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(s*)  Improvements  in  or  relating  to  wrist  supports. 
  A  wrist  support  adapted  to  extend  along  and  surround 
the  forearm  wrist  and  palm  of  the  hand  to  restrict  mobility 
of  the  wrist  joint,  the  support  being  formed  from  a  single 
piece  of  stretch  fabric  (10)  consisting  of  a  less  easily  stretch- 
able  transverse  central  band  (21)  and  more  easily  stretchable 
transverse  proximal  and  distal  bands  (25,  23).  The  support 
being  formed  in  its  outer  surface  with  a  longitudinal  pocket 
(12)  for  a  thin  brace  (14)  and  with  attachment  means  (16,  20, 
22)  along  its  lateral  edges  for  fastening  said  lateral  edges 
together  about  the  wrist.  The  attachment  means  (16,  20,  22) 
and  the  pocket  (12)  are  positioned  so  that  when  in  place  a 
brace  (14)  of  inflexible  material  in  the  pocket  extends  along 
the  ventral  surface  of  the  forearm  and  wrist  and  underlies 
the  palm  so  as  to  hold  the  hand  in  dorsoflexion.  The  band 
(21)  of  less  stretchable  material  is  positioned  towards  the 
proximal  end  of  the  support  so  as  to  act  on  the  forearm  and 
wrist  but  substantially  not  on  the  palm. 





T h i s   i n v e n t i o n   r e l a t e s   to   a  w r i s t   s u p p o r t .  

A  w r i s t   s u p p o r t   f o r   u se   by  s p o r t s   p e o p l e   in  w h i c h   a  

m e t a l   s h e e t   or  s t r i p   in   a  p o c k e t   is   h e l d   by  s e m i - f l e x i b l e  

f a b r i c   to   t h e   d o r s a l  s u r f a c e   of  t h e   w r i s t   is   d e s c r i b e d   i n  

P a t e n t   S p e c i f i c a t i o n   No.  U S - A - 3 5 3 3 4 0 7 .   B u t   t h e   s u p p o r t  

d o e s   n o t   h o l d   t h e   h a n d   in   d o r s o f l e x i o n   as  i s   r e q u i r e d   i n  

t h e   t r e a t m e n t   o f   m o r e   s e r i o u s   w r i s t   i n j u r i e s   a n d  

r e h a b i l i t a t i o n .  

B r o a d l y   s t a t e d   t h e   i n v e n t i o n   p r o v i d e s   a  w r i s t  

s u p p o r t   a d a p t e d   to   e x t e n d   a l o n g   and  s u r r o u n d   t h e   f o r e a r m  

w r i s t   and   p a l m   of   t h e   h a n d   t o   r e s t r i c t   m o b i l i t y   of   t h e  

w r i s t   j o i n t ,   t h e   s u p p o r t   b e i n g   f o r m e d   f r o m   a  s i n g l e   p i e c e  .  

o f   s t r e t c h   f a b r i c   c o n s i s t i n g   of  a  l e s s   e a s i l y   s t r e t c h a b l e  

t r a n s v e r s e   c e n t r a l   b a n d   a n d   m o r e   e a s i l y   s t r e t c h a b l e  

t r a n s v e r s e   p r o x i m a l   and   d i s t a l   b a n d s ,   t h e   s u p p o r t   b e i n g  

f o r m e d   in  i t s   o u t e r   s u r f a c e   w i t h   a  l o n g i t u d i n a l   p o c k e t   f o r  

a  t h i n   b r a c e   and  w i t h   a t t a c h m e n t   m e a n s   a l o n g   i t s   l a t e r a l  

e d g e s   f o r   f a s t e n i n g   s a i d   l a t e r a l   e d g e s   t o g e t h e r   a b o u t   t h e  

w r i s t ,   c h a r a c t e r i s e d   in  t h a t :  

