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©  Venetian  blind. 
©  A  Venetian  blind  comprising  a  headrail  (10),  a  lift  and  tilt 
mechanism  (12),  a  non-tilting  bottom  rail  (16),  a  plurality  of 
parallel  tiltable  slats  (18)  mounted  on  ladder  means  (14) 
extending  between  said  tilt  mechanism  (12)  and  said  bottom 
rail  (16),  lift  means  (22)  being  connected  to  the  lift  mechan- 
ism  (12)  by  connecting  element  (20)  mounted  on  said  bottom 
rail  (16)  and  connected  to  the  lift  means  (22).  The  connecting 
element  (20)  includes  a  body  portion  (38)  mounted  on  said 
bottom  rail  (16),  a  winding  pin  (48)  rotatable  on  said  body 
portion  (38)  and  upon  which  said  flexible  lift  means  (22)  can 
be  wound,  a  latching  mechanism  (44  to  57)  associated  with 
said  winding  pin  (48)  to  restrain  in  the  plurality  of  rotational 
discrete  winding  positions  and  means  (60)  enabling  the 
latching  mechanism  (44  to  57)  to  be  temporarily  deactivated 
to  allow  the  winding  pin  (48)  to  be  directly  and  individually 
rotated  from  the  exterior  of  the  bottom  rail  (16).  The  bottom 
rail  (16)  has  a  continuous  uninterrupted  cross-section  form- 
ing  a  continuous  longitudinal  space  (31)  into  which  the  body 
portion  (38)  of  the  connecting  means  (20)  can  be  inserted  and 
retained  at  any  location  along  the  length  of  the  bottom  rail 
(16). 
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The  p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n   r e l a t e s   to   a  v e n e t i a n   b l i n d .  

One  p a r t i c u l a r   t y p e   of  v e n e t i a n   b l i n d   i n c l u d e s   a  l i f t  

m e c h a n i s m   and  a  t i l t   m e c h a n i s m ,   a  n o n - t i l t i n g   b o t t o m   r a i l ,  

s l a t   s u p p o r t i n g   means   e x t e n d i n g   b e t w e e n   t h e   t i l t   m e c h a n i s m  

and  t h e   b o t t o m   r a i l ,   a  p l u r a l i t y   of  p a r a l l e l   t i l t a b l e   s l a t s  

m o u n t e d   on  t h e   s u p p o r t i n g   m e a n s ,   f l e x i b l e   l i f t   m e a n s ,   s u c h  

as  a  l i f t ,   t a p e   or  c o r d ,   c o n n e c t e d   to   s a i d   l i f t   m e c h a n i s m  

and  a  c o n n e c t i n g   e l e m e n t   m o u n t e d   on  s a i d   b o t t o m   r a i l   a n d  

c o n n e c t e d   to  t he   l i f t   m e a n s .  

The  c o n n e c t i n g   e l e m e n t   is  c o n v e n t i o n a l l y   in  t h e   f o r m  

of  a  c l i p   w h i c h   is  i n s e r t e d   i n t o   a  s p e c i a l l y   p u n c h e d   o p e n i n g  
in  t he   b o t t o m   r a i l   a t   t he   c o r r e c t   l o c a t i o n .   H a v i n g   p a s s e d  

t h e   f l e x i b l e   l i f t   t a p e   or  c o r d   i n t o   t h i s   c o n n e c t i n g   m e a n s ,  

one  t h e n   has   to   a d j u s t   t he   l i f t   t a p e   or  c o r d   of  e a c h   of  t h e  

l i f t   m e a n s ,   so  t h a t   t h e   b o t t o m   r a i l   i s   a t   t h e   c o r r e c t   h e i g h t  

and  a l s o   e x t e n d s   h o r i z o n t a l l y .   A l s o   one  has   to  p r o v i d e   t h e  

o p e n i n g s   in  t h e   b o t t o m   r a i l   a t   t he   p a r t i c u l a r   d e s i r e d  

p o s i t i o n s   and  t h i s   can  o f t e n   be  i n c o n v e n i e n t .  

I t   is   now  p r o p o s e d ,   a c c o r d i n g   to  one  a s p e c t   of  t h e  

p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n ,   f o r   t he   b o t t o m   r a i l   to   be  of  a  c o n s t a n t  

c o n t i n u o u s ,   u n i n t e r r u p t e d   c r o s s - s e c t i o n   a l o n g   i t s   f u l l  

l e n g t h ,   f o r   t h e   c r o s s - s e c t i o n   to  p r o v i d e   a  l o n g i t u d i n a l l y  

c o n t i n u o u s   s p a c e   and  a  body  p o r t i o n   of  t h e   c o n n e c t i n g   m e a n s  

to  be  p r o v i d e d   w i t h   a t   l e a s t   a  p a r t   c o o p e r a t i n g l y   e n g a g e d   i n  

s a i d   s p a c e   to   e n a b l e   t h e   body  p o r t i o n   to  be  s e c u r e d   to  t h e  

b o t t o m   r a i l   a t   any  l o c a t i o n   a l o n g   t h e   l e n g t h   of  t h e   b o t t o m  

r a i l .  

