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A  container  (1)  for  a  roll  of  adhesive  tape  in  which  the  roll 
is  rotatably  mounted  upon  a  leaf  spring  (7)  within  a  plastic 
housing  (2, 3)  the  spring  (7)  retaining  the  roll  against  two  walls 
(9)  and  (11)  of the  housing  (2,3). 

The  container  is  provided  with  a  removable  or  hinged 
plate  (21),  on  to  which  the  free  end  of  adhesive  tape  may  be  at- 
tached  for  easy  retrieval,  and  an  integral  serrated  cutting  edge 
(19)  for  cutting  the  tape. 



T h i s   i n v e n t i o n   r e l a t e s   to   a  c o n t a i n e r   f o r   r o l l s   o f  

t a p e   and  in  p a r t i c u l a r   to   a  c o n t a i n e r   f o r   r o l l s   o f  

a d h e s i v e   t a p e .  

C o n t a i n e r s   f o r   r o l l s   of  t a p e   ( a d h e s i v e   and  n o n -  

a d h e s i v e )   a r e   known  w h i c h   r e t a i n   t h e   r o l l   by  m e a n s  

of  a  s p i n d l e   o n t o   w h i c h   t h e   r o l l   i s   r o t a t a b l y  

m o u n t e d ,   and  t h e   r o l l   mus t   a c c o r d i n g l y   p o s s e s s   a n  

a x i a l   h o l e   of  t h e   c o r r e c t   d i m e n s i o n s   to   e n a b l e   i t  

to   be  m o u n t e d   on  t h e   s p i n d l e .   Known  c o n t a i n e r s   o f  

t h e   a b o v e   t y p e   o f t e n   s u f f e r   f r o m   t h e   d i s a d v a n t a g e  

t h a t   m o u n t i n g   and  d i s m o u n t i n g   of  t h e   r o l l   of  t a p e  

i s   t e d i o u s   and  s l o w .  

The  p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n   s e e k s   to   o v e r c o m e   t h e   a b o v e  

l i m i t a t i o n s   by  p r o v i d i n g   a  c o n t a i n e r   w h i c h  

r o t a t a b l y   r e t a i n s   a  r o l l   of  t a p e   w h e t h e r   or  no t   t h e  

r o l l   i s   p r o v i d e d   w i t h   an  a x i a l   h o l e .   In  a d d i t i o n  

t h e   c o n t a i n e r   a l l o w s   q u i c k   and  e a s y   l o a d i n g   a n d  

u n l o a d i n g   of  t h e   r o l l   of  t a p e ,   and  is   s u i t a b l e   f o r  

a d h e s i v e   and  n o n - a d h e s i v e   t a p e s .  

A c c o r d i n g   to   t h e   p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n ,   t h e r e   i s  

p r o v i d e d   a  c o n t a i n e r   f o r   a  r o l l   of  t a p e ,   c o m p r i s i n g  



a  h o u s i n g   and  a  s p r i n g ,   w h e r e b y   t h e   r o l l   of  t a p e   i s  

r o t a t a b l y   r e t a i n e d   in   t h e   h o u s i n g   by  t h e   s p r i n g  

w h i c h   u r g e s   t h e   r o l l   a g a i n s t   a  r e t a i n i n g   w a l l   o f  

t h e   h o u s i n g .  

P r e f e r a b l y   t h e   s p r i n g   i s   a r r a n g e d   w i t h i n   t h e  

h o u s i n g   to   b e a r   a g a i n s t   t h e   o u t e r   s u r f a c e   of  t h e   r o l l  

of   t a p e ,   and  in  a  p a r t i c u l a r l y   p r e f e r r e d   e m b o d i m e n t ,  

t h e   s p r i n g   i s   in  t h e   f o r m   of  a  l e a f   s p r i n g   o n t o  

w h i c h   t h e   r o l l   of  t a p e   may  be  m o u n t e d .  

In  a  p r e f e r r e d   f o r m   of  t h e   i n v e n t i o n   t h e   h o u s i n g  

c o m p r i s e s   two  i n t e r e n g a g i n g   p a r t s ,   a  b a s e   p o r t i o n  

and   a  t op   p o r t i o n ,   and  t h e   s p r i n g   is   s u i t a b l y  

l o c a t e d   w i t h i n   t h e   b a s e   p o r t i o n .  

