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(g)  This  invention  is  directed  to  a  surface  coatings  applicator 
having  a  handle  (4)  provided  with  an  aligned  series  of 
openings  (6,  7,  8)  that  aid  in  the  proper  cleaning/soaking  of 
the  filament  cluster  (1)  of  the  applicator  when  used  in 
conjunction  with  cleaning/soaking  containers.  The  filament 
cluster  (1)  may  be  marked  (e.g.  by  coloured  guide  filaments 
(2))  to  show  a  proper  dip  length  for  dipping  the  filament 
cluster  into  a  container  of  surface  coatings. 
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T h i s   i n v e n t i o n   r e l a t e s   to   an  i m p r o v e d   s u r f a c e   c o a t -  

i n g s   a p p l i c a t o r   w h i c h   h a s   p a r t i c u l a r   a p p l i c a t i o n   to   i t s  

use   w i t h   a  c l e a n i n g   c o n t a i n e r .   One  e x a m p l e   of  an  a p p l i -  

c a t o r   a c c o r d i n g   to   t h i s   i n v e n t i o n   i s   a  p a i n t   b r u s h   h a v i n g  

a  b r i s t l e   o r   f i l a m e n t   c l u s t e r   c o m p r i s e d   of  b r i s t l e s /  

f i l a m e n t s   of  s p e c i f i c   l e n g t h s ,   c o l o u r / s h a d e   a n d / o r   c o l o u r  

p a t t e r n s .   The  b r u s h   h a n d l e   may  be  of  o n e ,   or  more   c o n -  

t o u r e d   s t r u c t u r a l   s e c t i o n s   and  a c c o r d i n g   to   t h e   i n v e n t i o n  

has   a  s e r i e s   of  s e v e r a l   s t r a t e g i c a l l y   l o c a t e d   o p e n i n g s  

s u c h   t h a t   t h i s   a p p l i c a t o r   w i l l   be  e a s i e r   to   c l e a n   w h e n  

u s e d   in  c o n j u n c t i o n   w i t h   a  d e s c r i b e d   c l e a n i n g   c o n t a i n e r  

( o r   a  h o u s e h o l d   f o o d   c o n t a i n e r )   and  t h e r e f o r e   have   a  

l o n g e r   u s e f u l   l i f e .   The  s p e c i a l   c l e a n i n g   c o n t a i n e r   a s s e m -  

b l y   d e s c r i b e d   h e r e i n ,   i s   made  of  a  c l e a r   or  s e m i - c l e a r ,  

s o l v e n t   r e s i s t a n t ,   r i g i d   or   s e m i - r i g i d   m a t e r i a l   c o m p r i s i n g  

(a )   a  b a s e   s t r u c t u r e   w h i c h   h o l d s   t h e   c l e a n i n g   s o l v e n t  

and  o p t i o n a l   b r u s h - r o d   s u p p o r t   b r a c k e t s ,   and  (b)  a  c o v e r  

t h a t   r e d u c e s   t h e   s p i l l a g e   or  e v a p o r a t i o n   of  t h e   s o l v e n t .  

Most  p a i n t e r s ,   p r o f e s s i o n a l   and  n o n - p r o f e s s i o n a l ,  

s e v e r e l y   r e d u c e   t h e   l i f e   of  p a i n t   b r u s h e s   by  i m p r o p e r  

u s e   or  c l e a n i n g .   S e v e r a l   t e x t   b o o k s  o n   c o r r e c t   p a i n t i n g  

t e c h n i q u e s   s p e c i f i c a l l y   s t a t e   t h a t   t h e   p a i n t   b r u s h   s h o u l d  

be  d i p p e d   i n t o   t h e   p a i n t   s u p p l y ,   no  more  t h a n   o n e - h a l f  

t h e   l e n g t h   of  t h e   f i l a m e n t - c l u s t e r   ( e . g .   b r i s t l e s ) .  

