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©  Packaging  boxes  or  cartons. 
A  packaging  box  of  plastics  material  comprises  a  hollow 

base  part  (1),  which  has  article  receiving  pockets  (4)  and  a 
hollow  lid  (2)  which  has  a  substantially  flat  top  portion  (13) 
and  side  and  end  walls  (14,  15)  and  which  is  fastened  in  its 
closed  position  by  press-stud  fastening  means  (19,  20). 
When  two  or  more  similar  such  boxes  are  stacked  one  upon 
the  other  in  aligned  relation,  at  least  part  of  the  bottom  wall 
portions  (11)  of  the  pockets  of  the  upper  box  rest  on  the 
corner  (76)  formed  between  the  top  portion  (13)  and  the  side 
and  end  walls  (14,15)  of  the  lid  of  the  lower  box.  Lugs  (17)  on 
the  lid  of  the  lower  box  engage  peripheral  walls  of  the  base 
part  of  the  upper  box  to  locate  the  boxes  in  alignment. 



The  p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n   r e l a t e s   to  t h e   p a c k a -  

g i n g   of  e g g s ,   f r u i t   and  o t h e r   a r t i c l e s   and ,   m o r e .  

p a r t i c u l a r l y ,   to   p a c k a g i n g   b o x e s   or  c a r t o n s   of  t h e  

t y p e   c o m p r i s i n g   a  h o l l o w   b a s e   p a r t ,   w h i c h   may  b e  

f o r m e d   w i t h   one  or  more  c o m p a r t m e n t s   or  a r t i c l e  

r e c e i v i n g   p o c k e t s   f o r   c o n t a i n i n g   i n d i v i d u a l   a r t i c l e s ,  

and  a  h o l l o w   c o v e r   p a r t   or  l i d   w h i c h   i s   f a s t e n e d  

o v e r   t h e   open  t o p   of  t h e   b a s e   p a r t   to   c l o s e   t h e  

l a t t e r .   The  b a s e   p a r t   may  be  m o u l d e d   f rom  f i b r e  

p u l p   or  p l a s t i c s   m a t e r i a l   w h i l s t   t h e   l i d   may  b e  

m o u l d e d   f rom  p l a s t i c s   m a t e r i a l   or  c a r d b o a r d .   F o r  

e x a m p l e ,   t h e   b a s e   p a r t   and  l i d   may  c o n v e n i e n t l y  

be  t h e r m o f o r m e d   f rom  s h e e t   p l a s t i c s   m a t e r i a l   a s  

a  one  or  t w o - p i e c e   m o u l d i n g .  

D i s p o s a b l e   p a c k a g i n g   b o x e s ,   f o r   e x a m p l e ,  

m o u l d e d   f rom  t h i n   p l a s t i c s   s h e e t   m a t e r i a l   n o r m a l l y  

h a v e   i n t r i c a t e l y   p r o f i l e d   h o l l o w   l i d s   in  o r d e r   t o  

p r o v i d e   t h e   l i d s   w i t h   s u f f i c i e n t   s t r e n g t h   and  r i g i d i t y  

to   p r e v e n t   them  c o l l a p s i n g   u n d e r   l o a d ,   w i t h   c o n s e -  

q u e n t   damage   to   t h e   c o n t e n t s ,   s u c h   as  when  t h e   b o x e s  

a r e   s t a c k e d   d u r i n g   t r a n s i t   and  f o r   t h e   p u r p o s e s  
of  r e t a i l   d i s p l a y .   One  e x a m p l e   of  t h i s   t y p e   o f  

box  i s   d e s c r i b e d   in  our   p a t e n t   s p e c i f i c a t i o n   GB-  

B - 2 0 1 9 8 1 5 .   The  l i d s   of  s u c h   b o x e s   have   u n s u f f i c i e n t  

f l a t   s p a c e s   or  a r e a s   on  w h i c h   may  be  p r i n t e d   o r  

o t h e r w i s e   r e p r o d u c e d   a d v e r t i s i n g   m a t t e r ,   d e c o r a t i v e  

m a t e r i a l ,   i d e n t i f i c a t i o n   c o d e s   and  o t h e r   i n f o r m a t i o n  

and  m a t e r i a l   r e q u i r e d   by  s u p p l i e r s .   H o l l o w   l i d s  

may  be  p r o d u c e d   w i t h   f l a t   t o p s   and  p e r i p h e r a l   w a l l s  

f o r   t h e   p r e s e n t a t i o n   of  p r i n t e d   i n f o r m a t i o n ,   b u t  



to   a c h i e v e   t h e   r e q u i r e d   s t r e n g t h   and  r i g i d i t y   t h e  

p l a s t i c s   s h e e t   m a t e r i a l   mus t   be  of  s u c h   a  t h i c k n e s s  

as  no t   t o  b e   a  c o m m e r c i a l l y   v i a b l e   p r o p o s i t i o n   f o r  

a  d i s p o s a b l e   p a c k a g e .  

With  a  v i e w   t o   o v e r c o m i n g   t h e   p r o b l e m s   o f  

l a c k   of  s t r e n g t h   and  p r i n t i n g   s p a c e   on  b o x e s  m o u l d e d  

w h o l l y   f rom  p l a s t i c s   s h e e t   m a t e r i a l ,   d i s p o s a b l e  

p a c k a g i n g   b o x e s   h a v e   b e e n   d e v e l o p e d   in  w h i c h   a  h o l l o w  

m o u l d e d   b a s e   p a r t   i s   c l o s e d   by  a  s e p a r a t e   c a r d b o a r d  

l i d .   E x a m p l e s   of  t h i s   t y p e   of  p a c k a g i n g   box  a r e  

d e s c r i b e d   in  p a t e n t   s p e c i f i c a t i o n s   G B - A - 1 0 0 8 4 8 1 ,  

2110649   and  2 1 1 5 7 8 9 .   When  t h e   b a s e   p a r t   i s   of  s i m i l a r  

or  g r e a t e r   h e i g h t   t h a n   i t s   c o n t e n t s ,   i t   may  be  c l o s e d  

by  a  c a r d b o a r d   l i d   d i s p o s e d   g e n e r a l l y   f l u s h   w i t h  

t h e   r im  of  t h e   b a s e  p a r t ,   a n d   when  t h e   b a s e   p a r t  

i s   of  l e s s e r   h e i g h t   t h a n   i t s   c o n t e n t s ,   i t   may  b e  

c l o s e d   by  a  p r e f o r m e d   h o l l o w   c a r d b o a r d   l i d ,   t h e  

f r e e   e d g e s   of  w h i c h   may  be  d i s p o s e d   w i t h i n   t he   r i m  

of  t h e   b a s e   p a r t   and  be  s u p p o r t e d   on  a  r e b a t e   o r  

l e d g e s   on  t h e   i n s i d e s   of  t h e   r im  or  p e r i p h e r a l   w a l l s  

of  t h e   b a s e   p a r t .   Such   c o m b i n a t i o n s   a r e   p a r t i c u l a r l y  

a t t r a c t i v e   c o n s t r u c t i o n s   f o r   p a c k a g i n g   e g g s   a n d  

o t h e r   s i m i l a r   f o o d   i t e m s   in  t h a t   t h e y   p r o v i d e   f o r  

r e a d y   f o r m i n g   of  t h e   i n t r i c a t e   b a s e   p a r t ,   w i t h   i t s  

a r t i c l e   r e c e i v i n g   p o c k e t s ,   and  v i s u a l   i n s p e c t i o n  

of  t h e   c o n t e n t s ,   w h i l s t   l e n d i n g   t h e m s e l v e s   to  p r i n t i n g  

t h e   l i d   w i t h   t h e   r e q u i r e d   a d v e r t i s i n g   m a t t e r   a n d  

o t h e r   i n f o r m a t i o n .   H o w e v e r ,   known  b o x e s   of  t h i s  

t y p e   p r e s e n t   p r o b l e m s   w i t h   r e g a r d   to   u se   With  a u t o -  

m a t i c   m a c h i n e r y   f o r   p a c k i n g   and  c l o s i n g   t h e   b o x e s  



and  t e n d   to   be  more  c o s t l y   t h a n   d i s p o s a b l e   p u l p  

or  p l a s t i c s   b o x e s   b e c a u s e   of  t h e   t h i c k e r   g a u g e   m a t -  

e r i a l s   r e q u i r e d   in  t h e i r   m a n u f a c t u r e .  

