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©  Sectional  modular  sanitary  ware. 
Sectional  modular  sanitary  ware  comprises  individual 

sanitary  ware  units  such  as  a  washbasin  (10),  bidet  (11), 
lavatory  (13)  and  bath  (14)  each  provided  with  correspond- 
ingly  shaped  side  walls,  for  example  flat,  having  recesses  or 
seatings  (3)  for  receiving  interconnection  means  in  the  form 
of  dowels  (4)  to  join  the  modular  units  (10,  11,  13,  14) 
together.  The  seatings  (3)  are  positioned  at  a  level  which  will 
be  at  the  same  horizontal  level  from  the  ground  when  the 
units  are  in  position  and  the  invention  includes  shelving 
units  (12)  likewise  provided  with  correspondingly  shaped 
faces  with  recesses  (3)  for  receiving  the  dowels  (4)  to  provide 
suitable  spacing  between  the  individual  sanitary  ware  units. 





The  p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n   r e l a t e s   to   s e c t i o n a l   m o d u l a r  

s a n i t a r y   w a r e ,   t h a t   i s   a p p l i a n c e s   f o r   w a s h i n g   a n d  

o t h e r   s a n i t a r y   p u r p o s e s   and  u s u a l l y   f i t t e d   i n   b a t h -  

r o o m s .  

As  i s   known ,   b a t h r o o m s   a r e   u s u a l l y   p r o v i d e d   w i t h  

s a n i t a r y   a p p l i a n c e s   g e n e r a l l y   c o n s t i t u t e d   by  i n d i -  

v i d u a l   e l e m e n t s   made  of  c e r a m i c   or  e n a m e l l e d   i r o n ,  

w h i c h   a re   e a c h   s e p a r a t e l y   f i t t e d   in   t he   b a t h r o o m   a n d  

c o n n e c t e d   i n d i v i d u a l l y   to  t he   w a t e r   s u p p l y   and  t h e  

d r a i n a g e   s y s t e m .  

T h i s   t y p e   of  a r r a n g e m e n t ,   h o w e v e r ,   is  v e r y   o f t e n   u n -  



s a t i s f a c t o r y   f rom  an  a e s t h e t i c   p o i n t   of   v i e w ,   a n d  

d o e s   n o t   make  t h e   b e s t   u s e   of  t h e   a v a i l a b l e   s p a c e   i n  

t h e   b a t h r o o m .   R e c e n t l y   i t   has   become  known  to  f i t  

s a n i t a r y   w a r e   i t e m s ,   p a r t i c u l a r l y   w a s h b a s i n s ,   i n t o  

m o d u l a r   f u r n i t u r e   u n i t s ,   g e n e r a l l y   made  of   wood  o r  

p l a s t i c s ,   w h i c h   i n   p r a c t i c e   c o n t a i n   t h e   v a r i o u s  

s a n i t a r y   a p p l i a n c e s   w h i c h   a r e   t r a d i t i o n a l l y   made  f r o m  

c e r a m i c s .   A l t h o u g h   t h i s   i s   an  i m p r o v e m e n t   o v e r   t h e  

t r a d i t i o n a l   a r r a n g e m e n t s ,   i t   i s   n o t   f r e e   f rom  d i s -  

a d v a n t a g e s   i n   t h a t   i t   r e q u i r e s   t h e   u t i l i s a t i o n   of  a  

p l u r a l i t y   of   s e p a r a t e   e l e m e n t s   and  t h e r e   a re   o f t e n  

d i f f i c u l t i e s   in   c o n n e c t i n g   t o g e t h e r   t h e   v a r i o u s   s a n -  

i t a r y   a p p l i a n c e s   and  t h e   f u r n i t u r e   u n i t ,   w i t h i n   w h i c h  

t h e   s a n i t a r y   a p p l i a n c e s   a r e   to  be  l o d g e d .  

