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provided  with  lateral  projections  which  can  be 
gripped  manually  to  pull  the  element  away  from 
the  container.  The  lateral  projections  may  abut 
the  upper  surface  of  the  top  portion  to  prevent  the 
element  from  falling  into  the  opening. 

In  one  form  of  the  invention  the  retaining 
element  is  pivotally  attached  to  an  abutting  sur- 
face  by  means  of  a  cut  end  of  tape,  so  that  on 
manually  gripping  and  pulling  the  lateral  projec- 
tions  one  end  of  the  element  pivots  away  from  the 
container  thereby  allowing  the  cut  end  of  the  tape 
to  be  easily  retrieved. 

The  lateral  projections  on  the  retaining 
element,  also  enable  the  element  to  be  pulled 
away  from  the  container,  thereby  pulling  the  tape 
from  the  roll  which  can  then  be  cut  to  a  desired 
length.  Suitable  materials  for  constructing  the 
main  parts  of  the  container  of  the  present  inven- 
tion  include  any  light,  durable  and  rigid  material, 
preferably  plastics. 

A  preferred  embodiment  of  the  invention  will 
now  be  described  by  way  of  example  with  ref- 
erence  to  the  accompanying  drawings,  in  which: 

Figure  1  is  a  perspective  view  showing  the  top 
portion  and  base  portion  of  a  container  prior  to 
assembly; 

Figure  2  is  a  perspective  view  of  the  assembled 
container;  and 

Figure  3  is  a  plan  view  of  the  assembled 
container. 

Referring  to  Figures  1  and  2  of  the  drawings,  a 
tape  container  1  comprises  a  generally  rect- 
angular,  cross-sectional  shaped  base  2  and  a 
similarly  cross-sectional  shaped  top  3. 

The  base  2  comprises  a  seat  4,  which  ter- 
minates  in  an  inclined  mouth  5,  a  guard  portion  6 
and  leaf  spring  7.  Guard  portion  6  is  formed  by 
three  side  walls  8,  9  and  10  which  extend  ver- 
tically  from  mouth  5,  and  which  terminate  in  a  top 
wall  1  1  .  The  top  wall  1  1  protrudes  beyond  the  top 
edges  of  side  walls  8  and  9  and  lies  parallel  to  the 
inclined  mouth  5. 

Leaf  spring  7  is  attached  at  one  end  to  the  inside 
of  the  open  end  wall  of  the  seat  4,  and  extends 
into  a  cavity  12  bounded  by  the  seat  4  and  guard 
portion  6. 

The  mouth  5  is  surrounded  by  a  ledge  13,  which 
provides  an  abutting  support  for  the  top  3,  as  is 
shown  in  Figure  1. 

The  top  3  has  an  open  end  14,  two  opposing 
rhomboidally  shaped  walls  15  and  16  and  two 
smaller  opposing  rectangular  shaped  walls  17 
and  18.  A  serrated  cutting  edge  19  protrudes  from 
a  top  edge  20  of  wall  18. 

A  rectangular  tape-retaining  plate  21  forms  a 
snug  fit  within  the  space  22  formed  by  walls  15 
and  16  and  cutting  edge  19,  as  is  shown  in  Figures 
1  and  3.  The  chamfered  rear  end  23  of  the  plate  21 
abuts  an  upper  portion  24  of  a  sloping  internal 
wall  25  of  top  3,  while  the  chamfered  front  end  26 
abuts  the  top  edge  20  of  the  wall  18. 

A  rectangular,  flat  bottomed  stop  27  with  a 
quadrantal  cross-sectional  shape  is  fixed  to  a  top 
face  28  of  plate  21.  Both  ends  29  and  30  of  the 
stop  27  laterally  overhang  the  top  face  28  of  the 

Description 

This  invention  relates  to  a  container  for  rolls  of 
tape  and  in  particular  to  a  container  for  rolls  of 
adhesive  tape. 

Containers  for  rolls  of  tape  (adhesive  and  non- 
adhesive)  are  known  which  retain  the  roll  by 
means  of  a  spindle  onto  which  the  roll  is  rotatably 
mounted  and  the  roll  must  accordingly  possess 
an  axial  hole  of  the  correct  dimensions  to  enable 
the  roll  to  be  mounted  upon  the  spindle.  Known 
containers  of  the  above  type  often  suffer  from  the 
disadvantage  that  mounting  and  dismounting  of 
the  roll  of  tape  is  tedious  and  slow. 

