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Guard  rings  for  vertical  shaft  impact  crusher. 
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A  vertical  shaft  impact  crusher  having  a  rotor  (24) 
mounted  for  rotation  about  a  vertical  axis  on  a  vertical  shaft 
(22)  supported  by  a  central  bearing,  and  an  impeller  mounted 
on  that  shaft  so  that  rock  fed  into  the  crusher  is  caught  by  the 
spinning  impeller  and  thrown  against  an  adjacent  breaker 
ring  (70),  and  is  broken;  wherein  the  crusher  is  provided  with 
guard  rings  (63,  144,  142,  203)  mounted  telescopically  and 
concentrically  with  the  vertical  shaft  (22)  forming  a  labyrinth 
seal,  and  also  above  and  below  the  impeller  to  restrict  the 
entrance  of  rock  dust  and  rock  fragments  to  the  rotor  shaft 
(22)  and  bearing;  and  a  plurality  of  upper  and  lower  wear 
plates  which  line  the  impeller  to  retard  its  erosion  and  are 
designed  to  be  easily  replaceable. 



T h i s   i n v e n t i o n   r e l a t e s   to  v e r t i c a l   s h a f t   i m p a c t  

c r u s h e r s ,   and  p a r t i c u l a r l y   to  p r o t e c t i v e   g u a r d   r i n g s   for   s u c h  

c r u s h e r s   to  p r o t e c t   a g a i n s t   t he   a b r a s i v e   a c t i o n   of  r o c k   f r a g m e n t s  

and  r o c k   d u s t .  

The  v e r t i c a l   s h a f t   i m p a c t   c r u s h e r   has   a  c y l i n d r i c a l  

r o t o r   w h i c h   r o t a t e s   on  a  v e r t i c a l   a x i s   w i t h i n   a  c r u s h e r   t a n k   a n d  

t h r o w s   r o c k ,   w h i c h   i s   fed  a x i a l l y   i n t o   t he   r o t o r ,   r a d i a l l y  

o u t w a r d   a g a i n s t   a  b r e a k e r   r i n g   w h e r e   t h e   r o c k   s h a t t e r s   and  f a l l s  

t h r o u g h   an  o p e n i n g   in  t he   b o t t o m   of  t h e   t a n k .   C r u s h e r s   of  t h i s  

v a r i e t y   a r e   r e l a t i v e l y   i n e x p e n s i v e   and  r e l i a b l e   and  a r e   in  w i d e  

use  b e c a u s e   t h e i r   a d v a n t a g e s   a r e   w e l l   r e c o g n i z e d .   H o w e v e r ,   t h e r e  

a r e   some  d e f e c t s   in  e x i s t i n g   v e r t i c a l   s h a f t   i m p a c t   c r u s h e r s   w h i c h  

h a v e   r e t a r d e d   t h e i r   a d o p t i o n   by  t h e   i n d u s t r y ,   b e c a u s e   t h e  

i n e f f i c i e n c i e s   w h i c h   t h e y   i n t r o d u c e   t e n d   to  o f f s e t   t he   i n h e r e n t  

a d v a n t a g e s   to  t h i s   t y p e   of  c r u s h e r .  

One  of  t h e   p e r s i s t e n t   p r o b l e m s   w h i c h   u s e r s   of  t h i s   t y p e  

c r u s h e r   h a v e   e n c o u n t e r e d   i s   a  h i g h   r a t e   of   e r o s i v e   wear   of  t h e  

s u r f a c e s   w h i c h   f a c e   t h a t   b r e a k e r   r i n g .   T h i s   e r o s i v e   wear   is   a  

r e s u l t   of  r o c k   f r a g m e n t s   r e b o u n d i n g   f rom  t h e   b r e a k e r   r i n g .  

N u m e r o u s   e f f o r t s   h a v e   b e e n   made  to  s o l v e   the   p r o b l e m   b u t   t h e y  

h a v e   b e e n   e i t h e r   u n s u c c e s s f u l   or  too   e x p e n s i v e .   One  t e c h n i q u e   i s  

to  m a n u f a c t u r e   wear   p l a t e s   w h i c h   l i e   on  the   f l o o r   and  t he   c e i l i n g  

of  t h e   r o t o r   i m p e l l e r   c h a m b e r   and  h a v e   a  f l a n g e   w h i c h   c o v e r s   t h e  

r a d i a l l y   f a c i n g   s u r f a c e s   of  t he   r o t o r .   T h i s   i s   g e n e r a l l y  

s a t i s f a c t o r y   f rom  t h e   wear   p o i n t   of   v i e w ;   h o w e v e r ,   i t   i s  

e x p e n s i v e   and  r e q u i r e s   r e p l a c e m e n t   of  t he   e n t i r e   p l a t e   w h e n  

e i t h e r   t he   f l a n g e   or  t h e   p l a t e   b e c o m e s   w o r n .  

A n o t h e r   p r o b l e m   w i t h   p r i o r   a r t   v e r t i c a l   s h a f t   i m p a c t  

c r u s h e r s   i s   i n t r u s i o n   of  r o c k   d u s t   or  r o c k   f r a g m e n t s   i n t o   t h e  

r a d i a l l y   i n t e r i o r   r e g i o n   a b o v e   t he   r o t o r   and  i n t o   t he   b e a r i n g  

c a r t r i d g e   b e n e a t h   t h e   r o t o r .   I n t r u s i o n   of  r o c k   f r a g m e n t s   a b o v e  

t he   r o t o r   is  u n d e s i r a b l e   b e c a u s e   the   f r a g m e n t s   do  no t   t e n d   to  b e  

e x p e l l e d   n a t u r a l l y   and  s i m p l y   t u m b l e   a b o u t   c a u s i n g   c o n t i n u o u s  

e r o s i o n   of  t h e   s t r u c t u r e s   a t   t he   t op   of  t he   r o t o r   u n t i l   t h e y   a r e  

r e d u c e d   to  d u s t   and  a r e   b l o w n   o u t ,   or  u n t i l   t h e y   a r e   m a n u a l l y  

r e m o v e d .   I n t r u s i o n   of  d u s t   and  r o c k   p a r t i c l e s   i n t o   t he   b e a r i n g  

c a r t r i d g e   can  c a u s e   damage   to  t h e   b e a r i n g   i f   t h e y   a c t u a l l y  



i n t r u d e   i n t o   t he   b e a r i n g   i t s e l f .   The  r o c k   d u s t   is   p a r t i c u l a r l y  

a b r a s i v e   and  can  c a u s e   r a p i d   damage  to  a  b e a r i n g .   Most  b e a r i n g s  

h a v e   some  s o r t   of  d u s t   s e a l ,   b u t   t he   d u s t   s e a l   can  be  o v e r w h e l m e d  

and  c o n t a m i n a t e d   w i t h   d u s t   i f   t h e   v i c i n i t y   of  t he   s e a l   i s   n o t  

m a i n t a i n e d   r e l a t i v e l y   c l e a n .  

A c c o r d i n g l y ,   t h e r e   has   l ong   e x i s t e d   in  t he   i n d u s t r y   a  

need   for   a  v e r t i c a l   s h a f t   i m p a c t   c r u s h e r   in  w h i c h   t h e   top   a n d  

b o t t o m   wear   p l a t e s   a r e   s e p a r a t e   from  t he   r a d i a l l y   f a c i n g   w e a r  

s u r f a c e s ,   and  in  w h i c h   p r o v i s i o n   i s   made  fo r   p r o t e c t i o n   of  t h e  

r a d i a l l y   i n n e r   r e g i o n s   of  t he   r o t o r   t op   and  b o t t o m   s t r u c t u r e s  

from  i n t r u s i o n   by  r o c k   d u s t   and  p a r t i c l e s   to  p r o t e c t   a g a i n s t  

e r r o s i v e   damage   t h e r e b y .  

I t   is   t h e r e f o r e   an  o b j e c t   of  t h i s   i n v e n t i o n   to  p r o v i d e  

a  v e r t i c a l   s h a f t   i m p a c t   r o c k   c r u s h e r   w h i c h   has   s i m p l e   a n d  

i n e x p e n s i v e   top   and  b o t t o m   wear   p l a t e s   fo r   t he   i n t e r i o r   of  t h e  

r o t o r   w h i c h   a r e   s e p a r a t e   f rom  t h e   r a d i a l l y   f a c i n g   wear   r e s i s t a n t  

m e m b e r s .   I t   is  a n o t h e r   o b j e c t   of  t h e   i n v e n t i o n   to  p r o v i d e   a  

v e r t i c a l   s h a f t   i m p a c t   r o c k   c r u s h e r   h a v i n g   c o o p e r a t i n g   t e l e s c o p i n g  

n e s t i n g   r i n g s   fo r   e x c l u s i o n   of  r o c k   d u s t   and  p a r t i c l e s   from  t h e  

i n t e r i o r   r e g i o n s   above   and  b e l o w   t h e   r o t o r .  

T h e s e   and  o t h e r   o b j e c t s   of  t h e   i n v e n t i o n   a r e   p r o v i d e d  

in  a  p e r f e r r e d   e m b o d i m e n t   h a v i n g   a  r o t o r   m o u n t e d   fo r   r o t a t i o n  

a b o u t   a  v e r t i c a l   a x i s   on  a  b e a r i n g   w i t h i n   a  c r u s h e r   t a n k   f o r  

r e c e i v i n g   r o c k   a x i a l l y   f rom  a b o v e   and  t h r o w i n g   t h e   r o c k   o u t w a r d  

a g a i n s t   a  b r e a k e r   r i n g   w h e r e   i t   b r e a k s   and  f a l l s   t h r o u g h   a n  

o p e n i n g   in  t h e   b o t t o m   of  t he   t a n k .   A  s t a t i o n a r y   s h e l l   i s  

a t t a c h e d   to  the   s t r u c t u r e   f i x e d   in  o p e r a t i o n   w i t h   r e s p e c t   to  t h e  

c r u s h e r   f r ame   and  n e s t i n g   t e l e s c o p i c a l l y   w i t h i n   a  g u a r d   r i n g  

w h i c h   is   a t t a c h e d   to  and  r o t a t e s   w i t h   t h e   r o t o r .   The  s h e l l   a n d  

g u a r d   r i n g   c o o p e r a t e   t o g e t h e r   to  form  a  l a b y r i n t h   s e a l   w h i c h  

r e s t r i c t s   t he   e n t r a n c e   of  d u s t   and  r o c k   p a r t i c l e s   i n t o   t h e  

i n t e r i o r   r e g i o n s   a b o v e   and  b e l o w   t h e   r o t o r   to  m a i n t a i n   e r r o s i v e  

damge  t h e r e b y   to  a  m i n i m u m .  