The  p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n   s e e k s   t h e r e f o r e   to  o v e r c o m e  

t h e   above   d e s c r i b e d   d i s a d v a n t a g e s ,   p r o v i d i n g   a  n e w  

s t r u c t u r e   f o r   s a n i t a r y   w a r e ,   w h i c h   c o m p r i s e s   m o d u l a r  

u n i t s   w h i c h   c an   b e  d i r e c t l y   c o n n e c t e d   t o g e t h e r   i n   a  

way  w h i c h   g i v e s   t h e   p o s s i b i l i t y   of  o b t a i n i n g   t h e   m o s t  

v a r i e d   a l t e r n a t i v e   f u r n i s h i n g   c o n f i g u r a t i o n s ,   w h i l s t  

m o r e o v e r ,   h a v i n g   s i g n i f i c a n t   f u n c t i o n a l   a d v a n t a g e s  

and  a l s o   t h e   p o s s i b i l i t y   of  s i g n i f i c a n t l y   i m p r o v i n g  

t h e   a e s t h e t i c   a p p e a r a n c e   of  a  b a t h r o o m .  

A c c o r d i n g   to   t h e   p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n ,   t h e r e   i s   p r o v i d e d  

s e c t i o n a l   m o d u l a r   s a n i t a r y   w a r e   s u i t a b l e   f o r   a  b a t h -  

r o o m ,   c h a r a c t e r i s e d   i n   t h a t   i t   c o m p r i s e s   a  p l u r a l i t y  

of  s e c t i o n a l   e l e m e n t s   h a v i n g   a  b a s e   body  f o r   r e s t i n g  

on  t h e   g r o u n d   and  c o r r e s p o n d i n g l y   s h a p e d   o p p o s i t e  

s i d e   w a l l s   h a v i n g   c o n n e c t o r   e l e m e n t   s e a t i n g s   f o r   r e -  

c e i v i n g   c o n n e c t o r   e l e m e n t s   f o r   c o n n e c t i n g   t h e   s a i d  



s e c t i o n a l   e l e m e n t s   t o g e t h e r ,   t he   s a i d   s e a t i n g s   a l l  

b e i n g   d i s p o s e d   at   t he   same  h e i g h t   f rom  t he   g r o u n d ,  

w h e r e b y   a d j a c e n t   s e c t i o n a l   e l e m e n t s   r e s t i n g   on  t h e  

g r o u n d   can   be  c o n n e c t e d   t o g e t h e r .  

An  a d v a n t a g e   of  t h e   p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n   i s   t h a t   of  p r o -  

v i d i n g   a  m o d u l a r   s a n i t a r y   w a r e   s y s t e m   or  s t r u c t u r e  

w i t h   w h i c h   a l l   t he   i n s t a l l a t i o n   o p e r a t i o n s   a re   c o n -  

s i d e r a b l y   s i m p l i f i e d   and  w h i c h   o f f e r s   t h e   u s e r   a  

v e r y   w ide   r a n g e   of  p o s s i b l e   b a t h r o o m   a r r a n g e m e n t s   i n  

s u c h   a  way  as  to  be  a d a p t a b l e   to  a l l   t he   r e q u i r e m e n t s   o f  

a  b a t h r o o m   w h i l s t   at  the   same  t i m e   l e a v i n g   p l e n t y   o f  

s c o p e   f o r   p e r s o n a l   p r e f e r e n c e s .  

A n o t h e r   a d v a n t a g e   of  t he   p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n   i s   t h a t   i t  

p r o v i d e s   s a n i t a r y   ware   w h i c h ,   b e i n g   c o m p l e t e l y   made  i n  

c e r a m i c s ,   g i v e s   t h e   p o s s i b i l i t y   of  m e e t i n g   even   t h e  

m o s t   r i g o r o u s   r u l e s   of  h y g i e n e ,   w h i l s t   at  t he   s a m e  

t i m e   s i m p l i f y i n g   a l l   t he   a s s o c i a t e d   c l e a n i n g   o p e r -  
a t i o n s .  