( a )   t h e   a t t a c h m e n t   m e a n s   a n d   t h e   p o c k e t   a r e  

p o s i t i o n e d   so  t h a t   w h e n   in   p l a c e   a  b r a c e   of   i n f l e x i b l e  

m a t e r i a l   in  t h e   p o c k e t   e x t e n d s   a l o n g   t h e   v e n t r a l   s u r f a c e  



o f   t h e   f o r e a r m   a n d   w r i s t   a n d   u n d e r l i e s   t h e   p a l m   so  as  t o  

r e s t r i c t   m o b i l i t y   of  t h e   w r i s t   j o i n t   and  h o l d   t h e   h a n d   i n  

d o r s o f l e x i o n ;   a n d  

( b )   t h e   b a n d   o f   l e s s   s t r e t c h a b l e   m a t e r i a l   i s  

p o s i t i o n e d   t o w a r d s   t h e   p r o x i m a l   end  of   t h e   s u p p o r t   so  a s  

t o   a c t   on  t h e   f o r e a r m   and   w r i s t   b u t   s u b s t a n t i a l l y   n o t   o n  

t h e   p a l m .  

T h e   e f f e c t   of   t h e   b a n d   p o s i t i o n i n g   as  a f o r e s a i d   i s  

t o   c o n c e n t r a t e   t h e   s u p p o r t   w h e r e   i t   i s   n e e d e d   w i t h o u t  

e x e r t i n g   u n w a n t e d   p r e s s u r e   a c r o s s   t h e   p a l m   of   t h e   h a n d .  

When   i t   i s   n o t   b e i n g   w o r n ,   t h e   f a b r i c   of   t h e   s u p p o r t   i s  

u n d i s t o r t e d   w h i c h   g i v e s   t h e   s u p p o r t   a  more  p r o f e s s i o n a l l y -  

m a d e   a n d   a t t r a c t i v e   a p p e a r a n c e   t o   t h e   u s e r   w i t h o u t  

j e o p a r d i s i n g   t h e   s u p p o r t   p r o v i d e d .   The  u s e   of   a  s i n g l e  

p i e c e   o f   s t r e t c h   f a b r i c   h a v i n g   p u r p o s e - d e s i g n e d  

a s y m m e t r i c a l l y   l o c a t e d   b a n d s   of   d i f f e r e n t   e l a s t i c a t i o n   i s  

b e l i e v e d   n o v e l   and  l e a d s   to   s i g n i f i c a n t   s i m p l i f i c a t i o n   o f  

t h e   m a n u f a c t u r i n g   p r o c e s s ,   a g a i n   w i t h o u t   j e o p a r d i s i n g   t h e  

f i t   o f   t h e   s u p p o r t   or   i t s   f u n c t i o n   in   s u p p o r t i n g   t h e  

w r i s t .  

The   i n v e n t i o n   f u r t h e r   p r o v i d e s   a  m e t h o d   f o r   m a k i n g   a  
w r i s t   s u p p o r t   w h i c h   c o m p r i s e s :  

p r o v i d i n g   a  p i e c e   o f   f a b r i c   r e n d e r e d   r e s i l i e n t l y  

s t r e t c h a b l e   by  e l a s t o m e r i c   y a r n   w o v e n   in   one   d i r e c t i o n ,  

s a i d   f a b r i c   c o n s i s t i n g   o f   a  c e n t r a l   b a n d   of   l e s s   e a s i l y  

s t r e t c h a b l e   m a t e r i a l   b o u n d e d   by  b a n d s   of   m o r e   e a s i l y  

s t r e t c h a b l e   m a t e r i a l , ,   t h e   c e n t r a l   b a n d   b e i n g   n a r r o w e r   t h a n  

o n e   o f   t h e   o u t e r   b a n d s   and:  m o r e   t h a n   t w i c e   t h e   w i d t h   o f  

t h e   o t h e r ,   t h e   d i r e c t i ' o n   o f   s a i d   b a n d s   d e f i n i n g   a  

t r a n s v e r s e   d i r e c t i o n   o f  t h e   e v e n t u a l   s u p p o r t ;  
y 

c u t t i n g   a l o n g   t h e   f r e e   e d g e   o f   t h e   w i d e r   of   t h e   m o r e  