One  can   t h e r e f o r e   use  t he   c o n s t a n t   c r o s s - s e c t i o n  

b o t t o m   r a i l   w h i c h   a d v a n t a g e o u s l y   is  an  e x t r u s i o n ,   by  i t s e l f  

to  r e t a i n   t h e   body  p o r t i o n   of  t he   c o n n e c t i n g   m e a n s .   T h e  

e l e m e n t   can  s i m p l y   be  s l i d   in  f rom  one  end  of  t h e   b o t t o m  

r a i l   bu t   is  p r e f e r a b l y   p u s h e d   in  to  t h e   s p a c e   a t   t h e   d e s i r e d  

l o c a t i o n   and  t h e   s i z e s ,   s h a p e s   and  g e n e r a l   r e s i l i e n c e   of  t h e  

body   p o r t i o n   a n d / o r   t he   b o t t o m   r a i l   can   be  a r r a n g e d  

a d e q u a t e l y   to   r e t a i n   t h e   c o n n e c t i n g   e l e m e n t   a t   t h a t  



l o n g i t u d i n a l   p o s i t i o n ,   by  p r o v i d i n g   an  s u i t a b l e   f r i c t i o n a l  -  

c l a m p i n g   f o r c e .  

In  one  p r e f e r r e d   c o n s t r u c t i o n ,   t h e   b o t t o m   r a i l   c r o s s -  

s e c t i o n   i n c l u d e s   a  ma in   u p p e r   s u r f a c e ,   an  o v e r h a n g i n g   p a r t  

c a n t i l e v e r e d   f r o m   t h e   b o t t o m   r a i l   to  o v e r l i e   and  be  s p a c e d  

a b o v e   some  of   t h e   ma in   u p p e r   s u r f a c e ,   a  d o w n w a r d l y   e x t e n d i n g  

r im   a t   t h e   f r e e   end  of  t h e   o v e r l y i n g   p a r t ,   t h e r e b y   to  f o r m  

s a i d   s p a c e ,   t h e   b o d y   p o r t i o n   i n c l u d i n g   a  c r e s t   e n g a g e a b l e   b y  

s a i d   r im  to   h o l d   s a i d   body   p o r t i o n   w i t h   p a r t   t h e r e o f   in  s a i d  

s p a c e .  

A d v a n t a g e o u s l y ,   t h e   c o n n e c t i n g   e l e m e n t   and  t h e   b o t t o m  

r a i l   c o o p e r a t e   to   e n a b l e   s a i d   c o n n e c t i n g   e l e m e n t   to   be  s n a p  
f i t t e d   i n t o   s a i d   s p a c e   in  t h e   b o t t o m   r a i l .   P r e f e r a b l y   t h e  

b o d y   p o r t i o n   has   a  p a r t   w h i c h ,   in  t h e   m o u n t e d   p o s i t i o n ,  

p r o j e c t s   b e y o n d   t h e   o v e r h a n g i n g   p a r t ,   and  t h i s   p r o j e c t i n g  

p a r t   i n c l u d e s   a  g u i d e   f o r   g u i d i n g   or  h o l d i n g   t h e   l o w e r   p a r t  
o f   t h e   s l a t   s u p p o r t i n g   m e a n s .  

A c c o r d i n g   to   a  f u r t h e r   a s p e c t   of  t h e   p r e s e n t  

i n v e n t i o n ,   t h e   c o n n e c t i n g   e l e m e n t   i n c l u d e s   a  body   p o r t i o n  

m o u n t e d   in   s a i d   b o t t o m   r a i l ,   a  w i n d i n g   p i n   r o t a t a b l e   on  s a i d  

b o d y   p o r t i o n   upon  w h i c h   s a i d   f l e x i b l e   l i f t i n g   means   can  b e  

w o u n d ,   a  l a t c h i n g   m e c h a n i s m   a s s o c i a t e d   w i t h   s a i d   w i n d i n g   p i n  

to   r e s t r a i n   i t   in  a  p l u r a l i t y   of   r o t a t i o n a l l y   d i s c r e t e  

w i n d i n g   p o s i t i o n s   and  m e a n s   e n a b l i n g   t h e   l a t c h i n g   m e c h a n i s m  

to   be  d e a c t i v a t e d ,   t e m p o r a r i l y   to   a l l o w   t h e   w i n d i n g   p i n   t o  

be  d i r e c t l y   and  i n d i v i d u a l l y   r o t a t e d   f r o m   t h e   e x t e r i o r   o f  

t h e   b o t t o m   r a i l   and  s u b s e q u e n t l y   to   be  l o c k e d   a g a i n s t  
r o t a t i o n .  

