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@  Board  Game. 
  A  strategy  game  is  disclosed  having  a  playing  board, 
playing  pieces  to  be  moved  along  prescribed  paths  from 
separate  starting  points  to  a  common  goal,  "gates"  which 
may  be  placed  in  the  paths  to  block  them,  and  "keys"  which 
may  be  used  to  open  the  "gates".  The  advance  of  the  pieces 
along  the  path  may  be  controlled  by  the  participants 
answering  trivia  questions  or  the  pieces  may  be  advanced  a 
step  at  a  time  with  each  turn  of  the  participants,  but  the 
advance  is  also  controlled  by  the  gates  placed  in  the  paths. 



T h i s   i n v e n t i o n   r e l a t e s   to  games   and  m o r e  

p a r t i c u l a r l y   c o m p r i s e s   a  s t r a t e g y   b o a r d   game  t h a t  

m a y  o r   may  n o t   a l s o   i n c l u d e   a  t e s t i n g   o f   t h e   t r i v i a  

k n o w l e d g e   of   t h e   p a r t i c i p a n t s .  

R e c e n t l y ,   a  number   of   t r i v i a   games   h a v e   e n j o y e d  

g r e a t   p o p u l a r i t y .   The  o u t c o m e   of   t h e   p r i o r   a r t  

g a m e s   i s   d e t e r m i n e d   s o l e l y   by  t h e   p a r t i c i p a n t s '  

k n o w l e d g e   of   d i f f e r e n t   c a t e g o r i e s   of   t r i v i a ,   a n d  

l i t t l e   or  no  s t r a t e g y   s k i l l s   a r e   e m p l o y e d   in  t h e  

p l a y i n g   o f   t h e   g a m e s .   The  p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n   i s  

e m b o d i e d   in  a  b o a r d   game ,   and  t h e   moves   of   t h e  

p a r t i c i p a n t s   on  t h e   b o a r d   m a y  o r   may  n o t   b e  

d e t e r m i n e d   by  t h e i r   k n o w l e d g e   in  d i f f e r e n t   t r i v i a  

c a t e g o r i e s ,   b u t   t h e i r   s t r a t e g y   s k i l l s   a r e   t e s t e d .  

The  a b i l i t y   to   a n s w e r   t r i v i a   q u e s t i o n s   c o r r e c t l y   m a y  
c o n t r o l   t h e   m o v e m e n t   of   t h e   p a r t i c i p a n t s '   t o k e n s   o r  

p l a y i n g   p i e c e s   on  t h e   b o a r d ,   b u t   m o v e m e n t   may  a l s o  

be  made  on  a  s t e p - b y - s t e p   b a s i s   l i k e   c h e c k e r s  

w i t h o u t   i m p o s i n g   a  t r i v i a   t e s t   upon  t h e  

p a r t i c i p a n t s .   H o w e v e r ,   t h e   p a r t i c i p a n t s '   s t r a t e g y  

s k i l l s   a r e   an  i n t e g r a l   p a r t   of   t h e  g a m e ,   and  p l a y e r s  

a r e   p r o v i d e d   w i t h  o b s t a c l e s   in  t h e   fo rm  of   " g a t e s "  
w h i c h   may  be  p l a c e d  i n   t h e   p a t h s   p r e s c r i b e d   f o r  

m o v e m e n t   f rom  t h e  s t a r t   to   t h e   g o a l   on  t h e   b o a r d   t o  

o b s t r u c t   t h e   p r o g r e s s   of   o p p o n e n t s .   T h e  

p a r t i c i p a n t s   a r e   a l s o   p r o v i d e d   w i t h   " k e y s "  



w h i c h   " o p e n "   g a t e s   in   t h e   p r e s c r i b e d   p a t h s .   T h e  

p a r t i c i p a n t s   " s p e n d "   k e y s   to  o p e n   g a t e s ,   and  t h e  

p a r t i c i p a n t s   may  a c q u i r e   a d d i t i o n a l   k e y s   by  m o v i n g  

away  f r o m   t h e  g o a l   and  c r o s s i n g   c e r t a i n   l o c a t i o n s  

d e l i n e a t e d   on  t h e   b o a r d .   The  i n t r o d u c t i o n   o f  

s t r a t e g y   i n t o   t h e   game  i n c r e a s e s   i t s   e x c i t e m e n t   a n d  

r e n d e r s   t h e   game  more   v e r s a t i l e   t h a n   o t h e r s   b y  

a l l o w i n g   f o r   d i f f e r e n t   c r i t e r i a   to   c o n t r o l   m o v e m e n t  

of   t h e   p a r t i c i p a n t s   on  t h e   b o a r d .  

In  a c c o r d a n c e   w i t h   one  e m b o d i m e n t   o f   t h i s  

i n v e n t i o n ,   t h e   game  i n c l u d e s   a  p l a y i n g   b o a r d ,   a  

number   of   " s u r p r i s e "   c a r d s ,   r e c o r d i n g   d e v i c e s   t o  

k e e p   c o u n t   of  t h e   k e y s   owned  by  e a c h   p a r t i c i p a n t ,  

p l a y i n g   t o k e n s   and  s m a l l   p l a s t i c   or  w o o d e n   p i e c e s  

c a l l e d   " g a t e s " .   The  b o a r d   b e a r s   i n d i c i a   w h i c h  

d e l i n e a t e s   a  c e n t r a l   g o a l   or  " k e e p "   and   a  p l u r a l i t y  

of   c o n c e n t r i c   s p a c e d   b a r r i e r s   a b o u t   t h e   k e e p .  

S t a r t i n g   l o c a t i o n s   a r e   d e l i n e a t e d   a t   t h e   o u t e r m o s t  

b a r r i e r .  

O p e n i n g s   a r e   p r o v i d e d   t h r o u g h   t h e   b a r r i e r s ,   in  - 

some  i n s t a n c e s   d e f i n e d   by  s t a i r s  a n d   in  o t h e r s   b y  

d o o r s ,   and  t h e   v a r i o u s   o p e n i n g s   in  t h e   b a r r i e r s   a r e  

i n t e r c o n n e c t e d   by  p a t h s   f o r m e d   by  c o n n e c t e d   s t a t i o n s  

w h i c h   d e f i n e   s t e p s   a l o n g   t h e  



p a t h .   The  p l a y e r s   move  t h e i r   p l a y i n g   p i e c e s   o r  

t o k e n s   a l o n g   t h e   p a t h s ,   and   t h e   p l a y e r s   a r e   a l s o  

a b l e   to   p l a c e   g a t e s   a t   t h e   o p e n i n g s   in  t h e   b a r r i e r s  

to  b l o c k   t h e   p a t h s   of   t h e i r   o p p o n e n t s .   T h e  

o p p o n e n t s   in  t u r n   may  o p e n   t h e   g a t e s   by  e x p e n d i n g  

t h e   k e y s   a s s i g n e d   to  or  e a r n e d   by  t hem  d u r i n g   t h e  

c o u r s e   of   t h e   g a m e .  
The  p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n   w i l l   be  b e t t e r   u n d e r s t o o d  

and  a p p r e c i a t e d   f rom  t h e   f o l l o w i n g   d e t a i l e d  

d e s c r i p t i o n   r e a d   in  c o n n e c t i o n   w i t h   t h e   a c c o m p a n y i n g  

d r a w i n g s .  

BRIEF  FIGURE  D E S C R I P T I O N  

FIG.   1  i s   a  p e r s p e c t i v e   v i e w   of   a  p l a y i n g   b o a r d  

a l o n g   w i t h   t h e   p l a y i n g   p i e c e s   and   g a t e s   u s e d   by  t h e  

p a r t i c i p a n t s ;  

F IG .   2  i s   a  p l a n   v i e w   on  a  l a r g e r   s c a l e   of   t h e  

p l a y i n g   b o a r d   shown  in  F IG .   1 ;  

F I G .   3  i s   a  d i a g r a m m a t i c   v i e w   of   a  r e c o r d i n g  

d e v i c e   c a l l e d   a  " k e y   c h a i n "   u s e d   by  a  p a r t i c i p a n t   t o  

k e e p   t r a c k   o f   t h e   number   of   k e y s   he  p o s s e s s e s ;  

F IG.   4  i s   a  p e r s p e c t i v e   v i e w   of   a  " s u r p r i s e "  

c a r d   c o n s t r u c t e d   in  a c c o r d a n c e   w i t h   t h i s   i n v e n t i o n ;  



FIG.   5  i s   a  b o t t o m   p l a n   v i e w   of   s e v e r a l  

" s u r p r i s e "   c a r d s   s h o w i n g   t h e i r   n o r m a l l y   c o n c e a l e d  

f a c e s ;   a n d  

F I G .   6  d i a g r a m m a t i c a l l y   d e p i c t s   t h e   f r o n t   a n d  

b a c k   o f   a  t r i v i a   c a r d .  