s t r e t c h a b l e   b a n d s   to   c o n f o r m   t h e   f r e e   edge  to   t h e   p a l m   o f  

t h e   h a n d   and  f o r m   t h e   d i s t a l   e d g e   of  t he   s u p p o r t ;  

c u t t i n g   a  c o n c a v e   t h u m b   o p e n i n g   in  one  l a t e r a l   e d g e  

of   t h e   f a b r i c   in   t h e   w i d e r   of   t h e   more   s t r e t c h a b l e   b a n d s ;  
a n d  

f o r m i n g   t h e   a t t a c h m e n t   m e a n s   a l o n g   t he   l a t e r a l   e d g e s  



of  s a i d   f a b r i c   p i e c e .  

The  s u p p o r t   is  a d v a n t a g e o u s l y   p r o v i d e d   on  i t s   o u t e r  

f a c e   w i t h   a  v e n t r a l   p o c k e t   f o r   i n s e r t i o n   of   a  s h a p e d  

s u p p o r t   o f   r i g i d   m a t e r i a l   d e f i n i n g   t h e   d e g r e e   o f  

d o r s o f l e x i o n   of  t h e   h a n d .  

C o n v e n i e n t l y   V e l c r o   t a b s   on  one  s i d e   e d g e   of   t h e  

s u p p o r t   l o c a t e   o n t o   a  V e l c r o   pad  on  t h e   o t h e r   s i d e   edge   t o  

f a s t e n   t h e   s u p p o r t   a b o u t   t he   w r i s t .  

An  e m b o d i m e n t   of  t h e   i n v e n t i o n   w i l l   now  be  d e s c r i b e d  

by  way  of   e x a m p l e   o n l y   w i t h   r e f e r e n c e   to   t h e   a c c o m p a n y i n g  

d r a w i n g s ,   i n   w h i c h :  

F i g u r e   1  i s   a  v i e w   of  t h e   o u t e r   f a c e   of   a  w r i s t  

s u p p o r t   l a i d   o u t   f l a t ;   a n d  

F i g u r e   2  i s   a  v i e w   of   a  b r a c e   t h a t   f i t s   i n t o   t h e  

s u p p o r t   of  F i g u r e   1 .  

In  t h e   d r a w i n g s ,   a  f a b r i c   w r i s t   s u p p o r t   10  i s   f o r m e d  

on  i t s   o u t e r   f a c e   w i t h   a  p o c k e t   12  i n t o   w h i c h   may  b e  

i n s e r t e d   a  m e t a l   b r a c e   14  t o   r e s t r i c t   m o b i l i t y   of   t h e  

w r i s t   and  t h e   p a l m   of  t h e   hand .   The  b r a c e   14  c o m p r i s e s   a  

r e g i o n   27  w h i c h   i s   c o n c a v e   in  t he   t r a n s v e r s e   d i r e c t i o n   t o  

u n d e r l i e   and  c o n f o r m   t o   t h e   c u r v a t u r e   of  t h e   f o r e a r m   a n d  

i n c r e a s e   t h e   r i g i d i t y   of   t h e   b r a c e ,   a  p l a n a r   r e g i o n   2 9  

t h a t   u n d e r l i e s   t h e   w r i s t   and  an  u p w a r d l y   c r a n k e d   r e g i o n   31 

t h a t   u n d e r l i e s   t h e   p a l m   of   t h e   h a n d   a n d   h o l d s   i t   i n  

d o r s o f l e x i o n .   A l o n g   t h e   o u t e r   f a c e   of   one   s i d e   e d g e   o f  

t h e   s u p p o r t   10  i s   a t t a c h e d   a  V e l c r o   f a s t e n i n g   s t r i p   16  o f  

t h e   l o o p   t y p e .   The  o t h e r   s i d e   edge  is  c o n c a v e l y   p r o f i l e d  

a t   18  t o   d e f i n e   a  t h u m b   a p e r t u r e   and  h a s   a  t a b   20  t h a t   i s  

