a  

p r i n c i p l e   w h i c h   may  be  a p p l i e d   to  o t h e r   g a m e s .  

As  w i t h   t he   d a r t s   mat ,   v a r i o u s   c o n v e n t i o n a l   c a r d  

games  may  be  p l a y e d .  

I t   w i l l   be  a p p r e c i a t e d   t h a t   t he   p r i n c i p l e s  

d e s c r i b e d   a b o v e   can   be  a p p l i e d   to  d r i p m a t s   f o r   p l a y i n g   a  

m u l t i p l i c i t y   of   o t h e r   g a m e s .  



1.  A  game  d e v i c e   in  t he   form  of  a  c a r d   or  s h e e t  

h a v i n g   an  a p e r t u r e   t h e r e t h r o u g h   and  a  c a r d   or  s h e e t   i n s e r t  

i n s e r t a b l e   in   t h e   a p e r t u r e   in  a  number   of  d i f f e r e n t  

o r i e n t a t i o n s ,   t h e   c a r d   or  s h e e t   and  t h e   i n s e r t   h a v i n g  

i n d i c i a   t h e r e o n   whose   r e l a t i v e   p o s i t i o n s   on  i n s e r t i o n   o f  

the   i n s e r t   d e t e r m i n e   a  s c o r e   in  t h e   g a m e .  

2.  A  d e v i c e   a c c o r d i n g   to  c l a i m   1  w h e r e i n   t h e  

i n s e r t   i s   a  c u t o u t   of  t h e   c a r d   or  s h e e t .  

3.  A  d e v i c e   a c c o r d i n g   to  c l a i m   1  o r  2   w h e r e i n  

t he   a p e r t u r e   i s   c i r c u l a r .  

4.  A  d e v i c e   a c c o r d i n g   to  any  one  of   t h e  

p r e c e d i n g   c l a i m s   w h e r e i n   t h e   i n d i c i a   a r e   d i s t r i b u t e d   a r o u n d  

t he   i n n e r   p e r i p h e r y   of   t he   a p e r t u r e   and  t he   o u t e r   p e r i p h e r y  

of   t h e   i n s e r t .  

5.  A  d e v i c e   a c c o r d i n g   to  any  one  of   t h e  

p r e c e d i n g   c l a i m s   w h e r e i n   t h e   i n d i c i a   a r e   p r o v i d e d   on  b o t h  

s i d e s   of  t h e   i n s e r t   a n d / o r   b o t h   s i d e s   of  t h e   c a r d   or  s h e e t .  

6.  A  d e v i c e   a c c o r d i n g   to  any  one  of   t h e  

p r e c e d i n g   c l a i m s   w h e r e i n   one   s e t   of  i n d i c i a   r e p r e s e n t s   g a m e  

s c o r e s   and  t h e   o t h e r   c o m p r i s e s   p o i n t e r s   w h e r e b y   a l i g n m e n t  

of  a  p o i n t e r   and   a  p a r t i c u l a r   s c o r e   i n d i c i u m   d e t e r m i n e s   a  

s c o r e   a c h i e v e d   in   t h e   g a m e .  

7.  A  d e v i c e   a c c o r d i n g   to  any  one  of   t h e  

p r e c e d i n g   c l a i m s   in  t h e   f o r m   of   a  d r i p m a t .  



8.  A  d e v i c e   a c c o r d i n g   to  any  one  of  t h e  

p r e c e d i n g   c l a i m s   w h e r e i n   t h e r e   a r e   i n d i c i a   on  b o t h   s u r f a c e s  

of  t he   c a r d   or  s h e e t   e a c h   r e p r e s e n t i n g   a  c o m p l e t e   s e t   o f  

s c o r e   v a l u e s .  

9.  A  d e v i c e   a c c o r d i n g   to   any  one  of   c l a i m s   1  t o  

7  w h e r e i n   t h e r e   a r e   i n d i c i a   on  e a c h   s u r f a c e   of  t he   c a r d   o r  

s h e e t ,   the   i n d i c i a   on  e a c h   s u r f a c e   r e p r e s e n t i n g   s c o r e s  

d i f f e r e n t   f rom  t h o s e   on  t he   o t h e r   s u r f a c e .  

10.  A  game  d e v i c e   s u b s t a n t i a l l y   as  h e r e i n b e f o r e  

d e s c r i b e d   w i t h   r e f e r e n c e   to  and  as  i l l u s t r a t e d   in  F i g u r e s  

l a ,   l b ,   2a  and  2b  or  F i g u r e s   3a  and  3b  of  t he   a c c o m p a n y i n g  

d r a w i n g s .  
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