US-A-1  961  511  discloses  a  one  piece  elongate 
carton  for  dispensing  sheet  material,  such  as  wax 
paper,  from  a  roll. 

The  present  invention  seeks  to  overcome  the 
above  limitations  by  providing  a  roll  of  adhesive 
tape  whether  or  not  the  roll  is  provided  with  an 
axial  hole.  In  addition  the  container  allows  quick 
and  easy  loading  and  unloading  of  the  roll  of 
adhesive  tape. 

According  to  the  present  invention,  there  is 
provided  a  container  for  a  roll  of  adhesive  tape, 
comprising  a  base  portion  which  detachably 
engages  with  a  top  portion,  the  base  portion 
comprising  a  spring  and  a  vertically  extending 
guard  portion,  said  spring  being  arranged  to 
rotatably  support  the  roll  and  to  urge  it  against 
the  guard  portion,  said  guard  portion  terminating 
in  a  partial  top  wall,  and  a  serrated  cutting  edge 
being  located  on  a  top  edge  of  the  top  portion 
adjacent  to  a  tape  retaining  element  which  is  in 
the  form  of  a  flat  plate,  such  that  with  the  roll 
supported  on  the  spring  the  free  end  of  the  tape 
may  be  located  in  a  gap  between  the  partial  top 
wall  and  the  tape  retaining  element. 

Preferably  the  spring  is  arranged  within  the 
container  to  bear  against  the  outer  surface  of  the 
roll  of  tape,  and  in  a  particularly  preferred 
embodiment  the  spring  is  in  the  form  of  a  leaf 
spring  on  which  the  roll  of  tape  may  be  mounted. 

The  container  of  the  invention  is  provided  with 
a  cutting  edge  to  enable  strips  of  tape  to  be  cut  to 
any  required  length,  and  the  edge  is  preferably  in 
the  form  of  a  serrated  blade  of  metal  or  plastic. 

The  container  of  the  invention  is  also  provided 
with  a  tape  retaining  element  onto  which  a  free 
end  of  adhesive  tape  may  be  attached  for  easy 
retrieval,  the  retaining  element  optionally  being 
detachable  from  the  container.  The  element  is 
suitably  positioned  adjacent  to  the  cutting  edge 
so  that  after  cutting,  a  cut  end  of  tape  may  be 
adhered  to  the  element.  In  one  form  of  the 
invention  the  retaining  element  may  be  attached 
by  means  of  a  hinge  to  the  container,  and  in  the 
preferred  two-part  container,  may  be  located 
upon  the  top  portion  thereof. 

The  retaining  element  is  preferably  in  the  form 
of  a  flat  plate  which  abuts  the  upper  surface  of  the^ 
top  portion  of  a  two  part  container. 

In  one  form  the  retaining  element  is  located  as  a 
snug  fit  within  an  opening  in  the  top  portion, 
adjacent  the  cutting  edge.  The  element  may  be 
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is  formed  by  three  vertical  side  walls  (8,  9  and 
10)  terminating  in  partial  top  wall  (11). 

6.  A  container  according  to  any  one  of  claims  1 
to  5,  wherein  a  stop  (27)  is  located  on  a  top  face 
(28)  of  the  retaining  element  (21),  so  arranged 
that  the  free  end  of  the  adhesive  tape  can  be 
pulled  into  contact  with  the  retaining  element 
(21),  tensioned  against  the  stop  (27)  and  cut  on 
the  cutting  edge  (19). 

Patentanspruche 

plate  21  and  abut  the  top  edges  of  walls  15  and 
16  respectively. 

In  use,  a  roll  of  adhesive  tape  is  placed  in  the 
base  2,  on  the  leaf  spring  7.  The  natural  resili- 
ence  of  the  leaf  spring  7  causes  the  roll  to  be 
pressed  against  walls  9  and  11  of  guard  portion 
6,  thereby  retaining  the  roll  in  position.  Any  size 
roll  of  tape  can  be  retained  in  this  way  provided 
the  diameter  of  the  roll  is  large  enough  to  enable 
the  spring  7  to  press  the  roll  against  walls  9  or 
11. 

The  top  3  is  then  mounted  as  a  snug  push-fit 
onto  the  base  2,  so  that  open  end  14  of  the  top  3 
abuts  the  ledge  13.  As  illustrated  in  Figure  3,  a 
loose  end  of  the  tape  31  may  then  be  threaded 
through  a  gap  32  between  the  wall  11  and  the 
plate  21,  and  the  required  length  of  tape  31 
pulled  through  the  gap  32  from  the  roll.  The  tape 
31  may  then  be  cut  to  the  required  length  by 
pulling  it  into  contact  with  the  plate,  tensioning  it  . 
against  stop  27  and  cutting  it  on  cutting  edge  19. 