The  c o n t a i n e r   of  t h e   i n v e n t i o n   may  be  p r o v i d e d  

w i t h   a  c u t t i n g   e d g e   to   e n a b l e   s t r i p s   of  t a p e   to   b e  

c u t   to   any  r e q u i r e d   l e n g t h ,   and  t h e   edge   i s  

p r e f e r a b l y   in  t h e   f o r m   of  a  s e r r a t e d   b l a d e   of   m e t a l  

o r   p l a s t i c .  

The  c o n t a i n e r   of  t h e   i n v e n t i o n   may  a l s o   be  p r o v i d e d  

w i t h   a  r e t a i n i n g   e l e m e n t   o n t o   w h i c h   a  f r e e   end  o f  

a d h e s i v e   t a p e   may  be  a t t a c h e d   f o r   e a s y   r e t r i e v a l ,  



t h e   r e t a i n i n g   e l e m e n t   p r e f e r a b l y   b e i n g   d e t a c h a b l e  

f r o m   t h e   c o n t a i n e r .   The  e l e m e n t   is   s u i t a b l y  

p o s i t i o n e d   a d j a c e n t   t h e   c u t t i n g  e d g e   so  t h a t   a f t e r  

c u t t i n g ,   a  c u t   end   of  t a p e   may  be  a d h e r e d   to   t h e  

e l e m e n t .   In  one  f o r m   of  t h e   i n v e n t i o n   t h e  

r e t a i n i n g   e l e m e n t   may  be  a t t a c h e d   by  means   of  a  

h i n g e   to   t h e   c o n t a i n e r ,   and  in  t h e   p r e f e r r e d   t w o -  

p a r t   c o n t a i n e r ,   may  be  l o c a t e d   on  t h e   t o p   p o r t i o n  

t h e r e o f .  

The  r e t a i n i n g   e l e m e n t   is   p r e f e r a b l y   in  t h e   f o r m   o f  

a  f l a t   p l a t e   w h i c h   a b u t s   t h e   u p p e r   s u r f a c e   of  t h e   t o p  

p o r t i o n   of  a  two  p a r t   c o n t a i n e r .  

In  a  p r e f e r r e d   f o r m   t h e   r e t a i n i n g   e l e m e n t   i s  

l o c a t e d   as  a  s n u g   f i t   w i t h i n   an  o p e n i n g   in  t h e   t o p  

p o r t i o n ,   a d j a c e n t   t h e   c u t t i n g   e d g e .   The  e l e m e n t  

may  be  p r o v i d e d   w i t h   l a t e r a l   p r o j e c t i o n s   w h i c h   c a n  

be  g r i p p e d   m a n u a l l y   to   p u l l   t h e   e l e m e n t   away  f r o m  

t h e   c o n t a i n e r .   The  l a t e r a l   p r o j e c t i o n s   may  a b u t  

t h e   u p p e r   s u r f a c e   of  t h e   t o p   p o r t i o n   to   p r e v e n t   t h e  

e l e m e n t   f rom  f a l l i n g   i n t o   t h e   o p e n i n g .  

In  a  p a r t i c u l a r l y   p r e f e r r e d   f o rm  of  t h e   i n v e n t i o n  

t h e   r e t a i n i n g   e l e m e n t   is   p i v o t a l l y   a t t a c h e d   to   a n  



a b u t t i n g   s u r f a c e   by  means   of  a  c u t   end  of  t a p e ,   s o  

t h a t   on  m a n u a l l y   g r i p p i n g   and  p u l l i n g   t h e   l a t e r a l  

p r o j e c t i o n s   one  end  of  t h e   e l e m e n t   p i v o t s   a w a y  

f r o m   t h e   c o n t a i n e r   t h e r e b y   a l l o w i n g   t h e   c u t   end  o f  

t h e   t a p e   to   be  e a s i l y   r e t r i e v e d .  

The  l a t e r a l   p r o j e c t i o   ns  on  t h e   r e t a i n i n g   e l e m e n t  

a l s o   e n a b l e   t h e   e l e m e n t   to   be  p u l l e d   away  f rom  t h e  

c o n t a i n e r ,   t h e r e b y   p u l l i n g   t h e   t a p e   f rom  t h e   r o l l  

w h i c h   can   t h e n   be  c u t   to   a  d e s i r e d   l e n g t h .  

