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Description 

The  invention  relates  to  a  brick-shaped  block  of 
fat-containing  foodstuff  with  a  tacky  surface,  pack- 
aged  in  a  wrapper  of  flexible  packaging  material 
lying  directly  against  the  block,  which  wrapper  is 
lengthwise  wrapped  around  the  shortest  circum- 
ference  of  the  block  with  two  ends  loosely  overlap- 
ping  and  is  folded  up  at  the  two  opposite  smallest 
surfaces.  Such  a  product  is  generally  known,  for 
example  in  the  form  of  a  packet  of  margarine. 

In  this  specification  and  claims  a  "brick-shaped 
block"  means  a  rectangular  parallelepiped  having 
either  three  clearly  different  main  dimensions  or 
two  equal  smaller  dimensions  and  one  larger  main 
dimension.  Usually  the  former  is  the  preferred 
shape. 

In  the  above  description  of  the  prior  art  wrap- 
pers  the  expression  "loosely  overlapping"  is  in- 
tended  to  exclude  any  connection  between  the 
overlapping  ends  such  as  by  folding  around  each 
other  or  by  an  adhesive  bond. 

DE-C-310945  (BAHLSEN  :  1917)  relates  to  a 
package  comprising  a  brick-shaped  block  wrapped 
after  the  manner  of  a  normal  parcel,  with  each 
opposing  pair  of  overlapping  end-flaps  being  folded 
inwards  in  turn  against  a  smallest  face  of  the  block. 

US-A-3094420  (JOSEFOWICZ  :  1960)  relates 
to  a  package  wherein  one  end-flap  is  folded  against 
a  smallest  face  of  the  block,  followed  by  the  two 
opposed  flaps  adjacent  the  first  flap  and  finally 
followed  by  the  remaining  flap. 

DE-A-I586506  (BENZ  &  HILGERS  :  1967)  re- 
lates  to  a  package  wherein  one  elongated  end-flap 
is  folded  against  a  smallest  face  of  the  block,  to 
completely  cover  the  face,  followed  by  the  two 
opposed  flaps  adjacent  the  first  flap  and  finally 
followed  by  the  remaining  flap. 

DE-U-71  02287  (SIG  :  1971)  relates  to  a  pack- 
age  wrapped  by  folding,  in  turn,  each  of  the  pairs 
of  opposed  end-flaps  to  rest  against  a  largest  face 
of  the  block. 

Upon  opening  the  wrapper  it  appears  in  many 
cases  that  the  user  gets  greasy  fingers  or  that  the 
wrapper  tears  in  an  undesirable  manner.  Further  it 
appears  that,  after  opening  and  reclosing  the  wrap- 
per  a  number  of  times  in  order  to  remove  parts  of 
the  block  from  it,  the  remainder  is  in  an  unattractive 
state. 

The  invention  aims  at  easier  opening  of  the 
wrapper  and  at  diminishing  or  removing  said 
drawbacks. 

According  to  the  invention,  there  is  provided  a 
package  a  wrapper  enclosing  a  brick-shaped  block 
of  fat-containing  foodstuff,  the  foodstuff  having  a 
tacky  surface,  the  wrapper  comprising  a  sheet  of 
flexible  packaging  material  lying  immediately 
against  said  block,  said  sheet  having  two  wrapper 

ends  and  four  side  edge  flaps  and  being  wrapped 
around  the  shortest  circumference  of  said  block 
with  one  wrapper  end  loosely  overlapping  the  other 
wrapper  end  adjacent  of  the  side  surfaces  of  said 

5  block.characterised  in  that  said  side  surface  is  de- 
fined  by  a  largest  and  smallest  pair  of  edges  of 
said  block,  and  wherein  the  wrapper  is  folded  ^  
against  the  two  opposed  smallest  faces  of  the 
block  such  that  the  side  edge  flap  opposing  over- 

70  lapping  wrapper  ends  is  intercalated  between  the 
side  edge  flaps  which  lie  adjacent  the  largest  side 
surfaces  of  the  block. 

