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©  Demountable  partitioning  system. 
©  A  demountable  partitioning  system  comprising  upper 
track  means  (1)  securable  to  a  ceiling,  connecting  members 
(2)  in  sliding  engagement  with  the  track  means  (1),  vertical 
Stud  members  (3)  the  upper  end  of  each  of  which  is  engaged 
with  a  connecting  member  (2),  panel  members  (4)  which 
extend  between  and  engage  the  stud  members  (3),  and 
means  (5)  for  adjusting  said  panel  members  for  height 
relative  to  the  stud  members  (3).  The  panel  members  (4) 
have  an  upper  position  in  which  the  connecting  members  (2) 
are  at  least  partially  concealed  thereby  and  a  lower  position 
wherein  access  can  be  had  to  the  connecting  members  (2)  to 
enable  a  connecting  member  (2)  and  its  associated  stud 
member  (3)  to  be  moved  relative  to  a  panel  member  (4)  to 
release  the  engagement  of  the  panel  member  (4)  with  the 
stud  member  (3)  for  demounting  of  the  partitioning. 
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T h i s   i n v e n t i o n   r e l a t e s   to   d e m o u n t a b l e   p a r t i t i o n i n g  

s y s t e m s .  

Known  d e m o u n t a b l e   p a r t i t i o n i n g   s y s t e m s   g e n e r a l l y  

c o m p r i s e   u p p e r   a n d ' l o w e r   t r a c k s   w h i c h   a r e   s e c u r a b l e   to   a  

c e i l i n g   and  a  f l o o r   r e s p e c t i v e l y ,   v e r t i c a l   s t u d   m e m b e r s  
w h i c h   e x t e n d   b e t w e e n   t h e   u p p e r   and  l o w e r   t r a c k s   and  w h i c h  

a r e   s e c u r e d   t h e r e t o   and  p a n e l s   o p p o s i t e   s i d e   m a r g i n s   o f  

w h i c h  a r e   r e c e i v e d   in  c h a n n e l s   in  t h e   v e r t i c a l   s t u d  

m e m b e r s .   Such  known  d e m o u n t a b l e   p a r t i t i o n i n g   s y s t e m s  
s u f f e r   f rom  t h e   d i s a d v a n t a g e s   t h a t   t h e y   can  o n l y   b e  

e r e c t e d   and  d e m o u n t e d   by  w o r k i n g   p r o g r e s s i v e l y   f rom  o n e  
end  to   t h e   o t h e r   w i t h   t h e   r e s u l t   t h a t   i f   i t   i s   d e s i r e d   t o  

d e m o u n t   a  p o r t i o n   of  t h e   p a r t i t i o n i n g   in  an  i n t e r m e d i a t e  

p o r t i o n   of  a  l o n g   run   i t   i s   n e c e s s a r y   to   d i s a s s e m b l e   a l l . ' -  

of   t h e   p a r t i t i o n i n g   f rom  one  end  u n t i l   t h e   p o r t i o n   t h a t  

i s   to  be  d e m o u n t e d   i s   r e a c h e d .   A c c o r d i n g l y   s u c h   k n o w n  

d e m o u n t a b l e   p a r t i t i o n i n g   s y s t e m s   r e q u i r e   a  l o t   of  t i m e  

and  l a b o u r   to   e r e c t   and  d e m o u n t ,   p a r t i c u l a r l y   w h e n  

d e m o u n t i n g   or  r e a r r a n g e m e n t   of  an  i n t e r m e d i a t e   p o r t i o n   o f  

a  l o n g  r u n   of  p a r t i t i o n i n g   i s   r e q u i r e d .  

The  p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n   has   as  i t s   o b j e c t   to  p r o v i d e   a  
d e m o u n t a b l e   p a r t i t i o n i n g   s y s t e m   w h i c h   o v e r c o m e s   t h e  

a f o r e s a i d   d i s a d v a n t a g e s   w i t h   known  s y s t e m s .  

The  p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n   p r o v i d e s   a  d e m o u n t a b l e  

p a r t i t i o n i n g   s y s t e m   c o m p r i s i n g   u p p e r   t r a c k   means   w h i c h  

can  be  s e c u r e d   to  a  c e i l i n g   or  l i k e   s u r f a c e ,   s p a c e d  

c o n n e c t i n g   m e m b e r s   w h i c h   makes   s l i d i n g   e n g a g e m e n t   w i t h  

t h e   t r a c k   m e a n s ,   v e r t i c a l   s t u d   m e m b e r s   t h e   u p p e r   e n d  o f  

e a c h   of  w h i c h   e n g a g e s   w i t h   a  s a i d   c o n n e c t i n g   m e m b e r ,  

p a n e l   m e m b e r s   w h i c h   e x t e n d   b e t w e e n   and  e n g a g e   t he   s t u d  

m e m b e r s ,   and  means   f o r   a d j u s t i n g   s a i d   p a n e l   m e m b e r s   f o r  

h e i g h t   r e l a t i v e   to   s a i d   s t u d   m e m b e r s ,   t h e   p a n e l   m e m b e r s  

h a v i n g   an  u p p e r   p o s i t i o n   in  w h i c h   t h e   s a i d   c o n n e c t i n g  
m e m b e r s   a r e   a t   l e a s t   p a r t i a l l y   c o n c e a l e d  



t h e r e b y   and  a  l o w e r   p o s i t i o n   w h e r e i n   a c c e s s   can  be  had  t o  

t h e   c o n n e c t i n g   m e m b e r s .  