Not  t he   l e a s t   a d v a n t a g e   of  t h e   p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n   i s  

t h a t   i t   p r o v i d e s   s e c t i o n a l   m o d u l a r   s a n i t a r y   w a r e  

w h i c h ,   b e c a u s e   of  i t s   p a r t i c u l a r   s t r u c t u r a l   c h a r -  

a c t e r i s t i c s ,   g i v e s   t he   w i d e s t   g u a r a n t e e   of  r e l i a b i l -  

i t y   and  s a f e t y   i n   u s e ,   and  w h i c h   i s   c o m p e t i t i v e   f r o m  

an  e c o n o m i c   p o i n t   of  v i e w .  

One  e m b o d i m e n t   of  the   p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n   w i l l   now  b e  

more   p a r t i c u l a r l y   d e s c r i b e d ,   by  way  of  e x a m p l e ,  
w i t h   r e f e r e n c e   to  t he   a c c o m p a n y i n g   d r a w i n g s ,   i n  

w h i c h :  

F i g u r e   1  i s   a  s c h e m a t i c   p e r s p e c t i v e   v i e w   of  a  



b a t h   f o r m e d   in   a c c o r d a n c e   w i t h   t h e   p r i n c i p l e s   of  t h e  

p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n   to  a  l a v a t o r y   pan  w i t h   i n t e r m e d i a t e  

s h e l v e s ;  

F i g u r e   2  i s   a  s c h e m a t i c   e x p l o d e d   v i e w ,   i l l u s -  

t r a t i n g   t h e   c o u p l i n g   of   a  b i d e t   to  a  l a v a t o r y   p a n ,  

a g a i n   w i t h   s h e l v e s   p o s i t i o n e d   i n t e r m e d i a t e   t h e   t w o ;  

a n d  

F i g u r e   3  i s   an  e x p l o d e d   p e r s p e c t i v e   v i e w ,   s h o w -  

ing   t h e   i n t e r c o n n e c t i o n   of  h a n d b a s i n s   and  s h e l v e s .  

R e f e r r i n g   now  to  t h e   d r a w i n g s   t h e r e   i s   shown  s e c t i o n a l  

m o d u l a r   s a n i t a r y   w a r e   f o r   b a t h r o o m s ,   c o m p r i s i n g   a  p l u r -  

a l i t y   of  s e c t i o n a l   e l e m e n t s   w h i c h   can   i n d i v i d u a l l y  

f u l f i l   t h e   v a r i o u s   r e q u i r e m e n t s   f o r   a b l u t i o n s   in   a  

b a t h r o o m .  

The  common  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c   of   a l l   t he   s e c t i o n a l   e l e m e n t s  

of  t h e   m o d u l a r   u n i t s   i s   t h a t   a l l   t he   s e c t i o n a l   e l e m e n t s  

have   a  b a s e   1  w h i c h   may  r e s t   on  t he   g r o u n d   and  h a v e   a t  

t h e i r   u p p e r   r e a r   e d g e   2  means   f o r   c o n n e c t i o n   to  a  

w a l l .   The  v a r i o u s   s e c t i o n a l   e l e m e n t s   can   be  made  i n  

a  r a n g e   of  d i f f e r e n t   w i d t h s ,   and  h a v e   t h e   common  c h a r -  

a c t e r i s t i c   of  p r e s e n t i n g ,   i n   c o r r e s p o n d e n c e   w i t h   t h e i r  

r e s p e c t i v e   s i d e   f a c e s ,   s e a t i n g s   3  w h i c h   a r e   d i s p o s e d  

a l l   a t   t h e   same  h e i g h t   f rom  t h e   g r o u n d .   In   t h e   e m -  

b o d i m e n t   i l l u s t r a t e d   t h e   s i d e   f a c e s   a r e   a l l   f l a t :  

h o w e v e r ,   i t   w i l l   be  a p p r e c i a t e d   t h a t   c o r r e s p o n d i n g  

s h a p e s ,   s u c h   as  c o n c a v e   and  c o n v e x   s h a p e s ,   or  o t h e r s ,  

may  be  e m p l o y e d ,   and  i n d e e d   a  c o r r u g a t e d   s h a p e   to  t h e  

s i d e   f a c e s   may  h e l p   i n   c o r r e c t l y   l o c a t i n g   t h e   s e c t i o n a l  

u n i t s   t o g e t h e r .  