I t   i s   an  o b j e c t   of  t h e   p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n  

to   a l l e v i a t e   t h e   d i s a d v a n t a g e s   e x p e r i e n c e d   w i t h  

h i t h e r t o   known  p a c k a g i n g   b o x e s   of  t h e   t y p e s   d e s c r i b e d  

a b o v e   and  to   p r o v i d e   a  nove l   c o n s t r u c t i o n   of  d i s -  

p o s a b l e   p a c k a g i n g   box  or  c a r t o n   in  w h i c h   t h e   1 i d  

may  be  m o u l d e d   f rom  t h i n   p l a s t i c s   or  o t h e r   s h e e t  

m a t e r i a l .   O t h e r   o b j e c t s   a r e   to   p r o v i d e   s u c h  a   p a c k -  

a g i n g   box  or  c a r t o n   in   w h i c h   t h e   l i d   a s s e m b l y   h a s  

s i g n i f i c a n t   f l a t   s p a c e s   or  a r e a s   f o r   t h e   d i s p l a y  

of  a d v e r t i s i n g   m a t t e r   and  o t h e r   i n f o r m a t i o n   a n d  

w h i c h   i s   a d a p t e d   f o r   e a s e   of  p a c k i n g   and  c l o s i n g  

by  a u t o m a t i c   m a c h i n e r y .  

A c c o r d i n g l y ,   t h e   p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n   c o n s i s t s  

in  a  p a c k a g i n g   box  or  c a r t o n   in  w h i c h   a  h o l l o w   b a s e  

p a r t   i s   c l o s e d   by  a  h o l l o w   l i d   f a s t e n e d   o v e r   t h e  

open   t o p   of  t h e   b a s e   p a r t   and  c o m p r i s i n g   a  s u b s t a n -  

t i a l l y   f l a t   or  p l a n a r   t o p   p o r t i o n   and  a  p e r i p h e r a l  

w a l l   p o r t i o n   d e p e n d i n g   f rom  t h e   edge   of  t h e   t o p  

p o r t i o n   and  f o r m i n g   a  c o r n e r   t h e r e w i t h ,   c h a r a c t e r i s e d  

by  means   f o r   l o c a t i n g   t h e   box  or  c a r t o n   i n   a l i g n e d  

r e l a t i o n   w i t h   a  s i m i l a r   box  w i t h   w h i c h   i t   i s   s t a c k e d ,  

and  one  or  more  b o t t o m   w a l l   p o r t i o n s   on  t h e   b a s e  

p a r t   w h i c h ,   when  t h e   box  i s   s t a c k e d   upon   a  S i m i l a r  

box  in  a l i g n e d   r e l a t i o n ,   r e s t   on  t h e   c o r n e r   of   t h e  

h o l l o w   l i d   of  t h e   l a t t e r .  

The  i n v e n t i o n   e n a b l e s   t h e   l i d   to   be  t h e r m o -  

f o r m e d   as  a  l o w - c o s t   m o u l d i n g   of  t h i n   p l a s t i c s   s h e e t  



m a t e r i a l   e i t h e r   s e p a r a t e l y   or  in  one  p i e c e   w i t h  

a  s i m i l a r   m o u l d e d   b a s e   p a r t .   The  c o r n e r   of  t h e  

l i d   of  t h e   c l o s e d   box  p r o v i d e s   s t r o n g   s u p p o r t   f o r  

a  s i m i l a r   a r t i c l e   f i l l e d   c l o s e d   box  s t a c k e d   on  t o p  

in  a l i g n e d   r e l a t i o n   t h e r e w i t h .   P r e f e r a b l y ,   t h e  

p e r i p h e r a l   w a l l   p o r t i o n   or  p o r t i o n s   of  t h e   l i d   a r e  

p r o v i d e d   w i t h   one  or   more   h o l l o w   v e r t i c a l   r i b s   o r  

p i l a s t e r   r i b s   m o u l d e d   on  t h e   o u t s i d e   or  i n s i d e   s u r -  

f a c e s   of  t h e   w a l l   p o r t i o n ( s )   so  as  to   p r o v i d e   a d d i t i o n a l  

r e i n f o r c e m e n t ,   r i g i d i t y   and  v e r t i c a l   s t r e n g t h   t o  

t h e   w a l l   p o r t i o n ( s )   of   t h e   l i d ,   t h e   s a i d   r i b s   o r  

p i l a s t e r   r i b s   p r e f e r a b l y   e x t e n d i n g   f r o m   t h e   t o p  

of  t h e   l i d   to   t h e   r i m   w h e r e   s a i d   r i b s   or   p i l a s t e r  

r i b s   may  r e s t   t h e i r   b o t t o m   p a r t s   upon  U p w a r d l y   f a c i n g  

o u t e r   s u r f a c e   p a r t s   of  t h e   b a s e   p a r t .   A d v a n t a g e o u s l y ,  

t h e   p e r i p h e r a l   b o t t o m   p o r t i o n s   of  a  c l o s e d   box  May 

r e s t   d i r e c t l y   on  t h e   t o p   p o r t i o n s   of  t h e   or  e a c h  

r i b   or  p i l a s t e r   r i b   w h i c h   a b u t   t h e   t o p   of  t h e   l i d  

of  a  box  upon  w h i c h   t h e   u p p e r   box  r e s t s .  

In  one  e m b o d i m e n t   of  t h e   i n v e n t i o n ,   w h i c h  

i s   p a r t i c u l a r l y   s u i t a b l e   as  an  e g g b o x ,   t h e   h o l l o w  

b a s e   p a r t   c o m p r i s e s   a  p l u r a l t i y   of  a r t i c l e   r e c e i v i n g  

p o c k e t s   and  at   l e a s t   p a r t   of  t h e   or  e a c h   b o t t o m  

w a l l   p o r t i o n   of  one  or  more  of  t h e   p o c k e t s   a d j a c e n t  

t h e   p e r i p h e r y   of  t h e   b a s e   p a r t   i s   a r r a n g e d   t o   r e s t  

on  t h e   c o r n e r   of  t h e   h o l l o w   l i d   of  a  s i m i l a r   b o x  

upon  w h i c h   t h e   box  i s   s t a c k e d   in  a l i g n e d   r e l a t i o n .  

The  l o c a t i n g   means   may  c o m p r i s e   one  or  m o r e  

h o l l o w   l u g s   or  r i b s   p r o j e c t i n g   u p w a r d l y   f rom  t h e  

t o p   p o r t i o n   of  t h e   l i d   and  a r r a n g e d   t o   e n g a g e   w i t h  



a  c o o p e r a t i n g   p e r i p h e r a l   w a l l   p o r t i o n   of  t h e   b a s e  

p a r t   or  an  a r t i c l e   r e c e i v i n g   p o c k e t   of  a  s i m i l a r  

box  s t a c k e d   t h e r e u p o n .   In  t h i s   e v e n t ,   one  or  m o r e  

g r o o v e s   or  r e c e s s e s   e x t e n d i n g   u p w a r d l y   f rom  t h e  

b o t t o m   w a l l   p o r t i o n ( s )   of  t h e   b a s e   p a r t   or  t h e   a r t i c l e  

r e c e i v i n g   p o c k e t s   t h e r e o f   may  be  f o r m e d   in  t h e   p e r i p h -  

e r a l   w a l l   p o r t i o n ( s )   of  t h e   b a s e   p a r t   or  p o c k e t s  

f o r   c o o p e r a t i o n   w i t h   t h e   u p w a r d l y   p r o j e c t i n g   l u g s  

or  r i b s   on  t h e   l i d   of  a  s i m i l a r   box .   A l t e r n a t i v e l y ,  

t h e   l o c a t i n g   means   c o m p r i s e s   one  or  more  h o l l o w  

l u g s   p r o j e c t i n g   d o w n w a r d l y   f rom  t h e   b o t t o m   w a l l  

p o r t i o n ( s )   of  t h e   b a s e   p a r t   or  t h e   a r t i c l e   r e c e i v i n g  

p o c k e t s   t h e r e o f   a d j a c e n t   t h e   p e r i p h e r y   of  t h e   b a s e  

p a r t   and  a r r a n g e d   to   e n g a g e   o u t w a r d l y   f a c i n g   p a r t s  
of  t h e   p e r i p h e r a l   w a l l   p o r t i o n   of  t h e   l i d   of  a  s i m l a r  

box  upon   w h i c h   i t   i s   s t a c k e d .   In  t h e   l a t t e r   e v e n t ,  

t h e   l i d   may  h a v e   one  or  more  g r o o v e s   or  r e c e s s e s  

in  i t s   p e r i p h e r a l   w a l l   p o r t i o n   and  e x t e n d i n g   d o w n w a r d l y  

f rom  t h e   t o p   p o r t i o n   of  t h e   l i d   f o r   c o o p e r a t i n g  
w i t h   d o w n w a r d l y   p r o j e c t i n g   l o c a t i n g   l u g s   or  r i b s  

on  t h e   b a s e   p a r t   of  a  s i m i l a r   b o x .  

