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 A   container  of  a  size  suitable  for  accommodating  a 
human  body  includes  two  substantially  similar  trough 
shaped  members  3,  5  which  are  detachably  connected 
together  about  respective  mating  free  edges,  and  sealing 
means  15  being  located  at  said  free  edges  to  seal  the 
container  to  provide  a  gas  or  liquid  tight  seal.  Each  trough 
shaped  member  may  be  used  alone  as  an  open  topped 
container. 





T h i s   i n v e n t i o n   r e l a t e s   t o  a   c o n t a i n e r   w h i c h   i s   of  a  

s i z e   s u i t a b l e   fo r   t r a n s p o r t i n g   human  b o d i e s ,   a l t h o u g h   i t  

may  be  used   fo r   c a r r y i n g   many  d i f f e r e n t   t y p e s   of  goods   a n d  

a d d i t i o n a l l y   may  be  u s e d   f o r   o t h e r   p u r p o s e s .  

As  a  r e s u l t   of  a  n a t u r a l   d i s a s t e r ,   e p i d e m i c ,  

e x p l o s i o n ,   war  ( i n c l u d i n g   b a c t e r i a l   c h e m i c a l ,   c i v i l   a n d  

n u c l e a r   war)  or  a f t e r   an  a c c i d e n t   such  as  a  c a r ,   t r a i n   o r  

p l a n e   c r a s h ,   i n j u r e d   p e r s o n s   and  c o r p s e s   may  r e q u i r e  

i m m e d i a t e   t r a n s p o r t a t i o n   f r o m   the   d i s a s t e r   a r e a .   O f t e n  

s u c h   an  a r e a   i s   r e m o t e   or  t h e   b o d i e s   h a v e   to   be  t r a n s p o r t e d  

t h r o u g h   d i f f i c u l t   t e r r a i n   or  a t m o s p h e r e ,   such   as  w a t e r  

a f t e r   a  f l o o d   or  t h r o u g h   d a n g e r o u s   f umes   a f t e r   a  f i r e .  

U s u a l l y   the  me thod   of  t r a n s p o r t i n g   an  i n j u r e d   p e r s o n   is  o n  

a  s t r e t c h e r   and  c o r p s e s   a r e   t y p i c a l l y   t r a n s p o r t e d   in  l a r g e  

p l a s t i c   b a g s .  

A c c o r d i n g   to  t h e   p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n   t h e r e   i s   p r o v i d e d   a  

c o n t a i n e r   of  a  s i z e   s u i t a b l e   f o r   a c c o m m o d a t i n g   a  h u m a n  

body ,   the   c o n t a i n e r   c o m p r i s i n g   two  s u b s t a n t i a l l y   s i m i l a r  

t r o u g h   s h a p e d   m e m b e r s   d e t a c h a b l y   c o n n e c t e d   t o g e t h e r   a b o u t  

t h e i r   r e s p e c t i v e ,   m a t i n g   f r e e   e d g e s ,   and  s e a l i n g   m e a n s  

b e i n g   l o c a t e d   at   s a i d   f r e e   e d g e s   to  s e a l   the   c o n t a i n e r   t o  

p r o v i d e   a  gas  or  l i q u i d   t i g h t   s e a l .  

The  c o n t a i n e r   may  be  u s e d   w i t h   the   two  t r o u g h   s h a p e d  

m e m b e r s   c o n n e c t e d   t o g e t h e r   or  a l t e r n a t i v e l y   e a c h   t r o u g h  

s h a p e d   member  may  be  u s e d   as  a  s e p a r a t e   open  t o p p e d  

c o n t a i n e r .  

P r e f e r a b l y   the   t r o u g h   s h a p e d   m e m b e r s   a r e   w a t e r p r o o f  

and  f l o a t a b l e   so  t h a t   t h e y   may  be  used   in  f l o o d   c o n d i t i o n s ,  

o r ,   f o r   i n s t a n c e ,   a t   s e a   or  on  a  r i v e r .  