In  t h e   i l l u s t r a t e d   e m b o d i m e n t   t h e   s e a t i n g s   3  a r e   c i r -  



c u l a r   h o l e s   i n   w h i c h   can  be  f i t t e d   d o w e l s   4  w h i c h   a l l o w  

p r e c i s e   a l i g n m e n t   and  c o u p l i n g   b e t w e e n   t he   a d j a c e n t  

e l e m e n t s .   As  i s   s c h e m a t i c a l l y   i l l u s t r a t e d   i n   F i g u r e  

3  of  t h e   d r a w i n g s ,   the   s e c t i o n a l   e l e m e n t s   i n c l u d e   a  

w a s h b a s i n   10  w h i c h   can  be  of  t h e   s i n g l e   or  d o u b l e  

bowl  t y p e ,   and  w h i c h   has  in   i t s   s i d e   f a c e s   and  c l o s e  

to  i t s   u p p e r   e d g e ,   i n d i c a t e d   10a ,   t he   s a i d   s e a t i n g s   3 

f o r   r e c e i v i n g   t h e   dowe l s   4 .  

As  can  be  s e e n   in   F i g u r e   2,  b e t w e e n   the   s e c t i o n a l  

e l e m e n t s   c o n s t i t u t i n g   the   s h e l f   12  and  t he   l a v a t o r y  

13  t h e r e   i s   f u r t h e r   p r o v i d e d   a n o t h e r   s e c t i o n a l   e l e m e n t  

c o m p r i s i n g   a  b i d e t   11  w h i c h   has  a  s u b s t a n t i a l l y   b o x -  

l i k e   c o n f o r m a t i o n   and  w h i c h   has  an  u p p e r   r i m - l i k e  

s u p p o r t   s u r f a c e   11 a.  T h i s   l a t t e r   i s   at  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  

t h e   same  h o r i z o n t a l   l e v e l   as  t h e   s u p p o r t   s u r f a c e  

d e f i n e d   by  s h e l v e s   12  w h i c h ,   as  can   be  s e e n   i n   t h e  

d r a w i n g s ,   can   be  i n t e r p o s e d   b e t w e e n   e a c h   p a i r   o f  

a d j a c e n t   s e c t i o n a l   e l e m e n t s   in   s u c h   a  way  as  to  c r e a t e  

b e t w e e n   t h e   s e c t i o n a l   e l e m e n t s   a  c o n v e n i e n t   s e p a r -  
a t i o n   d i s t a n c e   to  f a c i l i t a t e   u t i l i s a t i o n   and  a v o i d  

o v e r c r o w d i n g .  

The  w a t e r   c l o s e t   or  l a v a t o r y   13  and  t h e   b a t h   t ub   1 4  

a l s o   h a v e   t h e   same  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s   as  p r e v i o u s l y   d e s -  

c r i b e d   h a v i n g   t h e   p o s s i b i l i t y   of  b e i n g   f i t t e d   a l o n g -  

s i d e   e a c h   o t h e r   or  t he   b i d e t   e i t h e r   d i r e c t l y   or  w i t h   t h e  

i n t e r p o s i t i o n   of   a  s h e l f   12.  The  s h e l v e s   12  m a y ,  

i n d e e d ,   be  e n t i r e l y   s u p p o r t e d   b e t w e e n   a d j a c e n t   s e c t i o n -  

al  u n i t s   on  t h e   dowe l s   4,  or  may  be  p r o v i d e d   w i t h   i n d -  

e p e n d e n t   s u p p o r t s ,   such   as  b r a c k e t s   or  p e d e s t a l s .   I n  

F i g u r e   3  t h e   s h e l v e s   21  shown  a l o n g s i d e   t h e   w a s h -  

b a s i n   10  a re   s u p p o r t e d   on  b r a c k e t s   ( n o t   s h o w n ) ,   a n d  



s e r v e   to  e x t e n d   t h e   u p p e r   s u r f a c e   of  t he   w a s h b a s i n .  

