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(bj)  Method  for  etching  half-tone  silver  halide  images  and  silver  halide  photosensitive  material  for  half-tone  image 
reproduction. 

@  A  black  and  white  silver  halide  photosensitive  material 
for  contact  copying  of  dot  (or  line)  images  comprises  a  high- 
chloride  fine-grain  silver  halide  emulsion  reactively  associa- 
ted  with  a  compound  selected  from  the  group  of  thiazolium 
salt  compounds,  thiazole  compounds  and  pyrazole  com- 
pounds.  Said  compounds  are  preferably  added  to  the  silver 
halide  emulsion  in  combination  with  a  mercaptotetrazole 
compound.  The  photosensitive  material  allows,  during  the 
photomechanical  etching  process,  a  significant  reduction  in 
the  area  of  the  dots  without  causing  a  significant  reduction  of 
small  dots. 
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