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(jf)  Alpha-substituted-alpha-fluoro-alpha-cyanoacetic  acids  and  their  derivatives. 
@-substituted-@-fluoro-@-cyanoacetic  acids  and  their  de- 

rivatives  are  disclosed  that  are  expressed  by  the  general 
formula: 

wherein  R  is  an  aliphatic  or  aromatic  hydrocarbon  group,  or 
hydrogen  or  alkali  metal  atom,  and  R'  is  a  group  as  derived 
from  an  unsaturated  compound  expressed  by  the  following 
general  formula: 

wherein  R"  is  a  hydrogen  atom  or  aliphatic  group  and  Y  is  a 
highly  electronegative  group  with  or  without  formation  of  a 
ring  by  bonding  to  a  carbon  atom  to  which  the  group  R"  is 
bonded,  and  which  can  be  used  as  agricultural  chemicals  or 
as  intermediates  for  their  manufacture. 



BACKGROUND  OF  THE  INVENTION 

T i t l e   of  t h e   I n v e n t i o n  

@ -  s u b s t i t u t e d - @  - f l u o r o - @ - c y a n o a c e t i c   a c i d s   and  t h e i r  

d e r i v a t i v e s  

F i e l d   of  t h e   I n v e n t i o n  

T h i s   i n v e n t i o n   r e l a t e s   to   @ - s u b s t i t u t e d - @ - f l u o r o - @ -  

c y a n o a c e t i c   a c i d s   and  t h e i r   d e r i v a t i v e s .  

D e s c r i p t i o n   of  t h e   P r i o t   A r t  

T h e r e   a r e   known  many  m o n o f l u o r o   c o m p o u n d s   t h a t   h a v e  

p h y s i o l o g i c a l   a c t i v i t i e s   a n d / o r   a r e   e f f i c a c i o u s   a s  

a g r i c u l t u r a l   c h e m i c a l s   or  m e d i c i n e s .   As  a  b u i l d i n g   b l o c k  

of  s u c h   m o n o f l u o r o   c o m p o u n d s ,   t h e   @ - f l u o r o - @ - c y a n o a c e t i c  

a c i d   e s t e r s   a r e   t h u s   c o n s i d e r e d   to   be  v e r y   i m p o r t a n t  

i n t e r m e d i a t e s .  

OBJECTS  AND  SUMMARY  OF  THE  INVENTION 

A c c o r d i n g l y ,   i t   i s   an  o b j e c t   of  t h e   p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n   t o  

p r o v i d e   new  and  u s e f u l   f l u o r i n e   c o n t a i n i n g   c y a n o a c e t i c  

a c i d s   and  t h e i r   d e r i v a t i v e s .  

N a m e l y ,   t h e   i n v e n t i o n   p r o v i d e s   @ - s u b s t i t u t e d - @ - f l u o r o -  

@  -  c y a n o a c e t i c   a c i d s   and  t h e i r   d e r i v a t i v e s   t h a t   a r e   e x -  

p r e s s e d   by  t h e   f o l l o w i n g   g e n e r a l   f o r m u l a :  

w h e r e i n   R  i s   an  a l i p h a t i c   or  a r o m a t i c   h y d r o c a r b o n   g r o u p ,  



or  h y d r o g e n   or  a l k a l i   m e t a l   a tom  and  R'  i s   a  g r o u p   t h a t  

d e r i v e d   f rom  an  u n s a t u r a t e d   compound   e x p r e s s e d   by  t h e  

f o l l o w i n g   g e n e r a l   f o r m u l a :  

w h e r e i n   R"  i s   a  h y d r o g e n   a tom  or  a l i p h a t i c   g r o u p   p r e -  

f e r a b l y   h a v i n g   c a r b o n   a t o m s   of  1  to   6,  and  Y  i s   a  h i g h l y  

e l e c t r o n e g a t i v e   g r o u p   w i t h   or  w i t h o u t   f o r m a t i o n   of  a  

r i n g   w i t h   t h e   c a r b o n   a tom  to  w h i c h   R"  i s   b o n d e d .  