P r e f e r a b l y   t h e   p a n e l   m e m b e r s   e n g a g e   t h e   s t u d   m e m b e r s  

w i t h   c l e a r a n c e .   T h i s   e n a b l e s   a  c o n n e c t i n g   m e m b e r   and   i t s  

a s s o c i a t e d   s t u d   m e m b e r ,   when  a  p a n e l   e n g a g e d   t h e r e w i t h   i s  

in   i t s   l o w e r   p o s i t i o n ,   to   be  s l i d   r e l a t i v e   to   t h e   p a n e l  

m e m b e r   to   r e l e a s e   t h e   e n g a g e m e n t   of  t h e   p a n e l   m e m b e r   w i t h  

t h e   s t u d   m e m b e r   f o r   d e m o u n t i n g   of   t h e   p a r t i t i o n i n g .  

The  u p p e r   t r a c k   m e a n s   and  s a i d   c o n n e c t i n g   m e m b e r s  

may  h a v e   c o o p e r a t i n g   f l a n g e s   t h e r e o n .   T h u s ,   f o r   e x a m p l e ,  

t h e   u p p e r   t r a c k   m e a n s ,   w h i c h   may  be  of   c h a n n e l   s e c t i o n  

m e t a l   s u c h   as  e x t r u d e d   a l u m i n i u m ,   may  c o m p r i s e   s p a c e d  

i n t u r n e d   f l a n g e s   and  s a i d   c o n n e c t i n g   m e a n s   may  e a c h   h a v e  

o u t w a r d l y   d i r e c t e d   f l a n g e s   t h e r e o n   w h i c h   c o o p e r a t e   w i t h  

t h e   i n t u r n e d   f l a n g e s   of   t h e   u p p e r   t r a c k   m e a n s .   T h e  

f l a n g e s   of  t h e   u p p e r   t r a c k   m e a n s   may  t u r n   i n w a r d l y   a n d  

t h e n   u p w a r d l y   t o   f o rm  u p w a r d l y   o p e n   hook   p o r t i o n s   and   t h e  

f l a n g e s   of   t h e   c o n n e c t i n g   m e a n s   may  t u r n   o u t w a r d l y   a n d  

t h e n   d o w n w a r d l y   to   fo rm  d o w n w a r d l y   open   hook  p o r t i o n s  

a d a p t e d   to   e n g a g e   w i t h   t h e   h o o k   p o r t i o n s   of  t h e   u p p e r  
t r a c k   m e a n s .   P r e f e r a b l y   t h e   c o n n e c t i n g   m e m b e r s   c o m p r i s e  

c h a n n e l - s e c t i o n   c l i p s   w h i c h   can   be  s p r u n g   i n t o   and  o u t   o f  

e n g a g e m e n t   w i t h   t h e   u p p e r - t r a c k   m e a n s   to   e n a b l e  

d e m o u n t i n g   of   t h e   p a r t i t i o n i n g   e v e n   i f   t h e r e   i s   n o  

c l e a r a n c e   b e t w e e n   t h e   p a n e l   m e m b e r s   and  t h e   o t h e r  

m e m b e r s .  

The  u p p e r   e n d s   of   t h e   v e r t i c a l   s t u d   m e m b e r s   may  m a k e  

s p i g o t - a n d - s o c k e t   e n g a g e m e n t   w i t h   t h e   c o n n e c t i n g   m e m b e r s .  

T h u s ,   t h e   s t u d   m e m b e r s   may  be  h o l l o w   s e c t i o n   m e m b e r s   a n d  

t h e   c o n n e c t i n g   m e m b e r s   may  be  r e c e i v e d   in  t h e   u p p e r   e n d s  

t h e r e o f .  

The  l o w e r   e n d s   of  t h e   s t u d   m e m b e r s   may  be  s u p p o r t e d  

on  a  f l o o r   or  l i k e   s u r f a c e .   G e n e r a l l y ,   no  s e c u r i n g   o f  

t h e   s t u d   m e m b e r s   to   t h e   f l o o r   o r   l i k e   s u r f a c e   i s  

n e c e s s a r y   s i n c e   the   w e i g h t   of  t h e   p a r t i t i o n i n g   i s  

s u f f i c i e n t   to   p r e v e n t   m o v e m e n t   of  t h e   b o t t o m   of  t h e  



p a r t i t i o n i n g .   W h e r e ,   on  a  l o n g   r u n ,   s e c u r i n g   of  t h e  

l o w e r   end  of  one  or  more   s t u d   m e m b e r s   to   a  f l o o r   or  l i k e  

.  s u r f a c e   i s   t h o u g h t   n e c e s s a r y   or  d e s i r a b l e   t h e n   s u i t a b l e  

m e a n s   may  be  p r o v i d e d   w h e r e b y   a  s t u d   or  s t u d s   can  b e  

s e c u r e d   to   t h e   f l o o r   or   l i k e   s u r f a c e .   Such  means   may  
t a k e   t h e   fo rm  of  a  s a i d   c o n n e c t i n g   member   w h i c h   can  b e  

s e c u r e d   to   a  f l o o r   or   l i k e   s u r f a c e   and  w h i c h   can   b e  

e n g a g e d   w i t h   t h e   l o w e r   end  of  a  s a i d   s t u d   member   t o  

l o c a t e   t he   l o w e r   end  of  t h e   s t u d   m e m b e r .  