DETAILED  D E S C R I P T I O N  

The  b o a r d   6  shown  in  F I G S .   1  a n d   2  d e p i c t s   a  

c a s t l e   h a v i n g   a  k e e p   8  a t   t h e   c e n t e r   s u r r o u n d e d   by  a  

m o a t   10  and   f o u r   c o n c e n t r i c   w a l l s   12 ,   14,  16  and   3 2  

w h i c h   d e s c r i b e   b e t w e e n   them  f i r s t ,   s e c o n d   and  t h i r d  

c o u r t y a r d s   18 ,   20  and   22.   In  t h e   i l l u s t r a t i o n ,   t h e  

w a l l s   and  m o a t   a r e   g e n e r a l l y   h e x a g o n a l   in  p l a n .   T h e  

w a l l s   14  and   16  a t   t h e i r   s i x   c o r n e r s   a r e   s h o w n  

i n t e r r u p t e d   by  s t a i r s   24  and  26  w h i c h   d e l i n e a t e  

p a s s a g e s   or  o p e n i n g s   t h r o u g h   t h e   w a l l s   to  a l l o w  

a c c e s s   f rom  t h e   f i r s t   to  t h e   s e c o n d   c o u r t y a r d   a n d  

f r o m   t h e   s e c o n d   c o u r t y a r d   to   t h e   t h i r d   c o u r t y a r d ,  

r e s p e c t i v e l y .   In  t h e   c e n t e r   of   t h e   s t r a i g h t   s i d e s  

of   o u t e r   w a l l   12 ,   p o r t s   28  and   d r a w b r i d g e s   30  a r e  

d e p i c t e d .   The  i n n e r m o s t   w a l l   32  of   t he   c a s t l e   a l s o  

h a s   d o o r s   35  a t   t h e   c e n t e r   of   e a c h   s t r a i g h t   s i d e   3 4 ,  

w h i c h   p r o v i d e   a c c e s s   to  t h e   k e e p   36.   The  v a r i o u s  

p o r t s  



28,   s t a i r s   14  and  16 ,   and  d o o r s   35  a r e   c o n n e c t e d   b y  

p a t h s   38  ( d e n o t e d   s o m e t i m e s   by  n u m e r a l   38  i n  

c o m b i n a t i o n   w i t h   a  l e t t e r )   made  up  of  c o n n e c t e d  

e l l i p t i c a l   s t a t i o n s   40  d e s c r i b e d   in  g r e a t e r   d e t a i l  

b e l o w .  

The  o b j e c t   of   t h e   game  is   to   a d v a n c e   f r o m   t h e  

m o a t   10  to  t h e   c a s t l e ' s   k e e p   36  w h i c h   i s   shown  o n  

t h e   b o a r d   to   c o n t a i n   a  t r e a s u r e   c h e s t   42 .   The  f i r s t  

p a r t i c i p a n t   who  r e a c h e s   t he   k e e p   and  g a i n s   a c c e s s   t o  

t h e   l o c k e d   t r e a s u r e   c h e s t   42  i s   d e c l a r e d   t h e  

w i n n e r .   For  t h i s   p u r p o s e ,   e a c h   p a r t i c i p a n t ,   w h e t h e r  

t he   p a r t i c i p a n t   be  an  i n d i v i d u a l   or  a  t e am  o f  

i n d i v i d u a l s ,   is   p r o v i d e d   w i t h   a  p l a y i n g   p i e c e   o r  

t o k e n   44  w h i c h   i s   shown  b e s i d e   t h e   b o a r d   6  in   F I G .  

1.  In  o r d e r   to  d i s t i n g u i s h   one  t o k e n   f rom  a n o t h e r ,  

t h e y   may  be  made  of   d i f f e r e n t   c o l o r s ,   s h a p e s ,   s i z e s ,  

e t c .  

In  F IG .   1,  r e c t a n g u l a r   p l a s t i c   p i e c e s   46  c a l l e d  

" g a t e s "   a r e   shown  w h i c h   a r e   d i s t r i b u t e d   among  t h e  

p a r t i c i p a n t s .   The  game  a l s o   i n c l u d e s   " k e y s "   4 8  

shown  in  F IG.   3,  w h i c h   a r e   d i s t r i b u t e d   among  t h e  

p a r t i c i p a n t s .   The  p a r t i c u l a r   c o n f i g u r a t i o n   o f   t h e  

g a t e s   and  k e y s   i s   n o t   c r i t i c a l   to  t h e   o p e r a t i o n   o f  

t h e   g a m e ,   and  t h e   k e y s ,   f o r   e x a m p l e ,   m a y  



c o m p r i s e   i n d i v i d u a l   k e y - s h a p e   p i e c e s   48 ,   or  e a c h  

p a r t i c i p a n t   may  be  p r o v i d e d   w i t h   a  s i m p l e   r e c o r d i n g  

d e v i c e   49  w i t h   w h i c h   t h e   number   of   " k e y s "   p o s s e s s e d  

by  t h e   p a r t i c i p a n t   may  be  l o g g e d .   The  r e c o r d i n g  

d e v i c e   u s e d   i n s t e a d   of   i n d i v i d u a l   k e y s   may  h a v e   a  

s c a l e   and   m o v i n g   p o i n t e r   to   k e e p   t r a c k   of   t h e   n u m b e r  

of   k e y s   h e l d   by  e a c h   p a r t i c i p a n t .   F i n a l l y ,   t h e   g a m e  

e q u i p m e n t   may  i n c l u d e   a  n u m b e r   of   s u r p r i s e   c a r d s   5 0  

as  shown  in  F IGS .   4  and   5.  T h e i r   f u n c t i o n   w i l l   a l s o  

be  d e s c r i b e d   in   d e t a i l   b e l o w   in  c o n n e c t i o n   w i t h   t h e  

p l a y i n g   of   t h e   g a m e .  
The  p a t h s   b e t w e e n   t h e   p o r t s ,   s t a i r s   and  d o o r   o n  

t h e   s i x   s i d e s   of   t h e   b o a r d   a r e   i d e n t i c a l   e x c e p t   f o r  

t h e   c o l o r   c o d e s   a p p l i e d   to   e a c h   of  t h e   s t a t i o n s   4 0 .  

The  s i g n i f i c a n c e   of   t h e   c o d e s   a p p l i e d   to  t h e  

s t a t i o n s   i s   d e s c r i b e d   b e l o w .   In  l i g h t   of   t h e   f a c t  

t h a t   t h e   p a t h s   on  e a c h   s i d e   a r e   o t h e r w i s e   i d e n t i c a l ,  

o n l y   t h e   s i d e   of   t h e   b o a r d   b e l o w   t h e   k e e p   8  a s  
v i e w e d   in   FIG.   2  n e e d   be  d e s c r i b e d   in  d e t a i l .  

In  F IG .   2  a  p a i r   o f   p a t h s   38A  and  38B  d i v e r g e  

f rom  p o r t   28A  and   e x t e n d   to   t h e   s t e p s   24A  and  24B  a t  

t h e   e n d s   of   t h e   s i d e   14A  of   w a l l   14.   Each   of   t h e  

p a t h s   28A  and  28B  a r e   c o m p o s e d   of  t h r e e   s t a t i o n s  

w h i c h   t o g e t h e r   s p a n   t h e   f i r s t  



c o u r t y a r d   18  b e t w e e n   t he   o u t e r   w a l l   12  and  t h e   n e x t  

i n n e r   w a l l   14 .   I d e n t i c a l   p a t h s   38C  and  38D  e x t e n d  

r e s p e c t i v e l y   f rom  t h e   p o r t s   28C  and  28D  in  t h e   s i d e s  

12B  and   12C  of   t h e   o u t e r   w a l l   1 2 .  