P r e f e r a b l y   the   m a t e r i a l   of  the   t r o u g h   s h a p e d   m e m b e r s  

is   f i r e p r o o f   so  t h a t   i t   can   be  used   to  t r a n s p o r t ,   f o r  

i n s t a n c e ,   i n j u r e d   p e r s o n s   or  c o r p s e s   t h r o u g h   f i r e .   T h e  

c o n t a i n e r   may  be  u sed   w i t h   t he   two  t r o u g h   s h a p e d   m e m b e r s  



j o i n e d   t o g e t h e r   n o t   o n l y   fo r   t r a n s p o r t i n g   c o r p s e s   b u t   a l s o  

fo r   t r a n s p o r t i n g   i n j u r e d   p e r s o n s ,   in  w h i c h   c a s e   the   p e r s o n  

may  be  p r o v i d e d   w i t h   b r e a t h i n g   a p p a r a t u s   so  t h a t   he  may  b e  

s u p p l i e d   w i t h   a i r   or  o x y g e n   s h o u l d   he  be  in   t h e   c o n t a i n e r  

for   any  l e n g t h   of  t i m e .  

The  two  t r o u g h   s h a p e d   m e m b e r s   a re   p r e f e r a b l y   r e a d i l y  

c o n n e c t a b l e   t o g e t h e r   and  e a s i l y   s e p a r a b l e .   P r e f e r a b l y   t h e y  

a r e   s h a p e d   so  t h a t   t h e y   may  be  n e s t e d   w i t h i n   e a c h   o t h e r   f o r  

c o m p a c t   s t o r a g e   and  t r a n s p o r t .  

P r e f e r a b l y   t h e   t r o u g h   s h a p e d   m e m b e r s   a re   i d e n t i c a l .  

T h i s   h a s   t h e   a d v a n t a g e   t h a t   o n l y   one   i t e m   n e e d   be  h e l d   i n  

s t o c k ,   t h e r e b y   a v o i d i n g   the   c o n f u s i o n   t h a t   m i g h t   o t h e r w i s e  

o c c u r   i f   i t   were   n e c e s s a r y   to  m a t c h   t o g e t h e r   two  d i f f e r e n t  

i t e m s   f o r   use  d u r i n g   an  e m e r g e n c y   or  d i s a s t e r .  

P r e f e r a b l y   e a c h   t r o u g h   s h a p e d   member   i s   a  d e e p  

e l o n g a t e   r o u n d e d   s h e l l   and  i s   p r e f e r a b l y   f o r m e d   of  a  

m a t e r i a l   w h i c h   has   g l a s s   r e i n f o r c e d   p l a s t i c s   ( f i b r e g l a s s ) ,  

c a r b o n   f i b r e   or  any  o t h e r   s u i t a b l e   l i g h t w e i g h t   b u t   s t r o n g  

p l a s t i c s   m a t e r i a l .  

P r e f e r a b l y   e a c h   t r o u g h   s h a p e d   member   c o m p r i s e s   i n n e r  

and  o u t e r   s p a c e d   a p a r t   m o u l d i n g s .   As  a  r e s u l t   t he   t r o u g h  

s h a p e d   member   i s   a  v e r y   r i g i d   d o u b l e   s k i n n e d   s t r u c t u r e   a n d ,  

w i t h   the   s k i n   s p a c e d   a p a r t ,   p r o v i d e s   a  h i g h l y   i n s u l a t e d  

e l e m e n t   when  f o r m i n g   p a r t   of  t he   c o n t a i n e r .   F u r t h e r m o r e ,  

by  s e p a r a t e l y   m o u l d i n g   each   " s k i n "   the   i n t e r n a l   a n d  

e x t e r n a l   s u r f a c e s   of  t he   a s s e m b l e d   t r o u g h   s h a p e d   member   m a y  
be  p r o d u c e d   w i t h   a  v e r y   smoo th   f i n i s h .  