The  p a r t i t i o n i n g   s y s t e m   of   t h e   p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n   may  
h a v e   s t u d   m e m b e r s   and  p a n e l s   m e m b e r s   one  of  w h i c h  

c o m p r i s e s   c h a n n e l   p o r t i o n s   a d a p t e d   to   r e l e a s a b l y   e n g a g e  
t h e   o t h e r   of  s a i d   m e m b e r s .   T h u s ,   s a i d   p a n e l   members   m a y  
e a c h   have   a  c h a n n e l   p o r t i o n   a l o n g   o p p o s e d   s i d e   m a r g i n s  

t h e r e o f   and  s a i d   s t u d   member s   may  be  r e c e i v e d   in  t h e  

o p p o s e d   c h a n n e l   p o r t i o n s   of  a d j a c e n t   p a n e l   m e m b e r s .   T o  

t h i s   end  t h e   p a n e l   m e m b e r s   may  e a c h   c o m p r i s e   s p a c e d  

p a n e l s   h a v i n g   a  f i l l e r   t h e r e b e t w e e n   and  t h e   f i l l e r   m a y  
t e r m i n a t e   s h o r t   of  o p p o s e d   s i d e   m a r g i n s   of  t h e   p a n e l s   t o  

d e f i n e   s a i d   c h a n n e l   p o r t i o n s .   S a i d   f i l l e r   may  be  o f  

c e l l u l a r   or  h o n e y c o m b   c o n s t r u c t i o n .  

S a i d   a d j u s t i n g   means   may  c o m p r i s e   a d j u s t a b l e   f e e t .  

Such   a d j u s t a b l e   f e e t   may  e a c h   c o m p r i s e   a  t h r e a d e d   n u t  

p o r t i o n   w h i c h   e n g a g e s   t h e   l o w e r   e d g e   or  m a r g i n   of  a  p a n e l  

m e m b e r ,   a  t h r e a d e d   b o l t   w h i c h   makes   s c r e w - t h r e a d e d  

e n g a g e m e n t   w i t h   t h e   nu t   p o r t i o n   and  a  f o o t   a t   t he   l o w e r  

end  of  s a i d   b o l t .   A  s k i r t i n g   may  be  p r o v i d e d   w h i c h  

e x t e n d s   a l o n g   t he   b o t t o m   of  t h e   p a r t i t i o n i n g   on  one  o r  

b o t h   s i d e s   t h e r e o f   to   c o n c e a l   s a i d   a d j u s t i n g   means   a n d  

t h e   gap  b e t w e e n   t h e   l o w e r   e d g e s   of  t h e   p a n e l   members   a n d  

t h e   f l o o r .  

P r e f e r a b l y   t h e   s t u d   members   a r e   f o r m e d   f rom  a  

s u i t a b l e   m e t a l   s u c h   as  a l u m i n i u m   or  s t e e l   and  t h e   p a n e l  

m e m b e r s  a r e   p r e f e r a b l y   p r e - f i n i s h e d   w i t h   a  s u i t a b l e  

d e c o r a t i v e   f i n i s h .  

To  e r e c t   t h e   d e m o u n t a b l e   p a r t i t i o n i n g   of  t he   p r e s e n t  



i n v e n t i o n ,   a l l   t h a t   i s   r e q u i r e d   i s   to   s e c u r e   t h e   u p p e r  
t r a c k   means   to   a  c e i l i n g   or   l i k e   s u r f a c e ,   e n g a g e   a  

c o n n e c t i n g   member   w i t h   t h e   u p p e r   t r a c k   m e a n s ,   e n g a g e   t h e  

u p p e r   end  of  a  v e r t i c a l   s t u d   m e m b e r   w i t h   t h e   c o n n e c t i n g  

m e m b e r ,   s l i d e   t h e   c o n n e c t i n g   m e m b e r   and  v e r t i c a l   s t u d  

m e m b e r   to   a  r e q u i r e d   p o s i t i o n ,   e n g a g e   a  p a n e l   member   w i t h  

t h e   v e r t i c a l   s t u d   m e m b e r ,   e n g a g e   a  f u r t h e r   c o n n e c t i n g  

m e m b e r   w i t h   t h e   u p p e r   t r a c k   m e a n s ,   e n g a g e   t h e   u p p e r   e n d  

o f   a  f u r t h e r   v e r t i c a l   s t u d   m e m b e r   w i t h   t h e   f u r t h e r  

c o n n e c t i n g   m e m b e r ,   s l i d e   t h e   f u r t h e r   c o n n e c t i n g   m e m b e r  

and   s t u d   member   i n t o   e n g a g e m e n t   w i t h   t h e   o p p o s i t e   s i d e  

m a r g i n   of   t h e   p a n e l   m e m b e r ,   and  c o n t i n u e   in   t h i s   w a y  
u n t i l   t h e   p a r t i t i o n i n g   i s   e r e c t e d ,   t h e   a d j u s t i n g   m e a n s  

b e i n g   a d j u s t e d   a t   any  s u i t a b l e   t i m e   d u r i n g   t h e   e r e c t i o n  

of   t h e   p a r t i t i o n i n g   to   r a i s e   t h e   p a n e l   m e m b e r s   so  t h a t  

t h e y   a t   l e a s t   p a r t i a l l y   c o n c e a l   t h e   c o n n e c t i n g   m e m b e r s .  

