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o  

Q.  
Ul  

(g)  Package  for  a  consumer  article. 

57  The  invention  relates  to  a  situation  in  which  a  merchant  puts 
at  a  client's  disposal  an  apparatus  (9)  for  processing  consumer 
articles  (1)  that  are  sold  by  him.  The  operation  of the  apparatus  (9) 
is  made  dependent  on  the  purchase  of  the  consumer  article  (1)  in 
question  by  making  an  element  (4)  releasing  the  operation  of  the 
apparatus  (9)  to  form  part  of  the  package  (2)  so  as  to  make 
operation  of  the  apparatus  (9)  only  possible  with  the  unlocking 
element  (4). 

The  unlocking  element  can  take  the  form  of  a  cardboard 
card  (4)  on  which  a  magnetic  strip  (5)  containing  a  code  is  applied. 
The  apparatus  may  be  a  coffee  making  apparatus  (9)  comprising 
a  device  for  reading  the  magnetic  code  of  the  card  (4),  releasing 
the  coffee  making  process  and  for  erasing  the  code. 



The  i n v e n t i o n   r e l a t e s   to   a  p a c k i n g   of  a  c o n s u m e r  

a r t i c l e   and  in   p a r t i c u l a r   to   a  p a c k i n g   of  an  a r t i c l e   to   b e  

p r o c e s s e d   in  an  a p p a r a t u s .  
The  i n v e n t i o n   r e l a t e s   to  a  s i t u a t i o n   in  w h i c h   a  

m e r c h a n t   p u t s   a t   t h e   c l i e n t ' s   d i s p o s a l   an  a p p a r a t u s   f o r  

p r o c e s s i n g   c o n s u m e r   a r t i c l e s   t h a t   a r e   s o l d   by  h i m .  

The  aim  of  t h e   i n v e n t i o n   i s   to   p r o v i d e   means   t o  

make  t h e   o p e r a t i o n   of   t he   a p p a r a t u s   d e p e n d e n t   on  t h e   p u r c h a s e  

of   t h e   c o n s u m e r   a r t i c l e   in  q u e s t i o n .  

The  aim  is   r e a c h e d   by  an  e l e m e n t   r e l e a s i n g   t h e  

p r o c e s s i n g   of   t h e   a p p a r a t u s   f o r m i n g   p a r t   of   t h e   p a c k i n g .   T h e  

o p e r a t i o n   of  t h e   a p p a r a t u s   i s   o n l y   p o s s i b l e   w i t h   t h e  

u n l o c k i n g   e l e m e n t   e n c l o s e d   w i t h   t h a t   s p e c i f i c   p a c k i n g .  

The  i n v e n t i o n   w i l l   now  be  d e s c r i b e d   on  t h e   b a s i s   o f  

an  e m b o d i m e n t   a c c o r d i n g   to   t h e   a c c o m p a n y i n g   d r a w i n g .   In  t h e  

d r a w i n g   t h e   f i g u r e s   s h o w :  

F i g .   1:  a  p e r s p e c t i v e   v i ew  of  t h e   p a c k i n g   a c c o r d i n g  

to  t h e   i n v e n t i o n ,   in  w h i c h   p a r t   of  t h e  

p a c k i n g   is   b r o k e n   a w a y ;  

F i g .   2:  a  p e r s p e c t i v e   v i ew  of  an  u n l o c k i n g   e l e m e n t  

a c c o r d i n g   to  t h e   i n v e n t i o n ;  



F i g .   3:  a  s c h e m a t i c   i l l u s t r a t i o n   of  a  code   of  a n  

u n l o c k i n g   e l e m e n t   a c c o r d i n g   to   t h e  

i n v e n t i o n ;   a n d  

F i g .   4:  a  p e r s p e c t i v e   v i ew  of  t h e   c o f f e e   m a k i n g  

a p p a r a t u s   a c c o r d i n g   to  t h e   i n v e n t i o n .  