A d d i t i o n a l   p a t h s   38E  and  38F  s p a n   t h e   s e c o n d  

c o u r t y a r d   20  and  i n t e r s e c t   one  a n o t h e r   a t   a  s h a r e d  

s p e c i a l   s t a t i o n   52  w h i c h   d e p i c t s   a  t r a p   d o o r .   P a t h  

38E  e x t e n d s   f rom  s t e p s   24A  to  26B  w h i l e   p a t h   3 8 F  

e x t e n d s   f rom  s t e p s   24B  to  26A.  Each   p a t h   38E  a n d  

38F  c o n t a i n s   f o u r   s t a t i o n s   40  i n c l u d i n g   t h e   common  

s t a t i o n   52  d e p i c t i n g   a  t r a p   d o o r .   A  t u n n e l   54  i s  

a l s o   shown  e x t e n d i n g   f rom  t h e   t r a p   d o o r   of   s t a t i o n  

52  u n d e r   w a l l   14 ,   p o r t   28A  and  moa t   10  to  t h e   t u n n e l  

e x i t   d o o r   55.   The  t r a p   d o o r ,   t u n n e l   54  and   d o o r   5 5  

s u g g e s t   t h a t   i f   c e r t a i n   c o n d i t i o n s   a r e   n o t   met   by  a  

p a r t i c i p a n t   when  he  or  she   r e a c h e s   s p e c i a l   s t a t i o n  

52,   t h e   p l a y e r ' s   t o k e n   is  r e t u r n e d   v i a   t he   t u n n e l   t o  

t h e   s t a r t i n g   p o i n t   a t   p o r t   2 8 .  

P a t h s   38G  and  38H,  e a c h   made  up  of   two  s t a t i o n s  

40  s p a n   t h e   t h i r d   c o u r t y a r d   22  and  c o n v e r g e   a t   t h e  

d o o r   35  of   k e e p   8,  in  t he   s i d e   of  t h e   i n n e r m o s t   w a l l  

3 4 A .  



As  s t a t e d   a b o v e ,   a  s e l e c t e d   n u m b e r   of   g a t e s   4 6  

i s   a s s i g n e d   to   e a c h   of   t h e   p a r t i c i p a n t s   and   a  

p a r t i c i p a n t   may  p l a c e   h i s   g a t e s   a c r o s s   any  of   t h e  

s t a i r s   24  and   26  or  d o o r s   35  to   b l o c k   p a s s a g e   to  t h e  

k e e p   8  by  way  of  t h e   b l o c k e d   s t a i r s   or  d o o r s .   T h e  

k e y s   48  a s s i g n e d   to  e a c h   p a r t i c i p a n t   in   t u r n   a r e  

u s e d   to   " u n l o c k "   t h e   g a t e s   so  as   to  a l l o w   p a s s a g e  

o v e r   t h e   s t a i r s   or  t h r o u g h   t h e   d o o r   b l o c k e d   b y  
t h e m .   When  p l a y e d   in  t h e   p r e f e r r e d   m a n n e r ,  

d i f f e r e n t   n u m b e r   of   k e y s   a r e   r e q u i r e d   to   o p e n   t h e  

g a t e s   46  d e p e n d i n g   upon  t h e i r   p r o x i m i t y   to   t h e  

c a s t l e   k e e p   8.  For  e x a m p l e ,   one  key  may  be  r e q u i r e d  

to  o p e n   a  g a t e   on  t h e   s t a i r s   24  in  w a l l   14 ,   two  k e y s  

to  o p e n   a  g a t e   on  t h e   s t a i r s   26  in  w a l l   16  and   t h r e e  

k e y s   to  o p e n   a  g a t e   a t   t he   d o o r   35 .   I t   i s   a l s o  

c o n t e m p l a t e d   t h a t   a  g a t e   may  be  p l a c e d   a c r o s s   t h e  

t r a p   d o o r s   a t   t h e   s p e c i a l   s t a t i o n s   52  w h i c h   w o u l d  

e n a b l e   a  p a r t i c i p a n t   to  t r a v e r s e   t h e   s t a t i o n   5 2  

w i t h o u t   r e t u r n i n g   to  t h e   s t a r t i n g   p o i n t   a t   t h e   o u t e r  

w a l l   t h r o u g h   t h e   t u n n e l   5 4 .  

A  v a r i e t y   of  d i f f e r e n t   c o n d i t i o n s   may  be  i m p o s e d  

upon   t h e   p a r t i c i p a n t s   to  p e r m i t   them  to   a d v a n c e  

s t a t i o n   by  s t a t i o n   f rom  t he   p o r t   28  to  t h e   k e e p   8 .  

In  one   f o r m   of   p l a y ,   a  



p a r t i c i p a n t   may  be  a l l o w e d   to   a d v a n c e   a d d i t i o n a l  

s t a t i o n s   a l o n g   any  c h o s e n   p a t h   by  c o r r e c t l y  

a n s w e r i n g   a  t r i v i a   q u e s t i o n .   For  e x a m p l e ,   t r i v i a  

q u e s t i o n   c a r d s   f rom  t h e   v e r y   w e l l   known  T r i v i a l  

P u r s u i t   game  can   be  u s e d .   For  t h a t   p u r p o s e ,   e a c h   o f  

t h e   many  s t a t i o n s   40  in  a l l   t h e   p a t h s   38  a r e  

a s s i g n e d   one  of  s i x   c o l o r s ,   w i t h   e a c h   c o l o r  

c o r r e s p o n d i n g   to  a  d i f f e r e n t   t r i v i a   c a t e g o r y .   I t  

w i l l   be  n o t e d   in  t h e   d r a w i n g   t h a t   s i x   d i f f e r e n t  

c o l o r s   a r e   r e p r e s e n t e d   by  s i x   d i f f e r e n t   c r o s s  

h a t c h i n g   a p p l i e d   to  t h e   s t a t i o n s   r e p r e s e n t e d   i n  

a c c o r d a n c e   w i t h   d r a f t i n g   c o n v e n t i o n .   A l t e r n a t i v e l y ,  

t h e   t o k e n s   of  e a c h   p a r t i c i p a n t   can   be  a d v a n c e d   s t e p  

by  s t e p   as  in  t h e   game  of   c h e c k e r s .   As  y e t   a n o t h e r  

a l t e r n a t i v e ,   t he   r i g h t   to  a d v a n c e   may  be  d e t e r m i n e d  

by  t h e   f l i p   of  a  c o i n ,   t h e   r o l l   of  a  d i e ,   e t c .   A n d  

u n d e r   c e r t a i n   r u l e s   a d o p t e d   by  t h e   p a r t i c i p a n t s   m o r e  

t h a n   one  s t a t i o n   may  be  a d v a n c e d   a t   a  t i m e .  

As  s u g g e s t e d   a b o v e ,   t h e   game  is   won  by  a  

p a r t i c i p a n t   e n t e r i n g   t h e   k e e p   8  and  o p e n i n g   t h e  

t r e a s u r e   c h e s t   42.   The  c r i t e r i a   f o r   o p e n i n g   t h e  

c h e s t   42  may  be  b a s e d   upon   t h e   c o r r e c t   a n s w e r i n g   o f  

a  t r i v i a   q u e s t i o n ,   t h e   p a y m e n t   of  a  



p r e s c r i b e d   n u m b e r   of  k e y s ,   or  d r a w i n g   a  " s u r p r i s e "  

c a r d   b e a r i n g   c e r t a i n   p r e s c r i b e d   d i r e c t i o n s .   I t   i s  

a l s o   c o n t e m p l a t e d   t h a t   t h e   c a t e g o r y   of   t r i v i a  

q u e s t i o n   to   be  a n s w e r e d   by  t h e   p a r t i c i p a n t   w h o  

e n t e r s   t h e   k e e p   8  in  o r d e r   to  p e r m i t   h im  to  o p e n   t h e  

t r e a s u r e   c h e s t   may  be  d e t e r m i n e d   by  d i r e c t i o n s  

c a r r i e d   by  a  " s u r p r i s e "   c a r d   50  p l a c e d   in  t h e   k e e p  

a t   t h e   b e g i n n i n g   of   t h e   g a m e .   When  t h e   game  i s  

p l a y e d   w i t h   t r i v i a   q u e s t i o n s   of   d i f f e r e n t  

c a t e g o r i e s ,   i t   i s   c o n t e m p l a t e d   t h a t   a t   t h e   b e g i n n i n g  
of   t h e   game  a  s u r p r i s e   c a r d   e i t h e r   f o l d e d   or  p l a c e d  

f a c e   down  so  as   to   h i d e   i t s   d i r e c t i o n s   i s   p l a c e d   i n  

t h e   k e e p   and  i s   e x p o s e d   o n l y   when  a  p a r t i c i p a n t  

r e a c h e s   t h e   k e e p .   In  F IG.   4  a  f o l d e d   " s u r p r i s e "  

c a r d   50  i s   s h o w n ,   and  in  FIG.   5  t h e   f a c e s   of   s e v e r a l  

c a r d s   a r e   shown  b e a r i n g   i n s t r u c t i o n s .   T h e  

i n s t r u c t i o n s   c a r r i e d   by  t h e   " s u r p r i s e "   c a r d s   m a y  
e i t h e r   be  in   t h e   fo rm  of   c o l o r   i n d i c i a   or  w o r d s  

w h i c h   c o n v e y   t h e   i n s t r u c t i o n s .   I t   i s   a l s o  

c o n t e m p l a t e d   t h a t   a  " s u r p r i s e "   c a r d   may  b e a r   t h e  

i n s t r u c t i o n s   " y o u r   c h o i c e "   or  " o p p o s i t i o n   c h o o s e s "  

i n d i c a t i n g   t h a t   e i t h e r   t h e   p a r t i c i p a n t   r e a c h i n g   t h e  

k e e p   8  or  h i s   o p p o n e n t s   may  d e s i g n a t e   t h e   t r i v i a  

c a t e g o r y .  



