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(§)  Soap. 

  A  bar  of  soap  (1)  is  provided  with  a  central  body  (2)  formed 
of  a  buoyant  material  whereby  the  soap  will  float  in  water.  The 
body  (2)  may  have  an  additional  purpose,  as  promotional  ma- 
terial  as  a  decoration,  as  a  toy,  gift  or  gimmick  of  some  kind. 



T h i s   i n v e n t i o n   r e l a t e s   to   s o a p   and  i s   d i r e c t e d   a t  

t h e   p r o b l e m   of   b a r s   of   s o a p   b e i n g   l o s t   or   o b s c u r e d   in  w a t e r  

d u r i n g   u s e .  

Soap   b e i n g   h e a v i e r   t h a n   w a t e r ,   a  b a r   of  s o a p   w i l l  

t e n d   to   s i n k   in  a  body   of   w a t e r .   Where   t h e   w a t e r   i s   d i r t y  

or   h e a v i l y   l a t h e r e d ,   t h e   b a r   can  be  t e m p o r a r i l y   l o s t .  

R e l o c a t i n g   i t   i s   f u r t h e r   c o m p l i c a t e d   by  t h e   s l i p p e r y   n a t u r e  

of  t h e   w e t t e d   s o a p   i t s e l f ,   p a r t i c u l a r l y   when  t h e   b a r   h a s  

b e e n   r e d u c e d   by  u s e   to   a  s m a l l   s i z e .   V a r i o u s   means   h a v e  

b e e n   p r o p o s e d   f o r   m o u n t i n g   s o a p   s u c h   t h a t   i t   i s   a c c e s s i b l e  

a t   a l l   t i m e s ,   b u t   e a c h   h a s   i m p o s e d   some  r e s t r i c t i o n   on  t h e  

use   to   w h i c h   t h e   s o a p   can  be  p u t .  

A c c o r d i n g   to   t h e   p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n   a  b a r   of  s o a p  

c o m p r i s e s   b u o y a n t   m a t e r i a l   s u c h   t h a t   i t s   n e t   w e i g h t   i s   l e s s  

t h a n   t h a t   of   i t s   v o l u m e   of   w a t e r .   T y p i c a l l y ,   t h e   b a r  

e n c l o s e s   a  c e n t r a l   body   c o m p r i s i n g   t h e   b u o y a n t   m a t e r i a l ,  

t h e   b u o y a n c y   of   w h i c h   i s   g r e a t e r   t h a n   t h e   n e t   w e i g h t   of   t h e  

b a r   in  w a t e r   w h e r e b y   t h e   b a r   w i l l   f l o a t .   V a r i o u s   b u o y a n t  

m a t e r i a l s   can   be  u s e d ,   s u i t a b l e   m a t e r i a l s   b e i n g   S t y l o f o r m s  

or  s p o n g e s .   In  u s e ,   t h e   b a r   d o e s   n o t   r e q u i r e   c a r e f u l  

s t o r a g e ,   b u t   can  be  l e f t   in  t h e   w a t e r   w h e r e   i t   w i l l   f l o a t  

a t   or   n e a r   t h e   s u r f a c e   and  be  v i s i b l e .   I t   i s   t h u s   r e a d i l y  

a v a i l a b l e   a t   a l l   t i m e s .  



A  f u r t h e r   a d v a n t a g e   of   t h e   i n v e n t i o n   w h e r e   a  

c e n t r a l   b u o y a n t   body  i s   u s e d ,   i s   t h a t   s u b s t a n t i a l l y   a l l   t h e  

s o a p   in  t h e   b a r   can  be  u s e d ,   down  to  t h e   c e n t r a l   body  w h i c h  

can  t h e n   be  d i s c a r d e d   or  r e c y c l e d .   The  c e n t r a l   p o r t i o n   c a n  

t a k e   many  f o r m s   or  s h a p e s ,   and  may  c o m p r i s e   p r o m o t i o n a l  

m a t e r i a l ,   a  p r i z e   or   g i f t ,  o r   some  c o l l e c t o r s   i t e m .   F o r  

e x a m p l e ,   t h e   p o r t i o n   m i g h t   be  a  t oy   or   t r i n k e t   of  s o m e  

k i n d ,   or   may  c o n t a i n   a  s e q u e n c e   number   or   d i g i t ,   o r  

c o m b i n a t i o n   of   n u m b e r s   or   d i g i t s   i n d i c a t i n g   a  p o t e n t i a l  

p r i z e   or  r e w a r d .   T h u s ,   s o a p   m a n u f a c t u r e r s   w h i c h   in  s o m e  

c a s e s   a r e   n o n - p r o f i t   m a k i n g   o r g a n i z a t i o n s   can  be  s p o n s o r e d  

by  c o m m e r c i a l   c o n c e r n s .   In  a n o t h e r   a l t e r n a t i v e ,   t h e   b o d y  

may  be  h o l l o w   to   p r o v i d e   t h e   r e q u i s i t e   b u o y a n c y ,   b u t   may  

a l s o   c o n t a i n   i t e m s   s u c h   as  f i r s t   d e s c r i b e d .   M e s s a g e s   a n d  

j o k e s   m i g h t   be  i n c l u d e d   f o r   e x a m p l e ,   as  in  p a r t y   c r a c k e r s .  