The  p a c k i n g   shown  in  F i g .   1  c o n s i s t s   of  a  bag  1 

c o n t a i n i n g   c o f f e e ,   of  w h i c h   t h e   f l a p   2  has   been   f o l d e d   down 

and  a d h e r e d   to   t h e   u n d e r s i d e   of  t h e   bag  by  a  p i e c e   o f  

a d h e s i v e   p a p e r   3.  B e t w e e n   t h e   f l a p   2  of  t h e   bag  and  t h e   p a r t  
of  t h e   bag  in  w h i c h   t h e   c o f f e e   i s   c o n t a i n e d ,   a  c a r d b o a r d   c a r d  

4  w i t h   a  m a g n e t i c   s t r i p   5  has   been   i n s e r t e d ,   w h i c h   c a r d   c a n  
be  s e e n   by  t h e   b r o k e n   away  p a r t   of  t h e   f l a p   2 .  

In  F i g .   2  t h e   c a r d b o a r d   c a r d   4  on  w h i c h   a  m a g n e t i c  

s t r i p   5  has   b e e n   a p p l i e d   i s   shown .   The  p a r t   6  of  t h e   m a g n e t i c  

s t r i p   5  c o n t a i n s   a  m a g n e t i c   c o d e ,   in  t h e   s h a p e   of  a l t e r n a t e  

m a g n e t i z e d   a r e a s .  
The  p a r t   6  of  t h e   m a g n e t i c   s t r i p   5  c o n t a i n i n g   t h e  

code   i s   shown  e n l a r g e d   in  F i g .   3.  H e r e ,   t h e   a r e a s   7 

m a g n e t i z e d   t o w a r d s   t h e   s o u t h   p o l e   and  t h e   a r e a s   8  m a g n e t i z e d  
t o w a r d s   t h e   n o r t h   p o l e ,   w h i c h   a r e   shown  s h a d e d   a r e   c l e a r l y  
v i s i b l e .  

The  w i d t h   of  t h e   s t r i p   i s   4 ,7   mm,  t h e   l e n g t h   of  t h e  

p a r t   c o n t a i n i n g   t h e   code   i s   14  mm  and  t h e   p i t c h   of  t h e  

m a g n e t i z e d   a r e a s   i s   0 ,5   mm. 

In  F i g .   4  a  c o f f e e   m a k i n g   a p p a r a t u s   9  i s   d e p i c t e d .  

The  c o f f e e   m a k i n g   a p p a r a t u s   c o m p r i s e s   an  a p e r t u r e   10,  t h r o u g h  
wh ich   t h e   m a g n e t i c   c a r d   4  can  be  i n s e r t e d .   B e h i n d   t h e  

a p e r t u r e   a  r e a d - a n d - e x t i n g u i s h   d e v i c e   i s   p l a c e d .   The  c o f f e e  

m a k i n g   a p p a r a t u s   f u r t h e r   c o m p r i s e s   e l e m e n t s   w h i c h   a r e   k n o w n  

per   se  and  w h i c h   w i l l   t h e r e f o r e   n o t   be  d e s c r i b e d   h e r e .  

To  p u t   t h e   c o f f e e   m a k i n g   a p p a r a t u s   i n t o   o p e r a t i o n ,  

t h e   f i l t e r   cup  11  of  t h e   c o f f e e   m a k i n g   a p p a r a t u s   h a s  -   a f t e r  

t h e   a p p l i c a t i o n   of  a  f i l t e r  -   to   be  f i l l e d   w i t h   t h e   a m o u n t   o f  

g r o u n d   c o f f e e   w h i c h   has   b e e n   d e l i v e r e d   in  one  p a c k i n g  

a c c o r d i n g   to  t h e   i n v e n t i o n .   The  w a t e r   r e s e r v o i r   ( n o t   s h o w n )  

has   to   be  f i l l e d   w i t h   w a t e r   a f t e r   r e m o v a l   of  t h e   l i d   12  

t h r o u g h   t he   o r i f i c e   w h i c h   i s   t h e n   r e l e a s e d .   S u b s e q u e n t l y   a n  

empty   c o f f e e   p o t   13  has   to   be  p l a c e d   on  a  w a r m i n g   hob  1 4  



w h i c h   i s   p r o v i d e d   on  t h e   l e f t   h a n d   s i d e   of  t he   a p p a r a t u s ,   a n d  

t h i s   w a r m i n g   hob  has   to   be  s w i t c h e d   on  by  means   of  a  s w i t c h  

w h i c h   i s   p l a c e d   on  t h e   f r o n t   of  t h e   c o f f e e   m a k i n g   a p p a r a t u s .  