P r e f e r a b l y   the   s e a l i n g   means   c o m p r i s e   a  p a i r   of  m a t i n g  

s e a l   e l e m e n t s ,   e a c h   b e i n g   c o n n e c t e d   to  and  e x t e n d i n g   o v e r  

t h e   w h o l e   of  a  f r e e   e d g e   of  any   r e s p e c t i v e   t r o u g h   s h a p e d  

m e m b e r ,   the  e l e m e n t s   of  t he   p a i r   b e i n g   fo r   e n g a g e m e n t   w i t h  

each   o t h e r   when  t he   t r o u g h e d   s h a p e d   m e m b e r s   a re   c o n n e c t e d  

t o g e t h e r   to  fo rm  the   a s s e m b l e d   c o n t a i n e r .   More  p r e f e r a b l y  

each   s e a l   e l e m e n t   is   f o r m e d   of  a  f l e x i b l e   r u b b e r   or  r u b b e r  

l i k e   m a t e r i a l   and  has   a  p a i r   of  s p a c e d   a p a r t  



p r o j e c t i o n s ,   e ach   e x t e n d i n g   t he   e n t i r e   l e n g t h   of  t h e  

e l e m e n t   and  in  a  d i r e c t i o n   t o w a r d s   the  o t h e r   e l e m e n t   t o  

p r o v i d e   a  d o u b l e   s e a l .  

P r e f e r a b l y   e a c h   t r o u g h   s h a p e d   member  i s   p r o v i d e d   w i t h  

i n t e g r a l ,   l o n g i t u d i n a l l y   e x t e n d i n g   s k i d s   fo r   e a s y   s l i d i n g  

m o v e m e n t .  

P r e f e r a b l y   t he   c o n t a i n e r   i s   p r o v i d e d   w i t h   a  p l u r a l i t y  

of  f a s t e n i n g   means   w h e r e b y   the   t r o u g h   s h a p e d   m e m b e r s   may  b e  

d e t a c h a b l y   c o n n e c t e d   t o g e t h e r .   These   f a s t e n i n g   means   m a y  

be,   f o r   i n s t a n c e ,   s n a p ,   t o g g l e   or  s t r a p   f a s t e n e r s .  

P r e f e r a b l y ,   the   f a s t e n e r s   a r e   p r o v i d e d   a l o n g   e a c h   s i d e   o f  

the   c o n t a i n e r   and  more   p r e f e r a b l y   f o u r   such  f a s t e n e r s   a r e  

p r o v i d e d   down  e a c h   s i d e   of  t he   c o n t a i n e r .   Where   t h e  

f a s t e n e r s   have   " m a l e "   and  " f e m a l e "   e l e m e n t s ,   t he   m a l e  

m e m b e r s   a re   p r e f e r a b l y   p r o v i d e d   down  one  s i d e   of  a  t r o u g h  

member   and  f e m a l e   m e m b e r s   a l o n g   the   o t h e r   s i d e   so  t h a t   a n y  

one  t r o u g h   member   can   be  c o n n e c t e d   to  any  o t h e r   s u c h  

m e m b e r .  

P r e f e r a b l y   each   t r o u g h   s h a p e d   member  i s   p r o v i d e d   w i t h  

c a r r y i n g   h a n d l e s ,   more   p r e f e r a b l y   w i t h   such  h a n d l e s   t h a t  

a re   l o c a t e d   on  the   s i d e s   and  the   ends   of  the   t r o u g h   s h a p e d  

m e m b e r .   The  a r r a n g e m e n t   i s   p r e f e r a b l y   such  t h a t   c a r r y i n g  

p o l e s   can   be  e a s i l y   a t t a c h e d   to  the   t r o u g h   s h a p e d   m e m b e r s  

to  a l l o w   them  to  be  c o n v e r t e d   i n t o   s t r e t c h e r s .  

The  t r o u g h   s h a p e d   m e m b e r s   or  the   c o n t a i n e r s   may  a l s o  

be  u s e d   to  t r a n s p o r t ,   f o r   i n s t a n c e ,   m e d i c a l   s u p p l i e s ,   f o o d ,  

l i q u i d   or  i c e   to  b r i n g   s u p p l i e s   i n t o   a  d i s a s t e r   a r e a   a n d  

t h e n   may  be  u s e d   to  c a r r y   i n j u r e d   p e r s o n s   or  c o r p s e s   o u t   o f  

the   d i s a s t e r   a r e a .   When  b e i n g   t r a n s p o r t e d   o v e r   l a n d   or  s e a  

the   c o n t a i n e r s   or  t r o u g h   s h a p e d   m e m b e r s   may  be  c o n n e c t e d  

t o g e t h e r   so  t h a t   a  p l u r a l i t y   of  t h e m   may  be  t o w e d   o n e  

b e h i n d   the   o t h e r .  