F i n a l l y   a  s k i r t i n g   can   be  p r o v i d e d   a l o n g   one  or   b o t h  

s i d e s   of   t h e   b o t t o m   of   t h e   p a r t i t i o n i n g   a n d ,   i f   d e s i r e d ,  

a  s i m i l a r   f i n i s h i n g   s t r i p   a l o n g   one   or   b o t h   s i d e s   of  t h e  

u p p e r   end  of  t h e   p a r t i t i o n i n g .   Such   s k i r t i n g   a n d  

f i n i s h i n g   s t r i p   may  be  s e c u r e d   as  by  means   of  s c r e w s   o r  

t h e   l i k e   to   t h e   s t u d   m e m b e r s   and   t h e   u p p e r   t r a c k   m e a n s  

r e s p e c t i v e l y .   To  r e m o v e   a  p a n e l   member   a t   any  p o i n t  

a l o n g   t h e   l e n g t h   of   t h e   p a r t i t i o n i n g ,  i t   i s   o n l y  

n e c e s s a r y   to   r e m o v e   t h e   s k i r t i n g   a n d  ,   w h e r e   p r o v i d e d ,  

t h e   u p p e r   f i n i s h i n g   s t r i p   in   t h e   r e g i o n   of  t h e   p a n e l  

member   to   be  r e m o v e d ,   l o w e r   t h e   p a n e l   member   by  a c t u a t i o n  

of  s a i d   a d j u s t i n g   means   to   p r o v i d e   a c c e s s   to   t h e  

c o n n e c t i n g   member   a t   one   end  of   t h e   p a n e l   m e m b e r ,   e i t h e r  

s l i d e   t h e   c o n n e c t i n g   m e m b e r   and   i t s   a s s o c i a t e d   s t u d  

member   a l o n g   t h e   u p p e r   t r a c k   m e a n s   and  f l o o r   r e s p e c t i v e l y  

to   r e l e a s e   t h e   e n g a g e m e n t   b e t w e e n   t h e   s t u d   member  and  t h e  

p a n e l   member   or  r e d u c e   t h e   s p r i n g   c l i p   c o n n e c t i n g   m e m b e r  

f r o m   t h e   t r a c k   m e a n s ,   and  r e m o v e   t h e   p a n e l   m e m b e r .   I t  

w i l l   t h u s   be  s e e n   t h a t   t h e   p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n   p r o v i d e s   a  

d e m o u n t a b l e   p a r t i t i o n i n g   s y s t e m   w h i c h   i s   b o t h   q u i c k   a n d  



e a s y   to   e r e c t   and   w h i c h   i s   e q u a l l y   q u i c k   and  e a s y   t o  

d e m o u n t   e i t h e r   in  w h o l e   or  in  p a r t .   M o r e o v e r ,   when  a  

p a r t i t i o n i n g   s y s t e m   a c c o r d i n g   to   t h e   p r e s e n t   s y s t e m   i s  

d e m o u n t e d   a l l   of  t h e   c o m p o n e n t   p a r t s   t h e r e o f   a r e  
r e u s a b l e .  

The  p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n   w i l l   be  more   p a r t i c u l a r l y  

d e s c r i b e d   w i t h   r e f e r e n c e   to   t h e   a c c o m p a n y i n g   d r a w i n g s ,   i n  

w h i c h : -  

F i g u r e   1  i s   a  s e c t i o n a l   e l e v a t i o n   of  a  d e m o u n t a b l e  

p a r t i t i o n i n g   s y s t e m   a c c o r d i n g   to   one  e m b o d i m e n t   of  t h e  

p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n ,   a n d  

F i g u r e   2  i s   a  s e c t i o n a l   p l a n   v i e w   of  a n o t h e r  

e m b o d i m e n t   of  a  d e m o u n t a b l e   p a r t i t i o n i n g   s y s t e m   a c c o r d i n g  

to   t h e   p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n .  

R e f e r r i n g   to   F i g u r e   1  i t   w i l l   be  s e e n   t h a t   t h e  

d e m o u n t a b l e   p a r t i t i o n i n g   s y s t e m   i l l u s t r a t e d   t h e r e i n  

c o m p r i s e s   an  u p p e r   t r a c k   means   1  s e c u r a b l e   to   a  c e i l i n g  

or   l i k e   s u r f a c e ,   a  c o n n e c t i n g   member   2  w h i c h   m a k e s  

s l i d i n g   e n g a g e m e n t   w i t h   t h e   t r a c k   means   1,  a  v e r t i c a l  

s t u d   member   3  t h e   u p p e r   end  of  w h i c h   e n g a g e s   t h e  

c o n n e c t i n g   member   2,  a  p a n e l   member   4  and  an  a d j u s t a b l e  

f o o t   5 .  

The  u p p e r   t r a c k   means   1  i s   of  c h a n n e l   s e c t i o n   m e t a l ,  

e . g . ,   e x t r u d e d   a l u m i n i u m ,   and  has   o p p o s e d   f l a n g e s   6  w h i c h  

t u r n   i n w a r d s   and  t h e n   u p w a r d s   to   p r o v i d e   u p w a r d l y   o p e n i n g  

hook   p o r t i o n s .   The  c o n n e c t i n g   member   2  i s   in  t h e   fo rm  o f  

a  c h a n n e l   s e c t i o n   c l i p   h a v i n g   s p a c e d   f l a n g e s   7  w h i c h   t u r n  

o u t w a r d s   and  t h e n   d o w n w a r d s   to   p r o v i d e   d o w n w a r d l y   o p e n i n g  

hook   p o r t i o n s   a d a p t e d   to   make  s l i d i n g   e n g a g e m e n t   w i t h   t h e  

hook   p o r t i o n s   of  t h e   u p p e r   t r a c k   means   1  as  shown .   T h e  

c l i p   2  can  be  s p r u n g   i n t o   and  o u t   of  e n g a g e m e n t   w i t h   t h e  

u p p e r   t r a c k   means   1 .  