Then  t h e   c o f f e e   m a k i n g   p r o c e s s   i s   s t a r t e d   by  i n s e r t i n g   t h e  

m a g n e t i c   c a r d   4  b e l o n g i n g   to   t h e   p a c k i n g   i n t o   t h e   a p e r t u r e   10  

w h i c h   i s   i n t e n d e d   t h e r e f o r e .  

The  c a r d   4  i s   t h e n   r e a d   by  a  c a r d - r e a d - a n d -  

e x t i n g u i s h   d e v i c e   ( n o t   shown)   w h i c h   i s   p r o v i d e d   b e h i n d   t h e  

a p e r t u r e   10  w h e r e i n   by  a  c o m p a r i s o n   c i r c u i t   w h i c h   i s   n o t  

d e p i c t e d   e i t h e r ,   t h e   code   r e a d   by  t h e   c a r d   r e a d e r   is   c o m p a r e d  

w i t h   a  code   w h i c h   h a s   b e e n   i n s e r t e d   i n t o   t h e   c o m p a r i s o n  

c i r c u i t .   When  b o t h   c o d e s   c o r r e s p o n d   w i t h   e a c h   o t h e r   t h e   c a r d  

is   b e i n g   e x t i n g u i s h e d   by  t h e   c a r d - r e a d - a n d - e x t i n g u i s h   d e v i c e  

and  i s   e j e c t e d   t h r o u g h   t h e   a p e r t u r e   10,  w h i l e   t h e   c o m p a r i s o n  
c i r c u i t   s w i t c h e s   on  t h e   h e a t i n g   e l e m e n t   of  t h e   c o f f e e   m a k i n g  

a p p a r a t u s   t h r o u g h   w h i c h   t h e   c o f f e e   b r e w i n g   p r o c e s s   s t a r t s .  

When  t h e   c o d e s   do  n o t   c o r r e s p o n d   w i t h   e a c h   o t h e r ,   t h e  

m a g n e t i c   c a r d   i s   e j e c t e d   w i t h o u t   s w i t c h i n g   on  t h e   h e a t i n g  

e l e m e n t .   Over   t h e   a p e r t u r e   10  a  c o n t r o l   lamp  16  i s   p r o v i d e d  

w h i c h   l i g h t s   when  s a i d   c o d e s   c o r r e s p o n d   w i t h   e a c h   o t h e r .   On 

t h e   r i g h t   h a n d   s i d e   of  t h e   s w i t c h   15  a  c o n t r o l   lamp  17  i s  

p r o v i d e d ,   w h i c h   l i g h t s   d u r i n g   t h e   c o f f e e   m a k i n g   p r o c e s s .  
A f t e r   t h e   t e r m i n a t i o n   of  t h e   c o f f e e   m a k i n g   p r o c e s s   t h e   c o f f e e  

p o t   13  i s   p o s i t i o n e d   o n t o   a  w a r m i n g   hob  18  on  t h e   r i g h t   h a n d  

s i d e   w h i c h   can  be  s w i t c h e d   on  by  s w i t c h   19  w h i c h   i s   p r o v i d e d  

on  t h e   r i g h t   h a n d   s i d e   of  s w i t c h   15,  so  t h a t   a  f u r t h e r   c o f f e e  

m a k i n g   p r o c e s s   can  be  i n i t i a t e d .  