A  more   t h o r o u g h   u n d e r s t a n d i n g   of  t h e   p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n  

w i l l   be  g a i n e d   by  r e a d i n g   t he   f o l l o w i n g   d e s c r i p t i o n   of  t h e  

p r e f e r r e d   e m b o d i m e n t s   w i t h   r e f e r e n c e   to  t he   a c c o m p a n y i n g   d r a w i n g s  

in  w h i c h :  



F i g u r e   1  i s   a  p e r s p e c t i v e   v i e w   of  a  v e r t i c a l   s h a f t  

i m p a c t   c r u s h e r   made  in  a c c o r d a n c e   w i t h   t h i s   i n v e n t i o n ;  

F i g u r e   2  is   a  s e c t i o n a l   e l e v a t i o n   of  t h e   v e r t i c a l   s h a f t  

i m p a c t o r   shown  in  F i g u r e   1  w i t h   t he   a n v i l   b r e a k e r   r i n g   i n s t a l l e d ;  

F i g u r e   3  i s   a  p a r t i a l   s e c t i o n a l   p e r s p e c t i v e   of  t h e  

v e r t i c a l   s h a f t   i m p a c t o r   shown  in  F i g u r e   1  w i t h   t he   c o v e r   a n d  

r o t o r   r e m o v e d   and  a  f r a g m e n t   of  t he   b r e a k e r   r i n g   e x p l o d e d   ou t   o f  

t h e   m a c h i n e ;  

F i g u r e   4  i s   a  s e c t i o n a l   e l e v a t i o n   of  t h e   b e a r i n g  

c a r t r i d g e   fo r   t h e   v e r t i c a l   s h a f t   i m p a c t o r   shown  in  F i g u r e   1  and  a  

p o r t i o n   of  t h e   r o t o r   m o u n t e d   on  the   top   end  t h e r e o f ;  

F i g u r e   5  is   a  s e c t i o n a l   e l e v a t i o n   of  t he   u p p e r   end  of  a  
v e r t i c a l   s h a f t   i m p a c t o r   shown  in  F i g u r e   1  s h o w i n g ,   on  the   l e f t  

s i d e ,   t h e   a u t o g e n o u s   b r e a k e r   r i n g   a n d ,   on  t h e   r i g h t   s i d e ,   t h e  

a n v i l   b r e a k e r   r i n g ;  

F i g u r e   6  is   a  p l a n   v i ew   of  t h e   r o t o r   and  a n v i l   b r e a k e r  

r i n g   in  t h e   v e r t i c a l   s h a f t   i m p a c t o r   shown  in  F i g u r e   2 ;  

F i g u r e   7  is   an  e n l a r g e d   p l a n   v i ew   of  t h e   r o t o r   shown  i n  

F i g u r e   6 ;  

F i g u r e   8  is   an  e n l a r g e d   s e c t i o n a l   e l e v a t i o n   of  t h e  

r o t o r   shown  in  F i g u r e   7;  a n d  

F i g u r e   9  is   a  p e r s p e c t i v e   v i e w   of  t h e   two  wear   p l a t e s  

in  one  q u a d r a n t   of  t he   r o t o r   shown  in  F i g u r e s   7  and  8 .  

T u r n i n g   now  to  t he   d r a w i n g s   w h e r e i n   l i k e   c h a r a c t e r s  

d e s i g n a t e   i d e n t i c a l   or  c o r r e s p o n d i n g   p a r t s ,   and  more  p a r t i c u l a r l y  

to  F i g u r e s   1  and  2  t h e r e o f ,   a  v e r t i c a l   s h a f t   i m p a c t o r   a c c o r d i n g  

to  t h e   p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n   i n c l u d e s   a  f r a m e   10  on  w h i c h   i s   m o u n t e d  

a  d r i v e   m o t o r   12,  a  c r u s h e r   t a n k   14  b o l t e d   to  the   f r a m e  

c o n c e n t r i c a l l y   a r o u n d   a  p a i r   of  s e g m e n t a l   o p e n i n g s   15 

t h e r e t h r o u g h ,   a  c r a n e   16,  and  a  g r e a s e   r e s e r v o i r   18.  A  b e a r i n g  

c a r t r i d g e   20  i s   a l s o   m o u n t e d   d i r e c t l y   to  t h e   f r a m e   10  c o a x i a l l y  

w i t h i n   t he   c r u s h e r   t a n k   14.  The  b e a r i n g   c a r t r i d g e   20  s u p p o r t s  
fo r   r o t a t i o n   a b o u t   a  v e r t i c a l   a x i s   a  s h a f t   22  w h i c h   h a s   m o u n t e d  

on  i t s   t op   end  a  r o t o r   24  and ,   m o u n t e d   on  i t s   l o w e r   end ,   a  s h e a v e  

26  w h i c h   i s   c o n n e c t e d   by  way  of  a  d r i v e   b e l t   28  to  a  



c o r r e s p o n d i n g   s h e a v e   30  m o u n t e d   on  t he   l o w e r   end  of  t he   m o t o r  

s h a f t   3 2 .  

A  c o v e r   34  i s   m o u n t e d   on  top   of  t he   c r u s h e r   t a n k   14  a n d  

i n c l u d e s   a  f e e d   f u n n e l   36  m o u n t e d   on  a  c o l l a r   38  w h i c h   i s   w e l d e d  

to  a  c o v e r   p l a t e   40  c o n c e n t r i c a l l y   w i t h   a  c e n t r a l   h o l e   42  in  t h e  

c o v e r   p l a t e   40.  A  s e r i e s   of  t h r e e   r a d i a l l y   e x t e n d i n g   t a p e r e d  

b r a c e s   44  a r e   w e l d e d   to  t he   c o l l a r   38  and  to  t he   c o v e r   p l a t e   4 0  

to  s t r e n g t h e n   t h e   c o v e r   and  p r o v i d e ,   by  v i r t u e   of   h o l e s   46  in  t h e  

b r a c e s   44,  means   fo r   a t t a c h i n g   a  h o i s t   c a b l e   f rom  t he   c r a n e   16 

when  i t   i s   d e s i r e d   to  l i f t   t h e   c o v e r   o f f   of  t he   c r u s h e r   t a n k   1 4 .  

The  f e e d   t u b e   36  has   a  f l o o r   p l a t e   48  h a v i n g   a  c e n t r a l  

o p e n i n g   50.  A  f e e d   t u b e   52  is   w e l d e d   to  t he   u n d e r s i d e   of  t h e  

f l o o r   p l a t e   48  and  d e p e n d s   d o w n w a r d l y   t h e r e f r o m   to  a  l e v e l  

a p p r o x i m a t e l y   e q u a l   to  t he   c o v e r   p l a t e   40.  A  r e p l a c e a b l e   f e e d  

t u b e   e x t e n s i o n   54  i s   t e l e s c o p i c a l l y   d i s p o s e d   a r o u n d   t he   f e e d   t u b e  

52  and  is   p r o v i d e d   w i t h   an  e x t e n s i o n   a d j u s t m e n t   m e c h a n i s m   f o r  

a d j u s t i n g   t h e   l e n g t h   of  i t s   e x t e n s i o n   t h r o u g h   t h e   h o l e   42  in  t h e  

c o v e r   p l a t e   40.  The  a d j u s t m e n t   e x t e n s i o n   m e c h a n i s m   i n c l u d e s   a n  

o u t w a r d l y   p r o j e c t i n g   f l a n g e   56  mos t   c l e a r l y   shown  in  F i g u r e   5 ,  

and  a  s e r i e s   of  s p a c e r s   58  l i n e d   b e t w e e n   t h e   f l a n g e   56  and  t h e  

r e g i o n   of  t he   c o v e r   p l a t e   a r o u n d   t he   h o l e   42.  The  s p a c e r s   58  a r e  

h e l d   in  p o s i t i o n   by  a  b o l t   60  w h i c h   e x t e n d s   t h r o u g h   t h e   f l a n g e ,  

t h e   s p a c e r s   and  the   top   p l a t e   40.  A  s e r i e s   of  a c c e s s   o p e n i n g s   62  

in  t h e   c o l l a r   38  a l l o w s   a c c e s s   to  t h e   b o l t   60  fo r   r e m o v i n g   o r  

a d d i n g   s p a c e r s   58  to  c h a n g e   the   v e r t i c a l   p o s i t i o n   of  t h e   f e e d  

t u b e   e x t e n s i o n   54.  The  s p a c e r s   58  a r e   u - s h a p e d   in  p l a n   v i e w   s o  

t h a t   t h e r e   is  no  need   to  r e m o v e   the   b o l t   60  when  a d d i n g   o r  

r e m o v i n g   s p a c e r s .  

A  g u a r d   s h e l l   63  made  of  a  s e r i e s   of  s h e l l   s e g m e n t s   6 4  

i s   b o l t e d   to  t h e   u n d e r s i d e   of  t h e   c o v e r   p l a t e   40  c o n c e n t r i c a l l y  

a r o u n d   the   c e n t r a l   h o l e   42.  The  s h e l l   s e g m e n t s   a r e   a r c u a t e   i n  

form  and  i n c l u d e   an  i n w a r d l y   e x t e n d i n g   u p p e r   f l a n g e   by  w h i c h   t h e  

s e g m e n t s   64  a r e   b o l t e d   to  t he   c o v e r   p l a t e .   The  l i n e r   s e g m e n t s   64  

p r o t e c t   t he   t o p   of  t h e   r o t o r   24  f rom  damage   by  b r o k e n   r o c k  

b o u n c i n g   o f f   of  a  b r e a k e r   r i n g   70  m o u n t e d   in  t he   c r u s h e r   t a n k   1 4  

h o r i z o n t a l l y   a l i g n e d   w i t h   t h e   r o t o r   2 4 .  

The  b r e a k e r   r i n g   70  shown  in  F i g u r e   2  and  shown  i n  



g r e a t e r   d e t a i l   in  F i g u r e s   3,  5  and  6  i n c l u d e s   an  a n n u l a r   hoop   72 

of  h e a v y   s t e e l   c o n s t r u c t i o n   h a v i n g   an  a n n u l a r   s e a l   73  f a s t e n e d   t o  

i t s   t op   s u r f a c e   for   s e a l i n g   the   s p a c e   b e t w e e n   the   hoop   72  and  t h e  

c r u s h e r   t a n k   14.  T h r e e   d e p e n d i n g   v e r t i c a l   l e g s   74  a r e   w e l d e d   t o  

the   u n d e r s i d e   of  t h e   hoop  72  a t   e q u a l l y   s p a c e d   a n g u l a r   p o s i t i o n s  

a r o u n d   t he   h o o p .   The  l e g s   74  a r e   s u p p o r t e d   by  t h r e e   s t e p p e d  

m o u n t i n g   b l o c k s   76  w e l d e d   to  t he   i n s i d e   of  t he   c r u s h e r   t a n k   1 4 ,  

as  shown  mos t   c l e a r l y   in  F i g u r e   3.  The  s u p p o r t   b l o c k s   76  h a v e   a  

p l u r a l i t y   of  s t e p s   f o r m e d   t h e r e o n   a t   d i f f e r e n t   a n g u l a r   p o s i t i o n s  

and  e l e v a t i o n s   to  p r o v i d e   a  p l u r a l i t y   of  e l e v a t i o n   s e t t i n g s   f o r  

the   b r e a k e r   r i n g .   T h i s   e n a b l e s   t he   e l e v a t i o n   of  t h e   b r e a k e r   r i n g  

to  be  a d j u s t e d   w i t h i n   t h e   c r u s h e r   t a n k   14  so  t h a t   t h e   v e r t i c a l  

p o s i t i o n   of   t h e   b r e a k e r   r i n g   r e l a t i v e   to  the   r o t o r   can  b e  

o p t i m i z e d   fo r   o p t i m a l   b r e a k i n g   e f f i c i e n c y   and  use  of   m a t e r i a l ,   a s  

e x p l a i n e d   more  f u l l y   b e l o w .  