After  the  tape  has  been  cut  the  loose  end 
remains  adhered  to  the  plate  21  and  stop  27,  but 
only  loosely  adheres  to  chamfered  end  23. 

The  tape  31,  loosely  adhered  to  chamfered  end 
23,  acts  as  a  temporary  hinge  between  the  plate 
21  and  the  top  edge  33  of  the  wall  25.  The  cut 
end  of  the  tape  31  may  be  easily  retrieved  by 
grasping  ends  29  and  30  of  the  stop  27,  rotating 
the  element  21  about  the  temporary  hinge  and 
then  retrieving  that  part  of  the  tape  31  loosely 
adhered  to  the  end  23. 

When  a  roll  of  tape  is  finished,  the  base  2  and 
top  3  may  be  separated  by  manually  pulling 
apart,  and  to  facilitate  this  the  walls  11,  15  and  16 
are  formed  with  a  ridged  exterior  to  aid  gripping. 

Claims 

1.  A  container  (1)  for  a  roll  of  adhesive  tape, 
comprising  a  base  portion  (2)  which  detachably 
engages  with  a  top  portion  (3),  the  base  portion 
(2)  comprising  a  spring  (7)  and  a  vertically 
extending  guard  portion  (6),  said  spring  (7)  being 
arranged  to  rotatably  support  the  roll  and  to  urge 
it  against  the  guard  portion  (6),  said  guard  por- 
tion  terminating  in  a  partial  top  wall  (11),  and  a 
serrated  cutting  edge  (19)  being  located  on  a  top 
edge  of  the  top  portion  (3)  adjacent  to  a  tape 
retaining  element  (21)  which  is  in  the  form  of  a 
flat  plate,  such  that  with  the  roll  supported  on  the 
spring  (7)  the  free  end  of  the  tape  may  be  located 
in  a  gap  (32)  between  the  partial  top  wall  (11) 
and  the  tape  retaining  element  (21). 

2.  A  container  according  to  claim  1,  wherein 
the  spring  (7)  is  in  the  form  of  a  leaf  spring  on 
which  the  roll  is  supported. 

3.  A  container  according  to  claim  1  or  claim  2, 
wherein  the  tape  retaining  element  (21)  is  hinged 
or  detachable. 

4.  A  container  according  to  any  one  of  claims  1 
to  3,  wherein  the  tape  retaining  element  (21) 
abuts  the  upper  surface  of  the  top  portion  (3). 

5.  A  container  according  to  any  one  of  the 
preceding  claims,  wherein  the  guard  portion  (6) 

10 

1.  Behalter  fur  eine  Klebbandrolle,  umfassend 
einen  Basisteil  (2),  der  mit  einem  Oberteil  (3) 

w  abnehmbar  in  Eingriff  tritt  und  der  eine  Feder  (7) 
und  einen  sich  vertikal  erstreckenden  Schutzteil 
(6)  aufweist,  wobei  die  Feder  (7)  angeordnet  ist, 
urn  die  Rolle  drehbar  abzustutzen  und  sie  gegen 
den  Schutzteil  (6)  zu  driicken,  der  in  einer  oberen 

20  Teilwand  (11)  endet,  eine  gezahnte  Schneidkante 
(19),  die  an  der  Oberkante  des  oberen  Teiles  (3) 
nahe  einem  Bandhalteelement  (21)  angeordnet 
ist,  welches  in  Form  einer  ebenen  Platte  vorgese- 
hen  ist  derart,  dalS,  wenn  die  Rolle  an  der  Feder 

25  (7)  abgestutzt  ist,  das  freie  Ende  des  Bandes  in 
einem  Spalt  (32)  zwischen  der  oberen  Teilwand 
(11)  und  dem  Bandhaitelement  (21)  angeordnet 
werden  kann. 

2.  Behalter  nach  Anspruch  1,  wobei  die  Feder 
30  (7)  in  Form  einer  Blattfeder  vorhanden  ist,  an 

welcher  die  Rolle  abgestutzt  ist. 
3.  Behalter  nach  Anspruch  1  oder  2,  wobei  das 

Bandhalteelement  (21)  angelenkt  ist  oder 
abnehmbar  ist. 