A  c o n t a i n e r   in  a c c o r d a n c e   w i t h   the  p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n  

w i l l   now  be  d e s c r i b e d ,   by  way  of  e x a m p l e   o n l y ,   and  w i t h  

r e f e r e n c e   to  the   a c c o m p a n y i n g   d r a w i n g s ,   in  w h i c h : -  



F i g u r e   1  is   a  s i d e   e l e v a t i o n   of  a  c o n t a i n e r   i n  

a c c o r d a n c e   w i t h   t he   p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n ;  

F i g u r e   2  i s   a  v i e w   of  t h e   i n t e r i o r   of  one  of  t h e  

t r o u g h   s h a p e d   member s   of  the   c o n t a i n e r   of  F i g u r e   1 ;  

F i g u r e   3  is   a  t r a n s v e r s e   s e c t i o n   on  t he   t r o u g h   s h a p e d  

member   of  F i g u r e   2;  a n d  

F i g u r e s   4A  and  4B  s h o w   in  d e t a i l   t h e   s e a l i n g  

a r r a n g e m e n t   of  the   c o n t a i n e r   of  F i g u r e   1 .  

R e f e r r i n g   to  t he   a c c o m p a n y i n g   d r a w i n g s ,   a  c o n t a i n e r   1 

in  a c c o r d a n c e   w i t h   the   p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n   c o m p r i s e s   t w o  

i d e n t i c a l   t r o u g h   s h a p e d   m e m b e r s   3  and  5.  Each  t r o u g h  

s h a p e d   m e m b e r   3,  5  h a s   a  m a i n   b o d y   p a r t   made   of  f i r e  

r e t a r d a n t   f i b r e g l a s s   and  in  t h i s   e m b o d i m e n t   t he   member   h a s  

a  l e n g t h   of  a b o u t   2m,  a  d e p t h   of   a b o u t   45cm  and  a  w i d t h   o f  

a b o u t   60cm.  Each  t r o u g h   s h a p e d   member   is   g e n t l y   r o u n d e d  

b e t w e e n   t h e   s i d e   w a l l s ,   t h e   e n d   w a l l s   and  t h e   b a s e   and   e a c h  

i s   f o r m e d   f r o m   two   s p a c e d   a p a r t   m o u l d i n g s   7  a n d  9 ,   a s  

i l l u s t r a t e d   in  F i g u r e   3.  The  two  m o u l d i n g s   7  and  9  a r e  

f i t t e d   t o g e t h e r   w i t h   an  a p p r o p r i a t e   number   of  s p a c i n g  

e l e m e n t s ,   such   as  f i b r e g l a s s   m a t s   or  the   l i k e ,   l o c a t e d  

t h e r e b e t w e e n   in  o r d e r   to  l e a v e   an  gap  b e t w e e n   t he   t w o  

m o u l d i n g s .   In  t h i s   way  a  v e r y   s t r o n g   and  r i g i d   s t r u c t u r e  

is   f o r m e d   w i t h   s m o o t h   o u t e r   and  i n n e r   s u r f a c e s   and  w h i c h  

p r o v i d e s   good  t h e r m a l   i n s u l a t i o n .   T y p i c a l l y   t he   t h i c k n e s s  

of  e a c h   m o u l d i n g   is   a b o u t   2  to  4mm,  p r e f e r a b l y   a b o u t   3mm 

and  t h e   s p a c e   b e t w e e n   t h e   m o u l d i n g s   i s   a b o u t   0.5  to   2 m m ,  

p r e f e r a b l y   a b o u t   lmm.  The  o u t e r   m o u l d i n g   7  is   f o r m e d   w i t h  

t h r e e   l o n g i t u d i n a l l y   e x t e n d i n g   i n t e g r a l   r o u n d e d   r i b s   11  

w h i c h   fo rm  s k i d s   to  e n a b l e   a  t r o u g h   s h a p e d   m e m b e r ,   or  a n  

a s s e m b l e d   c o n t a i n e r   to  be  s l i d   e a s i l y   ove r   a  s u r f a c e .  