The  b r e a k e r   r i n g   70  h a s   w e l d e d   t h e r e o n   a  s e r i e s   o f  

b r a c k e t s   78,  e a c h   h a v i n g   two  l e g s   77  f a s t e n e d   to  and  e x t e n d i n g  

i n w a r d l y   f rom  the   hoop   72  on  a  s e c a n t   to  t he   c i r c l e   d e f i n e d   b y  

t h e   h o o p .   A  c r o s s   arm  79  is   w e l d e d   to  and  e x t e n d s   b e t w e e n   t h e  

o u t s i d e   ends   of  e a c h   p a i r   of  l e g s   77  and  has   a  v e r t i c a l   s l o t   81 

c o m p l e t e l y   t h r o u g h   t h e   arm  79.  The  c r o s s   arm  79  i s   a c t u a l l y   m a d e  

of  two  s e p a r a t e   p i e c e s ,   one  each   w e l d e d   to  t he   end  of  e a c h   l e g  

77.  T h r e e   l i f t i n g   l u g s   75  a r e   w e l d e d   to  t h r e e   l e g s   77  a t   e q u a l l y  

s p a c e d   a n g u l a r   p o s i t i o n s   a r o u n d   the   b r e a k e r   r i n g   f o r   a t t a c h m e n t  

of  a  c a b l e   to   h o i s t   t h e   b r e a k e r   r i n g   in  and  o u t   of  t he   t a n k   1 4 .  

An  a n v i l   80  i s   s u p p o r t e d   by  e a c h   b r a c k e t   78.  Each  a n v i l  

80  i n c l u d e s   an  o c t a g o n a l   h e a d   82  h a v i n g   a  f l a t   o c t a g o n a l   f a c e   8 3 ,  

a  s q u a r e   f o o t   84,  and  a  s q u a r e   neck   c o n n e c t i n g   t h e   head   82  a n d  

t h e   f o o t   84.  The  h e a d ,   f o o t   and  neck   of   t h e   a n v i l   80  a r e  

s y m m e t r i c a l   a b o u t   a  h o r i z o n t a l   a x i s   88  f o r m i n g   an  a n g l e   w i t h  

t h e   t a n g e n t   87  of  t h e   r o t o r   t h r o u g h   t h e   a n v i l   of   a b o u t   5 - 1 5 ° ,  

w i t h   10°  b e i n g   p r e f e r r e d   as  shown  in  F i g u r e   6.  T h i s   a n g l e  

r e p r e s e n t s   t h e   r a d i a l   c o m p o n e n t   of  v e l o c i t y   e x e r t e d   by  t h e   r o t o r  

on  the   r o c k   as  i t   i s   p r o p e l l e d   f rom  t he   r o t o r .   The  r a d i a l  

c o m p o n e n t   of   v e l o c i t y   i s   a  f u n c t i o n   of  t h e   r o t o r   p o c k e t   f a c e  

a n g l e ,   as  d i s c u s s e d   b e l o w .  

Each  a n v i l   80  i s   s u p p o r t e d   on  a  b r a c k e t   78  by  l o w e r i n g  



t h e   a n v i l   neck   87  i n t o   the   s l o t   81  in  t he   c r o s s   arm  78  u n t i l   t h e  

a n v i l   f o o t   84  c o n t a c t s   a  s u p p o r t   p l a t e   89  w e l d e d   to  t he   b o t t o m  

the   b r a c k e t   l e g s   77  and  c r o s s   arm  79.  The  s u p p o r t   p l a t e s   89 

s u p p o r t   t h e   v e r t i c a l   w e i g h t   of  t he   a n v i l s   80  and  a l s o   r i g i d i f y  

t he   b r a c k e t s   7 8 .  

The  b r a c k e t s   78  a r e   w e l d e d   from  s i m p l e   f l a m e - c u t   p i e c e s  

fo r   g r e a t   e conomy   and  p r e c i s i o n   of  m a n u f a c t u r e ,   and  a l s o   g r e a t  

s t r e n g t h .   The  a n v i l s   80  e a c h   w e i g h   a b o u t   200  l b s .   and  i t   i s  

d e s i r a b l e   t h a t   t h e y   be  h e l d   s e c u r e l y   to  t h e   b r e a k e r   r i n g .   T h e  

p i e c e s   a l l   o v e r l a p  e a c h   o t h e r   s l i g h t l y   to  p r o v i d e   c o n v e n i e n t   a n d  

e c o n o m i c a l   o u t s i d e   r a b b e t s   in  w h i c h   t he   p i e c e s   can  be  q u i c k l y   a n d  

s e c u r e l y   w e l d e d .   The  s t r u c t u r e   is  so  open  and  a c c e s s i b l e   t h a t   i t  

i s   p a r t i c u a r l y   s u i t a b l e   fo r   a u t o m a t i c   w e l d i n g   o p e r a t i o n s .  

The  o c t a g o n a l   f a c e s   83  of  t h e   a n v i l   h e a d s   82  r e p r e s e n t  

an  e f f i c i e n t   u t i l i z a t i o n   of  a n v i l   r a t e r i a l ,   s i n c e   t h e   c o r n e r s   o f  

a  s q u a r e   or  r e c t a n g u l a r   a n v i l   a r e   n o t   i m p a c t e d   by  r o c k   in  a  

c e n t r i f u g a l   i m p a c t   c r u s h e r .   The  o c t a g o n a l   f a c e   i s   s y m m e t r i c a l  

a b o u t   t he   a x i s   88  of  t he   a n v i l   so  t h a t   t he   a n v i l s   may  be  r o t a t e d  

by  m u l t i p l e s   of  90°  w i t h o u t   c h a n g i n g   t h e   p a t t e r n   of  a n v i l   f a c e s  

p r e s e n t e d   to  the   r o t o r   24.  I t   is   t h u s   p o s s i b l e   to  m a i n t a i n   a  

s u b s t a n t i a l l y   u n i f o r m   and  c o n s i s t e n t   a n v i l   a r r a y   t h r o u g h o u t   t h e  

u s e f u l   l i f e   of  t he   a n v i l .  

The  s u p p o r t   b l o c k s  7 6 ,   s p a c e d   a t   e q u a l   a n g u l a r  

p o s i t i o n s   a r o u n d   t h e   c r u s h e r   t a n k   14,  e n a b l e   t h e   b r e a k e r   r i n g   70  

to  be  r o t a t e d   to  as  m a n y  p o s i t i o n s   as  t h e r e   a r e   s u p p o r t   b l o c k s  

76,  t h r e e   b e i n g   d i s c l o s e d   h e r e i n .   In  p r a c t i c e ,   t h e   r o c k s   t e n d   t o  

be  t h r o w n   p r e d o m i n a n t l y   in  one  a n g u l a r   r e g i o n   b e c a u s e   t h e y   t e n d  

to  f a l l   i n t o   t h e   r o t o r   p r e d o m i n a n t l y   t o w a r d   one  s i d e   b e c a u s e   o f  

t h e   c o n v e y o r   f e e d e r .   C o n s e q u e n t l y ,   t h e   a n v i l s   80  in  t h a t   o n e  

a n g u l a r   r e g i o n   t e n d   to  wear  f a s t e r   t h e n   in  o t h e r   r e g i o n s .   By 

p e r i o d i c a l l y   r o t a t i n g   the   b r e a k e r   r i n g   i n c r e m e n t a l l y ,   i t   i s   t h u s  

p o s s i b l e   to   d i s t r i b u t e   t h e   a n v i l   wear   more  e v e n l y .  

The  r o t o r ,   as  s een   in  F i g u r e s   2  and  6  t h r o u g h   9 ,  

i n c l u d e s   a  c i r c u l a r   b a s e   p l a t e   90  h a v i n g   an  a x i a l   hub  92  f o r m e d  

i n t e g r a l l y   on  t he   v e r t i c a l   c e n t e r l i n e   94  of  t h e   r o t o r .   A  t o p  

p l a t e   96  i s   d i s p o s e d   v e r t i c a l l y   above   and  p a r a l l e l   to  t h e   b a s e  

p l a t e   90  and  c o a x i a l   t h e r e w i t h .   The  top   p l a t e   96  is   h e l d   i n  



s p a c e   r e l a t i o n s h i p   to  the   b a s e   p l a t e   90  by  a  s e r i e s   of  v e r t i c a l l y  
o r i e n t e d   p a r t i t i o n s   or  p l a t e s   wh ich   form  f o u r   a u t o g e n o u s   p o c k e t s  
98  s p a c e d   e q u a l l y   a r o u n d   the   r o t o r .   Each  p o c k e t   98  is   f o r m e d   o f  

a  a r c u a t e   c i r c u m f e r e n t i a l   or  p e r i p h e r a l   p l a t e   100  and  a  r a d i a l  

p l a t e   102  w e l d e d   to  t he   t r a i l i n g   end  of  t he   c i r c u m f e r e n t i a l   p l a t e  

100  in  t h e   s e n s e   of  t h e   d i r e c t i o n   of  r o t a t i o n   t h e r e o f .   A  p o c k e t  

f l o o r   p l a t e   104  i s   w e l d e d   a t   an  a n g l e   of  a b o u t   76°  b e t w e e n   t h e  

r a d i a l   p l a t e   102  and  t h e   a r c u a t e   p l a t e   100.   The  a n g l e   i s  

s e l e c t e d   to  l i e   a p p r o x i m a t e l y   p a r a l l e l   to  the   top   f a c e   106  of  t h e  

d i r t   and  r o c k   bed  w h i c h   c o l l e c t s   and  i s   h e l d   in  t he   p o c k e t   9 8  

w h i l e   t he   m a c h i n e   is   in  o p e r a t i o n ,   a l t h o u g h   the   a n g l e   of  f a c e  

106  may  be  a d j u s t a b l e   by  t h e   t e c h n i q u e   d i s c l o s e d   b e l o w .   T h e  

p o c k e t   f l o o r   p l a t e   104  r e d u c e s   t he   mess  of  t h e   r o c k   bed  in  t h e  

p o c k e t   to  m i n i m i z e   t he   s e v e r i t y   of  t he   i m b a l a n c e   i f   one  r o c k   b e d  

b e c o m e s   d i s l o d g e d .  

The  l e a d i n g   edge   of  e a c h   a r c u a t e   p l a t e   100,  on  t he   e n d  

r e m o t e   f rom  t h e   end  to  w h i c h   t h e   r a d i a l   p l a t e   102  i s   c o n n e c t e d ,  

has   a t t a c h e d   t h e r e t o   a  wear   r e s i s t a n t   b a r   110.   The  w e a r  

r e s i s t a n t   b a r   110  i s   a t t a c h e d   to  t h e   l e a d i n g   edge  of  t h e   a r c u a t e  

p l a t e   100  by  two  b o l t s   112  w h i c h   p a s s   t h r o u g h   a  b a c k - u p   ba r   1 1 4  

on  t h e   o u t s i d e   of  t h e   a r c u a t e   p l a t e   100  to  p r o t e c t   t h e   b o l t s   1 1 2  

f rom  e r o s i o n   by  b r o k e n   r o c k   r i c o c h e t i n g   o f f   t he   a n v i l s   80.  T h e  

l e a d i n g   i n s i d e   edge  of  t he   wear   r e s i s t a n t   ba r   110  i n c l u d e s   a  s l o t  

in  w h i c h   is   f i x e d ,   as  by  s i l v e r   s o l d e r i n g ,   a  p i e c e   of  h a r d   w e a r  

r e s i s t a n t   m a t e r i a l   such   as  s i l i c o n   c a r b i d e .  

