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A  vase  for  holding  flowers  or  a  pot  plant. 
©  A  vase  for  cut  flowers  or  for  flowers  or  a  plant  growing  in  a 
pot  comprises  a  container  formed  from  cardboard  or  the  like 
and  which,  therefore,  is  light  and  cheap  to  produce,  with  a  bag 
of  waterproof  material  located  inside  the  container.  The  bag  is 
able  to  contain  a  quantity  of  water  and  the  stems  of  the 
Rowers  or  the  pot  in  which  the  flowers  or  plant  are  growing. 
Conveniently,  the  container  can  be  collapsed  so  as  to  lie  flat 
with  the  bag  inside  it  so  as  to  take  up  minimum  space  for 
transport  and  storage. 

t  

D 
M 
n  

2  

L 
U 

>oydon  Printing  Company  Lid. 



0 2 1   3 9 2 6  

n  v.no^  run   nui iU^wi   rL.UWt.KS  UK  A  rUT  PLANT 

T h i s   i n v e n t i o n   r e l a t e s   to  a  v a s e   f o r   h o l d i n g  

c u t   f l o w e r s   o r   f l o w e r s   o r   a  p l a n t   g r o w i n g   in   a  p o t .  

5  V a s e s   f o r   f l o w e r s   or  p l a n t s   a r e   u s u a l l y   o f  

g l a s s ,   p o t t e r y   or   r i g i d   p a r t i e s   m a t e r i a l   and  a r e   of  a  

v a r i e t y   of   s h a p e s   and  s i z e s .   P a r t i c u l a r l y   in   t he   c a s e  

of   g l a s s   and  p o t t e r y   v a s e s ,   t h e y   a r e   of   a  s u b s t a n t i a l  

w e i g h t   and   c a r e   h a s   to   be  t a k e n   to   e n s u r e   t h a t   t h e y   a r e  

0  n o t   d a m a g e d   e i t h e r   when   t h e y   a r e   in   u s e   o r   w h e n   t h e y  

a r e   b e i n g   s t o r e d   b e t w e e n   p e r i o d s   of   u s e .  

A c c o r d i n g   to  the   p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n ,   a  v a s e  

f o r   h o l d i n g   f l o w e r s   or  a  p l a n t   i s   c h a r a c t e r i s e d   in  t h a t  

i t   c o m p r i s e s   a  l i g h t - w e i g h t   c o n t a i n e r   f o r m e d   o f  

5  c a r d b o a r d   or   t he   l i k e   and  h a v i n g   an  o p e n   e n d ,   a  b a g  

p o s i t i o n e d   in  the   c o n t a i n e r ,   the   bag  b e i n g   f o r m e d   o f  

w a t e r p r o o f   m a t e r i a l   and  h a v i n g   an  open   m o u t h   p o s i t i o n e d  

s u c h   t h a t ,   when  the   c o n t a i n e r   is   a r r a n g e d   w i t h   the   o p e n  

end  u p p e r m o s t ,   t he   bag  s e r v e s   to  r e c e i v e   l i q u i d  

0  i n t r o d u c e d   i n t o   t he   c o n t a i n e r   t h r o u g h   t h e   o p e n   e n d  

t h e r e o f .  

The  bag   and  t h e   c o n t a i n e r   a r e   f o r m e d   o f  

l i g h t w e i g h t   m a t e r i a l s   and  so  the   v a s e   i s   l i g h t   i n  

w e i g h t   and  can  r e a d i l y   be  h a n d l e d   w i t h o u t   r i s k   o f  

5  d a m a g e .   F u r t h e r m o r e ,   t he   m a t e r i a l s   a r e   s u c h   t h a t   t h e y  

a r e   c h e a p   to  p r o v i d e   and ,   c o n s e q u e n t l y ,   t h e   c o s t   of  t h e  



D 2 1   3 9 2 6  

v a s e   i s   low  as  c o m p a r e d   w i t h   s i m i l a r   v a s e s   of  g l a s s ,  

p o t t e r y   or  r i g i d   p l a s t i c s   m a t e r i a l .  