The  i n v e n t i o n   i s   i l l u s t r a t e d   b y  w a y   of   e x a m p l e   i n  

t h e   a c c o m p a n y i n g   d r a w i n g   in  w h i c h :  

F i g u r e   1  i s   a  p e r s p e c t i v e   v i e w   of  a  b a r   of  s o a p  

a c c o r d i n g   to   t h e   i n v e n t i o n ,   p a r t l y   b r o k e n   away  t o  

show  i t s   s t r u c t u r e ;   a n d  

F i g u r e   2  i s   a  s e c t i o n   t a k e n   a  l i n e   A-A  of   F i g u r e  

1 .  

A s  s h o w n   in  t he   d r a w i n g ,   a  b a r   of   s o a p   1  i s  

m o u l d e d   a r o u n d   a  body   2  of   b u o y a n t   m a t e r i a l .   The  body   2 

may  be  f o r m e d   as  an  h o l l o w   body   to   g i v e   i t   t h e   r e q u i s i t e  

b u o y a n c y ,   or  in  an  i n h e r e n t l y   b u o y a n t   m a t e r i a l   s u c h   a s  

S t y l o f o r m s   or  s p o n g e s .   S y n t h e t i c   p l a s t i c s   m a t e r i a l s   s u c h  



as  e x p a n d e d   p o l y s t y r e n e   may  a l s o   be  u s e d .   P l a s t i c s  

m a t e r i a l s   a r e   p r e f e r r e d   w h e r e   t h e   body  i s   to   have   s o m e  

o t h e r   p u r p o s e   s u c h   as  a  n o v e l t y   i t e m   or  p r o m o t i o n a l   e m b l e m ,  

or   w h e r e   i t   i s   to   be  an  h o l l o w   b o d y .  

The  body   2  c o n s t i t u t e s   o n l y   a  r e l a t i v e l y   s m a l l  

p r o p o r t i o n   of   t h e   t o t a l   v o l u m e   of   t h e   b a r   of  s o a p ,  

t y p i c a l l y   a r o u n d   15%.  The  a c t u a l   p r o p o r t i o n   w i l l   d e p e n d   o n  

t h e   r e s p e c t i v e   m a t e r i a l s   of   t h e   s o a p   1  and  body   2.  B e t w e e n  

10%  and  20%  i s   h o w e v e r   p r e f e r r e d   as  t h i s   r e s u l t s   in  a  s i z e  

of   b a r   t h a t   i s   u s e a b l e   down  to  t h e   c e n t r a l   body   b u t   c a r r i e s  

a  s u f f i c i e n t   q u a n t i t y   of  s o a p   when  new.  Such  a  p r o p o r t i o n  

a l s o   e n a b l e s   t h e   c e n t r a l   body   to   be  of   s u c h   a  s i z e   as  t o  

f u l f i l   a n o t h e r   p u r p o s e   and  d e s c r i b e d   a b o v e ,   s u c h   as  a 

b r o o c h   or   e m b l e m ,   i f   d e s i r e d .  



1.  A  b a r   of   s o a p   CHARACTERISED  IN  THAT  i t   c o m p r i s e s  

b u o y a n t   m a t e r i a l   in  an  a m o u n t   s u f f i c i e n t   to   r e n d e r   t h e   n e t  

w e i g h t   of  t h e   b a r   l e s s   t h a n   w a t e r   s u c h   t h a t   i t   f l o a t s   i n  

w a t e r .  

2.  A  b a r   of   s o a p   a c c o r d i n g   to  C l a i m   1  CHARACTERISED 

IN  THAT  t h e   b u o y a n t   m a t e r i a l   i s   in  t h e   f o rm  of   a  body  ( 2 )  

e n c l o s e d   w i t h i n   s o a p   ( 1 ) .  

3.  A  b a r   of  s o a p   a c c o r d i n g   to   C l a i m   2  CHARACTERISED 

IN  THAT  t h e   body   (2)  i s   h o l l o w .  

4.  A  b a r   of   s o a p   a c c o r d i n g   to  C l a i m   2  or   C l a i m   3 

CHARACTERISED  IN  THAT  t h e   body   is   f o r m e d   f rom  a  n a t u r a l  

m a t e r i a l .  

5.  A  b a r   of  s o a p   a c c o r d i n g   to  C l a i m   2  or  C l a i m   3 

CHARACTERISED  IN  THAT  t h e   body   i s   f o r m e d   f rom  a  p l a s t i c s  
m a t e r i a l .  

6.  A  b a r   of  s o a p   a c c o r d i n g   to   any  of   C l a i m s   2  to   5 

CHARACTERISED  IN  THAT  t he   body  c o m p r i s e s   p r o m o t i o n a l  

m a t e r i a l .  

7.  A  b a r   of   soap   a c c o r d i n g   to  any  of  C l a i m s   2  to   5 

CHARACTERISED  IN  THAT  t h e   body  c o m p r i s e s   a  n o v e l t y   i t e m .  
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