S u i t a b l e   m a t e r i a l s   f o r   c o n s t r u c t i n g   t h e   ma in   p a r t s  

of  t h e   c o n t a i n e r   of  t h e   p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n   i n c l u d e  

any  l i g h t ,   d u r a b l e   and  r i g i d   m a t e r i a l ,   p r e f e r a b l y  

p l a s t i c s .  

A  p r e f e r r e d   e m b o d i m e n t   of  t h e   i n v e n t i o n   w i l l   n o w  

be  d e s c r i b e d   by  way  of  e x a m p l e   w i t h   r e f e r e n c e   t o  

t h e   a c c o m p a n y i n g   d r a w i n g s ,   in   w h i c h :  

F i g u r e   1  i s   a  p e r s p e c t i v e   v i e w   s h o w i n g   t h e   t o p  

p o r t i o n   and  b a s e   p o r t i o n   of  a  c o n t a i n e r   p r i o r   t o  

a s s e m b l y ;  

F i g u r e   2  i s   a  p e r s p e c t i v e   v i e w   of  t h e   a s s e m b l e d  

c o n t a i n e r ;   a n d  



F i g u r e   3  i s   a  p l a n   v i e w   of  t h e   a s s e m b l e d   c o n t a i n e r .  

R e f e r r i n g   to   F i g u r e s   1  and  2  of  t h e   d r a w i n g s ,   a  

t a p e   c o n t a i n e r   1  c o m p r i s e s   a  g e n e r a l l y   r e c t a n g u l a r ,  

c r o s s - s e c t i o n a l   s h a p e d   b a s e   2  and  a  s i m i l a r l y  

c r o s s - s e c t i o n a l   s h a p e d   t o p   3 .  

The  b a s e   2  c o m p r i s e s   a  s e a t   4,  w h i c h   t e r m i n a t e s   i n  

an  i n c l i n e d   m o u t h   5,  a  g u a r d   p o r t i o n   6  and  l e a f  

s p r i n g   7.  G u a r d   p o r t i o n   6  i s   f o r m e d   by  t h r e e   s i d e  

w a l l s   8,  9  and   10  w h i c h   e x t e n d   v e r t i c a l l y   f r o m  

m o u t h   5,  and  w h i c h   t e r m i n a t e   in  a  t o p   w a l l   11.   T h e  

t o p   w a l l   11  p r o t r u d e s   b e y o n d   t h e   t o p   e d g e s   of  s i d e  

w a l l s   8  and  9  and  l i e s   p a r a l l e l   to   t h e   i n c l i n e d  

m o u t h   5 .  

L e a f   s p r i n g   7  i s   a t t a c h e d   a t   one  end  to   t h e   i n s i d e  

of  t h e   open   end   w a l l   of  t h e   s e a t   4,  and  e x t e n d s  

i n t o   a  c a v i t y   12  b o u n d e d   by  t h e   s e a t   4  and  g u a r d  

p o r t i o n   6 .  

The  m o u t h   5  i s   s u r r o u n d e d   by  a  l e d g e   13,  w h i c h  

p r o v i d e s   an  a b u t t i n g   s u p p o r t   f o r   t h e   t o p   3,  as  i s  

shown  in  F i g u r e   1 .  



The  t o p   3  has   an  open   end   14,  two  o p p o s i n g  

r h o m b o i d a l l y   s h a p e d   w a l l s   15  and  16  and  two  s m a l l e r  

o p p o s i n g   r e c t a n g u l a r   s h a p e d   w a l l s   17  and  1 8 .  

A  s e r r a t e d   c u t t i n g   e d g e   19  p r o t r u d e s   f r o m   a  t o p   e d g e  

20  of  w a l l   1 8 .  

A  r e c t a n g u l a r   t a p e - r e t a i n i n g   p l a t e   21  f o r m s   a  s n u g  

f i t   w i t h i n   t h e   s p a c e   22  f o r m e d   by  w a l l s   15  and  1 6  

and   c u t t i n g   e d g e   19,  as  i s   shown  in  F i g u r e s   1  a n d  

3.  The  c h a m f e r e d   r e a r   end  23  of  t h e   p l a t e   21  a b u t s  

an  u p p e r   p o r t i o n   24  of  a  s l o p i n g   i n t e r n a l   w a l l   2 5  

of   t o p   3,  w h i l e   t h e   c h a m f e r e d   f r o n t   end  26  a b u t s  

t h e   t o p   e d g e   20  of  t h e   w a l l   1 8 .  

