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@ Apparatus for coloring an article by transfer printing.

@ Apparatus for coloring an article comprises means (22)
for heating a sheet of transfer material {1') including a design
layer to be transfer-printed, means (23} for selectively
placing and removing said sheet of transfer material (1'), a
transfer pad (8) capable of receiving said design layer from
said sheet (1') on the surface thereof and releasing said
design layer from said pad surface, and means (32 to 35) for
moving said transfer pad (8) so as to bring said pad surface
(8b) into contact with said sheet so that said design layer is
transferred from said sheet to said pad surface and subse-
quently bring said pad into contact with the surface of an
article to be transfer-printed so that said design layer is
transferred from said pad surface to said surface of said
article, characterized in that said heating means (22} com-
prise a heating plate (22a) on which said sheet (1) is placed
in direct contact therewith, and a heater for heating said
heating plate (22a), said sheet (1') is placed on and removed
from said heating plate (22a) by said means (23) and said pad
surface (8b) is brought into contact with said sheet (1’) on
said heating plate (22a).

The apparatus of claim 1, characterized in that said pad
moving means (32 to 35) moves said transfer pad (8)
vertically between a position on said heating plate (22a) and
a position higher than said position.

The apparatus of claim 1, characterized in that said pad
moving means (32 to 35) moves said transfer pad (8)
additionally horizontally between a position above said

heating plate (22a) and a position laterally away therefrom.

The apparatus of claim 1, characterized in that said sheet

placing and removing means {23} moves said sheet (1')
" reciprocatively along a linear path.
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