W i t h   s u c h   a  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,   i t   i s   r e l a t i v e l y   s i m p l e ,  

a f t e r   t h e   c o n n e c t i n g   e l e m e n t   has   been   p o s i t i o n e d   on  t h e  

b o t t o m   r a i l ,   f o r   t h e   w i n d i n g   p i n   to  be  d i r e c t l y   a n d  

i n d i v i d u a l l y   r o t a t e d   t h e r e b y   e n a b l i n g   an  e a s y   a d j u s t m e n t   o f  

t h e   h e i g h t   of   t he   b o t t o m   r a i l   w h i l e   m a i n t a i n i n g   i t  

h o r i z o n t a l .  

The  r o t a t i o n   of  t h e   w i n d i n g   p i n   can   be  g r e a t l y  

f a c i l i t a t e d   i f   t h e   a x i s   of   r o t a t i o n   of  t h e   w i n d i n g   p i n   is  a t  

an  a n g l e   to   t h e   l o n g i t u d i n a l   a x i s   of  t h e   b o t t o m   r a i l ,  



t h e r e b y   e n a b l i n g   one  more  r e a d i l y   to  a p p l y   a  t o o l ,   such   as  a  

s c r e w d r i v e r ,   to  t h e   w i n d i n g   p i n ,   to  t e m p o r a r i l y   d e a c t i v a t e  

t h e   l a t c h i n g   m e c h a n i s m   and  a l l o w   r o t a t i o n   of  t h e   w i n d i n g  

p i n .  

The  a c t u a l   l a t c h i n g   m e c h a n i s m   may  t a k e   many  f o r m s .   I n  

one  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,   t h e   body  p o r t i o n   i n c l u d e s   a  b o r e   in  w h i c h  

a  p o r t i o n ,   f o r   e x a m p l e   a  head   p o r t i o n ,   of  t h e   w i n d i n g   p i n   i s  

r o t a t a b l e ,   a  p l u r a l i t y   of  c i r c u m f e r e n t i a l l y   s p a c e d   a x i a l l y  

e x t e n d i n g   r a d i a l l y   i n w a r d l y   p r o j e c t i n g   r i b s   b e i n g   f o r m e d   o n  
s a i d   b o r e   and  t h e   p o r t i o n   of  t h e   w i n d i n g   p i n   in  t h e   b o r e   m a y  
i n c l u d e   a  p l u r a l i t y   of  c i r c u m f e r e n t i a l l y   s p a c e d   a x i a l l y  

e x t e n d i n g   d e t e n t s   e n g a g e a b l e   in  t he   s p a c e s   b e t w e e n   t he   r i b s .  

The  body  p o r t i o n   a d v a n t a g e o u s l y   a l s o   i n c l u d e s   a  g u i d e  

f o r   g u i d i n g   t h e   l o w e r   p a r t   of   t h e   l a d d e r   m e a n s   of  a  b l i n d .  

In  o r d e r   t h a t   t he   i n v e n t i o n   may  more   r e a d i l y   b e  

u n d e r s t o o d ,   t he   f o l l o w i n g   d e s c r i p t i o n   i s   g i v e n ,   m e r e l y   b y  

way  of  e x a m p l e ,   r e f e r e n c e   b e i n g   made  to  t h e   a c c o m p a n y i n g  

d r a w i n g s ,   in  w h i c h : -  

F i g u r e   1  i s   a  s c h e m a t i c   p e r s p e c t i v e   v i ew   of  one  end  o f  

one  e m b o d i m e n t   of  v e n e t i a n   b l i n d   a c c o r d i n g   to   t h e   i n v e n t i o n ;  

F i g u r e   2  is   an  e n l a r g e d   p e r s p e c t i v e   v i ew   of  a  p o r t i o n  

i n c l u d e d   in  t h e   c i r c l e   A  of  F i g u r e   1;  a n d  

F i g u r e   3  is   an  e n l a r g e d   end  e l e v a t i o n   of  t he   b o t t o m  

r a i l   of  F i g u r e   1  w i t h   t he   end  cap  r e m o v e d   and  t h e   c o n n e c t i n g  

e l e m e n t   in  p l a c e .  