D i p p i n g   t h e   b r u s h   d e e p e r   r e s u l t s   in  t h e   p a i n t   s a t u r a t i n g  

t h e   f i l a m e n t s   n e a r e s t   t h e   b r u s h   f e r r u l e ;   r e s u l t i n g   i n  

t h e   p o t e n t i a l   f o r   t h e   p a i n t   to   h a r d e n   in   an  a r e a   of  t h e  

b r u s h   t h a t   is   d i f f i c u l t   to   c l e a n .   I t   i s   a c c o r d i n g l y ,  

one  p r i n c i p a l   aim  of  a  p r e f e r r e d   e m b o d i m e n t   a c c o r d i n g  

to   t h i s   i n v e n t i o n   to   o b v i a t e   s u c h   a  p r o b l e m   by  t h e   p r o -  

v i s i o n   of  f i l a m e n t   l e n g t h s   c o l o u r / s h a d e   a n d ,   c o l o u r   p a t -  

t e r n s   t h a t   a c t   as  a  v i s u a l   a i d   to   r e d u c e   t h e   t e n d e n c y  

of   a  p a i n t e r   to  i m p r o p e r l y   d i p   t h e   p a i n t   b r u s h   i n t o   a  

p a i n t   s u p p l y .  



R e a l i z i n g   t h e   p o s s i b i l i t y   t h a t   any  p a i n t e r   can  a c c i -  

d e n t a l l y   d i p   a  p a i n t   b r u s h   t o o   d e e p l y   i n t o   t h e   p a i n t ,  

a n o t h e r   aim  of  t h i s   i n v e n t i o n   is   to  p r o v i d e   a  p a i n t   b r u s h  

t h a t   can   be  c l e a n e d   e f f e c t i v e l y   by  p r o p e r   s o a k i n g   i n  

an  a p p r o p r i a t e   p a i n t   c o a t i n g s   s o l v e n t .   The  s t r a t e g i c a l l y  

l o c a t e d   h a n d l e   o p e n i n g s   e n a b l e   t h e   p a i n t e r   to   use   a  w i r e  

or  r o d   to   h a n g   t h e   a p p l i c a t o r   in  a  n u m b e r   of  common  h o u s e -  

h o l d   c o n t a i n e r s   f i l l e d   w i t h   s o l v e n t   to   t h e   p r o p e r   l e v e l  

i m m e d i a t e l y .   F u r t h e r m o r e ,   t h e s e   o p e n i n g s   a r e   l o c a t e d  

as  to   e n a b l e   s e v e r a l   d i f f e r e n t   l e n g t h s   of  f i l a m e n t s   t o  

be  s o a k e d   in  t h e   same  c o n t a i n e r   of  s o l v e n t   on  t h e   s a m e  

w i r e   or  r o d .  

O t h e r   i m p o r t a n t   a d v a n t a g e s   or  a ims   of  t h i s   i n v e n t i o n  

w i l l   b e c o m e   a p p a r e n t   f r o m   t h e   f o l l o w i n g   d e s c r i p t i o n   r e a d  

in  c o n j u n c t i o n   w i t h   t h e   a c c o m p a n y i n g   d r a w i n g ,   in  w h i c h :  

F i g u r e   1  i s   a  p e r s p e c t i v e   v i e w   of  t h e   p a i n t   b r u s h ,  

F i g u r e   2  is   a  s e c t i o n a l   v i e w   s h o w i n g   two  d i f f e r e n t  

s i z e s   of   t h i s   p a i n t   b r u s h   b e i n g   s o a k e d   in  a  p a i n t   c l e a n e r  

s o l v e n t ,  

F i g u r e   3  i s   a  s e c t i o n a l   v i e w   of  a  p r e f e r r e d   c o n t a i n e r  

a s s e m b l y ,   a n d  

F i g u r e   4  i s   an  e n l a r g e d   end  v i e w   of  some  of  t h e  

s e v e r a l   s u p p o r t - r o d   b r a c k e t   c o n f i g u r a t i o n s   p o s s i b l e   i n  

a  c o n t a i n e r   as  shown  in  F i g u r e   3 .  

