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(54)  Process  for  forming  metallic  articles  and  castings  used  therein. 
(53)  A  process  for  forming  a  metalic  article  (9)  such  as  a  fluid 
actuated  ram  assembly  and  particularly  a  hydraulically  actua- 
ted  ram  assembly  which  includes  as  an  initial  step  production 
of  a  raw  casting  from  a  mould.  Subsequently  one  or  more 
transverse  parting  operations  are  effected  to  the  casting  so  as 
to  form  components  of  the  article  which  may  subsequently 
be  attached  to  form  the  article.  Suitably  the  raw  casting  is 
mounted  on  a  lathe  for  various  machining  operations  to  be  I 
effected  prior  to  carrying  out  the  parting  operations. 

There  is  also  provided  a  raw  casting  (9)  which  has  a  rear 
portion  (10)  having  a  bifurcated  end  (19)  as  well  as  front  por- 
tion  having  a  bifurcated  end  (18).  The  raw  casting  may  also 
include  a  barrel  portion  (16)  having  an  internal  bore  (13).  The 
rear  portion  may  serve  as  a  precursor  for  a  rear  end  cap  (49) 
and  associated  clevis  (60)  of  the  hydraulically  actuated  ram 
assembly  and  the  front  portion  may  serve  as  a  precursor  for 
the  rod  clevis  (32)  of  the  hydraulically  actuated  ram  assembly 
which  may  be  screw  threadedly  attached  to  a  piston  rod  (51) 
or  piston  of  the  hydraulically  actuated  ram  assembly. 
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CLAIMS  INCURRING  FEES 

The  present  European  patent  application  comprised  at  the  time  of  filing  more  than  ten  claims 

■  r—  |  All  claims  fees  have  been  paid  within  the  prescribed  time  limn.  The  present  European  search  report  has  been 

drawn  up  for  all  claims 

I—  I  Only  part  of  the  claims  fees  have  been  paid  within  the  prescribed  time  limit  The  present  European  search 
—  report  has  been  drawn  up  for  the  first  ten  claims  and  for  those  claims  for  which  claims  fees  nave  been  paid. 

namely  claims: 

I  —  1  No  claims  fees  have  been  paid  within  the  prescribed  time  limit.  The  present  European  search  report  has  been 

drawn  up  for  the  first  ten  claims. 

LACK  OF  UNITY  OF  INVENTION X 

The  Search  Division  considers  that  the  present  European  patent  application  does  not  comply  with  the  requirement  of  unity  of 

invention  and  relates  to  several  inventions  or  groups  of  inventions. 
namely: 

1.  C l a i m s   1 - 2 1 :   F o r m i n g   c o m p o n e n t s   of  an  a r t i c l e   f r o m   a  
s i n g l e   c a s t i n g  

2.  C l a i m s   2 2 - 2 9 :   A  c a s t i n g   c o m p r i s i n g   b i f u r c a t e d   f r o n t  
and  r e a r   e n d s   and   a  b a r r e l   p o r t i o n   w i t h  
an  i n t e r n a l   b o r e  

■  —  I  All  further  search  fees  have  been  paid  within  the  fixed  time  limit  The  present  European  search  report  has 

been  drawn  up  for  all  claims 

I  —  I  Only  part  of  the  further  search  fees  have  been  paid  within  the  fixed  time  limit.  The  present  European  March 
—  report  has  been  drawn  up  for  those  parts  of  the  European  patent  application  which  reMe  to  the  inventions  in 

respect  of  which  search  fees  have  been  paid. 

namely  claims: 

fy~|  None  of  the  further  search  fees  has  been  paid  within  the  fixed  time  limit.  The  present  European  i»«rch  rtport 

has  been  drawn  up  for  those  parts  of  the  European  patent  application  which  relate  to  th«  invention  first 

mentioned  in  the  claims. 

namely  claims:  1~  21  _ _ _ _ _ ^ _ _ _ _  
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