R e f e r r i n g   f i r s t   to  F i g u r e   1,  t h e   v e n e t i a n   b l i n d  

i l l u s t r a t e d   t h e r e i n   c o m p r i s e s   a  c o n v e n t i o n a l   c h a n n e l   s e c t i o n  

h e a d r a i l   10  i n c l u d i n g   a  l i f t   m e c h a n i s m   and  a  t i l t   m e c h a n i s m  

i n d i c a t e d   as  one  i t e m   12  in  t h e   d r a w i n g s ,   a l t h o u g h   i t   c o u l d  

be  p r o v i d e d   s e p a r a t e l y .   The  t i l t   m e c h a n i s m   s u p p o r t s  
c o n v e n t i o n a l   s l a t   s u p p o r t i n g   means   14  upon  w h i c h   a r e   m o u n t e d  

a  s t a c k   of  s l a t s   18,  o n l y   t h r e e   of  w h i c h   h a v e   b e e n   shown  f o r  

s i m p l i c i t y .  

The  b o t t o m   r a i l   16  is  p r o v i d e d   w i t h   two  or  more  ( o n l y  

one  shown)   c o n n e c t i n g   e l e m e n t s   20  to  w h i c h   i s   s e c u r e d   a  



f l e x i b l e   l i f t   m e a n s   in  t h e   form  of  t a p e   22.  The  b o t t o m   r a i l  

i t s e l f   i s   in   t h e   fo rm  of  a  c o n s t a n t ,   c o n t i n u o u s ,  

u n i n t e r r u p t e d   c r o s s - s e c t i o n   e x t r u s i o n   24  h a v i n g   a  m a i n  

g e n e r a l l y   f l a t   u p p e r   s u r f a c e   26.  An  o v e r - h a n g i n g   p a r t   28  i s  

c a n t i l e v e r e d   o u t   f r o m   t h e   b o t t o m   r a i l   and  i s   p r o v i d e d   a t   i t s  

f r e e   end  w i t h   a  l o n g i t u d i n a l   r im   30 ,   t h e r e b y   to   d e f i n e  

t h e r e u n d e r   a  g r o o v e   f o r m i n g   a  l o n g i t u d i n a l l y   c o n t i n u o u s  

s p a c e   3 1 .  

The  c o n n e c t i n g   e l e m e n t   20  i n c l u d e s   a  body   p o r t i o n   5 8 ,  

( F i g u r e   2)  h a v i n g   an  u p p e r   s u r f a c e   40  p r o v i d e d   a d j a c e n t   e a c h  

e n d ,   w i t h   a  r a m p - l i k e   c r e s t   42.  By  t h i s   m e a n s   t h e   b o d y  

p o r t i o n   c a n   be  p u s h e d   u n d e r   t h e   o v e r h a n g i n g   p a r t   28  i n t o   t h e  

g r o o v e   or  s p a c e   31  and  t h e   c r e s t s   42  can   e n g a g e   u n d e r   t h e  

r i m  3 0 .   The  r e s i l i e n c e   of  t h e   body   p o r t i o n   38  a n d / o r   of  t h e  

o v e r h a n g i n g   p o r t i o n   28  and  t h e   s h a p e   and  s i z e   of  t h e s e   p a r t s  

a r e   c h o s e n   to   p r o v i d e   a  s u f f i c i e n t   c l a m p i n g   f o r c e ,  

f r i c t i o n a l l y   to   h o l d   t h e   c o n n e c t i n g   e l e m e n t   in  p l a c e .   I t  

w i l l   be  c a p a b l e   of  some  l o n g i t u d i n a l   m o v e m e n t   a l t h o u g h   t h i s  

w i l l   be  q u i t e   d i f f i c u l t   i f   t h e   t o l e r a n c e s   a r e   c h o s e n  

p r o p e r l y .  

F o r m e d   in   t h e   body  p o r t i o n   38  is  a  b o r e   44  p r o v i d e d  

w i t h   f i x e d   c i r c u m f e r e n t i a l l y   s p a c e d ,   a x i a l l y   e x t e n d i n g ,  

r a d i a l l y   i n w a r d l y   p r o j e c t i n g   r i b s   46.  A  w i n d i n g   p i n   48  c a n  
be  e n g a g e d   in   a  b e a r i n g   r e c e s s   50 ,   a  h e a d   p o r t i o n   52  of   t h e  

w i n d i n g   p i n   h a v i n g   s i x   c i r c u m f e r e n t i a l l y   s p a c e d   a x i a l l y  

e x t e n d i n g   d e t e n t s   54  p o s i t i o n e d   to   e n g a g e   in   t h e   s p a c e s  
b e t w e e n   t h e   r i b s   4 6 .  