The  a b o v e   c y a n o a c e t i c   a c i d s   and  t h e i r   d e r i v a t i v e s   of  t h e  

i n v e n t i o n   have  a  f l u o r i n e   a tom  in  t h e i r   m o l e c u l a r   s t r u c -  

t u r e   and  t h e r e f o r e   e x h i b i t   s u p e r i o r   p r o p e r t i e s   of  t h e  

f l u o r o   compound   w h i l e   t h e i r   c y a n o   g r o u p   g i v e s   them  a n  

e f f i c a c y   as  a g r i c u l t u r a l   c h e m i c a l s   s u c h   as  h e r b i c i d e s .  

R  in  t h e   a b o v e   g e n e r a l   f o r m u l a   may  p r e f e r a b l y   be  s e l e c t e d  

f rom  among  a l k y l   g r o u p s   h a v i n g   up  to   10  c a r b o n   a t o m s ,   f o r  

e x a m p l e ,   m e t h y l ,   e t h y l ,   p r o p y l   and  b u t y l  g r o u p s ,   and  a l l y l  

and  o t h e r   a l k e n y l   g r o u p s ,   a r y l   and  o t h e r   u n s u b s t i t u t e d  

and  s u b s t i t u t e d   a r o m a t i c   h y d r o c a r b o n   g r o u p s .  

Y  i s   p r e f e r a b l y   an  a l k y l c a r b o n y l   or  a l k o x y c a r b o n y l   g r o u p  

p r e f e r a b l y   h a v i n g   c a r b o n   a t o m s   of  1  t o   6 ,  o r c y a n o   g r o u p  
b o n d e d   to   a  c a r b o n   a t o m   c o m p r i s i n g   t h e   u n s a t u r a t e d   c a r b o n -  

c a r b o n   b o n d .  

DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  PREFERRED  EMBODIMENTS 

E x a m p l e s   of  t h e   c o m p o u n d s   of  t h e   p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n   w i l l  

be  c o n c r e t e l y   d e s c r i b e d   in  t e r m s   of  t h e i r   m a n u f a c t u r i n g  

m e t h o d .  

For   e x a m p l e ,   u s i n g   h e x a f l u o r o p r o p a n e   (HFP)  as  t h e   s t a r t -  

i ng   m a t e r i a l ,   t h e   f o l l o w i n g   r e a c t i o n   i s   c o n d u c t e d   to  p r e -  



p a r e   e t h y l   @ - f l u o r o - @ -  c y a n o a c e t a t e  2   t h r o u g h   t e t r a f l u o r o -  

p r o p i o n i t r i l e   1  w i t h   e t h y l   m o n o f l u o r o m a l o n a t e  3   as  b y - p r o -  
d u c t :  

In  t h e   a b o v e   r e a c t i o n ,   t h e   n i t r i l e   1  i s   p r o d u c e d   in  a  
s h o r t   r e a c t i o n   t i m e   w i t h   a  much  i m p r o v e d   y i e l d   by  u s i n g  

a  d r y   i c e - a c e t o n e   c o n d e n s e r   and  h a v i n g   HFP  b u b b l e d   i n t o  

an  a m m o n i a - d i o x a n e   s u l u t i o n   a t   a  c o n t r o l l e d   r e a c t i o n  

t e m p e r a t u r e .   The  a b o v e   s y n t h e s i s   of  c o m p o u n d   1  i s   c o n d u c t -  

ed  by  a  m e t h o d   as  d i s c l o s e d   by  K n u n y a n t s   and  o t h e r s   w h e r e -  

in  a m m o n i a ,   i f   u s e d   in  an  e x c e s s i v e   a m o u n t   and  p a r t i c u l a r -  

ly  more   t h a n   s e v e r a l   t i m e s   i t s   s t o i c h i o m e t r i c   q u a n t i t y ,   a  

much  i m p r o v e d   y i e l d   to   75  t o   80%  as  m e n t i o n e d   a b o v e   c a n  

be  o b t a i n e d .  