The  r a d i a l   i n s i d e   edge   of  t he   r a d i a l   p l a t e   102  i s  

p r o t e c t e d   f rom  e r o s i o n   by  a  wear   ba r   118.   The  wear   ba r   118  i s   a n  

L - s h a p e d   member  w h i c h   i s   h e l d   in  p l a c e   on  the   r a d i a l   p l a t e   102  b y  

t a c k   w e l d i n g   and  i s   r e m o v e d   by  b u r n i n g   t h r o u g h   t he   t a c k   w e l d s  

w i t h   a  t o r c h .   The  wear   ba r   118  is   made  of  a  h i g h   c h r o m e   s t e e l  

and  d o e s   n o t   r e q u i r e   t he   s i l i c o n   c a r b i d e   i n s e r t   as  u sed   in  t h e  

wear   ba r   110  b e c a u s e   t he   wear   ba r   118  is   much  c l o s e r   to  t he   a x i s  

of  t h e   r o t o r   t h a n   t h e   wear   ba r   110,   so  i t   i s   no t   s u b j e c t e d   to  t h e  

same  d e g r e e   of  e r r o s i v e   a c t i o n   t h a t   t he   wear   ba r   110  e x p e r i e n c e s  

as  r o c k s   a r e   a c c e l e r a t e d   o f f   i t s   l e a d i n g   e d g e .  

The  a n g l e   s e l e c t e d   fo r   t he   f a c e   106  of  t he   r o c k   bed  i n  

t h e   p o c k e t   98  i s   c o n t r o l l e d   by  l e n g t h   of  t h e   r a d i a l   p l a t e   102  a n d  



t h e   e f f e c t i v e   l e n g t h   of  t he   p e r i p h e r a l   a c r u a t e   p l a t e   100.   T h e  

e f f e c t i v e   l e n g t h   of  b o t h   p l a t e s   can  be  v a r i e d   by  the   use   o f  

d i f f e r e n t   wear   b a r s   110  and  118  h a v i n g   g r e a t e r   l e n g t h   so  t h e y  

e f f e c t i v e l y   e x t e n d   e i t h e r   t he   r a d i a l   p l a t e   102  ( f o r   a  s m a l l e r  

a n g l e   of  t he   f a c e   of  t he   r o c k   bed)   or  t he   a r c u a t e   p l a t e   100  ( f o r  

a  g r e a t e r   a n g l e   of  t h e   r o c k   bed  f a c e ) .  

To  i n c r e a s e   t he   s h a t t e r i n g   e f f e c t   of  t he   r o t o r   i t s e l f  

on  t h e   r o c k ,   i t   may  be  d e s i r a b l e   to  r e p l a c e   t h e   a u t o g e n o u s   r o t o r  

p o c k e t   s t r u c t u r e   w i t h   c o n v e n t i o n a l   c a s t   i r o n   i m p e l l e r   s h o e s .   T h e  

r o t o r   24  of  t h i s   i n v e n t i o n   w i l l   a c c o m m o d a t e   t h e   i n s t a l l a t i o n   o f  

c o n v e n t i o n a l   s h o e s   m o u n t e d   d i r e c t l y   to  the   w a l l s   100,  102  a n d  

104,   or  c o u l d   be  m o u n t e d   d i r e c t l y   to  t h e   r o t o r   b a s e   p l a t e   90  i n  

p l a c e   of  t he   a u t o g e n o u s   p o c k e t   w a l l s .  

A  p a i r   of  wear   p l a t e s   120  and  122  i s   f i x e d   to  t he   r o t o r  

b a s e   p l a t e   90  and  t h e   r o t o r   t op   p l a t e   96 ,   r e s p e c t i v e l y ,   in  e a c h  

of  t h e   f o u r   q u a d r a n t s   of  t he   r o t o r .   The  b o t t o m   wear   p l a t e   120  i s  

f i x e d   to  t he   top   s u r f a c e   of  t h e   r o t o r   b a s e   p l a t e   90  by  a  p a i r   o f  

b o l t s   124  w h i c h   p a s s   t h r o u g h   t he   wear   p l a t e   120  and  t h e   r o t o r  

b a s e   p l a t e   90  and  a r e   l o c k e d   i n t o   p o s i t i o n   by  s u i t a b l e   l o c k i n g  

n u t s   such   as  beam  n u t s   125  or  t h e   l i k e .   The  u p p e r   wear   p l a t e   1 2 2  

is   f i x e d   to  t he   u n d e r s i d e   of   t h e   r o t o r   t o p   p l a t e   96  by  a  p a i r   o f  

b o l t s   126  w h i c h   p a s s   t h r o u g h   t h e   wear   p l a t e   122  and  t h e   t o p   p l a t e  

96  and  a r e   h e l d   i n t o   p o s i t i o n   by  s i m i l a r   beam  n u t s   125.   T h e  

p o r t i o n   of  t he   u p p e r   wear   p l a t e   n u t s   125  and  b o l t s   126  w h i c h  

p r o j e c t   a b o v e   t he   t op   s u r f a c e   of  t h e   r o t o r   t op   p l a t e   96  a r e  

p r o t e c t e d   from  e r o s i o n   by  f e r r u l e s   128  w h i c h   a r e   w e l d e d   to  t h e  

t op   s u r f a c e   of  t he   t op   p l a t e   96  c o a x i a l   w i t h   t h e   b o l t s   1 2 6 .  

As  shown  in  F i g u r e   9,  t h e   b o t t o m   and  u p p e r   wear   p l a t e s  

120  and  122  h a v e   an  a r c u a t e   o u t e r   edge  130  and  132,   r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  

w h i c h   c o n f o r m s   to  t he   o u t e r   c i r c u m f e r e n t i a l   c o n f i g u r a t i o n   of  t h e  

r o t o r   b a s e   p l a t e   90  and  t h e   r o t o r   t op   p l a t e   96 ,   r e s p e c t i v e l y ,   a n d  

a r c u a t e   r a d i a l   i n n e r   e d g e s   134  and  136,  r e s p e c t i v e l y ,   w h i c h   a r e  
a t   d i f f e r e n t   r a d i i   f rom  e a c h   o t h e r .   The  p l a t e s   120  and  122  a r e  

o t h e r w i s e   i d e n t i c a l .   The  r a d i u s   of  t he   i n s i d e   edge   136  of  t h e  

u p p e r   wear   p l a t e   122  i s   e q u a l   to  or  s l i g h t l y   s m a l l e r   t h a n   t h e  

r a d i u s   of  t he   c e n t r a l   o p e n i n g   in  t he   r o t o r   t op   p l a t e   96,   and  t h e  

r a d i u s   of  t h e   i n s i d e   edge  136  of  t h e   b o t t o m   wear   p l a t e   120  i s  



e q u a l   to  t he   r a d i u s   of  a  p r o t e c t i v e   cap  138  w h i c h   is   b o l t e d   to  a  

c o v e r   p l a t e   140  " h i c h   l i e s   ove r   t he   top   of  t he   hub  92.   The  o t h e r  

t h r e e   e d g e s   of  t h e   wear   p l a t e s   120  and  122  a r e   s t r a i g h t   a n d  

o r t h o g o n a l l y   o r i e n t e d   so  t h a t   t he   wear  p l a t e s   may  be  s l i d  

s t r a i g h t   i n t o   and  ou t   of  t he   r o t o r   when  t h e y   a r e   b e i n g   r e p l a c e d .  

The  p l a t e s   120  and  122  a r e   s i m p l e   d e s i g n s   t h a t   a r e   e a s y  
to  m a n u f a c t u r e   e c o n o m i c a l l y .   They  can  be  made  from  r e c t a n g u l a r  

p l a t e s   by  f l a m e   c u t t i n g   an  o u t s i d e   r a d i u s   on  one  s i d e   wh ich   w i l l  

be  t he   same  fo r   b o t h   t o p   and  b o t t o m   p l a t e s ,   and  a  c i r c u l a r   a r c   o n  

one  c o r n e r   c o n c e n t r i c   w i t h   t h e   o u t s i d e   r a d i u s .   The  c u t t i n g   c a n  

be  done   a t   h i g h   v o l u m e   and  low  e x p e n s e   by  a u t o m a t e d   g a n g e d   p l a s m a  

a r c .   The  p l a t e s   a r e   v e r y   e a s y   to  h a n d l e   b e c a u s e   t h e y   a r e   f l a t  

and  can  be  s t a c k e d   f l a t   or  on  e d g e .  

A  p r o t e c t i v e   s k i r t   or  l o w e r   o u t e r   g u a r d   r i n g   142  i s  

t a c k   w e l d e d   a r o u n d   t h e   o u t s i d e   p e r i p h e r y   of  t h e   r o t o r   b a s e   p l a t e  

90,   p r o j e c t i n g   v e r t i c a l l y   s l i g h t l y   a b o v e   t he   top   s u r f a c e   t h e r e o f  

and  v e r t i c a l l y   b e l o w   t he   top   s u r f a c e   t h e r e o f   a  d i s t a n c e  

a p p r o x i m a t e l y   e q u a l   to  t he   t h i c k n e s s   of  t he   r o t o r   b a s e   p l a t e  

90.   The  s k i r t   142  p r o t e c t s   t h e   edge   of  t h e   r o t o r   b a s e   p l a t e   9 0  

from  e r o s i o n   and  a l s o   p r o v i d e s   a  s h o u l d e r   by  w h i c h   t he   p o s i t i o n  

of  t h e   b o t t o m   wear   p l a t e   1?0  can  be  l o c a t e d   for   e a s e   of  i n s e r t i o n  

of   t he   b o l t s   124  when  t h e   wear   p l a t e   120  i s   r e p l a c e d .   The  b o t t o m  

e x t e n s i o n   of  t he   s k i r t   122  p r o t e c t s   t h e   l o w e r   p r o j e c t i o n   of  t h e  

b o l t s   124  and  the   n u t s   125  f rom  e r o s i o n   by  r o c k   f r a g m e n t s  

r i c o c h e t i n g   o f f   of  t h e   a n v i l s   8 0 .  