The  w i n d i n g   p i n   48  i s   p r o v i d e d   w i t h   a  l o n g i t u d i n a l  

s l i t   56  t h r o u g h   w h i c h   t h e   l i f t   t a p e   22  c an   be  p a s s e d   and  t h e  

l i f t   t a p e   c an   t h e n   be  wound ,   as  s h o w n ,   o n t o   t h e   w i n d i n g   p i n .  

A  r e s i l i e n t   t o n g u e   57  on  t h e   body   p o r t i o n   38  a b u t s   t h e   e n d  

of   t h e   w i n d i n g   p i n   48  r e m o t e   f r o m   t h e   h e a d   52  and  f o r c e s   t h e  

h e a d   i n t o   t h e   b o r e   44  so  t h a t   t h e   d e t e n t s   54  a r e   e n g a g e d   i n  

t h e   s p a c e s   b e t w e e n   t h e   r i b s   46.  The  d e t e n t s   and  r i b s   t h u s  

a c t   as  a  l a t c h i n g   m e c h a n i s m   to  p r e v e n t   t h e   w i n d i n g   p i n   4 8  

f r o m   r o t a t i n g .   The  l i f t   means   22  i s   p a s s e d   down  t h r o u g h   a n  



o p e n i n g   58  in  t h e   body  38  b e f o r e   b e i n g   wound  o n t o   t h e   p i n  

48.   The  t e n s i o n   in  t he   l i f t   means   t e n d s   to   p u l l   t h e  

w i n d i n g   p i n   i n t o   t h e   b e a r i n g   r e c e s s   away  f rom  t he   u p p e r   o p e n  

f a c e   t h e r e o f .   The  head   of  t he   w i n d i n g   p i n   i s   p r o v i d e d   w i t h  

a  s c r e w d r i v e r   s l o t   60  w h i c h   can  be  e n g a g e d   by  a  s c r e w d r i v e r  

61  so  t h a t   t h e   p i n   can  be  r o t a t e d   to  l o o s e n   or  t i g h t e n   t h e  

l i f t   means   22.  T h i s   i s   made  p o s s i b l e   by  p u s h i n g   a x i a l l y  

w i t h   t h e   s c r e w d r i v e r   to  f l e x   back  t h e   t o n g u e   57  and  t h e r e b y  

d e a c t i v a t e   t h e   l a t c h i n g   m e c h a n i s m ,   i . e .   by  d i s e n g a g i n g   t h e  

d e t e n t s   54  f rom  t he   r i b s   4 6 .  

I t   w i l l   be  s e e n   t h a t   t he   body  p o r t i o n   38  a l s o   i n c l u d e s  

a  g u i d e   s u r f a c e   62  t h r o u g h   w h i c h   t h e   l o w e r   p a r t   of  t h e  

l a d d e r   means   14  can  p a s s .  



1.  A  v e n e t i a n   b l i n d   c o m p r i s i n g   l i f t   m e c h a n i s m ,   a  t i l t  

m e c h a n i s m   ( 1 2 ) ,   a  n o n - t i l t i n g   b o t t o m   r a i l   ( 1 6 ) ,   s l a t  

s u p p o r t i n g   m e a n s   (14)   e x t e n d i n g   b e t w e e n   s a i d   m e c h a n i s m   ( 1 2 )  

and  s a i d   b o t t o m   r a i l   ( 1 6 ) ,   a  p l u r a l i t y   of  p a r a l l e l   t i l t a b l e  

s l a t s   ( 1 8 ) ,   s u p p o r t e d   by  s a i d   s u p p o r t i n g   m e a n s ,   f l e x i b l e  

l i f t   m e a n s   (22)  c o n n e c t e d   to   s a i d   l i f t   m e c h a n i s m   (12)  and  a  

c o n n e c t i n g   e l e m e n t   (20)  m o u n t e d   on  s a i d   b o t t o m   r a i l   (16)  a n d  

c o n n e c t e d   to   s a i d   l i f t   m e a n s ,   c h a r a c t e r i s e d   in  t h a t   t h e  

b o t t o m   r a i l   (16)  i s   of  a  c o n s t a n t ,   c o n t i n u o u s ,   u n i n t e r r u p t e d  

c r o s s - s e c t i o n   a l o n g   i t s   f u l l   l e n g t h ,   in  t h a t   t h e   c r o s s -  

s e c t i o n   p r o v i d e s   a  l o n g i t u d i n a l l y   c o n t i n u o u s   s p a c e   (31)  a n d  

a  b o d y   p o r t i o n   (38)  of   t h e   c o n n e c t i n g   means   (20)  i s   p r o v i d e d  

w i t h   a t   l e a s t   a  p a r t   (42)  c o o p e r a t i n g l y   e n g a g e d   in  s a i d  

s p a c e   to   e n a b l e   t h e   b o d y   p o r t i o n   (38)  to   be  h e l d   on  t h e  

b o t t o m   r a i l   a t   any  l o c a t i o n   a l o n g   t h e   l e n g t h   of  t h e   b o t t o m  

r a i l .  