N e x t ,   t h i s   n i t r i l e  1   i s   s u b j e c t e d   to   a l c o h o l y s i s   by  r e a c t -  

ing   w i t h   an  a l k o x i d e   or  a l c o h o l i c   p o t a s s i u m   h y d r o x i d e  

s o l u t i o n .   The  r e a c t i o n   m i x t u r e   is   t h e n   a c i d i f i e d   by  a d d i -  

t i o n   of  h y d r o c h l o r i c   a c i d   or  t h e   l i k e   f o r   t h e   s e l e c t i v e  

f o r m a t i o n   of  t h e   a b o v e   m a l o n i c   e s t e r   3.  I f ,   a f t e r   t h e  

a l c o h o l y s i s   u n d e r   t h e   a c t i o n   of  an  a l c o h o l i c   a l k a l i  

h y d r o x i d e   s o l u t i o n ,   f o r   e x a m p l e ,   e t h a n o l i c   or  p r o p a n o l i c  

s o d i u m   h y d r o x i d e   s o l u t i o n ,   t h e   a l c o h o l   i s   r e m o v e d   a n d  

h y d r o c h l o r i c   a c i d   i s   t h e n   a d d e d   f o r  



a c i d i f i c a t i o n ,   t he   p r o d u c t  2   w i l l   be  p r o d u c e d   a l m o s t   in  a  

y i e l d   of   70%. 

S i n c e   the   p r o d u c t s  2   a n d  3   have   b o i l i n g   p o i n t s   t h a t  

d i f f e r   by  35°C,  i t   i s   p o s s i b l e   to   i s o l a t e   and  p u r i f y   t h e  

c o m p o u n d  2   by  r e c t i f i c a t i o n   ( y i e l d   of   2:  60%,  b o i l i n g   p o i n t :  

1 7 4 - 1 7 5 ° C ) .  

A  p o s s i b l e   r e a c t i o n   s c h e m e   f o r   t h e   m e c h a n i s m   by  w h i c h  

t h e   c o m p o u n d  2   i s   f o r m e d   f r o m  1   i s   g i v e n   b e l o w ,   in   w h i c h   t h e  

r e a c t i o n   p r o c e e d s   t h r o u g h   f o r m a t i o n   of  p e r f l u o r o a c r y l o -  

n i t r i l e   as  an  i n t e r m e d i a t e .   I t   i s   a s s u m e d   t h a t   e t h y l  

f l u o r o c y a n o o r t h o a c e t a t e  4   i s   t h e n   f o r m e d .   I f   i t   i s  

h y d r o l y z e d   by  an  a c i d ,   s u c h   as  HC1,  H2S04  or   t h e   l i k e ,   t h e r e  

i s   p r o d u c e d   t h e   c o m p o u n d  2 .   F u r t h e r ,   p a r t i a l l y ,   t h e  

h y d r o c h l o r i d e   of  e t h y l   @ - f l u o r o c a r b o e t h o x y i m i d o a c e t a t e   i s  

f o r m e d   a n d ,   as  i t s   c y a n o   g r o u p   i s   d e c o m p o s e d ,   t h e   c o m p o u n d   3 

i s   p r o d u c e d .  



I t   i s   n o t e d   t h a t   t h e   e s t e r  2   p r o d u c e d   f rom  t h e   a b o v e  

r e a c t i o n   can  be  h y d r o l y z e d   to  @ - f l u o r o   - @ - c y a n o a c e t i c   a c i d  5   o r  

t r e a t e d   w i t h   a l k a l i   h y d r o x i d e   to   f o r m   an  a l k a l i   s a l t   6,  f o r  

e x a m p l e ,   s o d i u m   s a l t   of  @ - f l u o r a - @ - c y a n o a c e t i c   a c i d   a c c o r d i n g  

to  t h e   f o l l o w i n g   r e a c t i o n :  

In  t he   a b o v e   m e t h o d   of  m a n u f a c t u r i n g   t h e   c o m p o u n d   2 ,  