R e f e r r i n g   to   F i g u r e   1,  a  s u r f a c e   c o a t i n g s   a p p l i c a t o r  

is   shown  h a v i n g   a  c l u s t e r   of  f i l a m e n t s   ( e . g .   b r i s t l e s )  

1  i n s e r t e d   p a r t   way  i n t o   one  end  of  a  t u b u l a r   f e r r u l e  

3  to   s u b s t a n t i a l l y   s e a l   one  end  9  of  t h e   f e r r u l e .   A 

h a r d e n e d   mass   of  c u r e d ,   r e s i n o u s   c e m e n t   ( n o t   shown)   i s  

d i s p o s e d   a t o p   t h e   c l u s t e r   of  f i l a m e n t s   1  in  f i r m   a d h e s i v e  

c o n n e c t i o n   w i t h   p o r t i o n s   of  t h e   c l u s t e r   of  f i l a m e n t s  



in  t h e   f e r r u l e   3.  A l s o   s e c u r e d   i n t o   t h e   f e r r u l e   3  i s  

a  c o n t o u r e d   h a n d l e   4  of   r i g i d   m a t e r i a l   t h e   h a n d l e   e x t e n d -  

i n g   o u t w a r d l y   f r o m   t h e   o t h e r   end  of   t h e   f e r r u l e   3.  I n c l u d -  

ed  in  t h e   c l u s t e r   of  f i l a m e n t s   1  a r e   g u i d e   f i l a m e n t s  

2,  t h e   p r o j e c t i n g   l e n g t h   of  t h e   f i l a m e n t s   1  b e i n g   a p p r o x -  

i m a t e l y   t w i c e   as  l o n g   as  t h e   p r o j e c t i n g   l e n g t h   of  t h e  

g u i d e   f i l a m e n t s   2.  The  g u i d e   f i l a m e n t s   2  a r e   of  a  d i f f e r -  

e n t   c o l o u r   t h a n   t h e   m a i n   f i l a m e n t s   1  to   e n s u r e   t h e r e  

i s   a  c l e a r   v i s u a l   l i n e   a r o u n d   t h e   c l u s t e r   of  f i l a m e n t s  

1  m a r k i n g   t h e   h a l f   l e n g t h   p o s i t i o n   of  t h e   l a t t e r .   F o r  

e x a m p l e ,   b l a c k   m a i n   b r i s t l e s   in  t h e   c l u s t e r   1  and  w h i t e  

g u i d e   b r i s t l e s   2  ( o r   w h i t e   main   f i l a m e n t s   1  and  r ed   g u i d e  

f i l a m e n t s   2)  w o u l d   c r e a t e   t h e   r e q u i r e d   v i s u a l   a i d   t o  

h e l p   p r e v e n t   a  p a i n t e r   f rom  d i p p i n g   t h e   c l u s t e r   of  f i l a -  

m e n t s   t o o   d e e p l y   i n t o   a  s u p p l y   of  p a i n t .   E q u a l l y   e f f e c -  

t i v e   f o r   p r o v i d i n g   s u c h   a  v i s u a l   i n d i c a t i o n   would   b e  

ma in   f i l a m e n t s   1  h a v i n g   ( v i a   p e r m a n e n t   d y i n g ,   s t a i n i n g ,  

c o a t i n g ,   h e a t   d i s c o l o r a t i o n ,   p i g m e n t a t i o n ,   e t c . )   a  

d i s t i n c t   c h a n g e   in  c o l o u r   a n d / o r   s h a d e   of  c o l o u r   at  t h e  

a p p r o x i m a t e   m i d p o i n t   of   t h e   b r i s t l e s / f i l a m e n t s   1.  T h e  

c o l o u r   or  s h a d e   m a r k i n g   can  e x t e n d   up  to   t h e   edge   9  o f  

t h e   f e r r u l e   3  as  a  s o l i d   c o l o u r / s h a d e   or  as  an  i n t e r m i t t -  

e n t   p a t t e r n   s u c h   as  d i s t i n c t   l i n e s   of   c o l o u r / s h a d e   p e r p e n -  
d i c u l a r   to   t h e   l o n g i t u d i n a l   a x i s   of   t h e   f i l a m e n t s   1 .  