In  u s e ,   c u t   f l o w e r s   a r e   a r r a n g e d   in  the   v a s e  

w i t h   t h e i r   s t e m s   e x t e n d i n g   i n t o   t h e   b a g   w h i c h   c o n t a i n s  

w a t e r   f o r   t h e   f l o w e r s .   In  t h e   c a s e   o f   f l o w e r s   or   a  

p l a n t   g r o w i n g   in  a  p o t ,   the   po t   i s   o f   c h e a p   a n d  

u n a t t r a c t i v e   a p p e a r a n c e   and  is   p l a c e d   in   t h e   v a s e   w i t h  

t h e   p o t   w i t h i n   t h e   bag .   When  t h e   p l a n t   i s   w a t e r e d ,   a s  

i s   n e c e s s a r y   at   r e g u l a r   i n t e r v a l s ,   e x c e s s   w a t e r   d r a i n s  

o u t   of   the   po t   and  i s   r e t a i n e d   in   t h e   b a g .  

The  c o n t a i n e r   i s   c o n v e n i e n t l y   of   n o n -  

w a t e r p r o o f   p a p e r   or  c a r d b o a r d   and  i s   g i v e n   a n  

a t t r a c t i v e   a p p e a r a n c e   b o t h   in  s h a p e   and   p a t t e r n   a n d  

o r n a m e n t a t i o n   a p p l i e d   to  i t s   o u t e r   s u r f a c e .  

A c c o r d i n g   to  a  p r e f e r r e d   e m b o d i m e n t   o f  

i n v e n t i o n ,   the   c o n t a i n e r   w i t h   t h e   b a g   i n s i d e   i t   i s  

c o l l a p s i b l e   f o r   s t o r a g e   p u r p o s e s .   S u c h   v a s e s   a r e  

a r r a n g e d   in  t h e i r   c o l l a p s e d   s t a t e ,   t h u s   t a k i n g   up  t h e  

m i n i m u m   of  s p a c e ,   when  t h e y   a re   n o t   b e i n g   e m p l o y e d   f o r  

t h e i r   i n t e n d e d   u s e .   The  v a s e s   can   be  t r a n s p o r t e d   a n d  

s t o r e d   in  l a r g e   n u m b e r s   w h i l e   r e q u i r i n g   t h e   m in imum  o f  

s p a c e .   When  the   v a s e s   a re   r e q u i r e d   f o r   u s e ,   t h e y   a r e  

r e s t o r e d   to  t h e i r   n o n - c o l l a p s e d   s t a t e .   The  c o n c e p t   o f  

a  c o l l a p s i b l e   v a s e   a l l o w s   a  c o l l a p s e d   v a s e   to  b e  

i n c l u d e d   w i t h   e a c h   b o u q u e t   of  f l o w e r s   d e s p a t c h e d   f rom  a  

f l o r i s t .   The  r e c i p i e n t   of  the   b o u q u e t   s i m p l y   has   t o  
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j c b u u i - e   m e   v a s e   to  \ i s   n o n - c o i   l a p s e d   s t a t e   and  i t   i s  

t h e n   r e a d y   to  r e c e i v e   the   f l o w e r s   f r o m   t h e   b o u q u e t   a n d  

a  q u a n t i t y   o f   w a t e r   to   k e e p   t h e   f l o w e r s   f e s h   and   i n  

good  c o n d i t i o n .  

5  A  c o l l a p s i b l e   v a s e   may  h a v e   t h e   c o n t a i n e r  

w h i c h   i s   of   n o n - w a t e r p r o o f   c a r d b o a r d   o r   t h i n   p l a s t i c s  

m a t e r i a l   p r o v i d e d   w i t h   a  p l u r a l i t y   o f   c r e a s e s   e x t e n d i n g  

in  t h e   d i r e c t i o n   of  i t s   l e n g t h   and  a r r a n g e d   to  d i v i d e  

t he   c o n t a i n e r   i n t o   an  even  n u m b e r   o f   p a n e l s .   To  

L0  c o l l a p s e   t h e   v a s e   i t   i s   f o l d e d   f l a t   a l o n g   a  p a i r   o f  

o p p o s i t e   c r e a s e s .  