The  c o n t i n u o u s   e d g e   of  t h e   w a l l s   of  t h e   t r o u g h   s h a p e d  

member   a r e   t u r n e d   over   to   f o r m   an  i n t e g r a l   f l a n g e   13  a n d  

t h i s   f l a n g e   13  i s   p r o v i d e d   w i t h   a  r u b b e r   s e a l   m e m b e r   1 5  

wh ich   w i l l   be  d e s c r i b e d   in  d e t a i l   b e l o w .  

The  t r o u g h   s h a p e d   member   3,  5  is  f o r m e d   w i t h   t w o  



s h a l l o w   r e c e s s e s   17  on  e a c h   s i d e   and  a  s i m i l a r   s h a l l o w  

r e c e s s   a t   e ach   end.   F i x e d   i n t o   t h e s e   r e c e s s e s   a r e   m e t a l  

p l a t e s   19  w h i c h   c a r r y   h a n d l e s   21  and  w h i c h   a re   s p r i n g   u r g e d  

i n t o   t h e   r e c e s s e s   so  t h a t   t h e y   do  n o t   p r o t r u d e   f r o m   t h e  

s i d e   of  t he   c o n t a i n e r   when  t h e y   a r e   not   in  u se .   The  p l a t e s  

19  may  be  a t t a c h e d   by  r i v e t s   d i r e c t l y   to  t he   f i b r e g l a s s  

body  or  may  be  f i x e d   to  c o r r e s p o n d i n g   p l a t e s   l o c a t e d  

b e t w e e n   t h e   two   s k i n s   7  and  9  in  o r d e r   to  g i v e   a  f i r m e r  

f i x i n g .  

The  o u t e r   s k i n   7  i s   f o r m e d   w i t h   a  p l u r a l i t y   of  s h a l l o w  

i n t e g r a l   p r o j e c t i o n s   23,  f o u r   b e i n g   s p a c e d   down  e a c h   s i d e  

and  two  s p a c e d   a p a r t   a t   e a c h   end  of  a  t r o u g h   s h a p e d   m e m b e r .  

Each  p r o j e c t i o n   23  c a r r i e s   one  e l e m e n t   of  a  two  p a r t  

f a s t e n i n g   d e v i c e   25,  t he   m a t i n g   e l e m e n t   b e i n g   l o c a t e d   o n  

the   o t h e r   t r o u g h   s h a p e d   m e m b e r .   The  f a s t e n e r s   may  be  o f  

any  s u i t a b l e   t y p e   i n c l u d i n g   s n a p   or  t o g g l e   f a s t e n e r s .  

Where   t he   f a s t e n i n g   i n c l u d e s   " m a l e "   and  " f e m a l e "   e l e m e n t s  

the   a r r a n g e m e n t   i s   p r e f e r a b l y   such  t h a t   one  t r o u g h   s h a p e d  

member   may  be  used   w i t h   any  o t h e r   t r o u g h   s h a p e d   member   t o  

fo rm  t he   c o n t a i n e r .   For  i n s t a n c e ,   the   male   e l e m e n t s   may  b e  

l o c a t e d   on  one  s i d e   and  a t   one  end  of  the  t r o u g h   s h a p e d  

member   and  f e m a l e   e l e m e n t s   down  the   o t h e r   s i d e   and  t h e  

o t h e r   e n d .  

The  f e a t u r e s   of  t he   r e c e s s e d   h a n d l e s   and  the   s l i g h t l y  

p r o j e c t i n g   p o r t i o n s   fo r   t he   f a s t e n e r s   a re   such   t h a t   t h e  

t r o u g h   s h a p e d   m e m b e r s   may  be  r e a d i l y   s t a c k e d   one  i n s i d e   t h e  

o t h e r   fo r   s t o r a g e   or  t r a n s p o r t   p u r p o s e s .  

