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@  Pager  watch  system  utilizing  time  slot  communication. 
@  A  method  and  apparatus  for  transmitting  paging  and 
absolute  time  information  to,  and  receiving  such  information 
at,  a  remote  portable  electronic  timepiece  and  pager  unit  dur- 
ing  a  short  time  slot  assigned  to  the  pager  unit  is  disclosed.  In 
the  pager  unit,  an  oscillator  is  coupled  to  a  timer  which  pro- 
duces  a  time  display  (9).  These  functions  are  constantly  pow- 
ered.  The  timer  periodically  causes  powerto  be  supplied  to  a 
receiver  and  message  decoding  components  of  the  pager 
unit  during  a  short  time  slot  in  which  transmitted  data  is  to  be 
received.  The  receiver  detects  and  reconstitutes  a  transmitted 
signal.  The  transmitted  signal  is  processed  through  a  decoder 
which  extracts  paging  and  time  update  data.  If  the  paging 
data  includes  the  pager  unit's  ID  number,  the  unit  indicates 
that  a  page  has  been  received.  The  time  update  data  ex- 
tracted  from  the  transmitted  signal  is  used  to  synchronize  a 
timer  in  the  pager  unit.  The  timer  provides  an  accurate  time 
indication  for  the  watch  function.  The  same  timer  additionally 
determines  when  power  is  supplied  to  the  pager  unit's  re- 
ceiver  and  message  decoder  components  so  that  they  will  be 
powered  during  the  short  time  slot. 
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