The  s t u d   member   member   3  i s   of  h o l l o w   r e c t a n g u l a r  

s e c t i o n   m e t a l   s u c h   as  a l u m i n i u m   or   s t e e l   t h e   u p p e r   end  o f  

w h i c h   r e c e i v e s   t h e   l o w e r   p a r t   of  t h e   c l i p   2  s p i g o t - a n d -  

s o c k e t   f a s h i o n .   The  l o w e r   end  of  t h e   s t u d   member   3  i s  



s u p p o r t e d   on  a  f l o o r   o r   l i k e   s u r f a c e .  

The  p a n e l   member   4  c o m p r i s e s   s p a c e d   p a n e l s   8  h a v i n g  

a  f i l l e r   9  ( F i g u r e   2)  t h e r e b e t w e e n .   As  shown  in   F i g u r e  

2,  t h e   f i l l e r   9,  w h i c h   i s   of   c e l l u l a r   or   h o n e y c o m b  

c o n s t r u c t i o n ,   t e r m i n a t e s   s h o r t   o f   t h e   o p p o s i t e   s i d e   e d g e s  

of   t h e   p a n e l s   8  to   f o r m   c h a n n e l   p o r t i o n s   10  in   w h i c h   t h e  

s t u d   member   3  i s   r e c e i v e d   w i t h   c l e a r a n c e .   N o r m a l l y ,   t h e  

s t u d   member   3  w i l l   be  r e c e i v e d   in   t h e   o p p o s e d   c h a n n e l  

p o r t i o n s   of  two  a d j a c e n t   p a n e l   m e m b e r s   4 .  

The  a d j u s t a b l e   f o o t   5  c o m p r i s e s   a  n u t   p o r t i o n   1 1  

h a v i n g   a  s p i g o t   p o r t i o n   12  w h i c h   e x t e n d s   b e t w e e n   t h e  

p a n e l s   8  and  s i d e   f l a n g e s   13  w h i c h   s u p p o r t   t h e   p a n e l s   8 

and   an  i n t e r n a l l y   s c r e w   t h r e a d e d   a p e r t u r e   14  e x t e n d i n g  

t h e r e t h r o u g h .   In   s c r e w   t h r e a d e d   e n g a g e m e n t   w i t h   t h e   n u t  

11  i s   a  t h r e a d e d   b o l t   15  h a v i n g   a  f o o t   16  a t   t h e   l o w e r  

end  t h e r e o f .   P r e f e r a b l y   e a c h   p a n e l   member   4  i s   p r o v i d e d  

w i t h   a t   l e a s t   two  s p a c e d   a d j u s t a b l e   f e e t   5.  T h e  

a d j u s t a b l e   f e e t   5  p r e f e r a b l y   p r o v i d e   f o r   h e i g h t  

a d j u s t m e n t   o f   t h e   p a n e l   m e m b e r   4  in   t h e   r a n g e   of   f rom  5 0  

t o   80  m i l l i m e t e r s ,   p r e f e r a b l y   a b o u t   70  m i l l i m e t e r s .   T h e  

f e e t   5  e n a b l e   t h e   p a n e l   m e m b e r   4  to   be  moved  b e t w e e n   t h e  

r a i s e d   p o s i t i o n   shown  in   F i g u r e   1  w h e r e i n   t h e   c l i p   2  i s  

c o n c e a l e d   by  t h e   p a n e l s   8  and  t h e   u p p e r   m a r g i n s   of  t h e  

p a n e l s   8  e x t e n d   on  e i t h e r   s i d e   of   t h e   u p p e r   t r a c k   means   1 

t o   p r o v i d e   s t a b i l i t y   a t   t h e   u p p e r   end  of   t h e   p a r t i t i o n i n g  

and   a  l o w e r   p o s i t i o n   ( n o t   s h o w n )   w h e r e i n   a c c e s s   can   b e  

had  to   t h e   c l i p   2  to   e n a b l e   t h e   c l i p   2  and  i t s   a s s o c i a t e d  

s t u d   member   3  to   be  s l i d   r e l a t i v e   t o   t h e   p a n e l   member   4 

t o   r e l e a s e   t h e   e n g a g e m e n t   b e t w e e n   t h e   p a n e l   member   4  a n d  

t h e   s t u d   member   3  and   so  e n a b l e   t h e   p a n e l   member   4  to   b e  

r e m o v e d .  

A  s u i t a b l e   s k i r t i n g   ( n o t   s h o w n )   may  be  p r o v i d e d   o n  

one   o r   b o t h   s i d e s   of  t h e   p a r t i t i o n i n g   to   c o n c e a l   t h e   f e e t  

5  and  t h e   gap  b e t w e e n   t h e   l o w e r   e d g e   of  t h e   p a n e l   m e m b e r  

4  and  t h e   f l o o r   or  l i k e   s u r f a c e   on  w h i c h   t h e   p a r t i t i o n i n g  

i s   s u p p o r t e d .   L i k e w i s e   a  s u i t a b l e   f i n i s h i n g   s t r i p   ( n o t  



shown)   may  be  p r o v i d e d   a l o n g   one  or   b o t h   s i d e s   of  t h e   t o p  

of  t h e   p a r t i t i o n i n g   to  c o n c e a l   t h e   t r a c k   means   1  a n d  

p r o v i d e   a  n e a t   f i n i s h .   The  s k i r t i n g   may  be  s e c u r e d ,  

e . g . ,   s c r e w e d ,   to   t h e   s t u d   m e m b e r s   3  w h i l s t   t h e   u p p e r  

f i n i s h i n g   s t r i p   may  be  s e c u r e d ,   e . g . ,   s c r e w e d ,   to   t h e  

u p p e r   t r a c k   m e a n s   1 .  