R e f e r r i n g   p a r t i c u l a r l y   to  F i g u r e   4,  i t   can  be  s e e n  

t h a t   the   s e a l   a r r a n g e m e n t   f o r   the   c o n t a i n e r   1  c o m p r i s e s   t w o  

s e a l   e l e m e n t s   27  and  29,  e ach   s e a l   e l e m e n t   b e i n g   a s s o c i a t e d  

w i t h   a  r e s p e c t i v e   t r o u g h   m e m b e r .  

Each  s e a l   e l e m e n t   may  be  made  of  a  s y n t h e t i c   r u b b e r  

m a t e r i a l   such  as  n e o p r e n e .   The  e l e m e n t   is  shown  in  s e c t i o n  

d e t a c h e d   f r o m   t h e   t r o u g h   m e m b e r   in  F i g u r e   4A.  I t   i s   o f  

g e n e r a l l y   c h a n n e l   s h a p e   w i t h   a  r e l a t i v e l y   l a r g e   l i m h  3 1  



h a v i n g   h o l l o w   p r o j e c t i o n s   33  and  35  e x t e n d i n g   in  the   s a m e  

d i r e c t i o n   f rom  e a c h   s i d e   edge   of  l i m b   31.  O p p o s i t e  

p r o j e c t i o n   35  e x t e n d s   the   b i g h t   37  and  r e l a t i v e l y   s m a l l e r  

l i m b   39  of  the   e l e m e n t .  

F i g u r e   4B  s h o w s   d e t a i l   of  a  s e a l i n g   a r r a n g e m e n t   o f  

c o n t a i n e r   1.  The  s e a l i n g   e l e m e n t s   27  and  29  a re   a r r a n g e d  

as  shown  a b o u t   r e s p e c t i v e   f l a n g e s   13  of  the   t r o u g h   m e m b e r s  

3  and  5.  Each  s e a l   e l e m e n t   is   a t t a c h e d   to  i t s   r e s p e c t i v e  

f l a n g e   by  a  s e r i e s   of  r i v e t s   41  s p a c e d   a p a r t   a b o u t   t h e  

e n t i r e   f r e e   e d g e   of  t h e   t r o u g h   m e m b e r .   As  s h o w n   in   F i g u r e  

4B,  the   s e a l i n g   e l e m e n t s   a re   a r r a n g e d   w i t h   t h e i r  

c o r r e s p o n d i n g   p r o j e c t i o n s   33  and  35  c o n t a c t i n g   each   o t h e r  

when  the   two  t r o u g h   m e m b e r s   a re   f a s t e n e d   t o g e t h e r   t h e r e b y  

c o m p r e s s i n g   t h e s e   p r o j e c t i o n s   to  f o r m   a  d o u b l e   s e a l .   E v e n  

i f   the   t r o u g h   m e m b e r s   a re   f a s t e n e d   t o g e t h e r   in  a  m i s a l i g n e d  

m a n n e r ,   or  one  or  b o t h   t r o u g h   m e m b e r s   a r e   s o m e w h a t  

d i s t o r t e d   f rom  t h e i r   o r i g i n a l   s h a p e ,   so  t h a t   t h e  

p r o j e c t i o n s   33  and  35  do  no t   e n g a g e   as  shown  in  F i g u r e   4 B ,  

t h e r e   i s   s t i l l   e v e r y   l i k e l i h o o d   of   a  g o o d   s e a l   b e i n g   f o r m e d  

w i t h   t h e   p r o j e c t i o n   33  or  35  of   one   s e a l i n g   e l e m e n t  

e n g a g i n g   f i r m l y   w i t h   the   s i d e   of  a  p r o j e c t i o n   on  the   o t h e r  

s e a l   e l e m e n t   or  p o s s i b l y   w i t h   t he   f l a t   p a r t   of  the   s e a l   4 5  

l o c a t e d   b e t w e e n   t he   p r o j e c t i o n s   on  t he   o t h e r   s e a l i n g  

e l e m e n t s .  