2.  A  v e n e t i a n   b l i n d   a c c o r d i n g   to  c l a i m   1 ,  

c h a r a c t e r i s e d   in  t h a t   t h e   s i z e s ,   s h a p e s   and  m a t e r i a l s   of  t h e  

c o n n e c t i n g   e l e m e n t   and  t h e   c r o s s - s e c t i o n   of  t h e   b o t t o m   r a i l  

a r e   c h o s e n   so  t h a t   t h e i r   i n t e r e n g a g e m e n t   c a u s e s   r e s i l i e n t  

d e f o r m a t i o n   of   s a i d   c o n n e c t i n g   e l e m e n t   a n d / o r   of   s a i d   c r o s s -  

s e c t i o n ,   to  an  e x t e n t   to   c r e a t e   a  c l a m p i n g   f o r c e  

f r i c t i o n a l l y   h o l d i n g   s a i d   c o n n e c t i n g   means   in   p o s i t i o n  

l e n g t h w i s e   of   s a i d   b o t t o m   r a i l .  

3.  A  v e n e t i a n   b l i n d   a c c o r d i n g   to  c l a i m   1  or  2 ,  

c h a r a c t e r i s e d   in  t h a t   t h e   c r o s s - s e c t i o n   (24)  of   t h e   b o t t o m  

r a i l   (16)  i n c l u d e s   a  m a i n   u p p e r   s u r f a c e   ( 2 6 ) ,   an  o v e r h a n g i n g  

p a r t   (28)  c a n t i l e v e r e d   f r o m   s a i d   b o t t o m   r a i l   to   o v e r l i e   a n d  

be  s p a c e d   a b o v e   some  of  s a i d   ma in   u p p e r   s u r f a c e   (26)  and  a  

d o w n w a r d l y   e x t e n d i n g   r i m   (30)  a t   t h e   f r e e   end  of   t he   o v e r -  

h a n g i n g   p a r t ,   t h e r e b y   to  f o rm  s a i d   s p a c e   (31)  and  in  t h a t  

s a i d   body   p o r t i o n   (38)  i n c l u d e s   a  c r e s t   (42)  e n g a g e a b l e  



b e h i n d   s a i d   r i b   to  h o l d   s a i d   body  p o r t i o n   w i t h   p a r t   t h e r e o f  

in  s a i d   s p a c e   ( 3 1 ) .  

4.  A  v e n e t i a n   b l i n d   a c c o r d i n g   to  c l a i m   3 ,  

c h a r a c t e r i s e d   in  t h a t   t h e   c o n n e c t i n g   e l e m e n t   and  t h e   b o t t o m  

r a i l   c o o p e r a t e   to  e n a b l e   s a i d   c o n n e c t i n g   e l e m e n t   to  be  s n a p  

f i t t e d   i n t o   s a i d   s p a c e   in  t h e   b o t t o m   r a i l .  

5.  A  v e n e t i a n   b l i n d   a c c o r d i n g   to  c l a i m   3  or  4 ,  

c h a r a c t e r i s e d   in  t h a t   t h e   body  p o r t i o n   (38)  has   a  p a r t  

w h i c h ,   in  t h e   m o u n t e d   p o s i t i o n ,   p r o j e c t s   b e y o n d   t h e  

o v e r h a n g i n g  p a r t   ( 2 8 ) ,   and  in  t h a t  t h i s   p r o j e c t i n g   p a r t  
i n c l u d e s   a  g u i d e   (62)  f o r   g u i d i n g   or  h o l d i n g   t h e   l o w e r   p a r t  

of  t he   s l a t   s u p p o r t i n g   means   ( 1 4 ) .  