1.  P a c k i n g   f o r   a  c o n s u m e r   a r t i c l e   to   be  p r o c e s s e d  

in  an  a p p a r a t u s ,   c h a r a c t e r i z e d   in   t h a t   an  u n l o c k i n g   e l e m e n t  

r e l e a s i n g   t h e   p r o c e s s i n g   of  t h e   a p p a r a t u s   f o r m s   p a r t   of  t h e  

p a c k i n g .  

2.  P a c k i n g   a c c o r d i n g   to   c l a i m   1,  c h a r a c t e r i z e d   i n  

t h a t   t h e   u n l o c k i n g   e l e m e n t   i s   b e i n g   made  u n f i t   f o r   f u r t h e r  

use   when  r e l e a s i n g   t h e   p r o c e s s i n g   of   t h e   a p p a r a t u s .  
3.  P a c k i n g   a c c o r d i n g   to   c l a i m   1  or  2,  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  

by  t h e   c o n s u m e r   a r t i c l e   b e i n g   t e a   or  c o f f e e   and  by  t h e  

a p p a r a t u s   b e i n g   a  t e a   or  c o f f e e   m a k i n g   a p p a r a t u s .  
4.  U n l o c k i n g   e l e m e n t   f o r   use   w i t h   a  p a c k i n g  

a c c o r d i n g   to   one  of  t h e   p r e c e d i n g   c l a i m s   c h a r a c t e r i z e d   by  t h e  

u n l o c k i n g   e l e m e n t   b e a r i n g   a  code   w h i c h   i s   r e c o g n i z a b l e   by  t h e  

a p p a r a t u s .  
5.  U n l o c k i n g   e l e m e n t   f o r   use   w i t h   a  p a c k i n g  

a c c o r d i n g   to   one  of  t h e   p r e c e d i n g   c l a i m s   c h a r a c t e r i z e d   in  t h e  

u n l o c k i n g   e l e m e n t   b e i n g   a  m a g n e t i c   c a r d .  

6.  U n l o c k i n g   e l e m e n t   a c c o r d i n g   to   c l a i m   5 ,  

c h a r a c t e r i z e d   by  t h e   e l e m e n t   b e i n g   c o d e d   a c c o r d i n g   to  F i g .   4 .  

7.  U n l o c k i n g   e l e m e n t   a c c o r d i n g   to   c l a i m   4 ,  

c h a r a c t e r i z e d   by  t h e   code   of  t he   u n l o c k i n g   e l e m e n t   b e i n g  



e x t i n g u i s h e d   d u r i n g   r e l e a s e .  

8.  P a c k i n g   a c c o r d i n g   to  one  of  t h e   c l a i m s   1  -   3 ,  

c h a r a c t e r i z e d   in  t h e   u n l o c k i n g   e l e m e n t   b e i n g   a t t a c h e d   to  t h e  

p a c k i n g .  

9.  P a c k i n g   a c c o r d i n g   to   one  of  t h e   c l a i m s   1  -   3 ,  

c h a r a c t e r i z e d   in  t h e   u n l o c k i n g   e l e m e n t   b e i n g   i n s i d e   t h e  

p a c k i n g .  

10.  P a c k i n g   a c c o r d i n g   to  one  of  t h e   c l a i m s   1  -   3 ,  

c h a r a c t e r i z e d   in  t h e   u n l o c k i n g   e l e m e n t   b e i n g   p a r t   of  t h e  

p a c k i n g .  

11.  P a c k i n g   a c c o r d i n g   to   one  of  t h e   c l a i m s   1  -   3 ,  

c h a r a c t e r i z e d   in  t h e   p a c k i n g   c o n t a i n i n g   a  m a i n t e n a n c e   p r o d u c t  

f o r   t h e   a p p a r a t u s .  

12.  Tea  or  c o f f e e   m a k i n g   a p p a r a t u s   c o m p r i s i n g  

r e a d i n g   means  f o r   r e c o g n i s i n g   t h e   code   of  t h e   u n l o c k i n g  

e l e m e n t   a c c o r d i n g   to   c l a i m   6  and  c o m p r i s i n g   means   f o r  

r e l e a s i n g   t h e   p r o c e s s i n g .  
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