The  f i l a m e n t s   f o r   t h e   m a i n   c l u s t e r   and  t h e   g u i d e   f i l a m e n t s  

can   be  n a t u r a l   b r i s t l e   or  any  o t h e r   m a t e r i a l   s u i t a b l e  

f o r   m a n u f a c t u r i n g   a  s u r f a c e   c o a t i n g s   a p p l i c a t o r .  

B a s e d   on  some  of   t h e   b o o k s   c i t e d ,   t h e   p r o p e r   w a y  

to   c l e a n   p a i n t - h a r d e n e d   f i l a m e n t s   1  and  2  i s   to   i m m e r s e  

t h e   f i l a m e n t s   in  a  r e s e r v o i r   13  of  p a i n t   s o l v e n t .   Many  

c u r r e n t   d e s i g n s   of  b r u s h   h a n d l e   4  h a v e   a  s i n g l e   h o l e  

5  l o c a t e d   n e a r   t h e   e x t r e m e   u p p e r   end  of  t he   h a n d l e   4 .  

H o w e v e r   s o a k i n g   t h e   f i l a m e n t s   of  s u c h   a  b r u s h   by  s u p p o r t -  

i n g   i t   f rom  t h e   r i m   of   a  c o n t a i n e r   w i t h   a  rod   p a s s i n g  

t h r o u g h   t h e   h o l e   5  w o u l d   r e q u i r e   u s i n g   a  v e r y   t a l l   c o n -  

t a i n e r   12,  b e c a u s e   t h e   c l u s t e r   of   f i l a m e n t s   1  s h o u l d  



n o t ,   w h i l e   s o a k i n g ,   be  p e r m i t t e d   to   t o u c h   t h e   b o t t o m  

of  t h e   c o n t a i n e r   12  or  t h e   f i l a m e n t s   1  c o u l d   become  b e n t  

and  c o n s e q u e n t l y   r e d u c e   or  d e s t r o y   t h e i r   u s e f u l n e s s .  

I t   has   t h e r e f o r e   b e e n   p r o p o s e d   to   p r o v i d e   an  o p e n i n g  

8  in  t h e   h a n d l e   4  of   a  b r u s h   t h r o u g h   w h i c h   a  s u p p o r t  

r o d   can   p a s s   when  t h e   b r u s h   i s   hung   up  in  a  c o n t a i n e r  

of   s o l v e n t .  

In  g e n e r a l   a  l a r g e r   p a i n t   b r u s h   15  has   a  l o n g e r  

f i l a m e n t   c l u s t e r   1  a n d / o r   2  and  a  l o n g e r   h a n d l e   4  t h a n  

a  s m a l l e r   p a i n t   b r u s h   14.  H o w e v e r ,   t h e   p r o p e r   l e v e l  

of  p a i n t   s o l v e n t   d u r i n g   s o a k i n g   i s   s t i l l   j u s t   b e l o w   t h e  

f e r r u l e   edge   9;  r e g a r d l e s s   of  t h e   b r u s h   s i z e .   T h e r e f o r e  

i t   w o u l d   no t   be  p o s s i b l e   to   e f f i c i e n t l y   s o a k   a  l a r g e  

b r u s h   15  and  a  s m a l l   b r u s h   14  a t   t h e   same  t i m e   in  t h e  

same  c o n t a i n e r   12,  i f   t h e   o n l y   r o d - s u p p o r t i n g   o p e n i n g  

p r o v i d e d   in  e a c h   h a n d l e   was  t h e   o p e n i n g   8  a d j a c e n t   t o  

t h e   t o p   edge   of  t h e   r e s p e c t i v e   f e r r u l e   9 .  