I t   i s   c o n v e n i e n t   f o r   t h e   c o n t a i n e r   to  have   a  

b a s e   and ,   in   t he   c a s e   of  a  c o n t a i n e r   d i v i d e d   i n t o   4 

p a n e l s ,   e a c h   p a n e l   c o n v e n i e n t l y   h a s   a  h i n g e d   t a b   a t   o n e  

5  end ,   t h e   t a b s   b e i n g   s u c h   t h a t   p a i r s   of  t a b s   can  b e  

a r r a n g e d   in  i n t e r l o c k i n g   r e l a t i o n   when  t h e   v a s e   i s   t o  

be  u s e d .  

The  b?=g  is   c o n v e n i e n t l y   of   a  t h i n - w a l l e d  

p l a s t i c s   m a t e r i a l   so  t h a t   t h e   b a g   i s   f l e x i b l e   and   c a n  

'0  be  a c c o m m o d a t e d   i n s i d e   the   c o l l a p s e d   c o n t a i n e r .  

A l t e r n a t i v e l y ,   t h e   bag  can  be-  o f   m e t a l   f o i l ,   s u c h   a s  

a l i m i n i u m   f o i l   or   p a p e r - m e t a l   f o i l   l a m i n a t e .  

In   o r d e r   t h a t   t h e   i n v e n t i o n   may  be  m o r e  

r e a d i l y   u n d e r s t o o d ,   i t   w i l l   now  be  d e s c r i b e d ,   by  way  o f  

5  e x a m p l e   o n l y ,   w i t h   r e f e r e n c e   to  t he   a c c o m p a n y i n g  

d r a w i n g s ,   in  w h i c h : -  
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A 

F i g u r e   1  i s   a  s i d e   e l e v a t i o n   of   a  v a s e   w i t h   a  

p a r t   r e m o v e d   to  show  t h e   i n t e r i o r   t h e r e o f ;  

F i g u r e   2  i s   a  s i d e   e l e v a t i o n   of  t he   v a s e   i n  

i t s   c o l l a p s e d   s t a t e ;   a n d  

5  F i g u r e   3  i s   a  p l a n   f r o m   b e n e a t h   the   v a s e .  

A  v a s e   s u i t a b l e   f o r   r e c e i v i n g   a  q u a n t i t y   o f  

c u t   f l o w e r s   o r   f l o w e r s   o r   a  p l a n t   g r o w i n g   in   a  p o t  

c o m p r i s e s   a  c o n t a i n e r   (1)  f o r m e d   of   t h i c k   p a p e r   o r  

c a r d b o a r d .   The  p a p e r   or  c a r d b o a r d   i s   n o t   t r e a t e d   i n  

LO  any  way  to  r e n d e r   i t   w a t e r p r o o f .   The  c o n t a i n e r   h a s   a n  

o p e n   end  (3)  and  i t   c o n v e n i e n t l y   h a s   a  b a s e   (5)  a t   t h e  

o p p o s i t e   e n d .  

The  s h a p e   of  t he   c o n t a i n e r   can   be  of  any  «■ 

s u i t a b l e   f o r m ,   f o r   e x a m p l e ,   f  r u s t o - c o n i c a l   or  h e x a g o n a l  

15  c r o s s - s e c t i o n .   To  e n s u r e   t h a t   t h e   c o n t a i n e r   i s   f a i r l y  

s t a b l e   when  i t   i s   s t o o d   on  t h e   b a s e ,   i t   i s   c o n v e n i e n t  

f o r   the   c o n t a i n e r   to  t a p e r   d o w n w a r d l y   f r o m   t he   open   e n d  

to  t he   b a s e .   The  o u t s i d e   of   t h e   c o n t a i n e r   can  c a r r y  

any  d e s i r e d   o r n a m e n t a t i o n ,   a d v e r t i s i n g   m a t e r i a l ,   e t c .  