6.  A  v e n e t i a n   b l i n d   a c c o r d i n g   to  any  p r e c e d i n g   c l a i m ,  

c h a r a c t e r i s e d   in  t h a t   s a i d   c o n n e c t i n g   e l e m e n t   (20)  i n c l u d e s  

a  body  p o r t i o n   (38)  m o u n t e d   on  s a i d   b o t t o m   r a i l   ( 1 6 ) ,   a  

w i n d i n g   p i n   (48)  r o t a t a b l e   in  s a i d   body  p o r t i o n   and  u p o n  
w h i c h   s a i d   f l e x i b l e   l i f t   means   (22)  can  be  w o u n d ,   a  l a t c h i n g  

m e c h a n i s m   (44  to  57)  a s s o c i a t e d   w i t h   s a i d   w i n d i n g   p i n   ( 4 8 )  

to  r e s t r a i n   i t   in  a  p l u r a l i t y   of  r o t a t i o n a l l y   d i s c r e t e  

w i n d i n g   p o s i t i o n s ,   means   (60)  e n a b l i n g   t h e   l a t c h i n g  

m e c h a n i s m   to  be  d e - a c t i v a t e d   t e m p o r a r i l y   to  a l l o w   t h e  

w i n d i n g   p i n   to   be  d i r e c t l y   and  i n d i v i d u a l l y   r o t a t e d   f rom  t h e  

e x t e r i o r   of  t h e   b o t t o m   r a i l   ( 1 6 ) ,   and  s u b s e q u e n t l y   to  b e  

l o c k e d   a g a i n s t   r o t a t i o n ,   and  in  t h a t   t h e   a x i s   of  r o t a t i o n   o f  

t h e   w i n d i n g   p i n   (48)  in   i t s e l f   or  in  i t s   p r o j e c t i o n   in  t h e  

h o r i z o n t a l   p l a n e   t h r o u g h   t he   l o n g i t u d i n a l   a x i s   of  t h e   b o t t o m  

r a i l   (16)  is   a t   an  a n g l e   to  t he   l o n g i t u d i n a l   a x i s   of  t h e  

b o t t o m   r a i l   ( 1 6 ) ,   to  f a c i l i t a t e   t e m p o r a r y   d e a c t i v a t i o n   o f  

s a i d   l a t c h i n g   m e c h a n i s m   and  a l l o w   r o t a t i o n   of  t h e   w i n d i n g  

p i n   ( 4 8 ) .  

7.  A  v e n e t i a n   b l i n d   c o m p r i s i n g   a  l i f t   m e c h a n i s m ,   a  

t i l t   m e c h a n i s m   ( 1 2 ) ,   a  n o n - t i l t i n g   b o t t o m   r a i l   ( 1 6 ) ,   s l a t  



s u p p o r t i n g   m e a n s   (14)  e x t e n d i n g   b e t w e e n   s a i d   t i l t   m e c h a n i s m  

(12)  and  s a i d   b o t t o m   r a i l   ( 1 6 ) ,   a  p l u r a l i t y   of  p a r a l l e l  

t i l t a b l e   s l a t s   ( 1 8 ) ,   m o u n t e d   on  s a i d   s u p p o r t i n g   m e a n s ,  

f l e x i b l e   l i f t   m e a n s   (22)  c o n n e c t e d   t o  s a i d   l i f t   m e c h a n i s m  

(12)  and  a  c o n n e c t i n g   e l e m e n t   (20)  m o u n t e d   on  s a i d   b o t t o m  

r a i l   (16)  and  c o n n e c t e d   to   s a i d   l i f t   m e a n s ,   c h a r a c t e r i s e d   i n  

t h a t   s a i d   c o n n e c t i n g   e l e m e n t   (20)  i n c l u d e s   a  body   p o r t i o n  

(38)  m o u n t e d   on  s a i d   b o t t o m   r a i l   ( 1 6 ) ,   a  w i n d i n g   p i n   ( 4 8 )  

r o t a t a b l e   in   s a i d   body   p o r t i o n   and  upon   w h i c h   s a i d   f l e x i b l e  

l i f t   m e a n s   (22)  can   be  wound ,   a  l a t c h i n g   m e c h a n i s m   (44  t o  

57)  a s s o c i a t e d   w i t h   s a i d   w i n d i n g   p i n   (48)  to  r e s t r a i n   i t   i n  

a  p l u r a l i t y   o f   r o t a t i o n a l l y   d i s c r e t e   w i n d i n g   p o s i t i o n s   a n d  

m e a n s   (60)  e n a b l i n g   t h e   l a t c h i n g   m e c h a n i s m   to  b e  

d e - a c t i v a t e d   t e m p o r a r i l y   to  a l l o w   t h e   w i n d i n g   p i n   to  b e  

d i r e c t l y   and   i n d i v i d u a l l y   r o t a t e d   f r o m   t h e   e x t e r i o r   of  t h e  

b o t t o m   r a i l   (16)  and  s u b s e q u e n t l y   to   be  l o c k e d   a g a i n s t  

r o t a t i o n .  