A  p r e f e r r e d   f o r m   of  t h e   i n v e n t i o n   c o m p r i s e s  

a  p a c k a g i n g   box  or  c a r t o n   f o r   e g g s   w h i c h   i s   of  r e c t a n -  

g u l a r   s h a p e   in  p l a n   and  i s   m o u l d e d   as  a  o n e - p i e c e  

m o u l d i n g   of  t h i n   t r a n s p a r e n t   p l a s t i c s   s h e e t   m a t e r i a l .  

The  h o l l o w   m o u l d e d   b a s e   p a r t   i s   p r o v i d e d   w i t h   t w o  

or  more   l o n g i t u d i n a l   rows  of  egg  r e c e i v i n g   p o c k e t s  

and  i s   h i n g e d l y   c o n n e c t e d   to   and  c l o s e d   by  a  h o l l o w  

l i d   w h i c h   i s   f a s t e n e d   o v e r   t h e   open  t o p   of  t h e   b a s e  

p a r t .   The  l i d   a d v a n t a g e o u s l y   c o m p r i s e s   a  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  



f l a t   or  p l a n a r   t o p   p o r t i o n   and  a t   l e a s t   one  s u b s t a n -  

t i a l l y   f l a t   or  p l a n a r   p e r i p h e r a l   w a l l   p o r t i o n   d e p e n -  

d i n g   f rom  t h e   t o p   p o r t i o n   so  as  to   e n a b l e   s u b s t a n i a l  

p r i n t e d   m e a n s ,   s u c h   a s ,   p r i n t e d   a d h e s i v e l y   c o a t e d  

l a b e l s   or  b l a n k s   of  p a p e r   or  c a r d b o a r d   to   be  a p p l i e d ,  

in   t h e   m a n n e r   d e s c r i b e d   in  E P - A - 0 1 1 9 0 4 3 ,   to   t h e   i n s i d e  

a n d / o r   o u t s i d e   s u r f a c e s   of  t h e   l i d   so  t h a t   r e l e v a n t  

a d v e r t i s i n g   m a t t e r ,   b r a n d   names   and  o t h e r   i n f o r m a -  

t i o n   may  be  s e e n   c l e a r l y   on  e i t h e r   or  b o t h   t h e   t o p  

p o r t i o n   and  t h e   p e r i p h e r a l   w a l l   p o r t i o n   of  t h e   l i d .  

Such  a  b o x   or  c a r t o n   i s   a d a p t e d   f o r   e a s e   of  p a c k i n g  

and  c l o s i n g   by  a u t o m a t i c   m a c h i n e r y .   The  b a s e   p a r t  

and  l i d   may  h a v e   t h e i r   r i m s   o p p o s i t e   t h e   h i n g e   f o r m e d  

w i t h   f a s t e n i n g   m e a n s ,   t y p i c a l l y ,   p r e s s - s t u d   t y p e  

f a s t e n i n g   d e v i c e s ,   f o r   f a s t e n i n g   t h e   t w o  p a r t s   t o g e -  

t h e r   in   t h e i r   c l o s e d   p o s i t i o n s .  

I n  o n e   c o n s t r u c t i o n ,   p o s t s   may  be  f o r m e d  

b e t w e e n   rows   of  a r t i c l e   r e c e i v i n g   p o c k e t s   of  t h e  

b a s e   p a r t   and  p r o j e c t   u p w a r d l y   a b o v e   t h e   r im  o f  

t h e   b a s e   p a r t   to   p r o v i d e   a d d i t i o n a l   s u p p o r t   f o r  

t h e   c e n t r a l   p a r t s   of  t h e   t o p   of  t h e   l i d   a s s e m b l y .  

In  a n o t h e r   c o n s t r u c t i o n   f o r   p r o v i d i n g   c e n t r a l   S u p p o r t  

f o r   t h e   l i d   a s s e m b l y ,   t h e   f l a t   t o p   of  t h e   l i d   i s  

m o u l d e d   w i t h   h o l l o w   p o s t s   w h i c h   d e p e n d   d o w n w a r d l y  

w i t h i n   t h e   l i d   and  e n g a g e   w i t h   t h e   t o p s   of  p o s t s  

u p s t a n d i n g   f rom  t h e   b a s e   p a r t   b e t w e e n   t h e   rows  o f  

a r t i c l e   r e c e i v i n g   p o c k e t s .   The  a d j a c e n t   e n d s   o f  

t h e   p o s t s   of  t h e   l i d   and  b a s e   p a r t   may  s i m p l y   r e s t  

one  on  t h e   o t h e r   o r ,   a l t e r n a t i v e l y ,   t h e   end  of  o n e  

p o s t   may  i n t e r e n g a g e   w i t h   a  r e c e s s   or  o p e n i n g   i n  



t h e   t o p   of  t h e   c o o p e r a t i n g   p o s t   so  as  to   r e s t r a i n  

l a t e r a l   m o v e m e n t   of  t h e   l i d   r e l a t i v e l y   to  t h e   b a s e  

p a r t .  

In  o r d e r   t h a t   t h e   p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n   may  
be  more  r e a d i l y   u n d e r s t o o d ,   r e f e r e n c e   w i l l   now  b e  

m a d e  t o  t h e   a c c o m p a n y i n g   d r a w i n g s   in  w h i c h : -  

F i g u r e   1  i s   a  p e r s p e c t i v e   v i ew   of  one  e m b o d i -  

ment   of  e g g b o x   c o n s t r u c t e d   in  a c c o r d a n c e   w i t h   t h e  

i n v e n t i o n ,  

F i g u r e   2  i s   a  s e c t i o n   t a k e n   a l o n g   t h e   l i n e  

I I - I I   of  F i g u r e   1 ,  

F i g u r e   3  i s   an  end  v i ew  of  t h e   e g g b o x   o f  

F i g u r e   1,  i l l u s t r a t i n g   t he   e g g b o x   in  i t s   f u l l y   o p e n  

p o s i t i o n   and  w i t h   a  s m a l l   p a r t   of  t h e   l i d   a s s e m b l y  

p a r t i a l l y   b o k e n   away  to   i l l u s t r a t e   d e t a i l s   of  t h e  

s t u d   c l o s u r e   m e a n s ,  

F i g u r e   4  i s   a  p e r s p e c t i v e   v i e w   o f  a   s e c o n d  

e m b o d i m e n t   of  e g g b o x   a c c o r d i n g   to   t h e   i n v e n t i o n ,  

F i g u r e   5  i s   a  p e r s p e c t i v e   v i e w   of  a  t h i r d  

e m b o d i m e n t ,  

F i g u r e   6  i s   a  p e r s p e c t i v e   v i e w   of  a  f o u r t h  

e m b o d i m e n t ,  

F i g u r e   7  i s   a  s e c t i o n   t a k e n   a l o n g   t h e   l i n e  

I I I - I I I   of  F i g u r e   6  s h o w i n g   two  s u c h   e g g b o x e s   S t a c k e d  

one  upon  t h e   o t h e r ,   a n d  

F i g u r e   8  i s   an  e x p l o d e d   p e r s p e c t i v e   v i e w  

of  a  f i f t h   e m b o d i m e n t   of  t he   i n v e n t i o n   w h e r e i n   t h e  

l i d   and  b a s e   p a r t   a r e   s e p a r a t e .  