HFP  i n d u s t r i a l l y   p r o d u c e d   i s   u s e d   as  t h e   s t a r t i n g   m a t e r i a l   and  i t  

i s   r e a c t e d   w i t h   ammonia   and  t h e   r e s u l t a n t   c o m p o u n d   i s  

p a r t i c u l a r l y   s u b j e c t e d   to  a n  a l c o h o l y s i s  

r e a c t i o n   f o l l o w e d   by  a  t r e a t m e n t   w i t h   a  m i n e r a l   a c i d .   S o  

t he   @ - f l u o r o - @ - c y a n o a c e t a t e   e s t e r   can   be  p r o d u c e d   a t   a  low  c o s t  

u n d e r   a  h a r m l e s s   c o n d i t i o n .  

The  a l k y l   ( e t h y l )   g r o u p   in  t h e   e t h o x y c a r b o n y l   g r o u p   o f  



t h e   a b o v e   e s t e r   2  d e r i v e s   f rom  the   a l k o x i d e   or   a l c o h o l   u s e d  

in  t h e   a l c o h o l y s i s   as  m e n t i o n e d   a b o v e .  

I f   t h e   h y d r o c a r b o n   g r o u p   of  s u c h   a l k o x i d e   or   a l c o h o l   i s  

s e l e c t e d   so  as  to  c o r r e s p o n d   to  t he   g i v e n   R,  t h e r e f o r e ,   t h e  

a l k y l a t e d   or  a l k e n y l a t e d   e s t e r   of  t h e   i n v e n t i o n   can  b e  

p r o d u c e d   as  m e n t i o n e d   b e l o w .  

Fo r   e x a m p l e ,   t h e   a b o v e   e t h y l @ - f l u o r o - @ - c y a n o a c e t a t e   c a n  

be  a l k y l a t e d   or  a l k e n y l a t e d   u n d e r   p r e s e n c e   of  v a r i o u s   b a s e s  

a t   room  t e m p e r a t u r e .   S i n c e ,   among  t h e s e   b a s e s ,   NaH  p e r f o r m s  

e x c e l l e n t l y ,   f i r s t ,   t h e   e s t e r   i s   a d d e d   to   i c e - c o o l e d  

NaH  in  d i g l y m e   to  fo rm  a  c a r b a n i o n   f r o m  

t h e   c o m p o u n d  2  ,   t h e n ,   an  a l k y l   or  a l k e n y l   h a l i d e   R ' X  

w h e r e   R'  i s   p a r t i c u l a r l y   an  a l i p h a t i c   h y d r o c a r b o n   g r o u p  

h a v i n g   up  to  10  c a r b o n   a t o m s   and  X  i s   a  h a l o g e n   a tom  i s  

a d d e d   d r o p w i s e   f o r   a g i t a t i o n   a t   room  t e m p e r a t u r e .   The  a b o v e  

r e a c t i o n   of  a l k y l a t i o n   or  a l k e n y l a t i o n   p r o c e e d s   a c c o r d i n g   t o  

t h e   f o l l o w i n g  f o r m u l a ,   w h i c h   g i v e s   t h e   a l k y l a t e d   o r  

a l k e n y l a t e d   p r o d u c t s   as  e x p r e s s e d   by  t h e   c h e m i c a l   f o r m u l a  7  

in  h i g h   y i e l d   as  in   T a b l e   1 :  



H a v i n g   a  c y a n o   g r o u p ,   s u c h   a l k y l a t e d   or  a l k e n y l a t e d  

@ - f l u o r o - @ - c y a n o a c e t a t e   e s t e r  7   i s   s u p e r b l y   e f f i c a c i o u s   a s  

a g r i c u l t u r a l   c h e m i c a l s ,   f o r   e x a m p l e ,   as  a  h e r b i c i d e .   I n  

a d d i t i o n ,   t h e   a b o v e   c o m p o u n d s   2  and  7  c a n  b e   u s e d   t o  

s y n t h e s i z e   d e r i v a t i v e s   of  p y r i m i d i n e .  