I t   w i l l   be  u n d e r s t o o d   t h a t   w h i l s t   o n l y   a  s i n g l e   s t u d  

member   3  and  p a n e l   member   4  h a v e   b e e n   shown  in  F i g u r e   1 ,  

n o r m a l l y   e a c h   s t u d   member  3  w i l l   be  r e c e i v e d   b e t w e e n   a  

p a i r   of  a d j a c e n t   p a n e l   m e m b e r s   4  and  e a c h   p a n e l   member   4 

w i l l   e x t e n d   b e t w e e n   an  a d j a c e n t   p a i r   of  s t u d   m e m b e r s   3 .  

The  e m b o d i m e n t   of  F i g u r e   2  i s   s i m i l a r   to   t h e  

e m b o d i m e n t   of  F i g u r e   1  and  a c c o r d i n g l y   l i k e   p a r t s   h a v e  

b e e n   g i v e n   l i k e   r e f e r e n c e   n u m e r a l s .  

The  e m b o d i m e n t   of  F i g u r e   2  i s   f o r  u s e   w h e r e   e x t e n d e d  

f i r e   r e s i s t a n c e   i s   r e q u i r e d   f o r   t h e   p a r t i t i o n i n g   a n d  

c o m p r i s e s ,   in   a d d i t i o n   to   t h e   n o r m a l   s t u d   member   3 

b e t w e e n   a d j a c e n t   p a n e l   m e m b e r s   4,  f u r t h e r   s t u d   m e m b e r s   1 7  

of  s t e e l   or   l i k e   f i r e   r a t e d   m a t e r i a l   to   w h i c h   t h e   p a n e l  

m e m b e r s   4  a r e   s e c u r e d   as  by  m e a n s   of  s c r e w s   18.   T h e  

f u r t h e r   s t u d   m e m b e r s   17  may  be  s l i d a b l y   e n g a g e d   w i t h   t h e  

u p p e r   t r a c k   means   1  by  m e a n s   of  c l i p s   2  as  p r e v i o u s l y  

d e s c r i b e d   and  may  be  s u p p o r t e d   on  or  s e c u r e d   to   a  f l o o r  

or  l i k e   s u r f a c e .   Where   t h e   s t u d   m e m b e r s   17  a r e   s e c u r e d  

to   t h e   f l o o r   or  l i k e   s u r f a c e ,   c l i p s   2  may  be  u s e d   w h i c h  

a r e   s e c u r e d   to   t h e   f l o o r   and  w h i c h   a r e   r e c e i v e d   in  t h e  

l o w e r   e n d s   of  t h e   s t u d   m e m b e r s   17 .   As  w i l l   be  s e e n ,   a  

s t u d   member   17  i s   p r o v i d e d   on  e i t h e r   s i d e   of  t h e   s t u d  

member   3  and  a  c l e a r a n c e   gap  19  i s   l e f t   b e t w e e n   one  s t u d  

member   17  and  t h e   s t u d   member   3  to   a l l o w   s l i d i n g   m o v e m e n t  

of  t h e   s t u d   member   3  t o w a r d s   s a i d   one  member   17  t o  

r e l e a s e   t h e   e n g a g e m e n t   of  one   p a n e l   member   4  w i t h   t h e  

s t u d   member   3  when  i t   is   d e s i r e d   to   d e m o u n t   t h e  

p a r t i t i o n i n g   or  r e m o v e   a  p a n e l   member   4 .  



1.  A  d e m o u n t a b l e   p a r t i t i o n i n g   s y s t e m   c o m p r i s i n g  

u p p e r   t r a c k   m e a n s   w h i c h   can   be  s e c u r e d   to   a  c e i l i n g   o r  

l i k e   s u r f a c e ,   s p a c e d   c o n n e c t i n g   m e m b e r s   w h i c h   m a k e  

s l i d i n g   e n g a g e m e n t   w i t h   t h e   t r a c k   m e a n s ,   v e r t i c a l   s t u d  

m e m b e r s   t h e   u p p e r   end  of   e a c h   of   w h i c h   e n g a g e s   w i t h   a  

s a i d   c o n n e c t i n g   m e m b e r ,   p a n e l   m e m b e r s   w h i c h   e x t e n d  

b e t w e e n   and  e n g a g e   t h e   s t u d   m e m b e r s ,   and  m e a n s   f o r  

a d j u s t i n g   s a i d   p a n e l   m e m b e r s   f o r   h e i g h t   r e l a t i v e   to   s a i d  

s t u d   m e m b e r s ,  t h e   p a n e l   m e m b e r s   h a v i n g   an  u p p e r   p o s i t i o n  

in   w h i c h   t h e   s a i d   c o n n e c t i n g   m e m b e r s   a r e   a t   l e a s t  

p a r t i a l l y   c o n c e a l e d   t h e r e b y   and  a  l o w e r   p o s i t i o n   w h e r e i n  

a c c e s s   can   be  had  to   t h e   c o n n e c t i n g   m e m b e r s .  