The  game  i s   p l a y e d   p r e f e r a b l y   by  s i x   or  f e w e r  

p a r t i c i p a n t s ,   e a c h   s t a r t i n g   a t   s e p a r a t e   p o i n t s   a b o u t  

t h e   m o a t   10  a t   t h e   p o r t s   28  and  d r a w b r i d g e s   3 0 .  

Each   p a r t i c i p a n t   s e l e c t s   a  c h o s e n   s t a r t i n g   l o c a t i o n  

a t   t h e   m o a t ,   and  t h e   f i r s t   one  to   p l a y   may  b e  

d e t e r m i n e d   by  p l a c i n g   t h e   " s u r p r i s e "   c a r d s   w i t h  

t h e i r   i n s t r u c t i o n s   h i d d e n   and  h a v i n g   t h e  

p a r t i c i p a n t s   d r aw  u n t i l   one  c h o o s e s   t h e   " y o u r  

c h o i c e "   c a r d   shown  in  F IG.   5.  T h a t   p a r t i c i p a n t  

w o u l d   move  f i r s t .   The  o t h e r   p a r t i c i p a n t s   w o u l d   m o v e  

in  o r d e r   as   l o c a t e d   c l o c k w i s e   f r o m   t h e   f i r s t  

p l a y e r .   At  t h e   s t a r t   of   t h e   game  e a c h   p a r t i c i p a n t  

may  be  g i v e n   f o u r   g a t e s   46  and  s i x   k e y s .   The  n u m b e r  

of  g a t e s   and  k e y s   g i v e n   may  v a r y   w i t h   t h e   number   o f  

p a r t i c i p a n t s .   The  k e y s   may  be  s e p a r a t e   k e y - s h a p e d  

t o k e n s   48,  or  t h e   n u m b e r   may  s i m p l y   be  k e p t   on  t h e  

r e c o r d   k e e p i n g   d e v i c e   49 ,   or  any   o t h e r   f o r m   may  b e  

u s e d .   To  r e m o v e   a  g a t e   in  t h e   p a t h   o f   a  

p a r t i c i p a n t ,   k e y s   a r e   e x p e n d e d ,   and   i t   i s  

c o n t e m p l a t e d   t h a t   a  p a r t i c i p a n t   may  a c q u i r e  

a d d i t i o n a l   k e y s   by  m o v i n g   down  a  s t a i r w a y   26  

s e p a r a t i n g   t h e   t h i r d   c o u r t y a r d   22  f r o m   t h e   s e c o n d  

c o u r t y a r d   20  or  a  s t a i r w a y   24  s e p a r a t i n g   t h e   s e c o n d  

c o u r t y a r d   20  f r o m   t h e   f i r s t   c o u r t y a r d   18  in  a  

- , . d i r e c t i o n   away  f rom  t h e  



k e e p   8.  A  s i n g l e   key  may  be  a w a r d e d   f o r   m o v i n g   d o w n  

a  s i n g l e   s t a i r c a s e ,   and  i f   a  d i r e c t   p a t h   i s   t a k e n  

f r o m   t h e   t h i r d   c o u r t y a r d   22  to   t h e   f i r s t   c o u r t y a r d  

18  w i t h o u t   r e v e r s i n g   d i r e c t i o n ,   an  a d d i t i o n a l   k e y  

may  be  a w a r d e d .   A  key  may  a l s o   be  a w a r d e d   a s  

c o n s o l a t i o n   i f   a  p a r t i c i p a n t   f a l l s   t h r o u g h   one  o f  

t h e   t r a p   d o o r s   a t   a  s p e c i a l   s t a t i o n   52  and  r e t u r n s  

to  t h e   s t a r t i n g   p o i n t   a t   t h e   m o a t .  

Ye t   o t h e r   c r i t e r i a   may  be  i m p o s e d   f o r   a c q u i r i n g  

a d d i t i o n a l   k e y s .   For   e x a m p l e ,   when  a  t r i v i a  

q u e s t i o n   i s   a n s w e r e d   i n c o r r e c t l y ,   i t   i s   c o n t e m p l a t e d  
t h a t   t h e   o p p o r t u n i t y   i s   to   be  g i v e n   to  t h e   o t h e r  

p a r t i c i p a n t s   in  t u r n   to  a n s w e r   t h e   same  q u e s t i o n .  

I f   one   of   t h e   o t h e r   p a r t i c i p a n t s   c h o o s e s   to  o f f e r   a n  

a n s w e r ,   and  t h e   a n s w e r   i s   c o r r e c t ,   an  a d d i t i o n a l   k e y  

may  be  a w a r d e d .   C o n v e r s e l y ,   a  q u e s t i o n   a n s w e r e d  

i n c o r r e c t l y   may  c o s t   t h e   p a r t i c i p a n t   a  k e y .   As  y e t  

a n o t h e r   a l t e r n a t i v e ,   t h e   o t h e r   p a r t i c i p a n t s   m a y  
o f f e r   to  p a s s   on  t h e   q u e s t i o n   so  as  to  a v o i d  

c h a n c i n g   t he   l o s s   of   a  k e y .   F u r t h e r ,   t h e   t r i v i a  

q u e s t i o n s   may  be  g i v e n   d e g r e e s   of  d i f f i c u l t y ,   a n d  

t h e   more   d i f f i c u l t   q u e s t i o n s   may  b r i n g   a  r e w a r d   o f   a  

g r e a t e r   number   of   k e y s .  



When  p l a y   b e g i n s ,   t he   f i r s t   p l a y e r   a t   a  p o r t   2 8  

moves   to   one   of   t h e   two  s t a t i o n s   40  in   t h e   f i r s t  

c o u r t y a r d   18  c o n n e c t e d   to  h i s   p a r t i c u l a r   p o r t .   I f  

t h e   a d v a n c e   of   t h e   p l a y e r ' s   t o k e n   i s   to   b e  

c o n t r o l l e d   by  t h e   a n s w e r   of  a  t r i v i a   q u e s t i o n ,   t h e  

p l a y e r   may  t h e n   a t t e m p t   to  a n s w e r   a  q u e s t i o n   on  a  

t r i v i a   c a r d   60  as  shown  in  F IG .   6  in  t h e   c a t e g o r y  

d e t e r m i n e d   by  t h e   c o l o r   of   t h e   s t a t i o n   to   w h i c h   t h e  

p l a y e r   h a s   a d v a n c e d   h i s   t o k e n .   N o t e   t h e   q u e s t i o n s  

on  c a r d   60  a r e   c o l o r   c o d e d   as  a r e   t h e   a n s w e r s   t o  

them  on  t h e   b a c k .   I f   t he   p a r t i c i p a n t   a n s w e r s   t h e  

q u e s t i o n   c o r r e c t l y ,   he  i s   t h e n   g i v e n   t h e   r i g h t   t o  

a d v a n c e   to  t h e   n e x t   s t a t i o n   40  and  o n c e   a g a i n   a n s w e r  
t h e   t r i v i a   q u e s t i o n   in  t h e   c a t e g o r y   r e p r e s e n t e d   b y  

t h e   c o l o r   of  t h e   n e x t   s t a t i o n .   The  p a r t i c i p a n t   m a y  
c o n t i n u e   to  a d v a n c e   s t e p   by  s t e p   so  l o n g   as   w i t h  

e a c h   s t e p   a  t r i v i a   q u e s t i o n   i s   a n s w e r e d .   When  t h e  

p a r t i c i p a n t   f a i l s   to  a n s w e r   a  q u e s t i o n   c o r r e c t l y ,  
t h e   n e x t   p a r t i c i p a n t   c h o o s e s   a  p a t h   38  to  m o v e  

a c r o s s   t h e   f i r s t   c o u r t y a r d   18  and  s i m i l a r l y   i s  

p r e s e n t e d   w i t h   a  t r i v i a   q u e s t i o n .   T h i s   p r o c e d u r e  

c o n t i n u e s   c l o c k w i s e   a b o u t   t h e   b o a r d   w i t h   a l l  

p a r t i c i p a n t s   h a v i n g   a  t u r n .  