T h e r e a f t e r ,   t h e   a b o v e   c o m p o u n d   2  i s   s u b j e c t e d   to   a  

10  min  r e a c t i o n   u n d e r   a g i t a t i o n   and  u n d e r   p r e s e n c e   of  a  

c a t a l y t i c   a m o u n t   of  s p r a y - d r i e d   KF  in   s u l f o l a n e   a t  

room  t e m p e r a t u r e   to   p r o d u c e   t h e  f o l l o w i n g   c a r b a n i o n   8 :  

V a r i o u s   a c c e p t o r s   of  t h e   M i c h a e l   r e a c t i o n   or  M i c h a e l  

a c c e p t o r s   can   t h e n   be  a d d e d   to   t h e   a b o v e   c a r b a n i o n   in  an  i c e  

- c o o l e d   c o n d i t i o n   to   g i v e   a  r e a c t i o n   as  e x p r e s s e d   by  t h e  

f o l l o w i n g   f o r m u l a   a t   room  t e m p e r a t u r e   f o r   i m m e d i a t e  



c o n v e r s i o n   t o   t h e   c o r r e s p o n d i n g   M i c h a e l   a d d u c t s   a t   a  

h i g h   y i e l d :  

wherein  YCH=CHR"  is  a  M i c h a e l   a c c e p t o r ,   R"  b e i n g   a  h y d r o g e n  

a tom  or  a l k y l   g r o u p   and  Y  a  h i g h l y   e l e c t r o n e g a t i v e   g r o u p ,  

f o r   e x a m p l e ,   a l k y l c a r b o n y l ,   a l k o x y c a r b o n y l   or   c y a n o   g r o u p .  

Y  may  f o r m   a  r i n g   by  b o n d i n g   to   t h e   c a r b o n   a t o m   to   w h i c h   R" 

i s   b o n d e d .   The  a b o v e   M i c h a e l   r e a c t i o n   can   a l s o   u se   a n  

a c c e p t o r   t h a t   has   a  c a r b o n - c a r b o n   t r i p l e   b o n d .   In  t h i s  

c a s e ,   t h e   r e a c t i o n   p r o c e e d s   as  f o l l o w s :  

The  f o l l o w i n g   T a b l e   2  g i v e s   s e v e r a l   e x a m p l e s   of  t h e  

M i c h a e l   a d d u c t s  9   as  d e r i v e d   f rom  t h e  

e t h y l   @ - f l u o r o - @ - c y a n o a c e t a t e   by  t he   a b o v e   m e t h o d .  



T h e s e   M i c h a e l   a d d u c t s   c a n   be  u sed   as  a g r i c u l t u r a l  

c h e m i c a l s ,   f o r   e x a m p l e ,   h e r b i c i d e ,   i n s e c t i c i d e   or  these   i n t e r m e d i a t e s .  

The  a b o v e   e m b o d i m e n t s   a r e   s e t   f o r t h   as  a  f u r t h e r  

d e s c r i p t i o n   b u t   a r e   n o t   to   be  c o n s t r u e d   as  l i m i t i n g   t h e  

i n v e n t i o n   t h e r e t o .   M o d i f i c a t i o n s   and  v a r i a t i o n s  a r e  



p o s s i b l e   w i t h o u t   d e p a r t i n g   from  the   s p i r i t   and  s c o p e   of  t h e  

i n v e n t i o n .  

For  e x a m p l e ,   i f  a l k y l a t e d   or  a l k e n y l a t e d   as  m e n t i o n e d  

a b o v e ,   t he   f o r e g o i n g   c o m p o u n d  5   o r  6  g i v e s   t h e   c o r r e s p o n d i n g  

a l k y l a t e d   or  a l k e n y l a f e d  @ - f l u o r o - @ - c y a n o a c e t i c   a c i d s   or  t h e i r  

a l k a l i   m e t a l   s a l t s .  

When  s u b j e c t e d   to   the   M i c h a e l   r e a c t i o n  

as  m e n t i o n e d   a b o v e ,   t h e   same  c o m p o u n d  5   o r  6   g i v e s   t h e  

c o r r e s p o n d i n g   M i c h a e l   a d d u c t   of  @ - f l u o r o - @ - c y a n o a c e t i c   a c i d   o r  

i t s   a l k a l i   m e t a l   s a l t .  