R e f e r r i n g   to   F i g u r e s   1,  2  and  3  of  t h e   d r a w i n g s ,  

t h e   e g g b o x   i s   a  o n e - p i e c e   m o u l d i n g   of  t r a n s p a r e n t  



p l a s t i c s   s h e e t   m a t e r i a l .   For  e x a m p l e ,   c o n v e n i e n t l y ,  

i t   i s   f l u i d   p r e s s u r e   f o r m e d   or  v a c u u m   f o r m e d   f r o m  

h i g h   i m p a c t   p o l y s t y r e n e   s h e e t   m a t e r i a l .   I t   c o m p r i s e s  

a  h o l l o w   b a s e   p a r t   1  and  h o l l o w   l i d   2  b o t h   of  g e n e -  

r a l l y   r e c t a n g u l a r   s h a p e   in  p l a n   and  j o i n e d   t o g e t h e r  

a l o n g   m u t u a l l y   a d j a c e n t   l o n g i t u d i n a l   r i m s   by  a n  

i n t e g r a l   web  p o r t i o n   3  s e r v i n g   as  a  h i n g e   a b o u t  

w h i c h   t h e   l i d   2  may  be  f o l d e d   o v e r   t h e   b a s e   p a r t  

1.  In  a  p r e f e r r e d   fo rm  of  p a c k a g e   f o r   e g g s ,   t h e  

p a c k a g e   c o m p r i s e s   two  such   b o x e s   f o r m e d   as  an  i n t e g r a l  

u n i t   and  j o i n e d   t o g e t h e r   a t   m u t u a l l y   a d j a c e n t   e n d s  

of  t h e   b a s e   p a r t s   and  l i d s   by  s m a l l   s p a c e d   p l a s t i c s  

webs  ( n o t   shown)   w h i c h   p r o v i d e   a  l i n e   of  w e a k n e s s  

a l o n g   w h i c h   t h e   p a c k a g e   can  be  r e a d i l y   s p l i t   i n t o  

i t s   two  c o m p o n e n t   b o x e s   e a c h   c o n t a i n i n g ,   f o r   e x a m p l e s -  

s i x   e g g s .   The  two  c o m p o n e n t   b o x e s   a r e   m i r r o r   i m a g e s  

of  one  a n o t h e r   and  t h e r e f o r e   o n l y   one  box  i s   i l l u -  

s t r a t e d   and  w i l l   be  d e s c r i b e d   in   d e t a i l .  

The  b a s e   p a r t   1  c o m p r i s e s   s i x   egg   r e c e i v i n g  

p o c k e t s   4  d i s p o s e d   in   two  m u t u a l l y   p a r a l l e l   r o w s  

e x t e n d i n g   l o n g i t u d i n a l l y   of  t h e   b a s e   p a r t ,   t h a t  

i s   p a r a l l e l   to   t h e   a x i s   of  t h e   h i n g e   f o r m e d   by  t h e  

web  p o r t i o n   3,  w i t h   t h e   p o c k e t s   of  t h e   two  r o w s  

a r r a n g e d   s i d e - b y - s i d e .   The  p o c k e t s   4  a r e   d e f i n e d  

by  p r o f i l e d   or   s c u l p t u r e d   p e r i p h e r a l   w a l l s  5   o f  

t h e   b a s e   p a r t ,   h o l l o w   p o s t s   6  m o u l d e d   b e t w e e n   t h e  

p o c k e t s   4  a t   t h e   c e n t r e   of  e a c h   a r r a y   of   f o u r   a d j a c e n t  

p o c k e t s ,   and  h o l l o w   p a r t i t i o n s  7   i n t e r c o n n e c t i n g  

t h e s e   p o s t s   and  t h e   p e r i p h e r a l   w a l l s   of   t h e   b a s e  

p a r t .   The  p e r i p h e r a l   w a l l s   5  of  t h e   b a s e   p a r t   a n d  



t h e   w a l l s   of  t h e   p o s t s   6  and  p a r t i t i o n s   7  a r e   s o  

s h a p e d   t h a t   e a c h   p o c k e t   4  i s   of  a  g e n e r a l l y   c i r c u l a r  

s h a p e   in  s e c t i o n   and  i s   f o r m e d   by  u p p e r   and  l o w e r  

m e r g i n g   c o n i c a l   f r u s t r a   8 , 9 .   The  u p p e r   f r u s t r u m  

8  has   a  n e a r l y   v e r t i c a l   c o n i c a l   w a l l   s t r u c t u r e ,  

i n c l i n e d   o n l y   s l i g h t l y   d o w n w a r d l y   and  i n w a r d l y ,  

w h i l s t   t h e   c o n i c a l   w a l l   of  t h e   l o w e r   f r u s t r u m   9 

has   a  g r e a t e r   i n c l i n a t i o n   t h a n   t h e   u p p e r   f r u s t r u m .  

Formed   on  t h e   l o w e r   e x t e r i o r   of  e a c h   l o w e r   f r u s t r u m  

i s   one  or  more   p r o j e c t i o n s   10  b u l g i n g   o u t w a r d l y  

of  t h e   b a s e   p a r t .   Each   p r o j e c t i o n   10  i s   p r e f e r a b l y  

of  g e n e r a l l y   t r i a n g u l a r   s h a p e   in  p l a n   w i t h   t h e   b r o a d e s t  

p a r t   t h e r e o f   b e i n g   i n t e g r a l   w i t h   and  f o r m i n g   a  c o r n e r  

or  n o s e   of  a  b o t t o m   w a l l   p o r t i o n   11  w h i c h   c l o s e s  

t h e   b o t t o m   of  e a c h   p o c k e t   4.  The  b o t t o m  w a l l   p o r t i o n  

11  may  be  s l i g h t l y   r e c e s s e d   a b o v e   t h e   b o t t o m   o f  

e a c h   p o c k e t   and  s e r v e s   as  a  p r o t e c t i v e   c u s h i o n   f o r  

t h e   b o t t o m   of  an  e g g .  
A  h o r i z o n t a l   s t i f f e n i n g   f l a n g e   12,  w h i c h  

i n t e r c o n n e c t s   w i t h   t h e   u p p e r   e n d s   of  t h e   p o c k e t s ,  

i s   f o r m e d   a b o u t   t h e   r im  of  t h e   b a s e   p a r t .   A l o n g  

t h e   s i d e   c o n n e c t e d   t o   t h e   l i d   2,  t h i s   f l a n g e   i s  

i n t e g r a l   w i t h   t h e   web  p o r t i o n   3  f o r m i n g   t h e   h i n g e .  

The  h o l l o w   p o s t s   6  b e t w e e n   t h e   rows   of  a r t i c l e   r e c e i -  

v i n g   p o c k e t s   4  p r o j e c t   s l i g h t l y   p r o u d   of  t h e   r i m .  

The  h o l l o w   l i d   2  a c c o m m o d a t e s   t h e   u p p e r  
e n d s   of  t h e   e g g s   s e a t e d   in  t h e   p o c k e t s   4  when  i t  

i s   f o l d e d   a b o u t   t h e   web  h i n g e   3  i n t o   an  i n v e r t e d  

c l o s e d   p o s i t i o n   o v e r   t h e   b a s e   p a r t   1,  as  shown  i n  

F i g u r e   2.  The  l i d   2  c o m p r i s e s   a  g e n r a l l y   f l a t   o r  



p l a n a r   r e c t a n g u l a r   t o p   p o r t i o n   13  h a v i n g   s u b s t a n t i a l l y  

f l a t   or   p l a n a r   s i d e   and  end  w a l l   p o r t i o n s   1 4 , 1 5  

m o u l d e d   i n t e g r a l l y   w i t h   t h e   e d g e s   of  t h e   f l a t   t o p  
of  t h e   l i d   and  f o r m i n g   an  a n g l e   or  c o r n e r   76  t h e r e w i t h .  

T h e s e   p e r i p h e r a l   w a l l s   1 4 , 1 5   a r e   i n c l i n e d   s l i g h t l y  

o u t w a r d l y   f rom  t h e   l i d   t o p   13  and  t e r m i n a t e   in  a  

h o r i z o n t a l   e x t e r n a l   s t i f f e n i n g   f l a n g e   16  w h i c h   e x t e n d s  

a b o u t   t h e   r im  of  t h e   l i d   and ,   a l o n g   t h e   s i d e   c o n n e c t e d  

to   t h e   b a s e   p a r t ,   i s   i n t e g r a l   w i t h   t h e   web  h i n g e  

3.  A s  s h o w n   in  F i g u r e s   1  and  3,  a  s e r i e s   of  f o u r  

s h a l l o w   h o l l o w   l u g s   or  b o s s e s   17  a r e   m o u l d e d   o n  

t h e   o u t s i d e   of  t h e   l i d   t o p   13  a t   e a c h   c o r n e r   18 

and  s e r v e   to   e n g a g e   w i t h   o u t w a r d l y   f a c i n g   p o r t i o n s  

of  t h e   b o t t o m   s i d e s   of  t h e   p o c k e t s   o f   a n o t h e r   s i m i l a r  

box  w h i c h   i s   s t a c k e d   on  t h e   l i d   t o p   in  o r d e r   t o  

l o c a t e   a  s t a c k   of  s u c h   b o x e s   in  a l i g n e d   r e l a t i o n  

w i t h   t h e   p o c k e t s   4  p o s i t i o n e d   on  t h e   p e r i p h e r y   o f  

t h e   b a s e   p a r t   and  e a c h   h a v i n g   a t   l e a s t   t h e   p a r t  

of  i t s   b o t t o m   w a l l   p o r t i o n   11  d e f i n e d   by  a  n o s e  

10  p r o j e c t i n g   o v e r   and  r e s t i n g   on  t h e   a n g l e   or  c o r n e r  

76  f o r m e d   by  t h e   t o p   p o r t i o n   13  and  s i d e   and  e n d  

w a l l   p o r t i o n s   1 4 , 1 5   of  t h e   l i d   2  t o   g i v e   i n c r e a s e d  

s t a c k i n g   s t r e n g t h   t o   t h e   b o x e s .  