W h i l e   i t   i s   c o n t e m p l a t e d   t h a t   e a c h   p a r t i c i p a n t  

w i l l   s t a r t   f r o m   a  d i f f e r e n t   p o r t   a t   t h e   m o a t   10,   t h e  

p a t h s   to   be  t r a v e l e d   by  e a c h   p a r t i c i p a n t ' s   t o k e n   4 4  

is   n o t   l i m i t e d   to   m o v i n g   a l o n g   p a t h s   on  a  s i n g l e  

s i d e   of   t h e   b o a r d .   R a t h e r ,   a t   any  i n t e r s e c t i o n   o f  

two  or  more   p a t h s ,   t h e   p l a y e r   may  c h a n g e   f rom  o n e  
d i r e c t i o n   to   a n o t h e r   and  e i t h e r   a d v a n c e   t o w a r d   t h e  

k e e p   or  r e t r e a t   t o w a r d   t h e   m o a t .  

As  t h e   p l a y e r s   in   t u r n   move  and  a d v a n c e   t o w a r d  

t h e   c a s t l e   k e e p   8,  t h e y   may  e n c o u n t e r   g a t e s   46  a s  
shown  in  F IG.   1  p l a c e d   a t   t h e   s t a i r s   24  and  26  a n d  

a t   t h e   d o o r s   35.   The  p a r t i c i p a n t s   may  o p e n   any   o f  

t h e   g a t e s   by  p a y i n g   t h e   r e q u i r e d   number   of  k e y s ,  

w h i c h   w i l l   r e m o v e   t h e   g a t e s   f rom  t h e   p a t h   so  as  t o  

e n a b l e   t h e   p a r t i c i p a n t   to  c o n t i n u e .   I f   t h e   p a t h   o f  

a  p a r t i c u l a r   p a r t i c i p a n t   i s   b l o c k e d ,   he  may  r e v e r s e  

d i r e c t i o n   and  move  b a c k   t o w a r d   t h e   moa t   10  and  e a r n  

a d d i t i o n a l   k e y s   by  d e s c e n d i n g   any  o f   t h e   s t a i r w a y s  

as  d e s c r i b e d   a b o v e .   By  e a r n i n g   t h e   a d d i t i o n a l   k e y s ,  

t h e   p a r t i c i p a n t   may  t h e n   be  a b l e   to   move  t o w a r d   t h e  

k e e p   o n c e   a g a i n   and  o p e n   g a t e s   in  h i s   p a t h .  

F i n a l l y ,   when  t h e   p a r t i c i p a n t   r e a c h e s   t h e   k e e p ,  

he  may  d raw  f o r   t h e   " s u r p r i s e "   c a r d   50  w h i c h  

i n d i c a t e s   t h a t   he  c a n  



o p e n   t h e   t r e a s u r e   c h e s t   42  or  pay  t h e   r e q u i s i t e  

n u m b e r   o f   k e y s ,   or  p e r f o r m   any  o t h e r   p r e r e q u i s i t e  

e s t a b l i s h e d   by  t h e   r u l e s .  

In  t h e   f o l l o w i n g   s e c t i o n ,   an  e x a m p l e   o f   how  t h e  

game  may  be  p l a y e d   i s   d e s c r i b e d   by  p r e s e n t i n g   t h e  

r u l e s   o f   t h e   g a m e .  
RULES  OF  PLAY 

O b j e c t   of   t h e   Game 

The  o b j e c t   o f   t h e   game  i s   to   a d v a n c e   y o u r   t o k e n  

f rom  t h e   m o a t   of   t h e   c a s t l e   to   t h e   c a s t l e ' s   k e e p ,  

w h i c h   c o n t a i n s   a  l o c k e d   t r e a s u r e   c h e s t .   A n s w e r i n g   a  

t r i v i a   q u e s t i o n   in  t h e   k e e p   w i l l   a l l o w   you  t o  

m a g i c a l l y   " o p e n "   t h e   c h e s t ,   and  t h e r e f o r e   win   t h e  

g a m e .   I f   p l a y i n g   w i t h o u t   t r i v i a ,   t h e n   t h e   f i r s t  

p l a y e r   to   t h e   k e e p   m u s t   open   t h e   c h e s t   w i t h   k e y s  

(many  a r e   s u p p l i e d   a t   t h e   b e g i n n i n g   of   t h e   g a m e ) .  

Of  c o u r s e ,   t h e r e   a r e   ways  to  p r e v e n t   s p e e d y  

o p p o n e n t s   f rom  r e a c h i n g   t he   k e e p   f i r s t ,   b u t   t h a t   i s  

d i s c u s s e d   a  l i t t l e   l a t e r .  

E q u i p m e n t  

The  game  p a c k a g e   c o n t a i n s   one  q u a d - f o l d i n g   b o a r d  

(some  b o a r d s   may  be  in  f o u r   u n c o n n e c t e d   p u z z l e  

p i e c e s ) ,   a  c a r d   c o n t a i n i n g   e i g h t   p e r f o r a t e d  

" s u r p r i s e "   c a r d s ,   s i x   p u s h - o u t  



r e c o r d i n g   d e v i c e s   ( " k e y - c h a i n s " ) ,   s i x   t e a m   t o k e n s ,  

and  t w e n t y - f o u r   p l a s t i c   p i e c e s   c a l l e d   " g a t e s " ,   a n d  

t h e   r u l e s ,   of   c o u r s e .  

How  to   P l a y   (Wi th   T r i v i a )  

Team  p l a y   i s   r e c o m m e n d e d   (when  u s i n g   t r i v i a )  

b e c a u s e   i t   h e l p s   t h e   game  move  q u i c k l y .   S e l e c t   t h e  

t e a m   t h a t   moves   f i r s t   by  p u t t i n g   t h e   " s u r p r i s e "  

c a r d s   in   a  b a g .   The  t e am  t h a t   c h o o s e s   t h e   " y o u r  

c h o i c e "   c a r d   w i l l   move  f i r s t .   P l a y   w i l l   t h e n   m o v e  

f r o m   t eam  to   t e a m ,   c l o c k w i s e   a r o u n d   t h e   b o a r d .   A t  

t h e   s t a r t   o f   t h e   game ,   a l l   t e a m s   p l a c e   t h e i r   t o k e n s  

on  a  d r a w b r i d g e .   Teams  w i l l   move  t h e i r   t o k e n s   t o  

e i t h e r   o f   two  c o l o r e d   s p a c e s   t h a t   d i v e r g e   f r o m   t h e  

d r a w b r i d g e .   The  i d e a   i s   to  move  t o k e n s   a l o n g   t h e s e  

p a t h s   of   c o l o r e d   s p a c e s ,   in  any   d i r e c t i o n ,   a n d  

e v e n t u a l l y   r e a c h   t h e   t r e a s u r e   c h e s t   h i d d e n   in  t h e  

c a s t l e ' s   k e e p .   On  e a c h   t u r n ,   a  t eam  moves   i t s   t o k e n  

one  s p a c e .   H o w e v e r ,   i t   may  e x t e n d   t h e   t u r n   b y  

c o r r e c t l y   a n s w e r i n g   a  t r i v i a   q u e s t i o n   t h a t  

c o r r e s p o n d s   to   t h e   c o l o r   on  t h e   s p a c e .   The  c o l o r s  

w i l l   a p p r o x i m a t e l y   m a t c h   t h e   c o l o r s   in   t h e   m o s t  

p o p u l a r   t r i v i a   g a m e s ,   and  p l a y e r s   m a t c h   t h i s   g a m e ' s  

c o l o r s   to   s i x   c a t e g o r i e s  



in   any  g i v e n   t r i v i a   q u e s t i o n   s e t .   E v e r y   t e a m ' s   g o a l  

i s   to   move  i t s   t o k e n   t h r o u g h   t h e   " f i r s t   c o u r t y a r d " ,  

up  t h e   s t a i r w a y   to   t h e   " s e c o n d   c o u r t y a r d " ,   u p  
a n o t h e r   s t a i r w a y   to   t h e   " t h i r d   c o u r t y a r d " ,   a n d  

f i n a l l y   t h r o u g h   a  d o o r   to  t h e   " k e e p " .   In  t h e   s e c o n d  

c o u r t y a r d ,   t h e   r o u n d   s p a c e s   c o n t a i n   t r a p   d o o r s   t h a t  

o p e n   i n t o   t u n n e l s   w h i c h   l e a d   b a c k   to  t h e   " d r a w i n g  

b r i d g e " .   An  i n c o r r e c t   a n s w e r   in  t h e   t r a p   d o o r   s p a c e  
w i l l   o p e n   t h e   d o o r ,   and  t h e   t o k e n   m u s t   be  p l a c e d   o n  

t h e   d r a w b r i d g e   b e l o w .  