The  s k i r t   142  i s   a t t a c h e d   to  t he   r o t o r   b a s e   p l a t e   90  b y  

p l a c i n g   a  s p l i t ,   w h i c h   b e c o m e s   t he   s k i r t   142  a f t e r   a t t a c h m e n t ,  

a r o u n d   the   b a s e   p l a t e   90  and  s u p p o r t i n g   i t   in  p o s i t i o n   f o r  

w e l d i n g   or  o t h e r   f u s i o n   j o i n i n g ,   s u c h   as  b r a z i n g .   The  a n n u l a r  

h o o p   has   a  d i a m e t e r   s l i g h t l y   s m a l l e r   t h a n   the   d i a m e t e r   of  t h e  

b a s e   p l a t e   90  so  t h e r e   i s   a  gap  b e t w e e n   a d j a c e n t   e d g e s   of  t h e  

hoop   a t   t he   s p l i t   when  i t   i s   p l a c e d   on  t he   b a s e   p l a t e   90 .   T h e  

hoop   is   t h e n   t a c k   w e l d e d   to  t h e   b a s e   p l a t e   90  a t   t h e   s h o u l d e r  

f o r m e d   a t   t he   j u n c t i o n   of  t he   l o w e r   o u t s i d e   edge   of  t he   r o t o r  

b a s e   p l a t e   90  and  t h e   hoop   a d j a c e n t   to  one  edge   of   t he   hoop   a t  

t he   s p l i t .   The  hoop  is   p r o g r e s s i v e l y   t a c k   w e l d e d   to  t he   b a s e  

p l a t e   90  a r o u n d   t he   f u l l   c i r c u m f e r e n c e   of  t h e   h o o p .   The  w e l d i n g  



h e a t s   t he   hoop  so  t h a t   i t   t h e r m a l l y   e x p a n d s   and  t he   gap  a t   t h e  

p a r t i n g   l i n e   c l o s e s   as  t he   hoop  g e t s   h o t .   At  t he   c o n c l u s i o n   o f  

t he   t a c k   w e l d i n g ,   t h e   hoop  is  w e l d e d   c l o s e d   a t   the   p a r t i n g   l i n e  

to  p r o d u c e   a  f u l l   c i r c u m f e r e n t i a l   s k i r t   142  w h i c h   is   w e l d e d   a n d  

s h r u n k   f i t   to  t he   r o t o r   b a s e   p l a t e   90  fo r   s e c u r e   a t t a c h m e n t .  

A  t op   g u a r d   r i n g   or  r im   144  i s   w e l d e d   to  t he   r o t o r   t o p  

p l a t e   96  in  t he   same  manne r   u s e d   to  we ld   the   p r o t e c t i v e   s k i r t   1 4 2  

to  t he   r o t o r   b a s e   p l a t e   90.   The  t op   of  t he   t op   r im   144  p r o j e c t s  

a b o v e   the   top   s u r f a c e   of  t he   top   p l a t e   96  and  fo rms   a  s h o u l d e r  

145  t h e r e w i t h .   The  g u a r d   s h e l l   63  e x t e n d s   down  from  t h e   c o v e r   3 4  

j u s t   i n s i d e   of  and  c l o s e l y   a d j a c e n t   to  the   top   r im  144.   T h e  

c l o s e l y   s p a c e d   top   r i m   144  and  g u a r d   s h e l l   63  c o o p e r a t e   t o g e t h e r  

in  t he   m a n n e r   of  a  l a b y r i n t h   s e a l   to  r e s t r i c t   t he   e n t r a n c e   o f  

r o c k   c h i p s   and  d u s t   from  t h e   r e g i o n   above   t h e   r o t o r   whe re   t h e y  

c o u l d   c a u s e   e r r o s i v e   damage   to  t he   r o t o r   t op   p l a t e   and  a d j a c e n t  

s t r u c t u r e s .  

The  s k i r t   142  and  the   top   r im  144  p r o v i d e   a  p r e s t r e s s e d  

s u p p o r t   r i n g   to  r a d i a l l y   s u p p o r t   t he   wear  p l a t e s   120  and  1 2 2 .  

Under   h i g h   c e n t r i f u g a l   f o r c e ,   t h e   s k i r t   and  r i m ,   i f   n o t  

p r e s t r e s s e d ,   c o u l d   e x p a n d   s l i g h t l y   and  l e s s e n   t h e   r a d i a l   s u p p o r t  

p r o v i d e d   to  the   wear   p l a t e s .   A l t h o u g h   t he   b o l t s   124  and  126  a r e  
s i z e d   to  h o l d   t he   wear  p l a t e s   in  p l a c e ,   t h e   p r e s t r e s s e d   s k i r t   a n d  

r im  p r o v i d e   a d d i t i o n a l   s e c u r i t y   to  r e l i e v e   t he   l o a d   on  t h e s e  

b o l t s .  

When  the   s k i r t   142  and  r im  144  become   worn ,   t h e y   a r e  

e a s i l y   r e p l a c e d   d u r i n g   s e r v i c i n g   of  t h e   r o t o r   by  b u r n i n g   ou t   t h e  

t a c k   w e l d s   w h i c h   h o l d   the   s k i r t   and  r im  to  t he   r o t o r   b a s e   p l a t e  

90  and  t op   p l a t e   96 ,   and  t h e n   w e l d i n g   on  a  new  p a i r .   When  t h e  

wear   p l a t e s   120  and  122  become  worn ,   t h e y   a r e   e a s i l y   r e m o v e d   b y  

r e m o v i n g   t h e   b o l t s   124  and  126  and  s l i d i n g   t he   wear   p l a t e s   o u t  

o v e r   t he   p r o t e c t i v e   l i p   p r o v i d e d   by  t h e   s k i r t   142  and  t o p   g u a r d  

r i n g   or  r i m   144.   The  p a r a l l e l   e d g e s   of  t he   wear   p l a t e s  

f a c i l i t a t e   e a s y   r e m o v a l   and  r e p l a c e m e n t .   I t   is   an  a d v a n t a g e   t o  

be  a b l e   to  r e p l a c e   t h e   g u a r d   r i n g s   and  wear   p i a t e s   s e p a r a t e l y  

o n l y   when  t h e y   b e c o m e   w o r n .   Even  t h o u g h   t he   r e p l a c e m e n t  

p r o c e d u r e   i s   v e r y   f a s t ,   t he   c o s t   of  t h e   r e p l a c e m e n t   p a r t s   i s  

b e t t e r   s a v e d   i f   t h e r e   is   u s e f u l   l i f e   r e m a i n i n g   in  t he   p a r t .  



As  is   shown  most   c l e a r l y   in  F i g .   8,  t h e   r o t o r   hub  92  i s  

h e l d   to  t he   t op   of  t he   s h a f t   22  by  a  t a p e r e d   c o l l a r   146  h a v i n g   a  

l o w e r   r a d i a l   f l a n g e   148.  A  s e r i e s   of  t a p p e d   h o l e s   in  t he   f l a n g e  

148  t h r e a d e d l y   r e c e i v e   the   t h r e a d e d   ends   of  b o l t s   150  w h i c h  

e x t e n d   t h r o u g h   a l i g n e d   h o l e s   in  t he   c o v e r   p l a t e   140  and  t he   h u b  

92.  The  c o l l a r   146  may  be  s l o t t e d   a t   152  to  r e c e i v e   a  key  on  t h e  

end  of  t he   s h a f t   22.  The  b o l t s   150  a r e   t i g h t e n e d   to  f o r c e   t h e  

t a p e r e d   c o l l a r   146  i n t o   t he   t a p e r e d   b o r e   of  t he   hub  92  w h i c h  

s q u e e z e s   t he   c o l l a r   down  a g a i n s t   t h e   s h a f t   to  f i r m l y   l o c k   t h e  

r o t o r   24  o n t o   t h e   end  of  t he   s h a f t   2 2 .  

The  s h a f t   22  i s   s u p p o r t e d   by  a  c y l i n d r i c a l   b e a r i n g  

c a r t r i d g e   20  shown  b e s t   in  F i g .   4.  A  h e a v y   c y l i n d r i c a l   c a r t r i d g e  

h o u s i n g   154  i s   a t t a c h e d   to  a  b r i d g e   155  in  t he   b a s e   b e t w e e n   t h e  

two  s e g m e n t a l   o p e n i n g s   15  by  b o l t i n g   a  l o w e r   f l a n g e   156,  i n t e g r a l  

w i t h   t he   h o u s i n g   154,   and  in  w h i c h   is   d r i l l e d   a  p l u r a l i t y   o f  

h o l e s   158  w h i c h   r e c e i v e   b o l t s   160  by  w h i c h   t h e   b e a r i n g   c a r t r i d g e  

h o u s i n g   154  i s   f a s t e n e d   to  f r ame   b r i d g e   1 5 5 .  

A  l o w e r   c a r t r i d g e   c l o s u r e   162  i s   b o l t e d   to  t h e   l o w e r  

a x i a l   end  of  t h e   h o u s i n g   154  c o a x i a l l y   w i t h   t he   h o u s i n g   a x i s .   A 

s p e c i a l   r i n g   163  i s   h e l d   on  t he   l o w e r   end  of  t he   s h a f t   22  w i t h   a  

s u i t a b l e   s e t   s c r e w   or  t he   l i k e ,   and  i n c l u d e s   a  f l a n g e   165  h a v i n g  

a  l a b y r i n t h   s e a l   c o n f i g u r a t i o n   on  i t s   u p p e r   s u r f a c e   w h i c h   m a t e s  

w i t h   a  c o m p l e m e n t a r y   l a b y r i n t h   s e a l   c o n f i g u r a t i o n   on  t he   l o w e r  

s u r f a c e   of  t h e   l o w e r   c a r t r i d g e   c l o s u r e   162.   The  c a r t r i d g e  

c l o s u r e   162  has   a  s h o u l d e r   164  w h i c h   r e c e i v e s   t he   o u t s i d e   r a c e  

166  of  a  t h r u s t   b e a r i n g   168.   The  w e i g h t   of  t h e   s h a f t   and  t h e  

r o t o r   w h i c h   i t   s u p p o r t s   i s   b o r n e   on  the   i n s i d e   r a c e   170  of  t h e  

t h r u s t   b e a r i n g   168.   The  s h a f t   l o a d   i s   e x e r t e d   on  t h e   i n s i d e   r a c e  

170  t h r o u g h   t h e   i n s i d e   r a c e   172  of  a  r a d i a l   b e a r i n g   1 7 4  

p o s i t i o n e d   i m m e d i a t e l y   a b o v e   t h e   t h r u s t   b e a r i n g   168.   The  s h a f t  

l o a d   is  c a r r i e d   by  t he   i n s i d e   r a c e   172  by  v i r t u e   of  i t s  

e n g a g e m e n t   w i t h   a  s h o u l d e r   176  on  the   s h a f t   2 2 .  

A  r a d i a l   b e a r i n g   180  p r o v i d e s   r a d i a l   s u p p o r t   of  t h e  

s h a f t   22  a t   t he   top   end  of  t h e   b e a r i n g   c a r t r i d g e   h o u s i n g   154.  A 

b e a r i n g   cup  182  i s   s u p p o r t e d   on  an  i n s i d e   s h o u l d e r   184  on  t h e  

i n s i d e   of  t h e   b e a r i n g   c a r t r i d g e   h o u s i n g   154.   The  b e a r i n g   cup  1 8 2  

r e s t r i c t s   d r a i n a g e   of  l u b r i c a n t   from  t he   top   r a d i a l   b e a r i n g  



180.   A  t o p   c a r t r i d g e   c l o s u r e   186  i s   b o l t e d   to  t he   t op   of  t h e  

b e a r i n g   c a r t r i d g e   h o u s i n g   154  and  i n c l u d e s   on  i t s   top   i n n e r  

p e r i p h e r y   a  l a b y r i n t h   s e a l   c o n f i g u r a t i o n   w h i c h   m a t e s   w i t h   a  

c o r r e s p o n d i n g   l a b y r i n t h   s e a l   c o n f i g u r a t i o n   on  t h e   l o w e r   f a c e   of  a  

f l a n g e   188  on  an  a n n u l a r   s e a l   r i n g   190  w h i c h   s e a t s   on  a  s h o u l d e r  

192  on  t he   s h a f t   22.  When  t he   r o t o r   is   p l a c e d   o n t o   the   top   e n d  

of  t he   s h a f t   22,  t h e   w e i g h t   of  t he   r o t o r   is   b o r n e   on  t he   s e a l  

r i n g   190  and  the   w e i g h t   i s   t r a n s m i t t e d   to  t he   s h a f t   22  t h r o u g h  

t he   e n g a g e m e n t   of  t h e   l o w e r   end  of  t h e   s e a l   r i n g   w i t h   t h e  

s h o u l d e r   192  on  the   s h a f t   2 2 .  