M o u l d e d   in   t h e   r im   f l a n g e   16,  o p p o s i t e   t h e  

h i n g e   3,  and  t h e   a d j o i n i n g   f r o n t   s i d e   w a l l   14  o f  

t h e   l i d   a r e   s m a l l   d o w n w a r d l y   p r o j e c t i n g   s t u d s   19  

w h i c h ,   when  t h e   l i d   i s   c l o s e d ,   a r e   a r r a n g e d   to   e n g a g e  

in  c o o p e r a t i n g   s l o t - l i k e   c a v i t i e s   20  m o u l d e d   1 n  

t h e   o p p o s i n g   r im  f l a n g e   12  of  t h e   b a s e   p a r t   in  o r d e r  

to   f a s t e n   t h e   two  p a r t s   t o g e t h e r .   The  s l o t - l i k e  



c a v i t i e s   20  may  e x t e n d   t r a n s v e r s e l y   or  p a r a l l e l  

to   t h e   a x i s   of  t h e   h i n g e   3.  The  r e l a t i v e   d i s p o s i t i o n s  

of  t h e   s t u d s   19  and  s l o t - l i k e   c a v i t i e s   20  i s   s u c h  

t h a t   when  t h e   l i d   2  i s   h i n g e d   i n t o   i t s   c l o s e d   p o s i t i o n  

w i t h o u t   any  r e l a t i v e   t r a n s v e r s e   d i s t o r t i o n   of  t h e  

p a r t s   1 ,2   t h e   s t u d s   19  c o i n c i d e   w i t h   t h e   p o r t i o n s  

of  t h e   s l o t - l i k e   c a v i t i e s   20  and  p r e s s u r e   on  t h e  

t o p   of  t h e   l i d   2  e n g a g e s   t h e   s t u d s   in  t h e   c a v i t i e s  

to   f a s t e n   t h e   l i d   in  i t s   c l o s e d   p o s i t i o n .  

The  e m b o d i m e n t   i l l u s t r a t e d   in  F i g u r e   4  p r o v i d e s  

a l t e r n a t i v e   m e a n s   f o r   l o c a t i n g   s t a c k e d   b o x e s   i n  

w h i c h   t h e   h o l l o w   l i d   2  c o m p r i s e s   a  g e n e r a l l y   f l a t  

or  p l a n a r   r e c t a n g u l a r   t o p   p o r t i o n   13  h a v i n g   s u b s t a n -  

t i a l l y   f l a t   or  p l a n a r   s i d e   and  end  w a l l   p o r t i o n s  

1 4 , 1 5   m o u l d e d   i n t e g r a l l y   w i t h   t h e   e d g e   of   t h e   t o p  

p o r t i o n   13  to   f o r m   an  a n g l e   or  c o r n e r   76  t h e r e w i t h .  

The  t o p   p o r t i o n   13  of  t h e   l i d   2  i s   p r o v i d e d   a t   e a c h  

c o r n e r   w i t h   an  i n w a r d l y   p r o j e c t i n g   r e b a t e   or  g r o o v e  
21  of  p r e f e r a b l y   a n g u l a r   c o n f i g u r a t i o n ,   e a c h   g r o o v e  

21  e x t e n d i n g   d o w n w a r d l y   f rom  t h e   e d g e   of  t h e   t o p  

p o r t i o n   13  t o   t h e   f l a n g e   16.  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,   f u r t h e r  

s h o r t e r   r e c e s s e s   or  g r o o v e s   2 2  ,   t h i s   t i m e   of  m o r e  

c u r v e d   s h a p e ,   p r o j e c t   i n w a r d l y   a t   p o s i t i o n s   c e n t r a l l y  

of  t h e   s i d e   w a l l s   13.  Each  s u c h   g r o o v e   22  o r i g i n a t e s  

in  t h e   edge   of  t h e   t o p   p o r t i o n   13  and  e x t e n d s   d o w n -  

w a r d l y   to   t e r m i n a t e ,   in  a  l e d g e ,   a b o v e   t h e   f l a n g e  

16  of  t h e   l i d   2.  The  b a s e   p a r t   1  h a s   one  or  m o r e  

p o c k e t s   4,  e a c h   p r o v i d e d   w i t h   a t   l e a s t   one  l u g   2 3  

p r o j e c t i n g   d o w n w a r d l y   and  o u t w a r d l y   f r o m   o u t e r   f a c i n g  

p a r t s   of  t h e   b o t t o m   w a l l   p o r t i o n   11,  t h e   or  e a c h  



l u g   23  s e r v i n g   to   e n g a g e   w i t h   a  c o r r e s p o n d i n g   g r o o v e  
2 1 , 2 2   of  a n o t h e r   s i m i l a r   box  upon  w h i c h   i t   i s   s t a c k e d  

in  o r d e r   to   l o c a t e   a  s t a c k   of  s u c h   b o x e s   in   a l i g n e d  

r e l a t i o n ,   w i t h   a t   l e a s t   a  p a r t   of  a  b o t t o m   w a l l  

p o r t i o n   11  of  one  or  more  p o c k e t s   r e s t i n g   on  t h e  

a n g l e   or  c o r n e r   76  of  t h e   h o l l o w   l i d   2 .  

In  a  f u r t h e r   e m b o d i m e n t   of  t h e   i n v e n t i o n  

shown  in  F i g u r e   5,  f o r   t h e   l o c a t i o n   of  a  s i m i l a r  

box  t h e r e o n ,   t h e   box  i l l u s t r a t e d   i s   p r o v i d e d   w i t h  

one  o r  m o r e   s h a l l o w   h o l l o w   r i b s   24  w h i c h   a r e   m o u l d e d  

o n  t h e  o u t s i d e   of  t h e   t o p   p o r t i o n   13  of  t h e   l i d   2 

and  w h i c h   s e r v e   to   e n g a g e   w i t h   b o t t o m   s i d e   p a r t s  

or   w a l l s   5  of  t h e   or  e a c h   p o c k e t  4   of  a  box  w h i c h  

i s   s t a c k e d   on  t h e   l i d   t o p   13  in  o r d e r   to   l o c a t e  

a  s t a c k   of  such   s i m i l a r   b o x e s   in  a l i g n e d   r e l a t i o n .  

The  b o t t o m   w a l l   p o r t i o n   11  of  one  or  more   p o c k e t s  

4  r e s t s   on  o u t w a r d l y   f a c i n g   p a r t s   of  t h e   a n g l e   o r  

c o r n e r   76  f o r m e d   by  t h e   t o p   p o r t i o n   13  and  t h e   s i d e  

and  end  w a l l s   1 4 , 1 5   a t   t h e   t o p s   of  r e c e s s e s   or  g r o o v e s  

22  w h i c h   e x t e n d   d o w n w a r d l y   and  g e n e r a l l y   v e r t i c a l l y  

f r o m   t h e   edge   of  t h e   t o p   p o r t i o n   13  and  t a p e r   e n d  

t e r m i n a t e   s h o r t   of  t h e   f l a n g e   16  of  t h e   h o l l o w   l i d  

2.  The  g r o o v e s   22  a r e   m o u l d e d   in   t h e   s i d e   w a l l s  

1 4 , 1 5   w h i c h   a r e   a d j a c e n t   to   t h e   t o p   s i d e   p o r t i o n s  

of  e g g s   l o c a t e d   in  t h e   p o c k e t s   4  of  t h e   b a s e   p a r t  

1  of  t h e   c l o s e d   box .   In  t h i s   e m b o d i m e n t ,   m o u l d e d  

i n t e g r a l l y   w i t h   t h e   l i d   t o p   p o r t i o n   13  and  g e n e -  

r a l l y   a l o n g   t h e   l o n g i t u d i n a l   c e n t r e l i n e   of   t he   h o l l o w  

l i d   2  and  in  p o s i t i o n s   o p p o s i t e   t he   two  p o s t s  4 6  

of  t h e   b a s e   p a r t   1,  a r e   two  d o w n w a r d l y   p r o j e c t i n g  



h o l l o w   p o s t s   27  w h i c h   a re   of  g e n e r a l l y   c o n i c a l   s h a p e .  