20  A  b a g   (7)   h a v i n g   an  o p e n   m o u t h   (9)  i s  

p o s i t i o n e d   i n s i d e   t he   c o n t a i n e r   and  i t   i s   p e r m a n e n t l y  

s e c u r e d ,   as  by  a  l a y e r   of  a d h e s i v e   a r o u n d   the   o u t s i d e  

of  t he   mou th   of  t h e   b a g ,   to  t h e   i n s i d e   of  t h e  

c o n t a i n e r .   The  bag   i s   of  a  w a t e r p r o o f   m a t e r i a l   so  t h a t  

?b  i t   can  r e a d i l y   c o n t a i n   a  q u a n t i t y   of   w a t e r .  

The  bag   i s   c o n v e n i e n t l y   of   a  t h i n   p l a s t i c s  
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5 

m a t e r i a l ,   a l t h o u g h   a  m e t a l   f o i l ,   s u c h   as  a l u m i n i u m   f o i l  

o r   a  l a m i n a t e   o f   p a p e r   w i t h   a  m e t a l   f o i l   c o u l d   b e  

e m p l o y e d   . 

In  u s e ,   t h e   c o n t a i n e r   i s   a r r a n g e d   w i t h   t h e  

5  o p e n   end  u p p e r m o s t   and   a  q u a n t i t y   of   w a t e r   i s  

i n t r o d u c e d   t h r o u g h   t he   open   end  of  t he   c o n t a i n e r   i n t o  

t he   bag  w h e r e   i t   i s   r e t a i n e d .   As  t he   w a t e r   is   n o t   i n  

c o n t a c t   w i t h   t h e   c o n t a i n e r ,   t he   c o n t a i n e r   i s   n o t  

d a m a g e d   in  any   way  by  t h e   w a t e r .   C u t   f l o w e r s   c an   t h e n  

10  be  i n t r o d u c e d   i n t o   t he   v a s e   w i t h   t h e i r   s t e m s   r e s t i n g   i n  

t he   bag  (7).   A l t e r n a t i v e l y ,   a  p o t   c o n t a i n i n g   g r o w i n g  

f l o w e r s   or  a  p l a n t   can   be  p o s i t i o n e d   i n s i d e   the   b a g .  

The  c o n t a i n e r   may  be  m a n u f a c t u r e d   w i t h   a  b a s e  

(5)  w h i c h   d o e s   n o t   p e r m i t   t he   c o n t a i n e r   to  be  r e a d i l y  

15  c o l l a p s e d   in  o r d e r   to  r e d u c e   i t s   v o l u m e .   H o w e v e r ,   i t  

i s   a d v a n t a g e o u s   f o r   t he   c o n t a i n e r   to  be  r e a d i l y  

c o l l a p s e d   and  e a s i l y   r e s t o r e d   to  i t s   o p e n e d   o u t  

c o n d i   t  ion   . 

In  t h e   a r r a n g e m e n t   s h o w n   in   F i g u r e s   2  and  3 ,  

20  the   c o n t a i n e r   i n i t i a l l y   c o m p r i s e s   a  t u b e   15  o f  

c a r d b o a r d   or   s c l   f -   5 - u p p o r t i n g   p l a s t i c s   m a t e r i a l   o f  

t a p e r e d   f o r m   and  o p e n   a t   b o t h   e n d s .   The  t ube   has   s i x  

c r e a s e s   (17)  e x t e n d i n g   in  t he   d i r e c t i o n   of  i t s   l e n g t h  

to  d e f i n e   s i x   e q u a l   p a n e l s   (18 ) .   Each   p a n e l   has   a  t a b  

?5  (19)  h i n g e d   to  i t   a t   i t s   l o w e r   end  and  e a c h   t ab   has   a  

t r a n s v e r s e   s l i t   (21)   e x t e n d i n g   f o r   a p p r o x i m a t e l y   h a l f  



0 2 1 3 9 2 6  

6 

i t s   w i d t h   c l o s e   to  i t s   l o w e r   e n d .  