Thus  a  p l u r a l i t y   of  s a n i t a r y   a p p l i a n c e s   a r e   p r o -  

v i d e d ,   w h i c h   can   be  made  e n t i r e l y   in   c e r a m i c s ,   a n d  

w h i c h   o f f e r   t h e   p o s s i b i l i t y   of  b e i n g   m u t u a l l y   f i t t e d  

t o g e t h e r   t h e r e b y   s i m p l i f y i n g   a l l   t h e   i n s t a l l a t i o n  

o p e r a t i o n s   w h i l s t   a l l o w i n g   t h e   p o s s i b i l i t y   of  o b t a i n -  

i n g ,   upon   f i t t i n g   ou t   t h e   b a t h r o o m ,   a  s t r u c t u r a l  

c o n t i n u i t y   w h i c h ,   as  w e l l   as  s i g n i f i c a n t l y   i m p r o v i n g  

the   a e s t h e t i c s ,   c r e a t e s   a  m a j o r   i m p r o v e m e n t   in   t h e  

f u n c t i o n a l i t y   of  t h e   b a t h r o o m   i t s e l f .  

A n o t h e r   a s p e c t   to   be  e m p h a s i s e d   i s   c o n s t i t u t e d   b y  

the   f a c t   t h a t   t h e   p r e s e n c e   of  t h e   c o u p l i n g   e l e m e n t s  

c o n s t i t u t e d   by  t h e   d o w e l s   4,   w h i c h   a r e   i n s e r t e d   i n t o  

t h e   s e a t s   d e f i n e d   by  t h e   h o l e s   3  i n   t h e   s i d e   f a c e s   o f  

t he   v a r i o u s   s e c t i o n a l   e l e m e n t s ,   g i v e s   t h e   p o s s i b i l i t y  

of  o b t a i n i n g   a  p r e c i s e   m u t u a l   p o s i t i o n i n g   of   a l l   t h e  

s e c t i o n a l   e l e m e n t s   and  t h u s   a  f u r t h e r   s i m p l i f i c a t i o n  

d u r i n g   t h e   i n s t a l l a t i o n   p h a s e .  

In  p r a c t i c e ,   t h e   m a t e r i a l s   u s e d   may  be  any  t y p e   s u i t -  

a b l e   f o r   t h e   p u r p o s e   a l t h o u g h   i t   i s   b e l i e v e d   t h a t  

t h e   b e s t   r e s u l t s   w i l l   be  o b t a i n e d   by  u t i l i s i n g   c e r a m -  

i c s .   L i k e w i s e ,   t h e   d i m e n s i o n s   and  s h a p e s   of   t h e  

s e c t i o n a l   e l e m e n t s   may  be  d i f f e r e n t   f rom  t h o s   i l l u s -  

t r a t e d   by  way  of  e x a m p l e .  



1.  S e c t i o n a l   m o d u l a r   s a n i t a r y   w a r e   s u i t a b l e  

f o r   a  b a t h r o o m ,   c h a r a c t e r i s e d   i n   t h a t   i t   c o m p r i s e s  

a  p l u r a l i t y   of  s e c t i o n a l   e l e m e n t s   ( 1 2 , 1 3 , 1 4 )   e a c h   h a v i n g  

a  b a s e   body  (1)   f o r   r e s t i n g   on  t h e   g r o u n d   and  c o r r e s -  

p o n d i n g l y   s h a p e d   o p p o s i t e   s i d e   w a l l s   h a v i n g   c o n n e c t o r  

e l e m e n t   s e a t i n g s   (3)   f o r   r e c e i v i n g   c o n n e c t o r   e l e m e n t s  

(4)   f o r   c o n n e c t i n g   the   s a i d   s e c t i o n a l   e l e m e n t s   ( 1 2 , 1 3 ,  

14)  t o g e t h e r ,   t h e   s a i d   s e a t i n g s   (3 )   a l l   b e i n g   d i s p o s e d  

at  t h e   same  h e i g h t   from  the   g r o u n d ,   w h e r e b y   a d j a c e n t  

s e c t i o n a l   e l e m e n t s   ( 1 2 , 1 3 , 1 4 )   r e s t i n g   on  the   g r o u n d  

can  be  c o n n e c t e d   t o g e t h e r .  