When  t h e   h o l l o w   l i d   2  is   c l o s e d   o v e r   t h e   h o l l o w  

b a s e   p a r t   1,  t h e   o p i c e s   of  t h e   h o l l o w   p o s t s   27  e n g a g e  
in  r e c e s s e s   8  in  t h e   u p p e r   end ,   of  t h e   p o s t s  6   o f  

t h e   b a s e   p a r t   1  in  o r d e r   to  r e s i s t   l a t e r a l   m o v e m e n t  

of  t h e   l i d   r e l a t i v e   to   t h e   b a s e   p a r t   ( s e e   F i g u r e  

2 ) .  

The  e m b o d i m e n t   shown  in  F i g u r e   6  p r o v i d e s  

a  box  h a v i n g   l o c a t i n g   means   f o r   s t a c k e d   b o x e s   g e n e r a l l y  

s i m i l a r   to   t h e   e m b o d i m e n t   of  F i g u r e   4,  e x c e p t   t h a t  

t h e   h o l l o w   l i d   2,  w h i l s t   h a v i n g   a  g e n e r a l l y   f l a t  

or  p l a n a r   t o p   p o r t i o n   13,  has   o n l y   one  s i d e   w a l l  

p o r t i o n   14  s u b s t a n t i a l l y   f l a t   or  p l a n a r .   T h i s  

s i d e   w a l l   p o r t i o n   14  i s   p a r a l l e l   and  a d j a c e n t   t o  

t h e   h i n g e   3,  w h i l s t   t h e   o t h e r   s i d e   and  end  w a l l s  

1 4 , 1 5   have   i n t r i c a t e l y   p r o f i l e d   and  c o n t o u r e d   s u r f a c e  

p a r t s   w h i c h   e n a b l e   e g g s   to   be  b e t t e r   c o n t a i n e d   w i t h i n  

t h e   l i d   p o r t i o n   2  i f   t h e   e g g - f i l l e d   c l o s e d   box  i s  

t u r n e d   o v e r   on  i t s   s i d e   or  e v e n   u p s i d e   down,  f o r  

e x a m p l e ,   t o   e n a b l e   t h e   s c a n n i n g   and  r e a d i n g   of  a  

" b a r - c o d e "   n o r m a l l y   u s e d   a t   r e t a i l   c h e c k o u t s   t o  

r e g i s t e r   t h e   p r i c e   of  an  a r t i c l e   o r ,   i n d e e d ,   i f  

t h e   e g g - f i l l e d   box  i s   a c c i d e n t l y   t u r n e d   o v e r .  

F i g u r e   7  i l l u s t r a t e s ,   in  s e c t i o n ,   two  0 6 6  

b o x e s   as  shown  in  F i g u r e   6  and  s t a c k e d   one  u p o n  
t h e   o t h e r ,   in  w h i c h   t h e   i m p r o v e d   s t a c k i n g   and  l o -  

c a t i n g   means   a c c o r d i n g   to  t h e   i n v e n t i o n   c o m p r i s e s  

one  or  more  s h a l l o w   h o l l o w   l u g s   23  p r o j e c t i n g   o u t w a r d l y  

and  d o w n w a r d l y   f rom  t h e   o u t e r   s u r f a c e   p a r t s   of  t h e  

b o t t o m   w a l l   p o r t i o n   11  of  t h e   p o c k e t s   4  and  w h i c h  



e n g a g e   w i t h   s m a l l   g r o o v e s   or  r e c e s s e s   22  m o u l d e d  

in  a t   l e a s t   one  s i d e   w a l l   p o r t i o n   1 4 , 1 5   of  t h e   h o l l o w  

l i d   2  and  w h i c h   e x t e n d   g e n e r a l l y   d o w n w a r d l y   f r o m  

t h e   edge   of  t h e   t o p   p o r t i o n   13  to   t e r m i n a t e   s h o r t  

of  t h e   f l a n g e   16.  T h e s e   g r o o v e s   22  s e r v e   to   f o r m  

a b u t m e n t s   on  t h e   i n s i d e   of  t h e   w a l l   p o r t i o n ( s )   14 

a n d / o r   15,  t h e   t o p   p a r t s   of  t h e   or  e a c h   a b u t m e n t  

f o r m i n g   o u t w a r d l y   f a c i n g   p a r t s   of  t h e   a n g l e   or  c o r n e r  

76  of  t h e   h o l l o w   l i d   2  upon   wh ich   c o o p e r a t i n g   o u t w a r d l y  

f a c i n g   p a r t s   of  t h e   b o t t o m   w a l l   p o r t i o n ( s )   11  o f  

t h e   p o c k e t   4  of  t h e   b a s e   p a r t   1  of  a n o t h e r   s i m i l a r  

e g g b o x   w h i c h   i s   s t a c k e d   upon   i t   to   e n g a g e .  

The  e m b o d i m e n t   i l l u s t r a t e d   in   F i g u r e   8  c o m p -  
r i s e s   a  m o u l d e d   p l a s t i c s   b a s e   p a r t   40  and  a  s e p a r a t e  
c a r d b o a r d   l i d   41.   In  t h e   p r e f e r r e d   f o r m ,   t h e   p a c k a g e  

c o m p r i s e s   two  b a s e   p a r t s   40  f o r m e d   as  an  i n t e g r a l  

u n i t   and  j o i n e d   t o g e t h e r   a t   m u t u a l l y   a d j a c e n t   l o n g i -  

t u d i n a l   e d g e s   by  s m a l l   s p a c e d   p l a s t i c   webs  43  w h i c h  

p r o v i d e   a  l i n e   of  w e a k n e s s   a l o n g   w h i c h   t h e   b a s e  

p a r t s   can  be  r e a d i l y   s p l i t   i n t o   two  c o m p o n e n t s   e a c h  

c o n t a i n i n g ,   f o r   e x a m p l e ,   t w e l v e   e g g s ,   as  s h o w n .  

The  two  c o m p o n e n t   b a s e   p a r t s   a r e   i d e n t i c a l   and  t h e r e -  

f o r e   o n l y   one  b a s e   p a r t   40  i s   i l l u s t r a t e d .  



The  h o l l o w   c a r d b o a r d   l i d   41  has   a  g e n e r a l l y  

f l a t   or  p l a n a r   t o p   55  w i t h   i n t e g r a l l y   f o r m e d   f l a t  

or  p l a n a r   p e r i p h e r a l   w a l l s   5 6 , 5 7   d e p e n d i n g   f r o m  

t h e   s i d e   and  end  e d g e s   of  t h e   t op   p o r t i o n   55  t o  

f o r m   an  a n g l e   or  c o r n e r   76  t h e r e w i t h ,   t h e   p e r i p h e r a l  

w a l l s   5 6 , 5 7   b e i n g   i n c l i n e d   o u t w a r d l y   w i t h   r e s p e c t  

t o   t h e   t o p .   The  o p p o s i t e   end  w a l l s   57  of  t h e   l i d  

a r e   f o r m e d   w i t h   p a i r s   of  f a s t e n i n g   a p e r t u r e s   58 

w h i c h  a r e   a r r a n g e d   to   c o o p e r a t e   w i t h   t h e   f a s t e n i n g  

t a b s   53  on  t h e   b a s e   p a r t .   The  p e r i p h e r a l   w a l l s  

5 6 , 5 7   t e r m i n a t e   in  e d g e s   6 4 , 6 5 .  

The  b a s e   p a r t   40  c o m p r i s e s   t w e l v e   egg  r e c e i -  

v i n g   p o c k e t s   44  d i s p o s e d   in  t h r e e   m u t u a l l y   p a r a l l e l  

rows   e x t e n d i n g   l o n g i t u d i n a l l y   of  t h e   b a s e   p a r t .  

T h e s e   p o c k e t s   a r e   d e f i n e d   by  s u i t a b l y   p r o f i l e d   p e r i -  

p h e r a l   w a l l   p o r t i o n s   4 5 , 4 6   and  b o t t o m   w a l l   p o r t i o n s  

11.  The  p e r i p h e r a l   w a l l   p o r t i o n s   a r e   so  c o n f i g u r e d  

t h a t   e a c h   p o c k e t   i s   g e n e r a l l y   p a r t   e g g - s h a p e d .  