A  further  facilitation  of  this  opening  action  of 
the  wrapper  can  be  effected  if 

75  a)  the  side  edges  of  the  innermost  end  of  both 
overlapping  ends  are  first  folded  against  the 
opposite  smallest  surfaces  of  the  block, 
b)  subsequently  the  side  edges  of  the  part  of 
the  wrapper  immediately  adjoining  this  inner- 

20  most  end  of  the  overlapping  ends  thereof, 
c)  thereafter  the  side  edges  of  the  following  part 
and 
d)  finally  the  side  edges  of  the  part  immediately 
adjoining  the  outermost  of  the  overlapping  ends 

25  of  the  wrapper  are  folded  against  these  smallest 
surfaces  of  the  block,  while 
e)  the  side  edges  of  the  outermost  end  of  the 
overlapping  ends  of  the  wrapper  are  folded 
against  the  smallest  surfaces  after  operation  a) 

30  but  before  operation  d). 
Initiating  the  opening  of  the  wrapper  is  particu- 

larly  facilitated  if  the  edge  of  the  innermost  of  the 
overlapping  ends  practically  coincides  with  one  of 
the  largest  edges  of  the  block.  Moreover,  in  prac- 

35  tice,  in  this  way  less  oil  exudation  between  the 
overlapping  ends  is  observed. 

The  removal  of  the  innermost  of  the  overlap- 
ping  ends  and  the  separation  of  parts  of  the  block 
can  also  be  facilitated  further  if  at  least  the  largest 

40  part  of  the  innermost  of  the  overlapping  ends, 
which  is  lying  against  a  side  surface  that  is  defined 
by  a  largest  and  a  smallest  edge  of  the  block,  and 
the  adjoining  part  of  the  wrapper  that  is  lying 
against  one  of  the  largest  surfaces  of  the  block  are 

45  strengthened  with  respect  to  the  remaining  part  of 
the  wrapper.  As  a  result,  the  risk  of  damaging  of 
the  wrapper  when  cutting  off  a  part  of  the  block  is 
also  lessened. 

These  parts  are  in  particular  strengthened 
50  owing  to  a  layer  of  material  being  attached  thereto. 

In  an  advantageous  and  relatively  cheap  embodi- 
ment,  the  layer  of  strengthening  material  consists 
of  grease-proof  paper  or  board.  A  simple  manner  '  y  
of  applying  the  layer  of  strengthening  material  *" 

55  comprises  printing  the  material  of  the  wrapper  with 
a  fluid  form  of  the  strengthening  material,  for  exam- 
ple  a  melt,  a  plastisol  or  a  solution  thereof. 

The  invention  will  hereafter  be  explained  in 
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:onnection  with  the  drawings. 
Fig.  1  and  2  show  two  embodiments  of  blocks 
packaged  in  a  wrapper  in  accordance  with  the 
invention. 
Fig.  3  shows  the  successive  operations  of  apply- 
ing  the  wrapper. 
Fig.  4  shows  a  wrapper  having  indicated  therein 
the  position  of  the  folding  lines  and  of  any 
possible  strengthenings. 

In  Figures  1-3  a  brick-shaped  block  of  fat- 
;ontaining  foodstuff  1  is  shown,  packaged  in  a 
vrapper  2  of  a  suitable,  flexible  packaging  material. 
3y  "brick-shaped  block"  is  meant  a  rectangular 
Darallelepiped  with  a  rectangular  or  square  cross- 
section.  In  Figure  3  it  is  shown  how  a  rectangular 
vrapper  2  is  applied  around  the  block  1  :  first  the 
vrapper  is  wrapped  around  the  smallest  circum- 
erence  of  the  block,  one  end  3  being  applied 
against  one  of  the  side  surfaces  4  of  the  block  1  , 
which  side  surfaces  are  defined  by  a  largest  5  and 
a  smallest  edge  6  of  the  block,  while  the  edge  7  of 
:hat  end  3  practically  coincides  with  one  of  the 
argest  edges  5  of  the  block. 