R e f e r r i n g   to  F i g u r e   2,  one  or  b o t h   t r o u g h   m e m b e r s   m a y  
be  p r o v i d e d   w i t h   a  s t r i p   of  s o f t   m a t e r i a l   such  as  f o a m e d  

p l a s t i c s   m a t e r i a l   w h i c h   c o v e r s   e s s e n t i a l l y   the  w h o l e   of  t h e  

b a s e   of  t h e   t r o u g h   m e m b e r   so  as  to   f o r m   a  c o m f o r t a b l e   p a d  

on  w h i c h   an  i n j u r e d   p e r s o n   may  l i e .  



1.  A  c o n t a i n e r   of  a  s i z e   s u i t a b l e   for   a c c o m m o d a t i n g  

a  human  body ,   the   c o n t a i n e r   c o m p r i s i n g   two  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  

s i m i l a r   t r o u g h   s h a p e d   m e m b e r s   d e t a c h a b l y   c o n n e c t e d   t o g e t h e r  

a b o u t   t h e i r   r e s p e c t i v e   m a t i n g   f r e e   e d g e s ,   and  s e a l i n g  

m e a n s   b e i n g   l o c a t e d   a t   e a c h   f r e e   e d g e   to  s e a l   t h e   c o n t a i n e r  

to   p r o v i d e   a  gas   or  l i q u i d   s e a l .  

2.  A  c o n t a i n e r   a c c o r d i n g   to  c l a i m   1  w h e r e i n   e a c h  

t r o u g h   s h a p e d   member  i s   f o r m e d   of  f i b r e g l a s s .  

3.  A  c o n t a i n e r   a c c o r d i n g   to  c l a i m   1  or  c l a i m   2 

w h e r e i n   each   t r o u g h   s h a p e d   member   c o m p r i s e s   s p a c e d   a p a r t  
i n n e r   and  o u t e r   p l a s t i c s   m o u l d i n g s .  

4.  A  c o n t a i n e r   a c c o r d i n g   to  any  of  the   p r e c e d i n g  

c l a i m s   w h e r e i n   the   s e a l i n g   m e a n s   c o m p r i s e   a  p a i r   of  m a t i n g  

e l e m e n t s ,   e a c h   b e i n g   c o n n e c t e d   to  and  e x t e n d i n g   o v e r   t h e  

w h o l e   of  t h e   f r e e   e d g e   of  a  r e s p e c t i v e   t r o u g h   s h a p e d  

m e m b e r .  

5.  A  c o n t a i n e r   a c c o r d i n g   to  c l a i m   4  w h e r e i n   e a c h  

s e a l   e l e m e n t   is   f o r m e d   f rom  a  f l e x i b l e   r u b b e r   m a t e r i a l  

h a v i n g   a  p a i r   of  s p a c e d   a p a r t   p r o j e c t i o n s   each   e x t e n d i n g  

t h e   e n t i r e   l e n g t h   of  t h e   s e a l   e l e m e n t   and  in   a  d i r e c t i o n  

t o w a r d s   the   o t h e r   e l e m e n t   to  p r o v i d e   a  d o u b l e   s e a l .  

6.  A  c o n t a i n e r   a c c o r d i n g   to  any  of  the   p r e c e d i n g  

c l a i m s   w h e r e i n   each   t r o u g h   s h a p e d   member   is   p r o v i d e d   w i t h  

i n t e g r a l ,   l o n g i t u d i n a l l y   e x t e n d i n g   s k i d s   for   e a s y   s l i d i n g  

m o v e m e n t .  

7.  A  c o n t a i n e r   a c c o r d i n g   to  any  of  the   p r e c e d i n g  

c l a i m s   w h e r e i n   each   t r o u g h   s h a p e d   member  is  p r o v i d e d   w i t h   a  

p l u r a l i t y   of  f a s t e n i n g   m e a n s   w h e r e b y   the   t r o u g h   s h a p e d  

member s   may  be  d e t a c h a b l y   c o n n e c t e d   t o g e t h e r .  

8.  A  c o n t a i n e r   a c c o r d i n g   to  any  of  the   p r e c e d i n g  

c l a i m s   w h e r e i n   each  t r o u g h   s h a p e d   member  is  p r o v i d e d   w i t h  

c a r r y i n g   h a n d l e s   a t t a c h e d   t h e r e t o .  
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