p a s s e d   b e t w e e n   t h e   t h u m b   and  i n d e x   f i n g e r   and   w r i s t   a n d  

f o r e a r m   t a b s   22 .   The  t a b s   20,  22  a r e   o f   h o o k   V e l c r o  

m a t e r i a l   c o m p l e m e n t a r y   t o   t h a t   of  t h e   s u p p o r t   10.  T h e  

p o c k e t   12  i s   l o c a t e d   so  t h a t   when   t h e   b r a c e   14  i s   in  p l a c e  

and  is  p o s i t i o n e d   p r o p e r l y   a l o n g   the   p a l m   and  f o r e a r m   t h e  

t h u m b   e n g a g e s   in   t h e   w r i s t   a p e r t u r e   18.   The   V e l c r o   b a n d  

16  is  l o c a t e d   so  as  to   be  a l i g n e d   w i t h   t h e   f o r e f i n g e r   a n d  

t o   e x t e n d   a l o n g   t h e   d o r s a l   s u r f a c e   of   t h e   f o r e a r m .   T h e  

e d g e s   36,  38  a b u t   w h e n   t h e   s u p p o r t   i s   b e i n g   w o r n   and   t h e  



e d g e   38  i s   s p a c e d   s u f f i c i e n t l y   w i d e l y   f r o m   t h e   p o c k e t   1 2  

t h a t   t h e   b r a c e   14  l i e s   in   c o r r e c t   a l i g n m e n t   a l o n g   t h e  

v e n t r a l   s u r f a c e   o f   t h e   f o r e a r m .   The   p e n i n s u l a   40  o f  

f a b r i c   l e a d i n g   t o   t h e   t a b   20  i s   m a d e   l o n g   e n o u g h   t o   e x t e n d  

a r o u n d   t h e   f o r e f i n g e r   t o   t h e   b a n d   1 6 .   I f   t h e r e   i s  

i n s u f f i c i e n t   f a b r i c   b e t w e e n   e d g e   38  a n d   p o c k e t   12  and  i f  

t h e   p e n i n s u l a   40  i s   t o o   s h o r t ,   t h e   t h u m b   a p e r t u r e   p r o v i d e s  

o n l y   a  r e s t r i c t e d   m o v e m e n t   of   t h e   t h u m b   and   t h e   b r a c e   1 4  

i s   p u l l e d   t r a n s v e r s e l y   o u t   of   a l i g n m e n t   w i t h   t h e   f o r e a r m .  

I t   w i l l   be  n o t e d   t h a t   t h e   b o d y   of  t h e   w r i s t   s u p p o r t  

i s   f o r m e d   f r o m   a  s i n g l e   p i e c e   of   f a b r i c   h a v i n g   a  c e n t r a l  

w r i s t   r e g i o n   o r   b a n d   21  of   l e s s   s t r e t c h a b l e   m a t e r i a l   a n d  

d i s t a l   a n d   p r o x i m a l   r e g i o n s   o r   b a n d s   23 ,   25  o f   m o r e  

s t r e t c h a b l e   m a t e r i a l   p o s i t i o n e d   to   c o r r e s p o n d   to   t he   p a l m  

a n d   f o r e a r m   o f   t h e   w e a r e r .   A  s u i t a b l e   f a b r i c   f o r   m a k i n g   a  
w r i s t   s u p p o r t   a c c o r d i n g   to   t h e   i n v e n t i o n   h a s   t h e   f o l l o w i n g  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s :  

W i d t h   187mm  O v e r a l l  

M a t e r i a l s   C o t t o n   8 3 . 0 4 6 %  

R u b b e r   1 6 . 9 5 4 %  

Body  108  Ends   x  16 /2   C o t t o n  

C e n t r e   116  Ends   x  4 0 / 2   C o t t o n  

C o t t o n   c o v e r e d   r u b b e r   1 1 5  E n d s  

x  C R . 2 4 1   (M.  W r i g h t   &  S o n s )  

W e f t   1  End  x  16 /2   C o t t o n  

P i c k s   a t   Loom  2 5 . 6   p e r   1 "  