8.  A  v e n e t i a n   b l i n d   a c c o r d i n g   to   c l a i m   7 ,  

c h a r a c t e r i s e d   in  t h a t   t h e   a x i s   of   r o t a t i o n   of   t h e   w i n d i n g  

p i n   (48)   in  i t s e l f   or  in  i t s   p r o j e c t i o n   in  t h e   h o r i z o n t a l  

p l a n e   t h r o u g h   t h e   l o n g i t u d i n a l   a x i s   of   t h e   b o t t o m   r a i l   ( 1 6 )  

i s   a t   an  a n g l e   to  t h e   l o n g i t u d i n a l   a x i s   of  t h e   b o t t o m   r a i l  

( 1 6 ) ,   to   f a c i l i t a t e   t e m p o r a r y   d e a c t i v a t i o n   of  s a i d   l a t c h i n g  

m e c h a n i s m   and   a l l o w   r o t a t i o n   of  t h e   w i n d i n g   p i n   ( 4 8 ) .  

9.  A  v e n e t i a n   b l i n d   a c c o r d i n g   to   c l a i m   6  or  7 ,  

c h a r a c t e r i s e d   in  t h a t   t h e   c o n n e c t i n g   e l e m e n t   body  p o r t i o n  

(38)  i n c l u d e s   a  b o r e   (44)  in  a l i g n m e n t   w i t h   s a i d   w i n d i n g   p i n  

and  in  w h i c h   an  end  p o r t i o n   (52)  of  s a i d   w i n d i n g   p i n   (48)  i s  

r e c e i v e d ,   in   t h a t   a  p l u r a l i t y   of   c i r c u m f e r e n t i a l l y   s p a c e d ,  

a x i a l l y   e x t e n d i n g ,   r a d i a l l y   i n w a r d l y   p r o j e c t i n g   r i b s   ( 4 6 )  

a r e   f o r m e d   on  s a i d   b o r e ,   and  in  t h a t   an  end  p o r t i o n   (52)  o f  

s a i d   w i n d i n g   p i n   (48)  i n c l u d e s   a  p l u r a l i t y   o f  

c i r c u m f e r e n t i a l l y   s p a c e d   a x i a l l y   e x t e n d i n g   d e t e n t s   ( 5 4 ) ,  

t h a t   can   e n t e r   t h e   s p a c e s   b e t w e e n   s a i d   r i b s   ( 4 6 ) ,   to  f o r m  



t h e r e w i t h   a  l a t c h i n g   m e c h a n i s m ,   in  t h a t   s a i d   d e t e n t s   a n d  

r i b s   a r e   h e l d   in  e n g a g e m e n t   by  r e s i l i e n t   means   ( 5 7 ) ,   e . g .   a  

r e s i l i e n t   t o n g u e   on  t h e   body  p o r t i o n   of  t h e   c o n n e c t i n g  

e l e m e n t   a c t i n g   on  t h e   o t h e r   end  of  t h e   w i n d i n g   p i n   ( 4 8 ) ,   t h e  

d e t e n t s   and  r i b s   b e i n g   t e m p o r a r i l y   d i s e n g a g e d   to  d e a c t i v a t e  

t h e   l a t c h i n g   m e c h a n i s m ,   by  m a n u a l l y   u r g i n g   t he   w i n d i n g   p i n  

(48)  a g a i n s t   t h e   a c t i o n   of  s a i d   r e s i l i e n t   means   (27)  t o  

e n a b l e   t h e   w i n d i n g   p i n   to  be  r o t a t e d   in  e i t h e r   r o t a t i o n a l  

s e n s e   to  wind  or  u n w i n d   t h e   l i f t   m e a n s .  

10.   A  v e n e t i a n   b l i n d   a c c o r d i n g   to  c l a i m   7,  8  or  9 ,  

c h a r a c t e r i s e d   in  t h a t   s a i d   body  p o r t i o n   (38)  is  p r o v i d e d  

w i t h   a  r e c e s s   (50)  open   to  one  s i d e ,   to  h o l d   s a i d   w i n d i n g  

p i n   (48)  and  w i t h   g u i d e   means   (58)  f o r   g u i d i n g   the   f l e x i b l e  

l i f t   m e a n s ,   and  p o s i t i o n e d   to  c a u s e   t h e   l i f t   m e a n s ,   w h e n  

l e a d   o v e r   s a i d   g u i d e   m e a n s ,   to  e x e r t   a  f o r c e   on  t h e   w i n d i n g  

p i n   (48)  d i r e c t e d   away  f r o m   t h e   open   s i d e   of  s a i d   r e c e s s  

( 5 0 ) .  
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