2.  A  d e m o u n t a b l e   p a r t i t i o n i n g   s y s t e m   a c c o r d i n g   t o  

c l a i m   1,  w h e r e i n   t h e   p a n e l   m e m b e r s   e n g a g e   t h e   s t u d  

m e m b e r s   w i t h   c l e a r a n c e ,   w h e r e b y   when  a  p a n e l   member   i s   i n  

i t s   l o w e r   p o s i t i o n   a  s t u d   member   e n g a g e d   t h e r e b y   and  i t s  

a s s o c i a t e d   c o n n e c t i n g   member   can   be  s l i d   r e l a t i v e   to   t h e  

p a n e l   m e m b e r   t o   r e l e a s e   t h e   e n g a g e m e n t   of  t h e   p a n e l  

m e m b e r   w i t h   t h e   s t u d   member   f o r   d e m o u n t i n g   of  t h e  

p a r t i t i o n i n g .  

3.  A  d e m o u n t a b l e   p a r t i t i o n i n g   s y s t e m   a c c o r d i n g   t o  

c l a i m   1  o r   2,  w h e r e i n   s a i d   u p p e r   t r a c k   m e a n s   and  s a i d  

c o n n e c t i n g   m e m b e r s   h a v e   c o o p e r a t i n g   f l a n g e s   t h e r e o n .  

4.  A  d e m o u n t a b l e   p a r t i t i o n i n g   s y s t e m   a c c o r d i n g   t o  

c l a i m   3,  w h e r e i n   t h e   u p p e r   t r a c k   m e a n s   c o m p r i s e s   s p a c e d  

i n t u r n e d   f l a n g e s   and  s a i d   c o n n e c t i n g   m e a n s   e a c h   h a v e  

o u t w a r d l y   d i r e c t e d   f l a n g e s   t h e r e o n   w h i c h   c o o p e r a t e   w i t h  

t h e   i n t u r n e d  f l a n g e s   of   t h e   u p p e r   t r a c k   m e a n s .  

5.  A  d e m o u n t a b l e   p a r t i t i o n i n g   s y s t e m   a c c o r d i n g   t o  

c l a i m   4,   w h e r e i n   t h e   f l a n g e s   of  t h e   u p p e r   t r a c k   m e a n s  

t u r n   i n w a r d l y   and  t h e n   u p w a r d l y   to   f o rm  u p w a r d l y   o p e n  
h o o k   p o r t i o n s   and  t h e   f l a n g e s   of   t h e   c o n n e c t i n g   m e a n s  

t u r n   o u t w a r d l y   and  t h e n   d o w n w a r d l y   to   f o r m   d o w n w a r d l y  

o p e n   h o o k   p o r t i o n s .  

6.  A  d e m o u n t a b l e   p a r t i t i o n i n g   s y s t e m   a c c o r d i n g   t o  



c l a i m   4  or   5,  w h e r e i n   t h e   c o n n e c t i n g   m e m b e r s   c o m p r i s e  

c h a n n e l - s e c t i o n   c l i p s   w h i c h   can   be  s p r u n g   i n t o   and  o u t   o f  

e n g a g e m e n t   w i t h   t h e   u p p e r   t r a c k   m e a n s .  

7.  A  d e m o u n t a b l e   p a r t i t i o n i n g   s y s t e m   a c c o r d i n g   t o  

a n y  o n e   of  t h e   p r e c e d i n g   c l a i m s ,   w h e r e i n   t h e   u p p e r   e n d s  

of   t h e   v e r t i c a l   s t u d   m e m b e r s   make  s p i g o t - a n d - s o c k e t  

e n g a g e m e n t   w i t h   t h e   c o n n e c t i n g   m e m b e r s ,  

8.  A  d e m o u n t a b l e   p a r t i t i o n i n g   s y s t e m   a c c o r d i n g   t o  

c l a i m   7,  w h e r e i n   t h e   s t u d   m e m b e r s   a r e   h o l l o w   s e c t i o n  

m e m b e r s   and  t h e   c o n n e c t i n g   m e m b e r s   a r e   r e c e i v e d   in  t h e  

u p p e r   e n d s   t h e r e o f .  

9.  A  d e m o u n t a b l e   p a r t i t i o n i n g   s y s t e m   a c c o r d i n g   t o  

a n y  o n e   of  t h e   p r e c e d i n g   c l a i m s ,   w h e r e i n   t h e   l o w e r   e n d s  

of  t h e   s t u d   m e m b e r s   a r e   s u p p o r t e d   on  a  f l o o r   or   l i k e  

s u r f a c e .  

10.  A  d e m o u n t a b l e   p a r t i t i o n i n g   s y s t e m   a c c o r d i n g   t o  

a n y  o n e   of  t h e   p r e c e d i n g   c l a i m s ,   w h e r e i n   a  s a i d  

c o n n e c t i n g   member   i s   p r o v i d e d   w h i c h   can   be  s e c u r e d   to   a  

f l o o r   or   l i k e   s u r f a c e   and  w h i c h   can  be  e n g a g e d   w i t h   t h e  

l o w e r   end  of  a  s a i d   s t u d   member   to   l o c a t e   t h e   l o w e r   e n d  

of  t h e   s t u d   m e m b e r .  

