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@ Analytical apparatus.

@The instant invention relates to a mass spectometer
having an inlet leak (7) and a flow-by sampling arrangement.
In accordance with the invention, aerosols and solid impuri-
ties are removed from the sample by packing a portion of the
flow-by tubing (1) prior to the inlet capitlaries (4) or the inlet
leak (7) of the mass spectrometer with a packing material
coated with a suitable nonvolatile liquid (9). The packing
must have the spaces between the particles thereof small
enough to remove fine particles while still permitting
adequate flow. With this apparatus the solids are collected
by sirrple filtration through the packing material while the
aerosols flowing into the packing are partitioned into the
nonvoiatile liquid coating the particles and are released &t a
later time into the sampie stream as a vapor or gas.
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