In  a c c o r d a n c e   w i t h   t h e   i n v e n t i o n ,   e a c h   b r u s h   i s  

p r o v i d e d   w i t h   a  s e r i e s   of  o p e n i n g s   s u b s t a n t i a l l y   a l i g n e d  

a l o n g   t h e   l e n g t h   of  t h e   h a n d l e .   As  shown  in  F i g u r e   1 

f o r   t h e   p u r p o s e   of  i l l u s t r a t i o n ,   o p e n i n g s   6  and  7  a r e  

p o s i t i o n e d   d i f f e r e n t   d i s t a n c e s   f r o m   t h e   f e r r u l e   b o t t o m  

e d g e   9.  T h e s e   d i s t a n c e s   h a v i n g   b e e n   c h o s e n   s u c h   as  t o  

a l l o w   c o r r e c t   s o a k i n g   of  t h e   f i l a m e n t   c l u s t e r   1  in  a  

t y p i c a l   U n i t e d   S t a t e s   t h r e e   p o u n d   and  o n e  p o u n d   c o f f e e  

c a n ,   r e s p e c t i v e l y .   O p e n i n g   8  i s   p o s i t i o n e d   f o r   b r i s t l e  

1  and  2  s o a k i n g   in  a  U n i t e d   S t a t e s   n u m b e r   303  c a n ,   c o m m o n -  

ly   u s e d   as  a  one  p o u n d   can  in  t h a t   C o u n t r y .  

By  p r o v i d i n g   a  s e r i e s   of  o p e n i n g s   (6,   7,  8)  t h e  

o p e n i n g   8  on  t h e   l a r g e r   b r u s h   15  and  t h e   o p e n i n g   7  i n  

t h e   s m a l l e r   b r u s h   14  can  be  u s e d   w i t h   a  common  r o d   10  

to   c o r r e c t l y   s u s p e n d   t h e s e   two  b r u s h e s   in  a  common  r e s e r -  

v o i r   of  s o l v e n t .  



The  rod   10  and  any  o p e n i n g   6,  7,  8  may  be  of  a n y  
c o n v e n i e n t   s h a p e .   An  o v a l   or  p o l y g o n a l   c r o s s - s e c t i o n  

may  be  p r e f e r r e d ,   f o r   e x a m p l e ,   to   p r e v e n t   b r u s h   r o t a t i o n ,  

in  t h o s e   c a s e s   w h e r e   t h e   c e n t r o i d   of  mass   of  t h e   b r u s h  

is   a b o v e   t h e   r o d .  

F i g u r e   3  shows   one  c o n f i g u r a t i o n   of  an  a p p l i c a t o r  

c l e a n i n g   c o n t a i n e r   a s s e m b l y   16  h a v i n g   a  s o l v e n t   r e s e r v o i r  

13  c o n t a i n e d   in  a  b a s e   17,  a  c o v e r / l i d   18  and  an  a s s e m b l y  

c a r r y i n g   h a n d l e / s t r a p   19.  The  b a s e   17  may  h a v e   i n t e g r a l  

m o u n t i n g   b r a c k e t s   20  ( f o u r   e x a m p l e s   of  w h i c h   a r e   s h o w n  

e n l a r g e d   in  F i g u r e   4)  t h a t   i n t e r n a l l y   s u p p o r t   a  rod   10  

w h i c h   in  t u r n ,   i n t e r n a l l y   s u p p o r t s   t h e   a p p l i c a t o r s   1 4 ,  

15.  The  b a s e   17  may  a l s o   s u p p o r t   t h e   r o d   10  by  way  o f  

r o d   s u p p o r t   o p e n i n g s   27  in  a  s i d e - w a l l   of  t h e   b a s e   1 7 .  