A  r e c t a n g u l a r ,   f l a t   b o t t o m e d   s t o p   27  w i t h   a  

q u a d r a n t a l   c r o s s - s e c t i o n a l   s h a p e   i s   f i x e d   to   a  t o p  

f a c e   28  of  p l a t e   21.  B o t h   e n d s   29  and  30  of  t h e  

s t o p   27  l a t e r a l l y   o v e r h a n g   t h e   t o p   f a c e   28  of   t h e  

p l a t e   21  and  a b u t   t h e   t o p   e d g e s   of  w a l l s   15  and  16  

r e s p e c t i v e l y .  

In  u s e ,   a  r o l l   of   a d h e s i v e   t a p e   is   p l a c e d   in  t h e  

b a s e   2,  on  t h e   l e a f   s p r i n g   7.  The  n a t u r a l  

r e s i l i e n c e   of  t h e   l e a f   s p r i n g   7  c a u s e s   t h e   r o l l   t o  

be  p r e s s e d   a g a i n s t   w a l l s   9  and  11  of  g u a r d   p o r t i o n  



6,  t h e r e b y   r e t a i n i n g   t h e   r o l l   in  p o s i t i o n .   A n y  

s i z e   r o l l   of  t a p e   can   be  r e t a i n e d   in  t h i s   w a y  

p r o v i d e d   t h e   d i a m e t e r   of  t h e   r o l l   i s   l a r g e   e n o u g h  

t o   e n a b l e   t h e   s p r i n g   7  to   p r e s s   t h e   r o l l   a g a i n s t  

w a l l s   9  or   1 1 .  

The  t o p   3  i s   t h e n   m o u n t e d   as  a  s n u g   p u s h - f i t   o n t o  

t h e   b a s e   2,  so  t h a t   open   end  14  of  t h e   t o p   3  a b u t s  

t h e   l e d g e   13.   As  i l l u s t r a t e d   in  F i g u r e   3,  a  l o o s e  

e n d   of  t h e   t a p e   31  may  t h e n   be  t h r e a d e d   t h r o u g h   a  

gap  32  b e t w e e n   t h e   w a l l   11  and  t h e   p l a t e   21,  a n d  

t h e   r e q u i r e d   l e n g t h   of  t a p e   31  p u l l e d   t h r o u g h   t h e  

gap  32  f rom  t h e   r o l l .   The  t a p e   31  may  t h e n   be  c u t  

t o   t h e   r e q u i r e d   l e n g t h   by  p u l l i n g   i t   i n t o   c o n t a c t  

w i t h   t h e   p l a t e ,   t e n s i o n i n g   i t   a g a i n s t   s t o p   27  a n d  

c u t t i n g   i t   on  c u t t i n g   e d g e   1 9 .  

A f t e r   t h e   t a p e   has   b e e n   c u t   t h e   l o o s e   end  r e m a i n s  

a d h e r e d   to   t h e   p l a t e   21  and  s t o p   27,  bu t   o n l y  

l o o s e l y   a d h e r e s   to   c h a m f e r e d   end  2 3 .  

The  t a p e   31,  l o o s e l y   a d h e r e d   to   c h a m f e r e d   end  2 3 ,  

a c t s   as  a  t e m p o r a r y   h i n g e   b e t w e e n   t h e   p l a t e   21  a n d  

t h e   t o p   e d g e   33  of  t h e   w a l l   25.  The  cu t   end   of  t h e  

t a p e   31  may  be  e a s i l y   r e t r i e v e d   by  g r a s p i n g   e n d s   29  



and  30  of  t h e   s t o p   27,  r o t a t i n g   t h e   e l e m e n t   2 1  

a b o u t   t h e   t e m p o r a r y   h i n g e   and  t h e n   r e t r i e v i n g   t h a t  

p a r t   of  t h e   t a p e   31  l o o s e l y   a d h e r e d   to   t h e   end  2 3 .  

When  a  r o l l   of  t a p e   is  f i n i s h e d ,   t h e   b a s e   2  and  t o p  

3  may  be  s e p a r a t e d   by  m a n u a l l y   p u l l i n g   a p a r t ,   a n d  

to  f a c i l i t a t e   t h i s   t h e   w a l l s   11,  15  and  16  a r e  

f o r m e d   w i t h   a  r i d g e d   e x t e r i o r   to   a i d   g r i p p i n g .  