A  b a g   ( n o t   s h o w n   in   F i g u r e s   2  and   3)  i s  

s e c u r e d ,   as  d e s c r i b e d   w i t h   r e f e r e n c e   to  F i g u r e   1 ,  

w i t h i n   t he   c o n t a i n e r   and  t he   bag   i s   s u f f i c i e n t l y  

5  f l e x i b l e   to  a l l o w   t h e   c o n t a i n e r   to  be  f l a t t e n e d   a l o n g  

an  o p p o s i t e   p a i r   of   c r e a s e s   (17)  so  t h a t   t h r e e   of  t h e  

p a n e l s   (18)  l i e   c l o s e l y   upon  t h r e e   o t h e r   p a n e l s ,   a s  

shown   in  F i g u r e   2.  In  t h i s   c o l l a p s e d   s t a t e   t he   v a s e  

t a k e s   up  a  m i n i m u m   of   s p a c e .  

10  To  a s s e m b l e   t he   v a s e ,   t he   o u t e r   c r e a s e s   ( 1 7 ) ,  

shown   in  F i g u r e   2,  a r e   p r e s s e d   i n w a r d l y   to  s e p a r a t e   t h e  

two  g r o u p s   of   p a n e l s .   The  two  t a b s   on  a  p a i r   o f  

o p p o s i t e   p a n e l s   a r e   i n t e r l o c k e d   t o g e t h e r   w i t h   t he   s l o t  

(21)  on  one  t a b   p a s s i n g   i n t o   t he   s l i t   (21)  on  the   o t h e r  

15  t a b .   T h i s   i s   r e p e a t e d   f o r   a  s e c o n d   p a i r   of  o p p o s i t e  

t a b s   and ,   f i n a l l y ,   i t   i s   r e p e a t e d   f o r   t h e   t a b s   (19A  a n d  

3  PR)  on  t he   r e m a i n i n g   p a i r   of  o p p o s i t e   p a n e l s .   T h e  

i n t e r c o n n e c t e d   p a i r s   of  t a b s   c o n s t i t u t e   t h e   b a s e   of  t h e  

c o n t a i n e r .  

20  In  an  a l t e r n a t i v e   e m b o d i m e n t   of   t h e  

i n v e n t i o n ,   w h i c h   i s   n o t   i l l u s t r a t e d ,   t h e   bag  i s   made  i n  

t h e   f o r m   of   a  b e l l o w s   so  t h a t   i t   i s   a x i a l l y   e x p a n s i b l e  

and  c o n t r a c t i b l e .   The  c o n t a i n e r   c a n n o t   be  c o l l a p s e d  

w h i l e   t h e   b a g   i s   w i t h i n   i t   b u t ,   a f t e r   r e m o v i n g   t h e   b a g  

25  f r o m   t h e   c o n t a i n e r ,   b o t h   t he   bag  and  t he   c o n t a i n e r   c a n  

be  c o l l a p s e d .  
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C l a i m s   : 

1.  A  v a s e   c h a r a c t e r i s e d   in  t h a t   i t   c o m p r i s e s   a  

c o n t a i n e r   (1)  f o r m e d   of  l i g h t - w e i g h t   m a t e r i a l   a n d  

5  h a v i n g   an  o p e n   e n d   ( 3 ) ,   a  b a g   (7)  p o s i t i o n e d   i n   t h e  

c o n t a i n e r ,   t he   bag   b e i n g   f o r m e d   of  w a t e r p r o o f   m a t e r i a l  

and  h a v i n g   an  o p e n   m o u t h   (9)  p o s i t i o n e d   s u c h   t h a t ,   w h e n  

the   c o n t a i n e r   i s   a r r a n g e d   w i t h   the   open   end  u p p e r m o s t ,  

the   bag  (7)  s e r v e s   to  r e c e i v e   l i q u i d   i n t r o d u c e d   in  t h e  

10  c o n t a i n e r   t h r o u g h   t h e   o p e n   end  (3)  t h e r e o f .  