I n t e r n a l l y   of  t h e   b a s e   p a r t ,   s u i t a b l y   s h a p e d   h o l l o w  

p o s t s   47  a r e   m o u l d e d   a t   t h e   c e n t r e   of  e a c h   a r r a y  
of  f o u r   a d j a c e n t   p o c k e t s   44.   Two  a d j a c e n t   p o s t s  

47  a t   o p p o s i t e   e n d s   of  t h e   b a s e   p a r t   p r o j e c t   a b o v e  

t h e   r im  of  t h e   b a s e   p a r t   in  o r d e r   to   s e r v e   as  a  

s u p p o r t   f o r   t h e   u n d e r s i d e   of  t h e   l i d   a s s e m b l y ,   a s  

w i l l   be  h e r e i n a f t e r   more   f u l l y   d e s c r i b e d .   M o u l d e d  

o n , t h e   o u t s i d e s   of  t h e   p o c k e t s   a r e   h o l l o w   a x i a l  

e x t e n d i n g   r i b s   49  w h i c h   s e r v e   to   s t i f f e n   t h e   p o c k e t s  

and  a c t   as  c u s h i o n   to   p r o t e c t   t h e   e g g s   a g a i n s t   s i d e  



b l o w s   or  s h o c k s .   The  b o t t o m   w a l l   p o r t i o n   11  o f  

e a c h   p o c k e t   i s   f o r m e d   w i t h   an  i n t e r n a l   h o l l o w   b o s s  

( n o t   s h o w n )   w h i c h   s e r v e s   as  a  p r o t e c t i v e   c u s h i o n  

f o r   t h e   b o t t o m   of  an  egg  and  to   s t i f f e n   t h e   c l o s e d  

b o t t o m   of  t h e   p o c k e t .   Each  b o t t o m   w a l l   p o r t i o n  

11  i s   a l s o   p r o v i d e d   w i t h   a t   l e a s t   one  s h a l l o w   h o l l o w  

l u g   23  d e p e n d i n g   f rom  i t s   o u t e r   s u r f a c e .  

The  r im  of  t h e   b a s e   p a r t   i n c l u d e s   a  h o r i -  

z o n t a l   o u t w a r d l y   p r o j e c t i n g   f l a n g e   50  w h i c h ,   a t  

o p p o s i t e   e n d s   46  of  t h e   b a s e   p a r t   i s   c o n n e c t e d   t o  

t h e   u p p e r   e n d s   of  t h e   a d j a c e n t   egg  r e c e i v i n g   p o c k e t s  

44  by  s h o r t   end  w a l l   p o r t i o n s   51.  A l o n g   o p p o s i t e  

s i d e s   u p s t a n d i n g   s h o u l d e r   p o r t i o n s   52  b e t w e e n   t h e  

p o c k e t s   t e r m i n a t e   j u s t   b e l o w   t h e   r im  f l a n g e   5 0 .  

P r o j e c t i n g   i n w a r d l y   f rom  e a c h   end  w a l l   p o r t i o n   51 

of  t h e   b a s e   p a r t ,   j u s t   b e l o w   t h e   r im  f l a n g e   50  a r e  

a  p a i r   of  h o l l o w   f a s t e n i n g   t a b s   53  f o r   t h e   l i d .  

Be low  t h e   f a s t e n i n g   t a b s ,   t h e   end  w a l l   p r o f i l e   o f  

t h e   b a s e   p a r t   i s   d e s i g n e d   to   f o rm  e x t e r n a l   h o l l o w  

p r o t r u b e r a n c e s   54  which   s e r v e   as  s t a c k i n g   s h o u l d e r s  

on  t h e   o u t s i d e s   of  t he   e n d s   of  t h e   b a s e   p a r t   f o r  

e n g a g i n g   w i t h   t h e   t a b s   53  on  a n o t h e r   s i m i l a r   b a s e  

p a r t .  

In  o r d e r   to   c l o s e  t h e   b a s e   p a r t   40,  a f t e r  

i t   has   b e e n   f i l l e d   w i t h   e g g s ,   t h e   l i d   41  i s   f i t t e d  

o n t o   t h e   b a s e   p a r t ,   w h e r e u p o n   t h e   b o t t o m   e d g e s   6 4 , 6 5  

of  t h e   s i d e   w a l l s   56 ,57   of  t h e   c a r d b o a r d   l i d   r e s t  

on  t h e   s h o u l d e r s   52  i n s i d e   t h e   r im  f l a n g e   50  o f  

t h e   b a s e   p a r t   and  the   c e n t r a l   p a r t s   of  t h e   i n s e r t  

and  l i d   a r e   s u p p o r t e d   by  t h e   u p s t a n d i n g   p o s t s   4 7 .  



As  t h e   l i d   41  i s   f i t t e d   i n t o   p o s i t i o n ,   t he   end  w a l l s  

5 7 , 4 6   of  t h e   l i d   and  b a s e   p a r t   a r e   f l e x e d   so  t h a t  

t h e   f a s t e n i n g   t a b s   53  e n g a g e   in  t h e   a p e r t u r e s   5 8  

in  t h e   l i d   to   f a s t e n   t h e   l i d   in  i t s   c l o s e d   p o s i t i o n .  

When  t h e   box  i s   to   be  o p e n e d ,   i t   i s   a  s i m p l e   m a t t e r  

f o r   a  p e r s o n   to   f l e x   t h e   w a l l s   and  d i s e n g a g e   t h e  

f a s t e n i n g   t a b s   and  s l o t s .  

H e n c e ,   t h e   c a r d b o a r d   l i d   41  i s   f i r m l y   s u p p o r t e d  

by  t h e   c a r d b o a r d   e d g e s   6 4 , 6 5   and  a  s e r i e s   of  s u c h  

b o x e s   may  be  s t a c k e d   one  on  t o p   of  t h e   o t h e r   w i t h o u t  

r i s k   of  damage   to   t h e   c o n t e n t s .   In  a  f u r t h e r  

e m b o d i m e n t   (  n o t   shown)   of  a  t h i n   t r a n s p a r e n t   p l a s t i c s  

l i d   and  a  p a p e r   or  c a r d b o a r d   i n s e r t   a s s e m b l y ,   t h e  

i n s e r t   l i e s   c l o s e l y   a d j a c e n t   or  in   c o n t a c t   W i t h  

t h e   c o r r e s p o n d i n g   p a r t s   of  t h e   l i d   so  t h a t   t h e   p r i n t e d  

m a t t e r   on  t h e   i n s e r t   i s   r e a d i l y   v i s i b l e   t h r o u g h  

t h e   l i d .  

In  o r d e r   to   s t a c k   and  l o c a t e   s u c h   b o x e s  

one  upon  t h e   o t h e r   in  a l i g n e d   r e l a t i o n ,   t h e   o r   e a c h  

l u g   23  on  t h e   b o t t o m   w a l l   p o r t i o n   11  s e r v e s   to   e n g a g e  

or  j u x t a p o s e   w i t h   o u t w a r d l y   f a c i n g   t op   p a r t s   o f  

t h e   s i d e   and  end  w a l l   p o r t i o n s   5 6 , 5 7   of  a  l i d   4 i  

of  a  s i m i l a r   box  and ,   a t   l e a s t   p a r t   of  a  c o o p e r a t i n g  

b o t t o m   w a l l   p o r t i o n   11  of  a  p e r i p h e r a l   p o c k e t   4 4  

of  t h e   b a s e   p a r t   40  of  t h e   b o x ,   r e s t s   on  t h e   o u t s i d e  

p o r t i o n   of  t h e   a n g l e   or  c o r n e r   76  of  t he   l i d   o f  

t h e   s i m i l a r   box  upon  w h i c h   i t   i s   s t a c k e d   t o  l o c a t e  

and  s t a c k   s u c h   b o x e s   in  a l i g n e d   r e l a t i o n .  



1.  A  p a c k a g i n g   box  or  c a r t o n   in  w h i c h   a  h o l l o w  

b a s e   p a r t   ( 1 , 4 0 )   i s   c l o s e d   by  a  h o l l o w   l i d   ( 2 , + t )  

f a s t e n e d   o v e r   t h e   open   t o p   of  t he   b a s e   p a r t   a n d  

c o m p r i s i n g   a  s u b s t a n t i a l l y   f l a t   or  p l a n a r   t o p   p o r t i o n  

( 1 3 , 5 5 )   and  a  p e r i p h e r a l   w a l l   p o r t i o n   ( 1 4 , 1 5 , 5 6 , 5 7 )  

d e p e n d i n g   f rom  t h e   e d g e   of  t h e   t o p   p o r t i o n   and  f o r m i n g  

a  c o r n e r   (76)   t h e r e w i t h ,   c h a r a c t e r i s e d   by  m e a n s  

( 1 7 , 2 3 , 2 4 )   f o r   l o c a t i n g   t h e   box  or  c a r t o n   in  a l i g n e d  

r e l a t i o n   w i t h   a  s i m i l a r   box  w i t h   w h i c h   i t   i s   s t a c k e d ,  

and  one  or  more  b o t t o m   w a l l   p o r t i o n s   on  t h e   b a s e  

p a r t   ( 1 , 4 0 )   w h i c h ,   when  t h e   box  i s   so  s t a c k e d   u p o n  

a  s i m i l a r   box ,   r e s t   on  t h e   c o r n e r   (76)   of  t h e   h o l l o w  

l i d   ( 2 , 4 1 )   of  t h e   l a t t e r .  