A  c y l i n d r i c a l   d u s t   s h e l l   194  s u r r o u n d s   t he   b e a r i n g  

c a r t r i d g e   20  and  is   s u p p o r t e d   t h e r e o n   by  a  r a d i a l l y   i n w a r d l y  

e x t e n d i n g   f l a n g e   196  w h i c h   is  b o l t e d   to  a  r a d i a l l y   o u t w a r d l y  

e x t e n d i n g   f l a n g e   198  a d j a c e n t   t he   t op   of  t h e   c a r t r i d g e   h o u s i n g  

154.  A  r u b b e r   bumper   200  i s   f i t t e a   on  the   l o w e r   end  of  t h e   d u s t  

s h e l l   194  and  i s   s l i g h t l y   c o m p r e s s e d   b e t w e e n   t h e   d u s t   s h e l l   a n d  

t he   f r a m e   10  to  e x c l u d e   d u s t   from  t he   b e a r i n g   c a r t r i d g e   and  t o  

dampen  v i b r a t i o n   and  m i n i m i z e   n o i s e .   A  u r e t h a n e   s h i e l d   202  i s  

s e c u r e d   to  t he   o u t s i d e   s u r f a c e   of  t h e   d u s t   s h e l l   194  to  p r e v e n t  

a b r a s i v e   damage   to  t h e   d u s t   s h e l l   and  a l s o   to  dampen  v i b r a t i o n  

and  m i n i m i z e   n o i s e .   The  u r e t h a n e   s h i e l d   202  may  be  b o l t e d   to  t h e  

d u s t   s h e l l   or  may  be  b o n d e d   d i r e c t l y   to  t h e   s h e l l .  

A  l o w e r   i n n e r   d u s t   g u a r d   r i n g   203  i s   w e l d e d   to  t h e  

u n d e r s i d e   of  t h e   r o t o r   b a s e   p l a t e   90  c o n c e n t r i c   w i t h   t h e   r o t o r  

a x i s ,   a d j a c e n t   to  and  o u t s i d e   of  t h e   d u s t   s h e l l   194,  a n d  

i m m e d i a t e l y   above   t he   u r e t h a n e   s h i e l d   202.   The  c l o s e   s p a c i n g   o f  

t he   g u a r d   r i n g   203  to  t he   d u s t   s h e l l   194  and  t he   s h i e l d   202,   a n d  

t h e   r o t a t i o n   of  t h e   g u a r d   r i n g   r e l a t i v e   to  t h e   s t a t i o n a r y   s h e l l  

and  s h i e l d   t e n d s   to  e x c l u d e   d u s t   so  t h a t   t he   i n t e r i o r   of  t h e   d u s t  

s h e l l   194  s t a y s   c l e a n .   Al l   of  t he   o u t s i d e   g u a r d   r i n g s ,   n a m e l y ,  

t h e   s k i r t   142,  t h e   t op   r im  144  and  t he   d u s t   g u a r d   r i n g   203  a r e  

a t t a c h e d   to  t h e   r o t o r   24  and  r o t a t e   w i t h   i t .   S i n c e   mos t   r o c k  

f r a g m e n t s   t h a t   s t r i k e   the   g u a r d   r i n g s   on  the   r e b o u n d   f rom  t h e  

a n v i l s   80  w i l l   h a v e   a  c o m p o n e n t   of  v e l o c i t y   in  t h e   d i r e c t i o n   o f  

r o t o r   m o t i o n ,   t h e   e r r o s i v e   a c t i o n   of  t h e   r o c k   on  the   g u a r d   r i n g s  

w i l l   be  l e s s e n e d .  

The  b e a r i n g   c a r t r i d g e   is   s e a l e d   and  l u b r i c a t e d   by  a n  



a u t o m a t e d   g r e a s e   i n j e c t i o n   s y s t e m   t h a t   i n j e c t s   g r e a s e   f rom  t h e  

r e s e r v o i r   18  i n t o   t h e   l a b y r i n t h   s e a l s   for   s e a l i n g   and  i n t o   t h e  

b e a r i n g s   fo r   l u b r i c a t i o n .   The  g r e a s e   i n j e c t i o n   s y s t e m   i n c l u d e s   a  

g r e a s e   l i n e   204  wh ich   r u n s   from  a  g r e a s e   d i s t r i b u t o r   206  to  a  

f i t t i n g   208  t h r o u g h   w h i c h   the   g r e a s e   is  c o n v e y e d   i n t o   and  t h r o u g h  

a  r a d i a l   p a s s a g e   209  in  t he   top  c a r t r i d g e   c l o s u r e   186  to  t h e  

a n n u l a r   s p a c e   i m m e d i a t e l y   a b o v e   the   t op   r a d i a l   b e a r i n g   180.   T h e  

l o w e r   r a d i a l   b e a r i n g   174  and  t h e   t h r u s t   b e a r i n g   168  a r e  

l u b r i c a t e d   t h r o u g h   a  g r e a s e   l i n e   210  w h i c h   r u n s   f rom  the   g r e a s e  
d i s t r i b u t o r   206  to  a  f i t t i n g   212  on  t h e   c a r t r i d g e   h o u s i n g   1 5 4  

t h r o u g h   w h i c h   g r e a s e   is  c o n v e y e d   to  and  t h r o u g h   a  r a d i a l   p a s s a g e  
214  in  t h e   h o u s i n g   154  to  t he   s p a c e   i m m e d i a t e l y   above   t h e   r a d i a l  

b e a r i n g   172.   G r e a s e   works   t h r o u g h   t h e   l o w e r   r a d i a l   b e a r i n g   1 7 4  

and  i n t o   t he   t h r u s t   b e a r i n g   1 6 8 .  

The  u p p e r   and  l o w e r   g r e a s e   s e a l   u t i l i z e   t he   l a b y r i n t h  

s e a l   c o n f i g u r a t i o n   b e t w e e n   t h e   u p p e r   and  l o w e r   s e a l   r i n g s   190  a n d  

163,  and  t he   u p p e r   and  l o w e r   c a r t r i d g e   c l o s u r e s   186  and  1 6 2 .  

G r e a s e   p a s s a g e s   215  and  216  in  t h e   c a r t r i d g e   c l o s u r e s   186  a n d  

162,  r e s p e c t i v e l y   a r e   c o n n e c t e d   by  g r e a s e   l i n e s   217  and  218  t o  

t h e   d i s t r i b u t o r   206  fo r   i n j e c t i o n   of  g r e a s e   i n t o   t h e   l a b y r i n t h  

s e a l   c a v i t i e s   to  p r e v e n t   t he   e n t r a n c e   of  s t o n e   d u s t   or  o t h e r  

a b r a s i v e   f o r e i g n   m a t t e r   i n t o   t h e   b e a r i n g   h o u s i n g ,   w h i c h   c o u l d  

damage   the   b e a r i n g s .   The  g r e a s e   is  i n j e c t e d   i n t o   t he   b e a r i n g s  

and  t h e   s e a l   c a v i t i e s   by  a  pump  219  c o n t r o l l e d   by  a  t i m e r   2 2 0 .  

The  t i m e r   c a u s e s   t he   pump  to  o p e r a t e   p e r i o d i c a l l y   and  t h e  

d i s t r i b u t o r   206  c a u s e s   t h e   g r e a s e   to  be  d i s t r i b u t e d   e v e n l y  

t h r o u g h   e a c h   of  t h e   f o u r   l i n e s   so  t h a t   g r e a s e   is   d i s t r i b u t e d   t o  

t he   s e a l s   and  t h e   b e a r i n g s   for   c e r t a i n   l u b r i c a t i o n   and  s e a l i n g  

a c t i o n .   I f   t h e r e   is  a  f a i l u r e   in  t he   d i s t r i b u t o r   or  t he   pump,  a n  

i n t e r n a l   a l a r m   o p e r a t e s   to  a l e r t   t h e   o p e r a t o r   of  t he   p r o b l e m   s o  

t h a t   c o r r e c t i v e   a c t i o n   may  be  t a k e n   i m m e d i a t e l y .  

The  use   of  a  common  g r e a s e   i n j e c t i o n   s y s t e m   for   b o t h  

s e a l i n g   and  l u b r i c a t i o n   g r e a t l y   s i m p l i f i e s   and  i m p r o v e s   t h e  

b e a r i n g   s y s t e m .   C o n v e n t i o n a l   l u b r i c a t i o n   u s e s   an  o i l   c i r c u l a t i o n  

s y s t e m   f o r   f l u s h i n g   d i r t   and  h e a t   ou t   of  t he   b e a r i n g ,   b u t   such   a  

s y s t e m   i s   more  e x p e n s i v e   t h a n   t h e   g r e a s e   s y s t e m   d i s c l o s e d   h e r e i n  

b e c a u s e   i t   r e q u i r e s   an  o i l   r e t u r n   and  f i l t e r   n e t w o r k ,   c o n t i n u o u s  



pump  o p e r a t i o n ,   and  is  more  s u s c e p t i b l e   to  c a t a s t r o p h i c   b e a r i n g  

f a i l u r e   in  t h e   e v e n t   of  pump  m a l f u n c t i o n .   By  p r o p e r l y   s i z i n g   a n d  

s e a l i n g   the   b e a r i n g s   in  t h i s   a p p l i c a t i o n ,   a  s i m p l e ,   r e l i a b l e   a n d  

i n e x p e n s i v e   g r e a s e   l u b r i c a t i o n   has   been   p r o v i d e d   the   p o s i t i v e l y  

s e a l s   and  l u b r i c a t e s   u s i n g   t he   same  f l u i d .  

R e f e r r i n g   now  to  F i g s .   2  and  3,  t h e   c r u s h e r   t a n k   14  i s  

a  c y l i n d r i c a l   t a n k   h a v i n g   a  r u b b e r   bumper   222  p l a c e d   on  the   t o p  

l i p   of  t h e   t a n k   to  a c t   as  a  d u s t   s e a l   and  a l s o   to  d a m p e n  

v i b r a t i o n   and  a t t e n u a t e   n o i s e .   An  a n n u l a r   b r a c k e t   224  i s   w e l d e d  

a r o u n d   t h e   o u t s i d e   s u r f a c e   of  t he   t a n k   s l i g h t l y   b e l o w   t he   top   l i p  

and  p r o v i d e s   a  s u p p o r t   to  w h i c h   t he   b o t t o m   edge   of  a  p l u r a l i t y   o f  

u p r i g h t   l o c k i n g   t o n g u e s   226  a r e   w e l d e d .   Each  of  l o c k i n g   t o n g u e s  

has   a  r e c t a n g u l a r   h o l e   228  p u n c h e d   in  i t s   u p p e r   end  fo r   r e c e i v i n g  

a  l o c k   wedge  230.   The  c o v e r   p l a t e   40  has   a  s e r i e s   of  s h o r t  

r a d i a l   s l o t s   232  a t   i t s   o u t s i d e   edge  a t   a n g u l a r   p o s i t i o n s  

c o r r e s p o n d i n g   to  t h e   a n g u l a r   p o s i t i o n s   of  t h e   l o c k i n g   t o n g u e s   2 2 6  

a r o u n d   the   t a n k   14,  so  t h a t   when  t he   c o v e r   is   p l a c e d   on  t he   t o p  

of  t he   t a n k   14  w i t h   t h e   l o c k i n g   t o n g u e s   l i n e d   up  w i t h   t h e   s l o t s  

232,   t h e   t o n g u e s   226  w i l l   e x t e n d   t h r o u g h   t h e   s l o t s   232  and  t h e  

l o c k   w e d g e s   230  may  be  d r i v e n   i n t o   t h e   h o l e s   228  to  l o c k   t h e  

c o v e r   in  p l a c e .  