2.  A  v a s e   as  c l a i m e d   in  c l a i m   1,  c h a r a c t e r i s e d  

in  t h a t   the   bag  i s   p e r m a m e n t l y   s e c u r e d   a r o u n d   t h e   edge  * 

of  the   mouth   to  t h e   i n s i d e   of  the   c o n t a i n e r .  

1 5  

3.  A  v a s e   as  c l a i m e d   in  c l a i m   2,  c h a r a c t e r i s e d  

in  t h a t   the   bag  i s   of  p l a s t i c s   m a t e r i a l .  

4.  A  v a s e   as  c l a i m e d   in  c l a i m   2,  c h a r a c t e r i s e d  

20  in  t h a t   the   bag  i  s  of   m e t a l   f o i l .  

5.  A  v a s e   as  c l a i m e d   in  any  p r e c e d i n g   c l a i m ,  

c h a r a c t e r i s e d   in  t h a t   t he   c o n t a i n e r   w i t h   t he   bag   i n s i d e  

i t   is   c o l l a p s i b l e   f o r   s t o r a g e   p u r p o s e s .  

.25 
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6.  A  v a s e   as  c l a i m e d   in  any  p r e c e d i n g   c l a i m ,   i n  

w h i c h   t h e   c o n t a i n e r   i s   of  n o n - w a t e r p r o o f   p a p e r   o r  

c a r d b o a r d   or   s e l f - s u p p o r t i n g   p l a s t i c s   m a t e r i a l .  

5  7.  A  v a s e   as  c l a i m e d   in  c l a i m   6,  c h a r a c t e r i s e d  

in  t h a t   t he   c o n t a i n e r   has   a  p l u r a l i t y   of  c r e a s e s  

e x t e n d i n g   in  t h e   d i r e c t i o n   of  i t s   l e n g t h   and  a r r a n g e d  

to  d i v i d e   t he   c o n t a i n e r   i n t o   an  e v e n   n u m b e r   of  p a n e l s .  

10  8.  A  v a s e   as  c l a i m e d   in  c l a i m   7,  c h a r a c t e r i s e d  

in  t h a t   e a c h   p a n e l   has   a  h i n g e d   t a b   a t   one  end ,   t h e  

t a b s   b e i n g   s u c h   t h a t   t h e y   can  be  a r r a n g e d   i n  

i n t e r l o c k i n g   r e l a t i o n   to  fo rm  a  b a s e   f o r   t h e   c o n t a i n e r  

w h e n   t h e   c o n t a i n e r   i s   in  u s e   and  a r r a n g e d   in   n o n -  

15  i n t e r l o c k i n g   r e l a t i o n   when  the   c o n t a i n e r   i s   c o l l a p s e d .  

9.  A  v a s e   as  c l a i m e d   in  c l a i m   1,  c h a r a c t e r i s e d  

in  t h a t   t h e   bag   is   a x i a l l y   e x p a n s i b l e   and  c o n t r a c t i b l e  

and ,   on  r e m o v a l   of  t he   bag  f r o m   t h e   c o n t a i n e r ,   b o t h   t h e  

?0  c o n t a i n e r   and  t h e   bag  a r e   c o l l a p s i b l e   f o r   s t o r a g e  

p u r p o s e s .  

10.  A  v a s e   as  c l a i m e d   in  c l a i m   9,  c h a r a c t e r i s e d  

in  t h a t   t he   bag  i s   e x p a n s i b l e   and  c o n t r a c t i b l e   in  a 

25  b e l l o w s - l i k e   m a n n e r .  
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