How  to  Use  G a t e s  

To  p r e v e n t   a n o t h e r   t eam  f r o m   p a s s i n g   t h r o u g h   a  

s t a i r w a y   or  d o o r ,   a  t eam  may  p l a c e   a  g a t e ,   b y  

p u t t i n g   one  of   h i s   b l a c k   p l a s t i c   p i e c e s   on  t h e  

b o a r d ,   a c r o s s   w h i c h e v e r   s t a i r w a y   or  d o o r   i t  

c h o o s e s .   More  t h a n   one  g a t e   may  be  p l a c e d   on  t h e  

same  l o c a t i o n .   Once  a  g a t e   i s   on  t h e   b o a r d ,   i t  

b e l o n g s   to   n o b o d y .   The  f i r s t   t e a m   to   s p e n d   k e y s   t o  

o p e n   t h e   g a t e   may  r e m o v e   t h e   g a t e   f rom  t h e   b o a r d   a n d  

h o l d   i t   in   i t s   s u p p l y   of   g a t e s ,   or  p l a c e   i t  

s o m e w h e r e   e l s e   on  t h e   b o a r d .   The  c l o s e r   a  g a t e   i s  

to   t h e   k e e p   in  t h e   c e n t e r   of  t h e   b o a r d ,   t h e   m o r e  

k e y s   a r e   r e q u i r e d   to  open   i t .   One  key  m u s t   be  u s e d  

to  o p e n   a  g a t e   on  t h e   s t a i r s   b e t w e e n   t h e   f i r s t  

. . c o u r t y a r d   and  t h e   s e c o n d .  



Two  k e y s   m u s t   be  u s e d   to   o p e n   a  g a t e   on  t h e   s t a i r s  

b e t w e e n   t h e   s e c o n d   c o u r t y a r d   and  t h e   t h i r d .   T h r e e  

k e y s   m u s t   be  u s e d   to  o p e n   a  g a t e   p l a c e d   a c r o s s   a  

d o o r w a y   to   t h e   k e e p .   G a t e s   may  n o t   be  p l a c e d   o n  

d r a w b r i d g e s .  

A  g a t e   may  a l s o   be  p l a c e d   a c r o s s   t h e   t r a p   d o o r  

f o u n d   on  t h e   r o u n d   s p a c e s   in  t h e   s e c o n d   c o u r t y a r d .  

H o w e v e r ,   o n l y   one   key   i s   n e e d e d   to  u n l o c k   i t   a n d  

r e m o v e   i t   f r o m   t h e   b o a r d .   A  g a t e   w i l l   p r e v e n t   a n y  
t o k e n   f r o m   f a l l i n g   t h r o u g h   t h e   t u n n e l ,   e v e n   i f   t h e  

t r a p   d o o r   i s   " o p e n e d "   b e c a u s e   t h e   t eam  c o u l d n ' t  

a n s w e r   a  q u e s t i o n   c o r r e c t l y .  

Any  t e a m   may  p l a c e   a  g a t e   a n y w h e r e   on  t he   b o a r d ,  

a t   t h e   s t a r t   of   any   t u r n ,   or  may  open   a  g a t e  

a n y w h e r e   on  t h e   b o a r d ,   so  t h a t   i t   may  be  p l a c e  

s o m e w h e r e   e l s e .  

How  to  Use  K e y s  

T h e r e   a r e   s i x   r e c o r d i n g   d e v i c e s   w h i c h   e a c h   t e a m  

may  u se   to   k e e p   t r a c k   of   i t s   k e y s .   T h i s   d e v i c e   i s  

c a l l e d   t h e   " k e y   c h a i n " .  

E a c h   t e a m   s t a r t s   t h e   game  w i t h   a  s u p p l y   o f   k e y s ,  

a l t h o u g h   t h e   n u m b e r   may  d e p e n d   on  how  many  t e a m s   a r e  

p l a y i n g .  

Once  a  key  i s   u s e d ,   i t   may  n e v e r   be  u s e d   a g a i n ,  

and  y o u  



m u s t   move  t h e   i n d i c a t o r   on  y o u r   key  c h a i n   down  o n e  

n o t c h .   You  may  u se   as  many  k e y s   as  you   h a v e   in  y o u r  

s u p p l y   on  a  s i n g l e   t u r n .   Here   a r e   f o u r   ways   to  u s e  

k e y s .  

1.  To  u n l o c k   g a t e s   (See  How  to  Use  G a t e s ) ;  

2.  By  u s i n g   one  k e y ,   you  may  s k i p   o v e r   one   s p a c e ;  

3.  By  u s i n g   one  k e y ,   you  may  be  a l l o w e d   a n o t h e r  

g u e s s   a t   a  q u e s t i o n .   T h i s   i s   a  g o o d   way  t o  

e x t e n d   y o u r   t u r n ,   p r o v i d e d   y o u r   s e c o n d   g u e s s   i s  

t h e   c o r r e c t   a n s w e r ;  

4.  T h r o u g h   u s i n g   one  k e y ,   you  c a n   p u t   p r e s s u r e   o n  

a n o t h e r   t eam  by  g i v i n g   i t   a  f i v e   s e c o n d   t i m e  

l i m i t   to  a n s w e r   i t s   q u e s t i o n .   T h i s   may  be  d o n e  

by  c o u n t i n g   o u t   l o u d   ( f a i r l y   s l o w l y )   f rom  f i v e  

to  z e r o ,   a t   any  t i m e   a f t e r   t h e   t e a m   h a s   h e a r d  

i t s   q u e s t i o n .   A f t e r   h e a r i n g   z e r o ,   t h e   o t h e r  

t e a m ,   i f   i t   h a s n ' t   a n s w e r e d   t h e   q u e s t i o n   y e t ,  

may  e l e c t   to   u se   one  of   i t s   own  k e y s   to  g u e s s  

a g a i n   w i t h o u t   a  t i m e   l i m i t ,   in  w h i c h   c a s e   t h e  

c o r r e c t   a n s w e r   w i l l   e x t e n d   i t s   t u r n .  



How  to  G a i n   K e y s  

Keys  may  be  g a i n e d   in  t h r e e   w a y s .  

1.  I f   a  t e a m   moves   i t s   t o k e n   f r o m   t h e   t h i r d  

c o u r t y a r d   to  t h e   s e c o n d   c o u r t y a r d ,   or  f r o m   t h e  

s e c o n d   c o u r t y a r d   to  t h e   f i r s t ,   i t   may  add  o n e  

key  to  i t s   s u p p l y ,   by  m o v i n g   t h e   i n d i c a t o r   u p  

one  n o t c h   on  t h e   key  c h a i n .   H o w e v e r ,   i f   a  t e a m  

moves   i t s   t o k e n   f rom  t h e   t h i r d   c o u r t y a r d   to  t h e  

f i r s t   c o u r t y a r d ,   f o l l o w i n g   a  d i r e c t   r o u t e   ( t h e  

s h o r t e s t   p o s s i b l e ) ,   t h e n   i t   g a i n s   t h r e e   k e y s .  

I f   a  t e a m   is   u n f o r t u n a t e   e n o u g h   to  f a l l   t h r o u g h  

a  t r a p   d o o r ,   and  go  back   to  t h e   " d r a w i n g  

b r i d g e " ,   i t   may  g a i n   a  key  as  a  c o n s o l a t i o n  

p r i z e .  

2.  I f   a  q u e s t i o n   i s   n o t   a n s w e r e d   c o r r e c t l y ,   t h e  

o p p o r t u n i t y   to  a n s w e r   i t   may  p a s s   c l o c k w i s e  

a r o u n d   t h e   b o a r d   u n t i l   a  t eam  c a n   a n s w e r   i t .   An 

u n a n s w e r e d   q u e s t i o n   i s   c a l l e d   a  " s t r a y "  

q u e s t i o n ,   b e c a u s e   i t   p a s s e s   f r o m   t e a m   to  t e a m  

a r o u n d   t h e   b o a r d .   I t   can   be  d a n g e r o u s   to  a n s w e r  

a  s t r a y   q u e s t i o n ,   h o w e v e r ,   b e c a u s e   an  i n c o r r e c t  



a n s w e r   w i l l   c a u s e   t h e   t e a m   to  l o s e   a  k e y .  