A  s e r i e s   of  s p a c e r   b l o c k s   234  i s   w e l d e d   on  a  h o r i z o n t a l  

l i n e   a r o u n d   t he   i n s i d e   of  t he   t a n k   j u s t   b e n e a t h   t he   s t e p p e d  

s u p p o r t   b l o c k s   76.  The  s p a c e r   b l o c k s   234  a r e   e a c h   d r i l l e d   a n d  

t a p p e d   to  a c c e p t   a  b o l t   236  w h i c h   f a s t e n s   a  r u b b e r   c u r t a i n   238  a t  

i t s   t op   edge   to  t he   s p a c e r   b l o c k s .   The  r u b b e r   c u r t a i n   238  h a n g s  

down  to  t he   f l o o r   a r o u n d   t he   f u l l   i n s i d e   c i r c u m f e r e n c e   of  t h e  

c r u s h e r   t a n k   14.  I t   p r e v e n t s   a b r a s i o n   to  t he   t a n k   w a l l   and  i s  

e x t r e m e l y   e f f e c t i v e   in  d a m p i n g   v i b r a t i o n   and  n o i s e   d u r i n g  

o p e r a t i o n .  

The  a n v i l   b r e a k e r   r i n g   70  can  be  r e m o v e d   by  a t t a c h i n g   a  

c a b l e   hook   to  e a c h   of  t h r e e   l i f t i n g   l u g s   75  a t t a c h e d   to  t h r e e  

b r a c k e t   l e g s   77  a t   e q u a l l y   s p a c e d   p o s i t i o n s   a b o u n d   t h e   a n n u l a r  

hoop   72  of  t h e   b r e a k e r   r i n g   70,  and  l i f t i n g   t h e   b r e a k e r   r i n g   o u t  

of   t he   c r u s h e r   t a n k   14.  The  b r e a k e r   r i n g   70  may  be  r e p l a c e d   w i t h  

a  s i m i l a r   b r e a k e r   r i n g   70  or  may  be  r e p l a c e d   w i t h   an  a u t o g e n o u s  
b r e a k e r   r i n g   70'   shown  in  c r o s s   s e c t i o n   on  t he   l e f t - h a n d   s i d e   o f  



F i g u r e   5.  The  a u t o g e n o u s   b r e a k e r   r i n g   70'   is   an  i n w a r d l y   o p e n i n g  

c h a n n e l   w h i c h   i s   a r r a n g e d   h o r i z o n t a l l y   o p p o s i t e   t h e   r o t o r   24  f o r  

r e c e i v i n g   and  h o l d i n g   r o c k   t h r o w n   by  t he   r o t o r   so  t h a t   a d d i t i o n a l  

r o c k   w i l l   i m p a c t   t h e   r o c k   in  t h e   a u t o g e n o u s   b r e a k e r   r i n g   70'  a n d  

t he   r o c k   b r e a k i n g   a c t i o n   w i l l   be  r o c k   on  r o c k   r a t h e r   t h a n   r o c k   o n  

m e t a l .  

The  a u t o g e n o u s   b r e a k e r   r i n g   70'   i n c l u d e s   an  a n n u l a r  

c y l i n d e r   242  to  t he   t op   and  b o t t o m   of  w h i c h   a r e   w e l d e d   an  a n n u l a r  

t o p   d i s k   244  and  a n n u l a r   b o t t o m   d i s k   246,  r e s p e c t i v e l y .   The  t o p  
d i s k   244  i s   of  a  s l i g h t l y   l a r g e r   r a d i u s   t h a n   t h e   b o t t o m   d i s k   a n d  

e x t e n d s   a l m o s t   to  t he   i n s i d e   s u r f a c e   of  t h e   c r u s h e r   t a n k   14.  A 

f u l l   a n n u l a r   s e a l   248  is   f a s t e n e d   to  t he   t op   of  t he   top   d i s k   2 4 4  

f o r   t he   same  p u r p o s e   as  t he   s e a l   73,  n a m e l y ,   to   p r e v e n t   r o c k   a n d  

d u s t   f rom  s e t t l i n g   down  b e h i n d   t h e   b r e a k e r   r i n g   70'  and  f a l l i n g  

b e t w e e n   the   r u b b e r   c u r t a i n   238  and  t h e   c r u s h e r   t a n k   14.  T h e  

s e a l s   73  and  248  a l s o   p r e v e n t   r o c k   from  b e c o m i n g   wedged   b e t w e e n  

t h e   b r e a k e r   r i n g   and  c r u s h e r   t a n k   14  when  t he   b r e a k e r   r i n g   i s  

l i f t e d   o u t   of  t he   t a n k   so  t h a t   r o c k s   do  n o t   become   jammed  b e t w e e n  

t h e   r i n g   and  t he   t a n k   14.  T h r e e   e q u a l l y   s p a c e d   l i f t i n g   l u g s   249 

a r e   w e l d e d   to  t he   t op   s u r f a c e   of  t h e   t op   d i s k   244  for   use  i n  

h o i s t i n g   the   b r e a k e r   r i n g   70'   i n t o   and  ou t   of  t h e   t a n k   1 4 .  

T h r e e   l e g s   250  a r e   w e l d e d   to  t h e   o u t s i d e   s u r f a c e   of  t h e  

a n n u l a r   c y l i n d e r   242  f o r   s u p p o r t i n g   t he   a u t o g e n o u s   b r e a k e r   r i n g  

70'  on  t he   s t e p p e d   s u p p o r t   b l o c k s   76.  The  v e r t i c l e   e x t e n s i o n   o f  

t h e   a n n u l a r   c y l i n d e r   242  on  the   a u t o g e n o u s   b r e a k e r   r i n g   70'   i s  

g r e a t e r   t h a n   t h e   v e r t i c a l   e x t e n t   of  t h e   a n n u l a r   hoop  72  of  t h e  

a n v i l   b r e a k e r   r i n g   70  so  t h a t   s p a c e   b e t w e e n   the   c y l i n d e r   242  a n d  

t he   i n s i d e   w a l l   of  t h e   c r u s h e r   t a n k   14  a c c o m m o d a t e s   t he   u p p e r  

s t e p s   of  t he   s t e p p e d   s u p p o r t   b l o c k s   76  when  the   a u t o g e n o u s  

b r e a k e r   r i n g   i s   s e t   on  t h e   l o w e r   s t e p s .  

The  c r a n e   16  i n c l u d e s   a  s u p p o r t   p i l l a r   254  to  w h i c h   a  

p a i r   of  b r a c k e t s   256  a r e   a t t a c h e d   for   s u p p o r t i n g   a  c r a n e   c o n t r o l  

box  258  by  w h i c h   the   c r a n e   16  is   c o n t r o l l e d .   A  b e a r i n g   ( n o t  

shown)   a r o u n d   t h e   u p p e r   p o r t i o n   of  t h e   s u p p o r t   p i l l a r   2 5 4  

r o t a t a b l y   s u p p o r t s   t he   u p p e r   end  of  t he   c r a n e   16  w h i c h   i n c l u d e s   a  

v e r t i c a l   e x t e n s i o n   260  and  a  c a n t i l e v e r e d   h o r i z o n t a l   arm  262.  A 

s u p p o r t   b r a c k e t   264  i s   w e l d e d   to  t he   l o w e r   end  of  t h e   v e r t i c a l  



e x t e n s i o n   260  and  s u p p o r t s   an  e l e c t r i c   m o t o r   266  c o u p l e d   to  a  

g e a r   pump  2 6 8 .  

A  h y d r a u l i c   r o t a t i o n   m o t o r   ( n o t   shown)  is   c o u p l e d  
b e t w e e n   t he   u p p e r   p o r t i o n   of  t h e   c r a n e   16  and  the   s u p p o r t   p i l l a r  

to  a l l o w   t he   u p p e r   p o r t i o n   of  t he   c r a n e   to  be  r o t a t e d   a b o u t   t h e  

s u p p o r t   p i l l a r .   A  h y d r a u l i c   w i n c h   m o t o r   270  i s   c o u p l e d   to  a  

h y d r a u l i c   w i n c h   272  w h i c h   a l l o w s   a  hook   274  to  be  r a i s e d   o r  
l o w e r e d   by  t a k i n g   up  or  p l a y i n g   ou t   c a b l e   from  a  w i n c h   drum  2 7 6 .  

The  power   f u n c t i o n s   of  t he   c r a n e   16  a r e   c o n t r o l l e d   f r o m  

t h e   c o n t r o l   box  258  w h i c h   c o n t a i n s   p i l o t   v a l v e s   or  e l e c t r i c  

s w i t c h e s   fo r   c o n t r o l l i n g   the   c o n t r o l   v a l v e s   278  by  w h i c h   m o t i v e  

f l u i d   from  the   pump  268  is   d e l i v e r e d   to  t he   w i n c h   m o t o r   270  a n d  

t he   r o t a t i o n   c o n t r o l   m o t o r   ( n o t   s h o w n ) .  

In  o p e r a t i o n ,   r o c k   to  be  c r u s h e d   is   c o n t i n u o u s l y   f e d  

i n t o   the   f e ed   f u n n e l   36  and  f a l l s   t h r o u g h   t h e   f e ed   t u b e   52  a n d  

t he   f e ed   t u b e   e x t e n s i o n   54  and  i n t o   t h e   c e n t e r   of  t h e   r o t o r   2 4 .  

The  r o t o r   r o t a t e s   a t   a  s p e e d   on  the   o r d e r   of  a b o u t   1 , 0 0 0   RPM 

w h i c h   t h r o w s   t he   r o c k   r a d i a l l y   o u t w a r d   w h e r e   i t   i s   c a u g h t   a n d  

a c c e l e r a t e d   by  t he   r o t o r   p o c k e t s   98.   The  r o t o r   p o c k e t s   a r e  
c o v e r e d   w i t h   a  b l a n k e t   of  r o c k   w h i c h   i s   h e l d   w i t h i n   t h e   p o c k e t   t o  

p r o t e c t   the   p o c k e t   members   from  e r o s i o n   by  t he   r o c k   as  i t   i s  

t h r o w n   o u t w a r d .   The  o n l y   s u r f a c e s   w h i c h   e n c o u t e r   e r o s i o n   w i t h i n  

t h e   p o c k e t   a r e   the   top   and  b o t t o m   wear   p l a t e s   122  and  120  and  t h e  

i n n e r   and  o u t e r   wear  b a r s   118  and  110.   T h e s e   wear  p i e c e s   a r e   a l l  

e a s i l y   and  q u i c k l y   r e p l a c e a b l e   when  t h e y   wear  d o w n .  

