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69 Package for a consumer article.

&) Theinvention relates to a situation in which a merchant puts
at a client’s disposal an apparatus (9) for processing consumer
articles (1) that are sold by him. The operation of the apparatus (9)
is made dependent on the purchase of the consumer article (1) in
question by making an element (4) releasing the operation of the
apparatus (9) to form part of the package (2) so as to make
operation of the apparatus (9) only possible with the unlocking
element (4).
The unlocking element can take the form of a cardboard
W™ card (4) on which a magnetic strip (5) containing a code is applied.
The apparatus may be a coffee making apparatus (9) comprising
a device for reading the magnetic code of the card (4), releasing
™ the coffee making process and for erasing the code.
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TITLE MODIFIED

see front page

Short title: Packing for a consumer article.

The invention relates to a packing of a consumer
article and in particular to a packing of an article to be
processed in an apparatus.

The invention relates to a situation in which a
merchant puts at the client's disposal an apparatus for
processing consumer articles that are sold by him.

The aim of the invention is to provide means to
make the operation of the apparatus dependent on the purchase
of the consumer article in question.

The aim is reached by an element releasing the
processing of the apparatus forming part of the packing. The
operation of the apparatus is only possible with the
unlocking element enclosed with that specific packing.

The invention will now be described on the basis of
an embodiment according to the accompanying drawing. In the
drawing the figures show:

Fig. 1l: a perspective view of the packing according
to the invention, in which part of the
packing is broken away:;

Fig. 2: a perspective view of an unlocking element

according to the invention;
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Fig. 3: a schematic illustration of a code of an
unlocking element according to the
invention; and

Fig. 4: a perspective view of the coffee making
apparatus according to the invention.

The packing shown in Fig. 1 consists of a bag 1
containing coffee, of which the flap 2 has been folded down
and adhered to the underside of the bag by a piece of
adhesive paper 3. Between the flap 2 of the bag and the part
of the bag in which the coffee is contained, a cardboard card
4 with a magnetic strip 5 has been inserted, which card can
be seen by the broken away part of the flap 2.

In Fig. 2 the cardboard card 4 on which a magnetic
strip 5 has been applied is shown. The part 6 of the magnetic
strip 5 contains a magnetic code, in the shape of alternate
magnetized areas.

The part 6 of the magnetic strip 5 containing the
code is shown enlarged in Fig. 3. Here, the areas 7
magnetized towards the south pole and the areas 8 magnetized
towards the north pole, which are shown shaded are clearly
visible.

The width of the strip is 4,7 mm, the length of the
part containing the code is 14 mm and the pitch of the
magnetized areas is 0,5 mm.

In Fig. 4 a coffee making apparatus 9 is depidted.
The coffee making apparatus comprises an aperture 10, through
which the magnetic card 4 can be inserted. Behind the
aperture a read-and-extinguish device is placed. The coffee
making apparatus further comprises elements which are known
per se and which will therefore not be described here.

To put the coffee making apparatus into operation,
the filter cup 11 of the coffee making apparatus has - after
the application of a filter - to be filled with the amount of
ground coffee which has been delivered in one packing
according to the invention. The water reservoir (not shown)
has to be filled with water after removal of the 1id 12

through the orifice which is then released. Subsequently an

empty coffee pot 13 has to be placed on a warming hob 14
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which is provided on the left hand side of the apparatus, and
this warming hob has to be switched on by means of a switch
which is placed on the front of the coffee making apparatus.
Then the coffee making process is started by inserting the
magnetic card 4 belonging to the packing into the aperture 10
which is intended therefore.

The card 4 is then read by a card-read-and-
extinguish device (not shown) which is provided behind the
aperture 10 wherein by a comparison circuit which is not
depicted either, the code read by the card reader is compared
with a code which has been inserted into the comparison
circuit. When both codes correspond with each other the card
is being extinguished by the card-read-and—-extinguish device
and is ejected through the aperture 10, while the comparison
circuit switches on the heating element of the coffee making
apparatus through which the coffee brewing process starts.
When the codes do not correspond with each other, the
magnetic card is ejected without switching on the heating
element. Over the aperture 10 a control lamp 16 is provided
which lights when said codes correspond with each other. On
the right hand side of the switch 15 a control lamp 17 is
provided, which lights during the coffee making process.
After the termination of the coffee making process the coffee
pot 13 is positioned onto a warming hob 18 on the right hand
side which can be switched on by switch 19 which is provided
on the right hand side of switch 15, so that a further coffee

making process can be initiated.
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CLAIMS

1. Packing for a consumer article to be processed
in an apparatus, characterized in that an unlocking element
releasing the processing of the apparatus forms part of the
packing. ,

2. Packing according to claim 1, characterized in
that the unlocking element is being made unfit for further
use when releasing the processing of the apparatus.

3. Packing according to claim 1 or 2, characterized
by the consumer article being tea or coffee and by the
apparatus being a tea or coffee making apparatus.

4. Unlocking element for use with a packing
according to one of the preceding claims characterized by the
unlocking element bearing a code which is recognizable by the
apparatus.

5. Unlocking element for use with a packing
according to one of the preceding claims characterized in the
unlocking element being a magnetic card. ‘

6. Unlocking element according to claim 5,
characterized by the element being coded according to Fig. 4.

7. Unlocking element according to claim 4,

characterized by the code of the unlocking element being
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extinguished during release.

8. Packing
characterized in the
packing.

9. Packing
characterized in the
packing.

10. Packing
characterized in the
packing.

11. Packing
characterized in the
for the apparatus.
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claims 1 - 3,
attached to the

claims 1 - 3,

inside the

claims 1 - 3,

part of the

according to one of the claims 1 - 3,

packing containing a maintenance product

12. Tea or coffee making apparatus comprising

reading means for recognising the code of the unlocking

element according to claim 6 and comprising means for

releasing the processing.

Ly
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