B u t  

i f   a  t e a m   can   a n s w e r   a  s t r a y   q u e s t i o n ,   i t   g a i n s  

a  k e y .   T h e r e   i s   no  p e n a l t y   f o r   p a s s i n g   a  s t r a y  

q u e s t i o n   on  to   t h e   n e x t   t e a m .  

3.  For  t r i v i a   q u e s t i o n s   t h a t   a r e   g i v e n   d i f f i c u l t y  

r a t i n g s ,   a n s w e r i n g   an  e a s i e s t   q u e s t i o n   w i l l   n o t  

g i v e   a  t e a m   a  k e y ,   b u t   h a r d e r   q u e s t i o n s   w i l l .  

I f   t h e   q u e s t i o n s   h a v e   t h r e e   r a t i n g s ,   t h e   h a r d e s t  

w i l l   g a i n   a  t e am  two  k e y s   i f   a n s w e r e d   c o r r e c t l y ,  

and  so  o n .  

U n l o c k i n g   t h e   T r e a s u r e   C h e s t   and  W i n n i n g   t h e   Game 

To  win  t h e   g a m e ,   one  t eam  m u s t   e n t e r   t h e   k e e p   and  " o p e n "  

t h e   t r e a s u r e   c h e s t .   To  open   t he   c h e s t ,   a  t e am  m u s t   use   t h r e e  

k e y s ,   or  i t   may  o p e n   i t   by  a n s w e r i n g   a  t r i v i a   q u e s t i o n   b e f o r e  

any   o t h e r   p l a y e r s   c an   a n s w e r   t h e   same  q u e s t i o n .   In  t h i s   w a y ,  

t h e   t e a m   can   d e m o n s t r a t e   i t s   t r u e   s u p r e m a c y   and  win  t h e  

g a m e .   H o w e v e r ,   t h e   c a t e g o r y   of  t h e   q u e s t i o n   g i v e n   may  v a r y  

f r o m   game  to  g a m e .   To  d e t e r m i n e   w h a t   c a t e g o r y   i t   i s ,   t h e  

t e a m   m u s t   b l i n d l y   c h o o s e   a  " s u r p r i s e "   c a r d .   The  s u r p r i s e  

c a r d   w i l l   e i t h e r   h a v e   a  c o l o r   c o r r e s p o n d i n g   to   one   of   t h e   s i x  



q u e s t i o n   c a t e g o r i e s ,   or  i t   w i l l   h a v e   w o r d s   p r i n t e d  

on  i t ,   w h i c h   may  r e a d   "Your  C h o i c e " ,   or  " O p p o s i t i o n  

C h o o s e s " .   In  t h e   f i r s t   c a s e ,   t h e   t e a m   c h o o s e s   a n y  

c a t e g o r y   of   i t s   c h o i c e .   In  t h e   s e c o n d   c a s e ,   t h e  

o p p o s i t i o n   may  c h o o s e   any  c a t e g o r y   of   t h e i r   c h o i c e .  

How  to   P l a y   W i t h o u t   T r i v i a  

Game  p l a y   w i t h o u t   t r i v i a   can   be  e x h i l a r a t i n g   a n d  

c h a l l e n g i n g ,   and   i s   f a s t e r   t h a n   game  p l a y   w i t h  

t r i v i a .   O n l y   a  few  a l t e r a t i o n s   in  t h e   r u l e s   m u s t   b e  

made  to  c r e a t e   a  w o r t h w h i l e   s t r a t e g y   game  i n  

i t s e l f .   W i t h o u t   t r i v i a ,   t h e   game  i s   s u i t a b l e   f o r  

t h r e e   to   s i x   p l a y e r s   ( t e a m s   a r e   n o t   n e c e s s a r y ) .  

Game  p l a y   i s   t h e   same  as  w i t h   t r i v i a   e x c e p t   f o r   t h e  

f o l l o w i n g   c h a n g e s .  

1.  The  " s u r p r i s e "   c a r d s   may  be  u s e d   to  d e t e r m i n e  

w h e t h e r   or  n o t   a  t r a p   d o o r   w i l l   o p e n   u n d e r   a  

p l a y e r ' s   t o k e n .   I f   t h e   p l a y e r   b l i n d l y   s e l e c t s  

t h e   same  c o l o r   s u r p r i s e   c a r d   as  t h e   t r a p   d o o r  

s p a c e   w h e r e   he  has   l a n d e d   h i s   t o k e n ,   t h e n   t h e  

t r a p   d o o r   w i l l   o p e n ,   and  t h e   t o k e n   m u s t   be  m o v e d  

b a c k   to   t h e   d r a w b r i d g e .  



2.  When  a  p l a y e r   h a s   e n t e r e d   t h e   k e e p ,   he  c a n  

o n l y   win  i f   he  h a s   two  k e y s   on  h i s   k e y  

c h a i n   w h i c h   h e  

may  u se   to  o p e n   t h e   t r e a s u r e   c h e s t .   I f   t h e  

p l a y e r   d o e s   n o t   h a v e   two  k e y s ,   he  may  o n l y   w i n  

by  b l i n d l y   s e l e c t i n g   t h e   s u r p r i s e   c a r d   w h i c h  

r e a d s   "Your   C h o i c e " .   The  p l a y e r   may  o n l y   s e l e c t  

one  c a r d   pe r   t u r n .  

3.  P l a y e r s   may  w i s h   to   c h a n g e   t h e   p a c e   of   t h e   g a m e  

by  i n c o r p o r a t i n g   a  d i e ,   or  f l i p p i n g   a  c o i n   t o  

d e t e r m i n e   w h e t h e r   to  move  t o k e n s   one   or  t w o  

s p a c e s   a t   a  t i m e .  

£  O l i v e r   Komar  and  A l f r e d   E.  W i l s o n  

H a v i n g   d e s c r i b e d   t h i s   i n v e n t i o n   in  d e t a i l ,   t h o s e   s k i l l e d  

in  t h e   a r t   w i l l   a p p r e c i a t e   t h a t   many  v a r i a t i o n s   may  be  m a d e  

t h e r e o f   w i t h o u t   d e p a r t i n g   f rom  t h e   s p i r i t   of   t h i s   i n v e n t i o n .  

T h e r e f o r e ,   w e  d o   n o t   i n t e n d   to  l i m i t   t h e   s c o p e   of  t h i s  

i n v e n t i o n   to  t h e   s p e c i f i c   e m b o d i m e n t s   i l l u s t r a t e d   a n d  

d e s c r i b e d .   R a t h e r ,   i t   i s   i n t e n d e d   t h a t   t h e   s c o p e   of   t h i s  

i n v e n t i o n   be  d e t e r m i n e d   by  t h e   a p p e n d e d   c l a i m s   and  t h e i r  

e q u i v a l e n t s .  



1.  A  s t r a t e g i c   b o a r d   game  d e s i g n e d   to   be  p l a y e d   by  a  

p l u r a l i t y   of  i n d i v i d u a l   or  t e am  p a r t i c i p a n t s   c o m p r i s i n g  

a  p l u r a l i t y   of  p l a y i n g   p i e c e s   a s s i g n a b l e   one  to  e a c h  

p a r t i c i p a n t s ,  

a  p l a y i n g   b o a r d   h a v i n g   means   d e l i n e a t i n g   a  number   o f  

s t a r t i n g   p o s i t i o n s   and  a  s i n g l e   g o a l ,  

s e c o n d   means   d e l i n e a t i n g   a  p l u r a l i t y   o f   i n t e r s e c t i n g  

p a t h s   f r o m   t h e   s t a r t i n g   p o s i t i o n s   to  t h e   g o a l   a l o n g   wh ich   t h e  

p l a y i n g   p i e c e s   of  t h e   o p p o n e n t s   a r e   to  be  m o v e d ,   e a c h   p a t h  

b e i n g   c o m p o s e d   of   a  p l u r a l i t y   of  s t a t i o n s   e a c h   d e f i n i n g   a  

s t e p   a l o n g   t h e   p a t h ,  

t h i r d   m e a n s   r e p r e s e n t i n g   a  p l u r a l i t y   of   g a t e s  

d i s t r i b u t a b l e   to  t h e   o p p o n e n t s   and  w h i c h   may  be  p l a c e d   o n  

p r e s c r i b e d   l o c a t i o n s   in  t h e   p a t h s   f o r   o b s t r u c t i n g   movement   o f  

p i e c e s   a l o n g   a  p a t h ,  

and  a d d i t i o n a l   means   r e p r e s e n t i n g   k e y s   d i s t r i b u t a b l e   t o  

t h e   o p p o n e n t s   w h i c h   may  be  e x p e n d e d   by  a  p a r t i c i p a n t   to  o p e n  

a  g a t e   o b s t r u c t i n g   t h e   p a t h .  