The  r o c k   i s   t h r o w n   by  t he   p o c k e t s   98  o u t w a r d   a g a i n s t  
e i t h e r   t he   a n v i l   b r e a k e r   r i n g   70  or  t he   a u t o g e n o u s   b r e a k e r   r i n g  
7 0 ' .   The  t r a j e c t o r y   of  t h e   r o c k   i s   shown  in  F i g u r e   6  and  i s  

a b o u t   5 - 1 5 °   ou t   from  t he   t a n g e n t   to  t he   r o t o r .   The  d e v i a t i o n  

from  t a n g e n t i a l   t r a j e c t o r y   is   c a u s e d   by  t h e   a n g l e   of  t h e   r o c k  

f a c e   w i t h i n   t he   p o c k e t   98  and  c o e f f i c i e n t   of  f r i c t i o n   of  t h e   r o c k  

on  r o c k   as  t h e   r o c k s   a r e   t h r o w n   r a d i a l l y   o u t w a r d l y .   The  b r a c k e t s  

78  a r e   s e t   in  the   b r e a k e r   r i n g   70'   a t   an  a n g l e   such   t h a t   t h e  

f a c e s   of  t h e   a n v i l s   80  l i e   p e r p e n d i c u l a r   to  t he   f l i g h t   t r a j e c t o r y  
of  t he   r o c k   w h i c h   is   a b o u t   10°  o u t   of  t h e   t a n g e n t   to  t he   r o t o r .  

In  t h i s   way,  t h e   r o c k s   w i l l   s t r i k e   t he   a n v i l   f a c e s   e x a c t l y  

p e r p e n d i c u l a r   so  t h a t   t he   f u l l   momentum  of  t he   r o c k   is   c o n v e r t e d  



to   an  i n t e r n a l   s h a t t e r i n g   f o r c e   and  l i t t l e   of  t h e   e n e r g y   i s  

w a s t e d   on  r i c o c h e t   f o r c e .  

The  b r o k e n   r o c k   t h e n   f a l l s   v e r t i c a l l y   d o w n w a r d   b e t w e e n  

t h e   r u b b e r   c u r t a i n   238  and  t h e   d u s t   s h e l l   194  and  f a l l s   t h r o u g h  

t he   o p e n i n g s   15  on  the   two  s i d e s   of  t he   c a r t r i d g e   s u p p o r t   r i d g e  

155.   The  r o c k   i s   t h e n   c a r r i e d   away  by  s u i t a b l e   c o n v e y o r   b e l t  

( n o t   s h o w n ) .  

O b v i o u s l y ,   n u m e r o u s   m o d i f i c a t i o n s   and  v a r i a t i o n s   of  t h e  

a b o v e - d e s c r i b e d   p r e f e r r e d   e m b o d i m e n t   w i l l   o c c u r   to  t h o s e   s k i l l e d  

in  t he   a r t   in  l i g h t   of  t h i s   d i s c l o s u r e .   A c c o r d i n g l y ,   i t   i s  

e x p r e s s l y   to  be  u n d e r s t o o d   t h a t   t h e s e   m o d i f i c a t i o n s   a n d  

v a r i a t i o n s ,   and  t he   e q u i v a l e n t s   t h e r e o f ,   may  be  p r a c t i c e d   w h i l e  

r e m a i n i n g   w i t h i n   t h e   s p i r i t   and  s c o p e   of  t h i s   i n v e n t i o n   a s  

d e f i n e d   in  t he   f o l l o w i n g   c l a i m s ,   w h e r e i n   I  c l a i m :  



1.  A  v e r t i c a l   s h a f t   i m p a c t   c r u s h e r   of  t he   t y p e   h a v i n g   a  

r o t o r   s u p p o r t e d   w i t h i n   a  c r u s h e r   h o u s i n g   fo r   r o t a t i o n   a b o u t   a  

v e r t i c a l   a x i s   on  a  v e r t i c a l   s h a f t   s u p p o r t e d   by  a  c e n t r a l   b e a r i n g  

c a r t r i d g e ,   s a i d   r o t o r   h a v i n g   an  a x i a l   o p e n i n g   t h r o u g h   w h i c h   r o c k  

is   fed  i n t o   an  i m p e l l e r   c h a m b e r   of  s a i d   r o t o r   and  c a u g h t   by  s h o e s  

w i t h i n   t h e   i m p e l l e r   c h a m b e r   w h i c h   a c c e l e r a t e   t h e   r o c k   and  t h r o w  

i t   o u t w a r d l y   a t   h i g h   s p e e d   to  i m p a c t   a g a i n s t   an  a d j a c e n t   b r e a k e r  

r i n g   where   t h e   r o c k   b r e a k s ,   t he   i m p r o v e m e n t   c o m p r i s i n g :  

s t a t i o n a r y   s h e l l   means  o p e r a t i v e l y   f a s t e n e d   f i x e d l y  

w i t h   r e s p e c t   to  s a i d   f rame  w h i l e   s a i d   c r u s h e r   i s   in  o p e r a t i o n ,  

and  e x t e n d i n g   v e r t i c a l l y   w i t h   r e s p e c t   t h e r e t o   c o a x i a l l y   w i t h   s a i d  

r o t o r   a x i s ;  

g u a r d   r i n g   means  f a s t e n e d   to  s a i d   r o t o r   and  e x t e n d i n g  

v e r t i c a l l y   w i t h   r e s p e c t   t h e r e t o   c o a x i a l l y   w i t h   s a i d   r o t o r   a x i s ,  

s a i d   s h e l l   means   and  s a i d   g u a r d   r i n g   means   h a v i n g   p o r t i o n s   w h i c h  

n e s t   t e l e s c o p i c a l l y   t o g e t h e r   in  p o s i t i o n   to  c o o p e r a t e   t o g e t h e r  

fo r   r e s t r i c t i n g   the   e n t r a n c e   of  r o c k   d u s t   and  f r a g m e n t s   r a d i a l l y  

w i t h i n   s a i d   s h e l l .  

2.  The  v e r t i c a l   s h a f t   i m p a c t   c r u s h e r   d e f i n e d   in  c l a i m   1 ,  

w h e r e i n   s a i d   s t a t i o n a r y   s h e l l   means   i n c l u d e s   a  d u s t   s h e l l  

f a s t e n e d   to  s a i d   b e a r i n g   c a r t r i d g e   c o n c e n t r i c a l l y   t h e r e w i t h ;   a n d  

s a i d   g u a r d   r i n g   means  i n c l u d e s   a  c y l i n d r i c a l   r i n g  

f a s t e n e d   to  the   u n d e r s i d e   of  s a i d   r o t o r   c o n c e n t r i c   w i t h   s a i d  

b e a r i n g   c a r t r i d g e .  

3.  The  v e r t i c a l   s h a f t   i m p a c t   c r u s h e r   d e f i n e d   in  c l a i m   2 ,  

f u r t h e r   c o m p r i s i n g   a  p o l y m e r i c   s h i e l d   f a s t e n e d   to  t h e   e x t e r n a l  

s u r f a c e   of  s a i d   d u s t   s h e l l   and  e x t e n d i n g   v e r t i c a l l y   to  a  p o s i t i o n  

a d j a c e n t   to  t h e   l o w e r   edge   of  s a i d   g u a r d   r i n g .  

4.  The  v e r t i c a l   s h a f t   i m p a c t   c r u s h e r   d e f i n e d   in  c l a i m   1 ,  

w h e r e i n   s a i d   s t a t i o n a r y   s h e l l   means   i n c l u d e s   a  g u a r d   s h e l l  

a t t a c h e d   to  a  c o v e r   of  s a i d   c r u s h e r   h o u s i n g   and  d e p e n d i n g  

t h e r e f r o m   to  a  p o s i t i o n   a d j a c e n t   t he   top   of  s a i d   r o t o r ;   a n d  

s a i d   g u a r d   r i n g   means   i n c l u d e s   a  t op   r im  f a s t e n e d   t o  

t h e   o u t s i d e   p e r i p h e r y   of  s a i d   r o t o r   and  e x t e n d i n g   v e r t i c a l l y  

a b o v e   t he   top   s u r f a c e   t h e r e o f   r a d i a l l y   o u t s i d e   of  and  a d j a c e n t   t o  

s a i d   g u a r d   s h e l l .  



5.  The  v e r t i c a l   s h a f t   i n p a c t   c r u s h e r   d e f i n e d   in  c l a i m   4 ,  

w h e r e i n   s a i d   s t a t i o n a r y   s h e l l   means  f u r t h e r   i n c l u d e s   a  d u s t   s h e l l  

f a s t e n e d   to  s a i d   b e a r i n g   c a r t r i d g e   c o n c e n t r i c a l l y   t h e r e w i t h ,   a n d  

s a i d   g u a r d   r i n g   means  f u r t h e r   i n c l u d e s   a  c y l i n d r i c a l   r i n g  

f a s t e n e d   to  t he   u n d e r s i d e   of  s a i d   r o t o r   c o n c e n t r i c   w i t h   s a i d  

b e a r i n g   c a r t r i d g e .  

6.  A  v e r t i c a l   s h a f t   i m p a c t   c r u s h e r   of  t he   t y p e   h a v i n g   a  

r o t o r   s u p p o r t e d   w i t h i n   a  c r u s h e r   h o u s i n g   fo r   r o t a t i o n   a b o u t   a  

v e r t i c a l   a x i s   on  a  v e r t i c a l   s h a f t   s u p p o r t e d   by  a  c e n t r a l   b e a r i n g  

c a r t r i d g e ,   s a i d   r o t o r   h a v i n g   an  a x i a l   o p e n i n g   t h r o u g h   w h i c h   r o c k  

is   fed  i n t o   an  i m p e l l e r   c h a m b e r   of  s a i d   r o t o r   and  c a u g h t   by  s h o e s  

w i t h i n   t h e   i m p e l l e r   c h a m b e r   w h i c h   a c c e l e r a t e   t h e   r o c k   and  t h r o w  

i t   o u t w a r d l y   a t   h i g h   s p e e d   to  i m p a c t   a g a i n s t   an  a d j a c e n t   b r e a k e r  

r i n g   where   t h e   r o c k   b r e a k s ,   t he   i m p r o v e m e n t   c o m p r i s i n g :  

a  p l u r a l i t y   of  wear   p l a t e s   f a s t e n e d   to  t he   i n s i d e   t o p  

and  b o t t o m   s u r f a c e s   of  s a i d   i m p e l l e r   c h a m b e r ,   s a i d   wear  p l a t e s  

b e i n g   in  t he   form  of  f l a t   p l a t e s   h a v i n g   a t   l e a s t   two  p a r a l l e l  

s i d e s   and  two  a r c u a t e   s i d e s   on  c i r c u l a r   a r c s   a b o u t   a  common 

c e n t e r .  

7.  The  v e r t i c a l   s h a f t   i m p a c t   c r u s h e r   d e f i n e d   in  c l a i m   6 ,  

f u r t h e r   c o m p r i s i n g   a  p a i r   of  s e p a r a t e   r a d i a l l y   f a c i n g ,   w e a r  

r e s i s t a n t   g u a r d   r i n g s   f a s t e n e d   to  s a i d   r o t o r   to  p r o t e c t   s a i d  

r o t o r   f rom  r o c k   f r a g m e n t s   r e b o u n d i n g   f rom  s a i d   b r e a k e r   r i n g .  
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