35  4.  Behalter  nach  irgendeinem  der  Anspruche  1 
bis  3,  wobei  das  Bandhalteelement  (21)  an  der 
oberen  Flache  des  oberen  Teiles  (3)  anliegt. 

5.  Behalter  nach  irgendeinem  der  vorherge- 
henden  Anspruche,  wobei  der  Schutzteil  (6) 

40  durch  drei  vertikale  Seitenwande  (8,  9  und  10) 
gebildet  ist,  die  an  der  oberen  Teilwand  (11) 
enden. 

6.  Behalter  nach  irgendeinem  der  Anspruche  1 
bis  5,  wobei  ein  Anschlag  (27)  an  einer  oberen 

45  Flache  (28)  des  Halteelementes  (21)  derart  ange- 
ordnet  ist,  dalS  das  freie  Ende  des  Klebbandes  in 
Beriihrung  mit  dem  Halteelement  (21)  gezogen, 
gegen  den  Anschlag  (27)  gespannt  und  an  der 
Schneidkante  (19)  geschnitten  werden  kann. 

50 
Revendications 

1.  Recipient  (1)  pour  un  rouleau  de  ruban 
adhesif,  comprenant  une  partie  de  base  (2)  qui 

55  s'engage  dans  une  partie  supjrieure  (3)  en  pou- 
vant  en  etre  detachee,  la  partie  de  base  (2) 
comprenant  un  ressort  (7)  et  une  partie  de  garde 
(6)  se  prolongeant  verticalement,  ce  ressort  (7) 
etant  dispose  de  fac.on  a  soutenir  le  rouleau  en  le 

60  laissant  tourner  et  a  le  presser  contre  la  partie  de 
garde  (6),  cette  partie  de  garde  se  terminant  par 
une  paroi  superieure  partielle  (11),  et  un  bord  de 
coupe  dentele  (19)  etant  situe  sur  le  bord  du  haut 
de  la  partie  superieure  (3)  adjacent  a  un  element 

65  (21)  retenant  le  ruban  qui  a  la  forme  d'une 
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5.  Recipient  suivant  I'une  quelconque  des 
revendications  1  a  4,  caracterise  en  ce  que 
la  partie  de  garde  (6)  est  formee  par  trois 
parois  laterales  verticales  (8,  9  et  10)  se  ter- 
minant  dans  la  paroi  superieure  partielle 
(11). 

6.  Recipient  suivant  I'une  quelconque  des 
revendications  1  a  5,  caracterise  en  ce 
qu'une  butee  (27)  est  disposee  sur  une  face 
du  haut  (28)  de  I'element  de  retenue  (21) 
arrangee  de  telle  sorte  que  I'extremite  libre 
du  ruban  adhesif  peut  etre  tire  au  contact 
de  I'element  de  retenue  (21),  en  tension 
contre  la  butee  (27)  et  decoupee  sur  le  bord 
de  coupe  (19). 

plaque  plate,  de  telle  sorte  que  le  rouleau 
etant  soutenu  sur  le  ressort  (7),  I'extremite 
libre  du  ruban  peut  etre  situee  dans  un 
espace  (32)  entre  la  paroi  (11)  superieure 
partielle  et  I'element  (21)  reteriant  le  ruban.  5 

2.  Recipient  suivant  la  revendication  1, 
caracterise  en  ce  que  le  ressort  (7)  a  la 
forme  d'un  ressort  a  lames  sur  lequel  le 
rouleau  est  soutenu. 

3.  Recipient  suivant  la  revendication  1  ou  10 
2,  caracterise  en  ce  que  I'element  (21)  rete- 
nant  le  ruban  peut  etre  releve  ou  detache. 

4.  Recipient  suivant  I'une  quelconque  des 
revendications  1  a  3,  caracterise  en  ce  que 
I'element  (21)  retenant  le  ruban  touche  la  15 
surface  superieure  de  la  paroi  du  haut  (3). 

20 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 

55 

60 

65 



EP  0  166  281  B1 

30  27  26  21 

22  \  I  /   /   28 
23 

16 
17 

■15 

13 

F i g . l  



EP  0  166  281  B1 

27  30 
25  |  /   / 2 1  

22  /  /   /   26  
20 

TC 

F i g . 2  

30  22  21  28  31  33 

\   \   /   /   /   /  

20  27  29  32  

F i g .   3  


	bibliography
	description
	claims
	drawings