2.  A  s t r a t e g i c   b o a r d   game  as  d e f i n e d   in  c l a i m   1 

f u r t h e r   c h a r a c t e r i z e d   b y  

i n d i c i a   a p p l i e d   to  c e r t a i n   of   t h e   s t a t i o n s  

d i s t i n g u i s h i n g   them  as  s p e c i a l   o b s t a c l e s   a l o n g   t h e  

p a t h   w h i c h   may  r e q u i r e   a  o p p o n e n t   whose   p l a y i n g  

p i e c e   l a n d s   on  s u c h   a  s t a t i o n   to   r e t u r n   to   t h e  

s t a r t i n g   p o s i t i o n .  

3.  A  s t r a t e g i c   b o a r d   game  as  d e f i n e d   in  c l a i m   1 

f u r t h e r   c h a r a c t e r i z e d   b y  
i n d i c i a   a p p l i e d   to   c e r t a i n   of   t h e   s t a t i o n s  

e s t a b l i s h i n g   them  as  s p e c i a l   s t a t i o n s   upon  w h i c h   a  

g a t e   may  be  p l a c e d .  

4.  A  s t r a t e g i c   b o a r d   game  as  d e f i n e d   in  c l a i m   3 

f u r t h e r   c h a r a c t e r i z e d   b y  

a d d i t i o n a l   i n d i c i a   means   a p p l i e d   to  t h e   b o a r d  

e s t a b l i s h i n g   t h e   number   of  k e y s   r e q u i r e d   to  o p e n  
e a c h   g a t e .  

5.  A  s t r a t e g i c   b o a r d   game  as  d e f i n e d   in  c l a i m   1 

f u r t h e r   c h a r a c t e r i z e d   b y  
c a r d s   i n t e n d e d   to   be  d r a w n   one  a t   a  t i m e   by  e a c h  

o p p o n e n t  



in  t u r n   fo r   d e t e r m i n i n g   w h e t h e r   e a c h   o p p o n e n t   m a y  

move  i t s   p l a y i n g   p i e c e   f r o m   one  s t a t i o n   to   a n o t h e r  

a l o n g   a  p a t h   s e l e c t e d   by  t h e   o p p o n e n t .  

6.  A  s t r a t e g i c   b o a r d   game  as  d e f i n e d   in   c l a i m   5 

f u r t h e r   c h a r a c t e r i z e d   b y  
s a i d   c a r d s   c o n t a i n i n g   q u e s t i o n s   w h i c h   m u s t   b e  

a n s w e r e d   c o r r e c t l y   to   e n a b l e   an  o p p o n e n t   to  move  h i s  

p l a y i n g   p i e c e   to   a n o t h e r   s t a t i o n .  

7.  A  s t r a t e g i c   b o a r d   game  as  d e f i n e d   in  c l a i m   6 

f u r t h e r   c h a r a c t e r i z e d   b y  

e a c h   of   s a i d   s t a t i o n s   b e i n g   c o l o r   c o d e d   w i t h   o n e  

of   a  s e l e c t e d   number   of   c o l o r s ,  

and   c o r r e s p o n d i n g   c o l o r s   a s s i g n e d   to   e a c h  

q u e s t i o n   to  i n d i c a t e   a  c a t e g o r y   of  q u e s t i o n s   to  b e  

a n s w e r e d   by  an  o p p o n e n t   to   p e r m i t   m o v e m e n t   t o  

a n o t h e r   s t a t i o n .  

8.  A  s t r a t e g i c   b o a r d   game  c o m p r i s i n g  

a  p l a y i n g   b o a r d   h a v i n g   i n d i c i a   w h i c h   d e l i n e a t e s  

a  c e n t r a l  



g o a l   and  a  p l u r a l i t y   of   c o n c e n t r i c   b a r r i e r s ,   s a i d  

b a r r i e r s   d e f i n i n g   a n n u l a r   s p a c e s   t h e r e b e t w e e n ,  

means   d e l i n e a t i n g   s t a r t i n g   l o c a t i o n s   a t   t h e  

o u t e r m o s t   b a r r i e r ,  

m e a n s   d e l i n e a t i n g   a  p l u r a l i t y   of  o p e n i n g s  

t h r o u g h   e a c h  o f   t h e   b a r r i e r s ,  

m e a n s   d e f i n i n g   a  p l u r a l i t y   of  p a t h s   b e t w e e n   t h e  

o p e n i n g s   in  d i f f e r e n t   b a r r i e r s ,   s a i d   p a t h s   b e i n g  

c o m p o s e d   of   a  p l u r a l i t y   of   c o n n e c t e d   s t a t i o n s   e a c h  

d e f i n i n g   a  s t e p   a l o n g   t h e   p a t h ,  

p l a y i n g   p i e c e s   a s s i g n a b l e   to  t he   p a r t i c i p a n t s   i n  

t h e   game  to  be  moved  f rom  s t a t i o n   to  s t a t i o n   a l o n g  

p a t h s   s e l e c t e d   by  t h e   p a r t i c i p a n t   to  r e a c h   t h e   g o a l ,  

means   r e p r e s e n t i n g   a  p l u r a l i t y   of  g a t e s  

d i s t r i b u t a b l e   to   p a r t i c i p a n t s   and  wh ich   may  b e  

s e l e c t i v e l y   p l a c e d   a t   t h e   o p e n i n g s   in  t h e   b a r r i e r s  

p r e v e n t i n g   a  p a r t i c i p a n t   f rom  a d v a n c i n g   a l o n g   a  p a t h  

t h r o u g h   t h e   o p e n i n g ,  

m e a n s   d e f i n i n g   a  p l u r a l i t y   of  k e y s   d i s t r i b u t a b l e  

to  t h e   p a r t i c i p a n t s   and  w h i c h   may  be  e x p e n d e d   t o  

o p e n   any  g a t e   o b s t r u c t i n g   t h e   p a t h   p u r s u e d   by  t h e  

p a r t i c i p a n t   t o w a r d   t h e  



g o a l ,  

and   means   d e l i n e a t i n g   c e r t a i n   s t a t i o n s   a s  

s p e c i a l   o b s t a c l e s   r e q u i r i n g   a  p a r t i c i p a n t   to  r e t u r n  

to  t h e   o u t e r m o s t   b a r r i e r   u n l e s s   a  c o n d i t i o n   f o r  

p a s s a g e   t h r o u g h   t h a t   b a r r i e r   i s   m e t .  

9.  A  s t r a t e g i c   b o a r d   game  as  d e f i n e d   in  c l a i m   8 

f u r t h e r   c h a r a c t e r i z e d   b y  

more   t h a n   one  p a t h   l e a v i n g   e a c h   o p e n i n g   in  t h e  

d i f f e r e n t   b a r r i e r s   p r o v i d i n g   d i f f e r e n t   p a t h s   f r o m  

e a c h   o p e n i n g   to   o t h e r   o p e n i n g s   in  a d j a c e n t   b a r r i e r s .  

10 .   A  s t r a t e g i c   b o a r d   game  as  d e f i n e d   in  c l a i m  

9  f u r t h e r   c h a r a c t e r i z e d   b y  

c a r d s   a d a p t e d   to   be  d r awn   one  a t   a  t i m e   by  e a c h  

p a r t i c i p a n t   in   t u r n   f o r   d e t e r m i n i n g   w h e t h e r   e a c h  

p a r t i c i p a n t   may  move  i t s   p l a y i n g   p i e c e   f rom  o n e  

s t a t i o n   to   a n o t h e r   a l o n g   a  p a t h   s e l e c t e d   by  t h e  

p a r t i c i p a n t .  

l l .   A  s t r a t e g i c   b o a r d   game  as  d e f i n e d   in  c l a i m  

10  f u r t h e r   c h a r a c t e r i z e d   b y  



s a i d   c a r d s   c o n t a i n i n g   q u e s t i o n s   w h i c h   m u s t   b e  

a n s w e r e d   c o r r e c t l y   to  e n a b l e   a  p a r t i c i p a n t   to   m o v e  

h i s   p l a y i n g   p i e c e   to  a n o t h e r   s t a t i o n .  

12 .   A  s t r a t e g i c   b o a r d   game  as  d e f i n e d   in  c l a i m  

8  f u r t h e r   c h a r a c t e r i z e d   b y  

e a c h   o f   s a i d   s t a t i o n s   b e i n g   c o l o r   c o d e d .  
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