2.  A  p a c k a g i n g   box  or  c a r t o n   a c c o r d i n g   to   c l a i m  

1,  c h a r a c t e r i s e d   in  t h a t   t h e   h o l l o w   b a s e   p a r t   ( 1 , 4 0 )  

c o m p r i s e s   a  p l u r a l i t y   of  a r t i c l e   r e c e i v i n g   p o c k e t s  

( 4 , 4 4 )   and  at   l e a s t   p a r t   of  t h e   or  e a c h   b o t t o m   w a l l  

p o r t i o n   (11)   of  one  or  more  of  t h e   p o c k e t s   a d j a c e n t  

t h e   p e r i p h e r y   of  t h e   b a s e   p a r t   i s   a r r a n g e d   t o   r e s t  

on  t h e   c o r n e r   (76)   of  t h e   h o l l o w   l i d   of  a  s i m i l a r  

box  upon  w h i c h   t h e   box  i s   s t a c k e d   in   a l i g n e d   r e l a t i o n .  

3.  A  p a c k a g i n g   box  or   c a r t o n   a c c o r d i n g   to   c l a i m  

1  or  2,  c h a r a c t e r i s e d   in  t h a t   t h e   l o c a t i n g   m e a n s  

c o m p r i s e s   one  or  more  h o l l o w   l u g s   or  r i b s   ( 1 7 , 2 4 )  

p r o j e c t i n g   u p w a r d l y   f r o m   t h e   t o p   p o r t i o n   of  t h e  

l i d   and  a r r a n g e d   to   e n g a g e   w i t h   a  c o o p e r a t i n g   p e r i -  

p h e r a l   w a l l   p o r t i o n   of  t h e   b a s e   p a r t   ( 1 , 4 0 )   or  a n  

a r t i c l e   r e c e i v i n g   p o c k e t   ( 4 , 4 4 )   of  a  s i m i l a r   b o x  

s t a c k e d   t h e r e u p o n .  

4.  A  p a c k a g i n g   box  or  c a r t o n   a c c o r d i n g   to   c l a i m  



3,  c h a r a c t e r i s e d   by  one  or  more  g r o o v e s   or  r e c e s s e s  

f o r m e d   in  a  p e r i p h e r a l   w a l l   p o r t i o n   of  t h e   b a s e  

p a r t   ( 1 , 4 0 )   or  p o c k e t s   ( 4 , 4 4 )   t h e r e o f   and  e x t e n d i n g  

u p w a r d l y   f rom  t h e   b o t t o m   w a l l   p o r t i o n ( s )   of  t h e  

b a s e   p a r t   or  p o c k e t s   and  a r r a n g e d   to   c o o p e r a t e   w i t h  

one  or  more  l o c a t i n g   l u g s   or  r i b s   ( 1 7 , 2 4 )   p r o j e c t i n g  

u p w a r d l y   f rom  t h e   l i d   ( 2 , 4 1 )   of  a  s i m i l a r   box  u p o n  
w h i c h   i t   i s   s t a c k e d .  

5.  A  p a c k a g i n g   box  or  c a r t o n   a c c o r d i n g   to   c l a i m  

1  or  2,  c h a r a c t e r i s e d   in  t h a t   t h e   l o c a t i n g   m e a n s  

c o m p r i s e s   one  or  more   h o l l o w   l u g s   (23)   p r o j e c t i n g  

d o w n w a r d l y   f rom  t h e   b o t t o m   w a l l   p o r t i o n ( s )   of  t h e  

b a s e   p a r t   ( 1 , 4 0 )   or  t h e   a r t i c l e   r e c e i v i n g   p o c k e t s  

( 4 , 4 4 )   t h e r e o f   a d j a c e n t   t h e   p e r i p h e r y   of  t h e   b a s e  

p a r t   and  a r r a n g e d   to   e n g a g e   o u t w a r d l y   f a c i n g   p a r t s  

of  t h e   p e r i p h e r a l   w a l l   p o r t i o n   of  t h e   l i d   ( 2 , 4 1 )  

of  a  s i m i l a r   box  upon   w h i c h   i t   i s   s t a c k e d .  

6.  A  p a c k a g i n g   box  or  c a r t o n   a c c o r d i n g   to   c l a i m  

5,  c h a r a c t e r i s e d   in  t h a t   t h e   l i d   (2)  i n c l u d e s   r e c e s s e s  

or  g r o o v e s   ( 2 1 , 2 2 )   in  i t s   p e r i p h e r a l   w a l l   p o r t i o n  

e x t e n d i n g   d o w n w a r d l y   f rom  t h e   t o p   p o r t i o n   of  t h e  

l i d   and  a r r a n g e d   to   e n g a g e   w i t h   d o w n w a r d l y   p r o -  

j e c t i n g   l o c a t i n g   l u g s   or  r i b s   (23)   of  a  s i m i l a r  

box  s t a c k e d   t h e r e u p o n .  

7.  A  p a c k a g i n g   box  or  c a r t o n   a c c o r d i n g   to   any  p r e c e -  
d i n g   c l a i m ,   c h a r a c t e r i s e d   in   t h a t   t h e   l i d   and  b a s e  

p a r t   a r e   h i n g e d   t o g e t h e r   a l o n g   m u t u a l l y   a d j a c e n t  

r i m s   and  t h e   b a s e   p a r t   has   two  or  more  m u t u a l l y  

p a r a l l e l   rows  or  a r t i c l e   r e c e i v i n g   p o c k e t s   ( 1 , 4 4 )  

d i s p o s e d   p a r a l l e l   to   t h e   a x i s   of  t h e   h i n g e .  



8.  A  p a c k a g i n g   box  or  c a r t o n   a c c o r d i n g   to  any  p r e -  

c e d i n g   c l a i m ,   c h a r a c t e r i s e d   in  t h a t   t h e   box  i s   o f  

r e c t a n g u l a r   s h a p e   in  p l a n   and  t h e   h o l l o w   l i d   ( 2 , 4 1 )  

has   at  l e a s t   one  s u b s t a n t i a l l y   f l a t   or  p l a n a r   p e r i -  

p h e r a l   w a l l   p o r t i o n .  

9.  A  p a c k a g i n g   box  or  c a r t o n   a c c o r d i n g   to   any  p r e -  

c e d i n g   c l a i m ,   c h a r a c t e r i s e d   in  t h a t   t h e   b a s e   p a r t  

and  l i d   a r e   of  o n e - p i e c e   c o n s t r u c t i o n   and  h i n g e d  

t o g e t h e r   a l o n g   m u t u a l l y   a d j a c e n t   r im  f l a n g e s ,   a n d  

in  t h a t   t h e   f a s t e n i n g   means  c o m p r i s e s   one  or  m o r e  

p r e s s - s t u d   t y p e   d e v i c e s   (19)   and  c o o p e r a t i n g   S l o t s  

(20)   m o u l d e d   in  t h e   b a s e   p a r t   and  l i d   a d j a c e n t   t h e  

r i m s   t h e r e o f   o p p o s i t e   t he   h i n g e ,   t h e   s t u d s   b e i n g  

a r r a n g e d   to   e n g a g e   in  t he   c o o p e r a t i n g   s l o t s   w h e n  

t h e   l i d   i s   h i n g e d   to  i t s   c l o s e d   p o s i t i o n   o v e r   t h e  

b a s e   p a r t   in  o r d e r   to   f a s t e n   t h e   l i d   in   i t s   c l o s e d  

p o s i t i o n .  

10.  A  p a c k a g i n g   box  or  c a r t o n   a c c o r d i n g   to  any  p r e -  

c e d i n g   c l a i m   1  to   8,  c h a r a c t e r i s e d   in   t h a t   t h e   b a s e  

p a r t   and  l i d   a r e   f o r m e d   s e p a r a t e l y   and  one  or  m o r e  

p r e s s - s t u d   t y p e   f a s t e n i n g   d e v i c e s   ( 1 9 )   and  c o o p e r a t i n g  

s l o t s   a r e   f o r m e d   in  or  a d j a c e n t   m u t u a l l y   o p p o s e d  

s i d e   and  end  r i m s   of  t h e   b a s e   p a r t   and  l i d   f o r  

f a s t e n i n g   t h e   l i d   in  i t s   c l o s e d   p o s i t i o n .  
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