The  i n v e n t i o n   w i l l   be  u n d e r s t o o d  m o r e   c l e a r l y   w i t h  

r e f e r e n c e   t o   t h e   f o l l o w i n g   E x a m p l e s :  

M a n u f a c t u r i n g   E x a m p l e  

In  a  t h r e e - n e c k e d   f l a s k   e q u i p p e d   w i t h   an  e f f i c i e n t   d r y - i c e  

c o n d e n s e r ,   1000  g  of  c o n c .   ammonia  water   and  500  ml  o f  d i o x a n e  a r e  

p l a c e d .   I n t o   t h i s   m i x t u r e ,   291  g  of  h e x a f l u o r o   p r o p e n e   g a s  

was  i n t r o d u c e d   a t   t h e   r a t e   of  0 .9   g / m i n ,   k e e p i n g   t he   t e m p e r a t u r e  

a t   0+2  ° c  .   A f t e r   t h e   i n t r o d u c t i o n ,   t h e   r e a c t i o n   m i x t u r e   w a s  

s t i r r e d   f o r   2  h r s   a t   -5  to  0  °c ,   e x t r a c t e d   w i t h   x y l e n e ,   w a s h e d  

w i t h   w a t e r ,   d r i e d   o v e r   m a g n e s i u m   s u l f a t e   and  s u b j e c t e d   t o  

d i s t i l l a t i o n .  

Thus  183  g  of  2 , 3 , 3 , 3 - t e t r a f l u o r o p r o p i o - n i t r i l e ,   b . p .  

3 9 - 4 0   °c,  was  o b t a i n e d   in  a  74  %  y i e l d .  

I n s t e a d   of  1 , 4 - d i o x a n e   in  t he   p r e c e d i n g   p r o c e d u r e ,   t h e  

same  amoun t   of  t e t r a h y d r o f u r a n   can  be  u s e d .  



In  a  s i m i l a r   m a n n e r   295  g  of  h e x a f l u o r o p r o p e n e   u s e d  

g i v i n g   206  g  (82  %  y i e l d )   of  2 , 3 , 3 , 3 - t e t r a f l u o r o -  

p r o p i o n i t r i l e .  

In  a  2  L - f l a s k   a  s o l u t i o n   of  120  g  (3  mol )   of  s o d i u m   h y -  

d r o x i d e   in  1  o f   e t h a n o l   was  p laced  and  127  g  (   1mol)  o f  

2 , 3 , 3 , 3 - t e t r a f l u o r o p r o p i o n i t r i l e   was  a d d e d   d r o p w i s e   a t  

room  t e m p e r a t u r e   and  s t i r r e d   f o r   1  h r .   From  t h e   r e a c t i o n  

m i x t u r e   500  ml  of  e t h a n o l   d i s t i l l e d   o u t   and  t h e   r e s i d u e  

was  p o u r e d   i n t o   1 l   of  w a t e r .   The  o i l y  m a t e r i a l   was  e x t r a c t e d  

w i t h   c h l o r o f o r m ,   w a s h e d   w i t h   w a t e r   5  t i m e s ,   and  d r i e d   o v e r  

c a l c i u m   c h l o r i d e .  

To  t h e   e x t r a c t   t h u s   o b t a i n e d   80  ml  of  c o n c .   h y d r o -  

c h l o r i c   a c i d   was  a d d e d   and  t h e   m i x t u r e   was  s t i r r e d   at  room 

t e m p e r a t u r e   f o r   l h .   A f t e r   n e u t r a l i z a t i o n   w i t h   a  s a t u r a t e d  

a q u e o u s   s o l u t i o n   of  s o d i u m   b i c a r b o n a t e ,   an  o i l y   l a y e r   w a s  

s e p a r a t e d ,   w a s h e d   w i t h   w a t e r   and  d r i e d   o v e r   m a g n e s i u m  

s u l f a t e .   On  r e m o v i n g   c h l o r o f o r m   79  g  (60  %)  of  e t h y l  