P i c k s  R e s t   63  p e r   1 "  

S t r e t c h   U n f i n i s h e d   120% 

F i n i s h e d   130% 

S p a c i n g   of   F a b r i c / O v e r a l l   W i d t h   187  mm 

29mm  15  R u b b e r s   P r o x i m a l   Band  2 5  

26  Ends   1 6 / 2   C o t t o n  

12  R u b b e r s   p e r   1 "  

68mm  57  R u b b e r s   C e n t r a l   Band  21 

116  E n d s   4 0 / 2   C o t t o n  

22  R u b b e r   p e r   1 "  



90mm  43  R u b b e r s   M a t e r i a l   t o   f o r m   d i s t a l  

83  Ends  16 /2   C o t t o n   band   2 3  

12  R u b b e r s   pe r   1"  

The  w r i s t   r e g i o n   or   b a n d   21  i s   a s y m m e t r i c a l l y  

l o c a t e d   to   p r o v i d e   m a x i m u m   s u p p o r t   to   t h e   w r i s t   j o i n t ,  

w i t h   t h e   w i d t h   of   t h e   c e n t r a l   b a n d   21  b e i n g   m o r e   t h a n  

t w i c e   t h a t   of   t h e   p r o x i m a l   b a n d   25  of  m o r e   s t r e t c h a b l e  

m a t e r i a l   b u t   l e s s   t h a n   t h e   g r e a t e s t   w i d t h   of   t h e   d i s t a l  

b a n d   23  of  more   s t r e c h a b l e   m a t e r i a l .   The  t h u m b   a p e r t u r e  
18  i s   f o r m e d   o n l y   in   t h e   w i d e r   r e g i o n   23  o f   m o r e   e a s i l y  

s t r e t c h a b l e   m a t e r i a l .   The  f a b r i c   i s   m a d e   r e s i l i e n t l y  

s t r e t c h a b l e   by   t h e   p r e s e n c e   o f   t r a n s v e r s e   e n d s   o f  

e l a s t o m e r i c   m a t e r i a l   and  t h e   c e n t r a l   b a n d   21  c o n t a i n s   m o r e  

e l a s t o m e r i c   e n d s   p e r   u n i t   l e n g t h   t h a n   t h e   p r o x i m a l   o r  

d i s t a l   b a n d s   25,  2 3 .  

The   w r i s t   s u p p o r t   of   t h e   i n v e n t i o n   i s   d u r a b l e   a n d  

e f f e c t i v e .   I t   w i l l   be  n o t e d   t h a t   t h e   s u p p o r t   of  t h e  

i n v e n t i o n   i s   e a s y   t o   m a k e   b e c a u s e   o n l y   one   p i e c e   o f  

s t r e t c h   f a b r i c   i s   u s e d   and   t h a t   f a b r i c   h a s   b a n d s   o f  

d i f f e r e n t   e l a s t i c a t i o n   o f   t h e   r e q u i r e d   w i d t h s   a n d  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s .   The  p r o x i m a l   e d g e   35  need   no t   be  c u t   a n d  

o n l y   a  s t r a i g h t   c u t   i s   n e e d e d   a t   t h e   l a t e r a l   e d g e   36  t h a t  

c a r r i e s   t h e   V e l c r o   s t r i p   16.  O n l y   t h e   d i s t a l   e d g e   37  o f  

t h e   w i d e r   m o r e   f l e x i b l e   b a n d   23  n e e d   be  c u t   t o   c o n f o r m ,  

w h e n   f o l d e d   o v e r ,   t o   t h e   s h a p e   of   t h e   p a l m ,   and  a  c o n c a v e  

g e n e r a l l y   s e m i - c i r c u l a r   c u t - o u t   18  i s   f o r m e d   in  t h e   o t h e r  

l a t e r a l   edge   38  w h i c h   a l s o   has   a t t a c h e d   t h e r e t o   t h e   V e l c r o  

t a b s   20,  22.  Only   t h e   m i n i m u m   of  c u t t i n g   and  edge   b i n d i n g  

o p e r a t i o n s   a r e   r e q u i r e d .  