T h i s   c o n f i g u r a t i o n   i s   e a s i l y   a d a p t e d   to   common  h o u s e h o l d  

c o n t a i n e r s   12  in  w h i c h   a  c o v e r   21  (wavy  l i n e )   c o u l d   b e  

( f o r   one  of  s e v e r a l   e x a m p l e s )   a  f l e x i b l e   s o l v e n t   r e s i s t a n t  

m a t e r i a l   a f f i x e d   to   t h e   b a s e   17  by  a  s e m i - e l a s t i c   r u b b e r  

b a n d - l i k e   e l e m e n t   22  w h i c h   can  be  r e a d i l y   a f f i x e d   t o  

t h e   c o n t a i n e r   16  b e l o w   a  f l a n g e   26  i n t e g r a l   w i t h   t h e  

b a s e   1 7 .  

F i g u r e   3  a l s o   s h o w s   p o s s i b l e   c o n f i g u r a t i o n s   f o r  

t h e   h a n d l e s   4  and  f u r t h e r   shows  t h e   p o s s i b i l i t y   of  h a v i n g  
m u l t i - s e c t i o n e d   h a n d l e s   4.  In  F i g u r e   3  t h e   h a n d l e s   o f  

b r u s h e s   14  and  15  a r e   in  two  s e c t i o n s   23,  24  t h a t   a r e  

j o i n e d   t o g e t h e r   by  s c r e w - t h r e a d   or  c o m p r e s s i o n   t y p e   f i t t -  

i n g s   25.   The  f i t t i n g s   25  of  t h e   b r u s h   14  i s   p r e f e r r e d ,  

b e c a u s e   h a v i n g   a  " m a l e "   p o r t i o n   on  t h e   l o w e r   s e c t i o n  

24  r e n d e r s   t h i s   e a s i e r   to   c l e a n .   A  f a c i l i t y   to   r e m o v e  

t h e   u p p e r   h a n d l e   s e c t i o n   23  of  a  b r u s h ,   p e r m i t s   t h e   c o n -  

t a i n e r   a s s e m b l i e s   12,  16  to   be  much  s h o r t e r   s i n c e   o n l y  

t h e   f i l a m e n t   c l u s t e r   1  a n d / o r   2  of  t h e   l o w e r   s e c t i o n  

24  n e e d   be  h o u s e d   t h e r e i n .   A l s o   shown  in  F i g u r e   3  a r e  

s p e c i a l   h a n d l e   c o n t o u r s   or  r i b s   28  t h a t   g i v e   a  much  b e t t e r  

s u r f a c e   f o r   t h e   p a i n t e r   to   g r i p   s h o u l d   t h e   h a n d l e   b e c o m e  



s l i p p e r y   w i t h   p a i n t .  

F i g u r e   4  shows   f o u r   d i f f e r e n t   s u p p o r t   b r a c k e t s   20  

f o r   r o d s   10.  I t   w i l l   be  n o t e d   t h a t   t h r e e   n o n - c i r c u l a r  

r o d s   a r e   shown  and  t h e s e   c o u l d   be  u s e d   w i t h   o p e n i n g s  

6,  7,  8  of  s i m i l a r   n o n - c i r c u l a r   c r o s s - s e c t i o n .  

V a r i o u s   m o d i f i c a t i o n s   of  s u r f a c e   c o a t i n g s  a p p l i c a t o r  

a c c o r d i n g   to   t h e   i n v e n t i o n   a r e   c l e a r l y   p o s s i b l e   w i t h i n  

t h e   a m b i t   of  t h e   f o l l o w i n g   c l a i m s .   T h r e e   o p e n i n g s   6 -  

8  a r e   shown  in  F i g u r e s   1  and  2  bu t   o n l y   two  or  m o r e  

t h a n   t h r e e   a r e   c l e a r l y   p o s s i b l e .  