@ - f l u o r o - @ - c y a n o a c e t a t e   and  46  g  (26 %)  of  e t h y l   f l u o r o -  

m a l o n a t e   were   d i s t i l l e d   o u t   a t   1 7 4 - 1 7 5   °C  and  2 0 8 - 2 1 0   °C ,  

r e s p e c t i v e l y .   The  p r o d u c t ,   t h a t   i s ,   e t h y l   @ - f l u o r o - @ - c y a n o -  

a c e t a t e   showed  t he   f o l l o w i n g   p r o p e r t i e s :  

I R ( n e a t ) :   2260  (CN),  1 7 8 0 , 1 7 6 0   cm-1  ( E s t e r )  

19F  N M R ( C H C l 3 )   δ 1 1 4 . 0   (d)  ( J H F = 4 5 . 5   Hz)  

1H  N M R ( C D C l 3 ) :  δ   5 . 4 7   (d)  ( J H F = 4 7 . 4   H z ) ,   4 . 3 0 ( q ) ,  

1 . 30   ( t )  

MS  ( m / e ) :   131  (M+) 



E x a m p l e   1 

I n t o   a  m i x t u r e   of  290  mg  (5  mmol)  of  s p r a y - d r i e d  

p o t a s s i u m   f l u o r i d e   and  10  ml  of  s u l f o l a n e ,   2 . 6 5   g  (20  mmol )  

of  e t h y l   @ - f l u o r o - @ - c y a n o   a c e t a t e   as  o b t a i n e d   above  was  added  

dropwise  at  room  t e m p e r a t u r e .   Af ter   a g i t a t i o n   of  the  mix ture   for   10 

m i n u t e s ,  2 . 9 2  g   (20  mmol)  of  b e n z a l   a c e t o n e   was  a d d e d   d r o p -  

w i s e   u n d e r   i c e   c o o l i n g   to  t he   r e a c t i o n   s o l u t i o n ,  

t h e n   s t i r r e d   f o r   10  m i n u t e s   a t   0  to  5  °C.  T h e r e a f t e r ,  

a  s a t u r a t e d   ammonium  c h l o r i d e   s o l u t i o n   was  a d d e d   to   t h e  

m i x t u r e ,   an  o i l y   m a t e r i a l   was  e x t r a c t e d   w i t h   e t h e r   a n d  

d r i e d   o v e r   m a g n e s i u m   s u l f a t e .   A f t e r   t he   e t h e r   was  d i s -  

t i l l e d   o u t   4 .7   g  of  a  M i c h a e l   a d d u c t   of  b . p .   141  to   1 4 2  

°C/2  mmHg  was  o b t a i n e d   in  a  y i e l d   of  85 %  by  a  d e s t i l l a t i o n  

u n d e r   r e d u c e d   p r e s s u r e .   T h i s   p r o d u c t   showed   t h e   f o l l o w i n g  

a n a l y t i c a l   p r o p e r t i e s :  

IR  ( n e a t ) :   2260  (CN),  1715  (CO),  1770  cm 1   ( E s t e r )  

19F  NMR  ( C C l 4 ) :  δ   78 .9   (d,  J H F = 2 2 . 0   Hz ) ,   81 .4   (d,  JHF 

= 2 2 . 9  H z )  

1H  NMR  ( C C l 4 ) :   δ  1 . 0 0 - 1 . 3 0   ( 2 t ) ,   2 . 00   ( s ) ,   3 . 0 5   t o  

3 .21   ( 2 d ) ,   3 . 8 0 - 4 . 3 2   (2q+m) ,   7 . 2 2 -  

7 .48   (m) 

MS  ( m / e ) :   277  (M+) 