1.  A  w r i s t   s u p p o r t   a d a p t e d   to   e x t e n d   a l o n g   and  s u r r o u n d  

t h e   f o r e a r m   w r i s t   a n d   p a l m   o f   t h e   h a n d   t o   r e s t r i c t  

m o b i l i t y   of   t h e   w r i s t   j o i n t ,   t h e   s u p p o r t   b e i n g   f o r m e d   f r o m  

a  s i n g l e   p i e c e   of  s t r e t c h   f a b r i c   (10)  c o n s i s t i n g   of  a  l e s s  

e a s i l y   s t r e t c h a b l e   t r a n s v e r s e   c e n t r a l   band  (21)  and  m o r e  

e a s i l y   s t r e t c h a b l e   t r a n s v e r s e   p r o x i m a l   and  d i s t a l   b a n d s  

( 2 5 ,   2 3 ) ,   t h e   s u p p o r t   b e i n g   f o r m e d   in   i t s   o u t e r   s u r f a c e  

w i t h   a  l o n g i t u d i n a l   p o c k e t   ( 1 2 )   f o r   a  t h i n   b r a c e   (14 )   a n d  

w i t h   a t t a c h m e n t   means   (16,  20,  22)  a l o n g   i t s   l a t e r a l   e d g e s  

f o r   f a s t e n i n g   s a i d   l a t e r a l   e d g e s   t o g e t h e r   a b o u t   t he   w r i s t ,  

c h a r a c t e r i s e d   in   t h a t :  

(a)   t h e   a t t a c h m e n t   m e a n s   (16 ,   20,  22)  and  t h e  

p o c k e t   ( 1 2 )   a r e   p o s i t i o n e d   so  t h a t   w h e n   in  p l a c e   a  b r a c e  

( 1 4 )   o f   i n f l e x i b l e   m a t e r i a l   i n   t h e   p o c k e t   e x t e n d s   a l o n g  

t h e   v e n t r a l   s u r f a c e   of  t h e   f o r e a r m   and  w r i s t   and  u n d e r l i e s  

t 'he  p a l m   so  as   t o   h o l d   t h e   h a n d   in  d o r s o f l e x i o n ;   a n d  

(b)   t h e   b a n d   (21)   o f   l e s s   s t r e t c h a b l e   m a t e r i a l   i s  

p o s i t i o n e d   t o w a r d s   t h e   p r o x i m a l   end   o f   t h e   s u p p o r t   so  a s  

t o   a c t   on  t h e   f o r e a r m   and  w r i s t   b u t   s u b s t a n t i a l l y   n o t   o n  

t h e   p a l m .  
2.  A  w r i s t   s u p p o r t   a c c o r d i n g   t o   C l a i m   1,  w h e r e i n   a  

g e n e r a l l y   s e m i - c i r c u l a r   c u t - o u t   (18 )   d e f i n i n g   a  t h u m b  

a p e r t u r e   i s   m a d e   o n l y   in   a  d i s t a l   b a n d   (23)   of   m o r e  

s t r e t c h a b l e   m a t e r i a l   t h a t   is  w i d e r   t h a n   the   p r o x i m a l   b a n d  

(25)  o f   more   s t r e t c h a b l e   m a t e r i a l .  

3.  A  w r i s t   s u p p o r t   a c c o r d i n g   t o   C l a i m   1  o r   2,  w h e r e i n  

t h e   f a b r i c   i s   made  r e s i l i e n t l y   s t r e t c h a b l e   by  t h e   p r e s e n c e  
of  t r a n s v e r s e   e n d s   of  e l a s t o m e r i c   m a t e r i a l   and  the   c e n t r a l  

b a n d   (21)   c o n t a i n s   m o r e   e l a s t o m e r i c   e n d s   p e r   u n i t   l e n g t h  

t h a n   t h e   p r o x i m a l   or  d i s t a l   b a n d s   (25,   2 3 ) .  