1.  A  s u r f a c e   c o a t i n g s   a p p l i c a t o r   (14 ,   15)  c o m p r i s i n g  

a  t u b u l a r   f e r r u l e   (3)  h a v i n g   a  c l u s t e r   of  f i l a m n e n t s  

(1)  i n s e r t e d   and  s e c u r e d   p a r t   way  i n t o   one  end  of  s a i d  

f e r r u l e   (3)   and  an  i n t e g r a l   h a n d l e   (4)  i n c l u d i n g   a  c o n -  

t o u r e d   g r i p p i n g   p o r t i o n   e x t e n d i n g   o u t w a r d l y   f rom  t h e  

o t h e r   end  of  s a i d   t u b u l a r   f e r r u l e   ( 3 ) ;   s a i d   h a n d l e   ( 4 )  

b e i n g   of  r i g i d   m a t e r i a l ,   o p t i o n a l l y   h a v i n g   a  h o l e   ( 5 )  

c l o s e   to   t h e   u p p e r   end  t h e r e o f ,   and  h a v i n g   an  o p e n i n g  

(8)  t h a t   e x t e n d s   t h r o u g h   s a i d   h a n d l e   (4)  a d j a c e n t   t o  

s a i d   o t h e r   end  of  t h e   f e r r u l e   s u c h   t h a t   a  rod   (10 )   m a y  
be  i n s e r t e d   c o m p l e t e l y   t h r o u g h   s a i d   o p e n i n g   ( 8 ) ;   c h a r a c -  

t e r i s e d   in  t h a t   a  s e r i e s   of   v e r t i c a l l y   a l i g n e d   o p e n i n g s  

(6,   7,  8)  a r e   p r o v i d e d   in  s a i d   h a n d l e  ( 4 )   l o c a t e d   at   s p e c -  
i f i c   d i s t a n c e s   f r o m   t h e   l o w e r   end  (9)   of  t h e   f e r r u l e  

( 3 ) ,   i n t o   w h i c h   t h e   f i l a m e n t   c l u s t e r   i s   i n s e r t e d ,   s u c h  

t h a t   one  r o d   ( 1 0 )   can   be  u s e d   to   s u p p o r t   a  p l u r a l i t y  

of  a p p l i c a t o r s   of  t h e   same  or  d i f f e r i n g   l e n g t h   a n d / o r  

s i z e   in  a  c o n t a i n e r   ( 1 2 )   of   s o l v e n t ,   s u c h   t h a t   t h e   l e v e l  

(11)   of  s o l v e n t   o n l y   c o v e r s   t h e   f i l a m e n t s   of  e a c h   a p p l i -  

c a t o r   up  to   t h e   l o w e r   e d g e   (9)  of  e a c h   f e r r u l e   (3)  f o r  

p r o p e r   s o a k i n g   and  c l e a n i n g   of  t h e   r e s p e c t i v e   c l u s t e r s  

of   f i l a m e n t s   ( 1 ) .  

2.  A  s u r f a c e   c o a t i n g s   a p p l i c a t o r   as  c l a i m e d   i n  

c l a i m   1,  c h a r a c t e r i s e d   in  t h a t   s a i d   c l u s t e r   of  f i l a m e n t s  

(1)   has   a  v i s u a l   m a r k i n g   t h e r e o n   to   i n d i c a t e   t h e   c o r r e c t  

d e p t h   of  i n s e r t i o n   of  t h e   c l u s t e r   i n t o   a  s u r f a c e   c o a t i n g s  

m a t e r i a l .  

3.  A  s u r f a c e   c o a t i n g s   a p p l i c a t o r   as  c l a i m e d   i n  

c l a i m   2,  c h a r a c t e r i s e d   in  t h a t   s a i d   v i s u a l   m a r k i n g   i s  

o b t a i n e d   by  i n c o r p o r a t i n g   some  f i l a m e n t s   (2)  of  s h o r t e r  

l e n g t h   in  t h e   c l u s t e r .  