1)  A  c o n t a i n e r   (1)  f o r   a  r o l l   of  t a p e ,   c o m p r i s i n g  
a  h o u s i n g   ( 2 , 3 )   f o r   t h e   r o l l   and  a  s p r i n g  
(7)  on  w h i c h   t h e   r o l l   i s   r o t a t a b l y   s u p p o r t e d  
in  t h e   h o u s i n g   ( 2 , 3 ) ,   t h e   s p r i n g   (7)  b e i n g  
a r r a n g e d   to   u r g e   t h e   r o l l   a g a i n s t   a  r e t a i n i n g  
w a l l   ( 9 , 1 1 )   of  t h e   h o u s i n g   ( 2 , 3 ) .  

2)  A  c o n t a i n e r   (1)  a c c o r d i n g   to   c l a i m   1,  in  w h i c h  
t h e   s p r i n g   (7)  is   in  t h e   f o r m   of  a  l e a f   s p r i n g  
(7)  on  w h i c h   t h e   r o l l   i s   s u p p o r t e d .  

3)  A  c o n t a i n e r   (1)  a c c o r d i n g   to   c l a i m   1  or  2 
in  w h i c h   t h e   h o u s i n g   ( 2 , 3 )   c o m p r i s e s   a  b a s e  
p o r t i o n   (2)  and  a  t o p   p o r t i o n   (3)  w h i c h  
d e t a c h a b l y   e n g a g e ,   t h e   s p r i n g   (7)  b e i n g  
l o c a t e d   w i t h i n   t h e   b a s e   p o r t i o n .  

4)  A  c o n t a i n e r   (1)  a c c o r d i n g   to   a n y  o n e   of  c l a i m s  
1  to   3,  w h i c h   i n c l u d e s   a  r e t a i n i n g   e l e m e n t   ( 2 1 )  
o n t o   w h i c h   a  f r e e   end  of  a d h e s i v e   t a p e   can  b e  
a t t a c h e d ,   t h e   r e t a i n i n g   e l e m e n t   (21)   b e i n g  
d e t a c h a b l e   f rom  t h e   c o n t a i n e r   ( 1 ) .  

5)  A  c o n t a i n e r   (1)  a c c o r d i n g   to   c l a i m   4,  in  w h i c h  
t h e   r e t a i n i n g   e l e m e n t   (21)   i s   p o s i t i o n e d   a d j a c e n t  
a  c u t t i n g   edge   (19)   m o u n t e d   on  t h e   c o n t a i n e r   ( 1 ) .  

6)  A  c o n t a i n e r   (1)  a c c o r d i n g   to   c l a i m   4  or  5 ,  
in   w h i c h   t h e   r e t a i n i n g   e l e m e n t   (21)   i s   h i n g e d l y  
a t t a c h e d   to   t h e   c o n t a i n e r   ( 1 ) .  

7)  A  c o n t a i n e r   (1)  a c c o r d i n g   t o   a n y  o n e   of  c l a i m s  
4  to   6,  in   w h i c h   t h e   r e t a i n i n g   e l e m e n t   ( 2 1 )  
c o m p r i s e s   a  f l a t   p l a t e   (21)   w h i c h   i s   l o c a t e d  
as  a  s n u g   f i t   w i t h i n   an  o p e n i n g   in  t h e   t o p   o f  
t h e   h o u s i n g   ( 2 , 3 ) .  



8)  A  c o n t a i n e r   (1)  a c c o r d i n g   to   a n y  o n e   of  c l a i m s  
4  to   7,  in  w h i c h   t h e   r e t a i n i n g   e l e m e n t   (21)   i s  
p r o v i d e d   w i t h   l a t e r a l   p r o j e c t i o n s   ( 2 9 , 3 0 )  
a r r a n g e d   to   be  g r i p p e d   m a n u a l l y   to   p u l l   t h e  
e l e m e n t   (21)   away  f rom  t h e   c o n t a i n e r   ( 1 ) .  

9)  A  c o n t a i n e r   (1)  a c c o r d i n g   to   a n y  o n e   of  c l a i m s  
4  to   8  in  w h i c h   t h e   r e t a i n i n g   e l e m e n t   (21)   i s  
p i v o t a l l y   a t t a c h e d   to   t h e   c o n t a i n e r   (1)  by  m e a n s  
of  a  c u t   end  of  t a p e   w h i c h   a d h e r e s   to  t h e   e l e m e n t  
( 2 1 ) .  
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