E x a m p l e   2 

I n t o   a  m i x t u r e   of  290  mg  (5  mmol)  of  s p r a y - d r i e d  

p o t a s s i u m   f l u o r i d e   and  10  ml  of  s u l f o l a n e ,   2 . 65   g  (20  mmol)  



of  e t h y l   @ - f l u o r o - @ - c y a n o a c e t a t e   was  a d d e d   d r o p w i s e   a t  

room  t e m p e r a t u r e .   A f t e r   a g i t a t i o n   f o r   10  m i n u t e s   a t   0  t o  

5°C,  3 .25   g  (20  mmol)  of  m e t h y l   c i n n a m a t e   was  a d d e d   d r o p -  

w i s e   u n d e r   i c e   c o o l i n g   to   t h e   r e a c t i o n   m i x t u r e   and  t h e s e  

we re   r e a c t e d   f o r   15  h o u r s   a t   room  t e m p e r a t u r e .   T h e n ,   t h e  

r e a c t i o n   m i x t u r e   was  t r e a t e d   s i m i l a r l y   to  E x a m p l e   1  t o  

p r o v i d e   4 .8  g  of  a  M i c h a e l   a d d u c t   of  b . p .   1 3 4 - 1 3 5   °C/3   mmHg 

in  a  y i e l d   of  83 %  t h r o u g h   a  r e d u c e d - p r e s s u r e   d i s t i l l a t i o n .  

T h i s   p r o d u c t   had  t h e   f o l l o w i n g   p r o p e r t i e s :  

IR  ( n e a t ) :   2260  (CN),   1 7 7 0 ,   1745  c m  -1  ( E s t e r )  

19F  NMR  ( C C 1 4 ) :   6  7 9 . 5   (d,   J H F = 2 0 . 7   H z ) ,  

8 3 . 5   (d ,   J H F = 2 3 . 5   Hz )  

MS  ( m / e ) :   293  (M+) 



1.  @ - s u b s t i t u t e d - @ - f l u o r o - @ - c y a n o a c e t i c   a c i d s   a n d  

t h e i r   d e r i v a t i v e s   t h a t   a r e   e x p r e s s e d   by  t h e   g e n e r a l   f o r -  

m u l a :  

w h e r e i n   R  is   an  a l i p h a t i c   or  a r o m a t i c   h y d r o c a r b o n   g r o u p  

or  h y d r o g e n   or  a l k a l i   m e t a l   a t o m ,   and  R'  i s   a  g r o u p   a s  
d e r i v e d   from  an  u n s a t u r a t e d   compound   e x p r e s s e d   by  t h e  

f o l l o w i n g   g e n e r a l   f o r m u l a :  

w h e r e i n   R"  i s   a  h y d r o g e n   a tom  or  a l i p h a t i c   g r o u p   and  Y  i s  

a  h i g h l y   e l e c t r o n e g a t i v e   g r o u p   w i t h   or   w i t h o u t   f o r m a t i o n  

of  a  r i n g   by  b o n d i n g   to   a  c a r b o n   a tom  t o   w h i c h   t h e   g r o u p  
R"  i s   b o n d e d .  

2.  The  @-  s u b s t i t u t e d - @  -   f l u o r o - @ -   c y a n o a c e t i c   a c i d s  

and  t h e i r   d e r i v a t i v e s   as  c l a i m e d   in  c l a i m   1,  c  h  a  r  a  c -  

t  e  r  i  z e d   in  t h a t   R  i s   an  a l k y l   or   a l k e n y l   g r o u p  

h a v i n g   up  to  10  c a r b o n   a t o m s ,   or  an  a r y l   g r o u p .  

3.  The  d -   s u b s t i t u t e d - @ - f l u o r o - @ -   c y a n o a c e t i c   a c i d s  

and  t h e i r   d e r i v a t i v e s   as  c l a i m e d   in  c l a i m   1,  c  h  a  r  a  c -  

t  e  r  i  z e d   in  t h a t   t h e   g r o u p   Y  i s   an  a l k y l c a r b o n y l  

or  a l k o x y c a r b o n y l   or  c y a n o   g r o u p   b o n d e d   to   a  c a r b o n   a t o m  

c o m p r i s i n g   the   u n s a t u r a t e d   c a r b o n - c a r b o n   b o n d .  
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