4.  A  s u r f a c e   c o a t i n g s   a p p l i c a t o r   as  c l a i m e d   i n  



c l a i m   3,  c h a r a c t e r i s e d   in  t h a t   t h e   f i l a m e n t s   (2)  of  s h o r -  

t e r   l e n g t h   a r e   of  a  d i f f e r e n t   c o l o u r / s h a d e   to   t h e   m a i n  

f i l a m e n t s   u s e d   f o r   a p p l y i n g  t h e   s u r f a c e   c o a t i n g s   m a t e r i a l .  

5.  A  s u r f a c e   c o a t i n g s   a p p l i c a t o r   as  c l a i m e d   i n  

c l a i m   2,  c h a r a c t e r i s e d   in  t h a t   t h e   v i s u a l   m a r k i n g   i s  

e f f e c t e d   by  a  p e r m a n e n t   d y i n g ,   s t a i n i n g   c o a t i n g ,   h e a t  

d i s c o l o u r i n g   or   o t h e r   p i g m e n t a t i o n   of  t h e   f i l a m e n t   c l u s t e r  

(1)   at   l e a s t   in   a  r e g i o n   s u b s t a n c i a l l y   h a l f   way  d o w n  

t h e   c l u s t e r   (1)   f rom  t h e   l o w e r   e d g e   (9)  of  t h e   f e r r u l e  

( 3 ) .  

6.  A  s u r f a c e   c o a t i n g s   a p p l i c a t o r   as  c l a i m e d   i n  

any   p r e c e d i n g   c l a i m ,   c h a r a c t e r i s e d   in  t h a t   t h e   h a n d l e  

(4)   i s   in  two  s e c t i o n s   (23 ,   2 4 ) .  

7.  A  s u r f a c e   c o a t i n g s   a p p l i c a t o r   as  c l a i m e d   i n  

any   p r e c e d i n g   c l a i m ,   c h a r a c t e r i s e d   in  t h a t   t h e   h a n d l e  

(4)   i s   p r o v i d e d   w i t h   r i b s   (28)   to   i m p r o v e   t h e   g r i p .  

8.  A  s u r f a c e   c o a t i n g s   a p p l i c a t o r   as  c l a i m e d   i n  

any   p r e c e d i n g   c l a i m  ,  c h a r a c t e r i s e d   in  t h a t   t h e   o p e n i n g s  

(6,   7,  8)  a r e   o f  n o n - c i r c u l a r   c r o s s - s e c t i o n   and  a r e   a d a p -  

t e d   to   r e c e i v e   a  r o d   of  s i m i l a r   c r o s s - s e c t i o n .  

9.  A  s u r f a c e   c o a t i n g s   a p p l i c a t o r   as  c l a i m e d   i n  

any   p r e c e d i n g   c l a i m ,   in  c o m b i n a t i o n   w i t h   a  s o l v e n t   c o n -  

t a i n e r   (12)   a d a p t e d   to   s u p p o r t   a  r o d   (10)   p a s s i n g   t h r o u g h  

an  o p e n i n g   (6,   7,  8)  of  an  a p p l i c a t o r   s u s p e n d e d   in  t h e  

c o n t a i n e r .  

10.  An  a p p l i c a t o r / c o n t a i n e r   c o m b i n a t i o n   as  c l a i m e d  

in  c l a i m   9,  c h a r a c t e r i s e d   in  t h a t   t h e   c o n t a i n e r   i n c l u d e s  

a  b a s e   ( 1 7 ) ,   a  r e m o v a b l e   c o v e r   (18 )   t h e r e f o r   and  a  c a r r y -  

i n g   a s s e m b l y   ( 1 9 ) .  
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