11.  A  d e m o u n t a b l e   p a r t i t i o n i n g   s y s t e m   a c c o r d i n g   t o  

a n y  o n e   of  t h e   p r e c e d i n g   c l a i m s ,   h a v i n g   s t u d   m e m b e r s   a n d  

p a n e l   m e m b e r s   one  of   w h i c h   c o m p r i s e s   c h a n n e l   p o r t i o n s  

a d a p t e d   to   r e l e a s a b l y   e n g a g e   t h e   o t h e r   of  s a i d   m e m b e r s .  

12.   A  d e m o u n t a b l e   p a r t i t i o n i n g   s y s t e m   a c c o r d i n g   t o  

c l a i m   11,  w h e r e i n   s a i d   p a n e l   m e m b e r s   e a c h   have   a  c h a n n e l  

p o r t i o n   a l o n g   o p p o s e d   s i d e   m a r g i n s   t h e r e o f   and  w h e r e i n  

s a i d   s t u d   m e m b e r s   a r e   r e c e i v e d   in   t h e   o p p o s e d   c h a n n e l  

p o r t i o n s   of  a d j a c e n t   p a n e l   m e m b e r s .  

13.   A  d e m o u n t a b l e   p a r t i t i o n i n g   s y s t e m   a c c o r d i n g   t o  

c l a i m   12,   w h e r e i n   t h e   p a n e l   m e m b e r s   e a c h   c o m p r i s e   s p a c e d  

p a n e l s   h a v i n g   a  f i l l e r   t h e r e b e t w e e n   and  w h e r e i n   t h e  

f i l l e r   t e r m i n a t e s   s h o r t   of   o p p o s e d   s i d e   m a r g i n s   of  t h e  

p a n e l s   to   d e f i n e   s a i d   c h a n n e l   p o r t i o n s .  

14.  A  d e m o u n t a b l e   p a r t i t i o n i n g   s y s t e m   a c c o r d i n g   t o  



c l a i m   13 ,   w h e r e i n   s a i d   f i l l e r   i s   o f   c e l l u l a r   or   h o n e y c o m b  

c o n s t r u c t i o n .  

15 .   A  d e m o u n t a b l e   p a r t i t i o n i n g   s y s t e m   a c c o r d i n g   t o  

a n y  o n e   of   t h e   p r e c e d i n g   c l a i m s ,   w h e r e i n   s a i d   a d j u s t i n g  

m e a n s   c o m p r i s e   a d j u s t a b l e   f e e t .  

16 .   A  d e m o u n t a b l e   p a r t i t i o n i n g   s y s t e m   a c c o r d i n g   t o  

c l a i m   15 ,   w h e r e i n   s a i d   a d j u s t a b l e   f e e t   e a c h   c o m p r i s e   a  

t h r e a d e d   n u t   p o r t i o n   w h i c h   e n g a g e s   t h e   l o w e r   e d g e   o r  

m a r g i n   of  a  p a n e l   m e m b e r ,   a  t h r e a d e d   b o l t   w h i c h   m a k e s  

s c r e w - t h r e a d e d   e n g a g e m e n t   w i t h   t h e   n u t   p o r t i o n   and  a  f o o t  

a t   t h e   l o w e r   end  of  s a i d   b o l t .  

17 .   A  d e m o u n t a b l e   p a r t i t i o n i n g   s y s t e m   a c c o r d i n g   t o  

a n y  o n e   of   t h e   p r e c e d i n g   c l a i m s ,   c o m p r i s i n g   a  s k i r t i n g  

w h i c h   e x t e n d s   a l o n g   t h e   b o t t o m   of   t h e   p a r t i t i o n i n g   on  o n e  

o r   b o t h   s i d e s   t h e r e o f   to   c o n c e a l   s a i d   a d j u s t i n g   m e a n s .  

18 .   A  d e m o u n t a b l e   p a r t i t i o n i n g   s y s t e m   a c c o r d i n g   t o  

a n y  o n e   of   t h e   p r e c e d i n g   c l a i m s ,   w h e r e i n   s a i d   u p p e r   t r a c k  

m e a n s   i s   o f   c h a n n e l   s e c t i o n   m e t a l .  

19 .   A  d e m o u n t a b l e   p a r t i t i o n i n g   s y s t e m   a c c o r d i n g   t o  

c l a i m   18 ,   w h e r e i n   s a i d   u p p e r   t r a c k   m e a n s   i s   of  e x t r u d e d  

a l u m i n i u m .  

20.   A  d e m o u n t a b l e   p a r t i t i o n i n g   s y s t e m   a c c o r d i n g   t o  

a n y  o n e   of  t h e   p r e c e d i n g   c l a i m s ,   w h e r e i n   s a i d   s t u d  

m e m b e r s   a r e   of   a l u m i n i u m   or   s t e e l .  

21 .   A  d e m o u n t a b l e   p a r t i t i o n i n g   s y s t e m   a c c o r d i n g   t o  

a n y  o n e   of   t h e   p r e c e d i n g   c l a i m s ,   w h e r e i n   s a i d   p a n e l  

m e m b e r s   a r e   p r e - f i n i s h e d   w i t h   a  d e c o r a t i v e   f i n i s h .  

22 .   A  d e m o u n t a b l e   p a r t i t i o n i n g   s y s t e m   s u b s t a n t i a l l y  

as  h e r e i n   d e s c r i b e d   w i t h   r e f e r e n c e   to   F i g u r e   1  or   F i g u r e  

2  of  t h e   a c c o m p a n y i n g   d r a w i n g s .  
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