2.  S e c t i o n a l   m o d u l a r   s a n i t a r y   w a r e ,   a c c o r d -  

i n g   to  C l a i m   1,  c h a r a c t e r i s e d   by  t he   f a c t   t h a t   t h e  

s a i d   c o n n e c t o r   means  a r e   c o n s t i t u t e d   by  d o w e l s   ( 4 )  

w h i c h   c a n   be  r e m o v a b l y   i n s e r t e d   i n t o   h o l e s   (3)   i n  

t he   s i d e   f a c e s   of  the   e l e m e n t s ,   c o n s t i t u t i n g   t h e  

s a i d   s e a t i n g s .  

3.  S e c t i o n a l   m o d u l a r   s a n i t a r y   w a r e ,   a c c o r d i n g  

to  C l a i m   1  or  C la im   2,  c h a r a c t e r i s e d   by  t h e   f a c t   t h a t  

t h e   s a i d   s e c t i o n a l   e l e m e n t s   c o m p r i s e   one  or  more   o r  

any  c o m b i n a t i o n   of  a  w a s h b a s i n   ( 1 0 ) ,   a  b i d e t   ( 1 1 ) ,   a  

l a v a t o r y   (13 )   and  a  b a t h   ( 1 4 ) .  

4.  S e c t i o n a l  m o d u l a r   s a n i t a r y  w a r e   a c c o r d i n g  

to  any  p r e c e d i n g   C l a i m ,   c h a r a c t e r i s e d   by  t he   f a c t   t h a t  

i t   i n c l u d e s   at  l e a s t   one  s h e l f   ( 1 2 , 2 1 )   w h i c h   can   b e  

p o s i t i o n e d   a l o n g s i d e   a  s e c t i o n a l   s a n i t a r y   u n i t   ( 1 0 , 1 1 ,  

1 3 , 1 4 ) .  



5.  S e c t i o n a l   m o d u l a r   s a n i t a r y   ware   a c c o r d i n g  

to  C l a i m   4,  c h a r a c t e r i s e d   i n   t h a t   t he   s a i d   s h e l f   i s  

p r o v i d e d   w i t h   c o n n e c t o r   means   ( 3 , 4 )   at  each   end  t o  

a l l o w   i t   to  be  p o s i t i o n e d   b e t w e e n   a d j a c e n t   s e c t i o n a l  

s a n i t a r y   u n i t s   to   d e t e r m i n e   t h e   s p a c i n g   t h e r e b e t w e e n .  

6.  S e c t i o n a l   m o d u l a r   s a n i t a r y   w a r e   a c c o r d i n g  

to  C l a i m   5,  c h a r a c t e r i s e d   i n   t h a t   e ach   s a i d   s h e l f   i s  

s u p p o r t e d   e n t i r e l y   by  t h e   s a i d   c o n n e c t o r   means   ( 3 , 4 )  

by  w h i c h   i t   i s   c o n n e c t e d   to   t h e   a d j a c e n t   s a i d   s e c t i o n a l  

s a n i t a r y   u n i t   ( 1 0 , 1 1 , 1 3 , 1 4 ) .  

7.  S a n i t a r y   w a r e   a c c o r d i n g   to  C l a i m   5,  c h a r -  

a c t e r i s e d   i n   t h a t   t he   s a i d   s h e l f   ( 21 )   i s   p r o v i d e d  

w i t h   i n d e p e n d e n t   means   of  s u p p o r t ,   s u c h   as  b r a c k e t s  

or  a  p e d e s t a l .  








	bibliography
	description
	claims
	drawings