4.  A  w r i s t   s u p p o r t   a c c o r d i n g   t o   C l a i m   3,  w h e r e i n   t h e  

w i d t h   of   t h e   c e n t r a l   band  (21)   i s   more   t h a n   t w i c e   t h a t   o f  

t h e   p r o x i m a l   b a n d   (25)   of   m o r e   s t r e t c h a b l e   m a t e r i a l   b u t  

l e s s   t h a n   t h e   g r e a t e s t   w i d t h   of   t h e   d i s t a l   b a n d   (23)   o f  

more   s t r e c h a b l e   m a t e r i a l .  

5.  A  w r i s t   s u p p o r t   a c c o r d i n g   t o   any   p r e c e d i n g   c l a i m ,  



w h e r e i n   t h e   b r a c e   (14)  c o m p r i s e s   a  c o n c a v e   p r o x i m a l   r e g i o n  

( 2 7 )   t o   u n d e r l i e   t h e   f o r e a r m ,   a  f l a t   r e g i o n   ( 2 9 )   t o  

u n d e r l i e   t h e   w r i s t   and  an  u p w a r d l y   c r a n k e d   r e g i o n   (31)  t o  

u n d e r l i e   t h e   p a l m .  

6.  A  s u p p o r t   a c c o r d i n g   to   any  p r e c e d i n g   c l a i m ,   w h e r e i n   j 

t h e   f a s t e n i n g   m e a n s   c o m p r i s e s   t a b s   ( 20 ,   22)  of   h o o k - t y p e  

f i b r o u s   f a s t e n i n g   f a b r i c   a l o n g   one   l a t e r a l   e d g e   and   a  

s t r i p   (16)  of  e y e - t y p e   f i b r o u s   f a s t e n i n g   f a b r i c   a l o n g   t h e  

o t h e r   e d g e .  

7.  A  m e t h o d   of   m a k i n g   a  w r i s t   s u p p o r t   w h i c h   c o m p r i s e s :  

p r o v i d i n g   a  p i e c e   of   f a b r i c   r e n d e r e d   r e s i l i e n t l y  

s t r e t c h a b l e   by  e l a s t o m e r i c   y a r n   w o v e n   in   one  d i r e c t i o n ,  

s a i d   f a b r i c   c o n s i s t i n g   of   a  c e n t r a l   b a n d   (21 )   of   l e s s  

e a s i l y   s t r e t c h a b l e   m a t e r i a l   b o u n d e d   by  b a n d s   (25,  23)  o f  

m o r e   e a s i l y   s t r e t c h a b l e   m a t e r i a l ,   t h e   c e n t r a l   b a n d   ( 2 1 )  

b e i n g   n a r r o w e r   t h a n   one  of   t h e   o u t e r   b a n d s   (23)   and   m o r e  

t h a n   t w i c e   t h e   w i d t h   of   t h e   o t h e r   ( 2 5 ) ,   t h e   d i r e c t i o n   o f  

s a i d   b a n d s   (21,  23,  25)  d e f i n i n g   a  t r a n s v e r s e   d i r e c t i o n   o f  

t he   e v e n t u a l   s u p p o r t ;  

c u t t i n g   a l o n g   t h e   f r e e   edge   (37)  of  t he   w i d e r   of   t h e  

more   s t r e t c h a b l e   b a n d s   (23)  to   c o n f o r m   t he   f r e e   e d g e   ( 3 7 )  

t o   t h e   p a l m   o f   t h e   h a n d   and   f o r m   t h e   d i s t a l   e d g e   o f   t h e  

s u p p o r t ;  

c u t t i n g   a  c o n c a v e   t h u m b   o p e n i n g   (18)  in  one  l a t e r a l  

e d g e   ( 3 8 )   o f   t h e   f a b r i c   i n   t h e   w i d e r   o f   t h e   m o r e  

s t r e t c h a b l e   b a n d s   (23) ;   a n d  

f o r m i n g   t h e   a t t a c h m e n t   m e a n s   (16,  20,  22)  a l o n g   t h e  

l a t e r a l   e d g e s   of  s a i d   f a b r i c   p i e c e .  
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