After  the  wrapper  is  wrapped  like  a  cylinder 
around  the  smallest  circumference  of  the  block, 
with  one  end  8  overlapping  the  opposite  end  3, 
subsequently  both  side  edges  9  of  the  innermost 
3nd  3  of  both  overlapping  ends  3,  8  are  folded 
against  the  smallest  surfaces  10  of  the  block  1 
which  are  lying  opposite  each  other,  as  indicated 
by  the  arrow  I  in  Figure  3.  Subsequently  the  side 
sdges  11  of  the  part  12  immediately  adjoining  this 
innermost  end  3  of  the  overlapping  ends  of  the 
wrapper  are  folded  in  the  direction  of  the  arrow  II 
against  said  smallest  surfaces  10.  Thereafter  the 
side  edges  13  of  the  following  part  14  are  folded  in 
the  direction  of  the  arrow  III  against  those  smallest 
surfaces  and  finally  the  side  edges  15  of  the  part 
16  immediately  adjoining  the  outermost  end  8  of 
the  overlapping  ends  of  the  wrapper  are  folded 
against  those  smallest  surfaces  (arrow  IV).  The  side 
edges  17  of  the  outermost  end  8  of  the  overlapping 
ends  are  folded,  after  operation  a)  but  before  op- 
eration  d),  against  the  smallest  surfaces  10  of  the 
block  1  (see  arrow  IA  in  Fig.  3). 

If  operation  e)  is  carried  out  immediately  after 
operation  a),  the  situation  shown  in  Figure  1  arises, 
while  when  this  is  carried  out  after  operation  b),  the 
situation  shown  in  Figure  2  arises. 

In  Figure  4  a  spread  wrapper  2  is  shown  with 
the  folding  lines  arising  from  the  folding  described 
above.  The  relative  location  of  the  different  parts  is 
indicated  with  reference  numbers. 

At  the  same  time  it  is  indicated  with  hatching  in 
Figure  4  which  parts  3,  12  can  be  strengthened 
with  respect  to  the  remaining  part  of  the  wrapper, 
so  that  when  parts  of  the  block  are  cut  off,  there 
will  be  less  chance  of  damaging  the  wrapper  and 

that  at  tne  same  Time  tne  removal  Trom  ine  uiuuk  i 
of  the  innermost  end  3  of  the  overlapping  ends  is 
facilitated. 

5 

Claims 

1.  A  package  comprising  a  wrapper  enclosing  a 
o  brick-shaped  block  (10)  of  fat-containing  food- 

stuff,  the  foodstuff  having  a  tacky  surface,  the 
wrapper  comprising  a  sheet  of  flexible  pack- 
aging  material  lying  immediately  against  said 
block,  said  sheet  having  two  wrapper  ends 

'5  (3,8)  and  four  side  edge  flaps  (11,13,15  and 
17)  and  being  wrapped  around  the  shortest 
circumference  of  said  block  with  one  wrapper 
end  (8)  loosely  overlapping  the  other  wrapper 
end  (3)  adjacent  of  the  side  surfaces  (4)  of 

20  said  block,  characterised  in  that  said  side  sur- 
face  is  defined  by  a  largest  and  smallest  pair 
of  edges  of  said  block,  and  wherein  the  wrap- 
per  is  folded  against  the  two  opposed  smallest 
faces  of  the  block  such  that  the  side  edge  flap 

25  (13)  opposing  overlapping  wrapper  ends  (3,8) 
is  intercalated  between  the  side  edge  flaps 
(11,15)  which  lie  adjacent  the  largest  side  sur- 
faces  (12,16)  of  the  block. 

30  2.  Package  according  to  claim  1  ,  characterized  in 
that 

a)  the  side  edges  (9)  of  the  innermost  end 
(3)  of  both  overlapping  ends  (3,  8)  are  first 
folded  against  the  opposite  smallest  sur- 

35  faces  (10)  of  the  block  (1), 
b)  subsequently  the  side  edges  (11)  of  the 
part  (12)  thereof  immediately  adjoining  this 
innermost  end  (3)  of  the  overlapping  ends 
of  the  wrapper, 

40  c)  thereafter  the  side  edges  (13)  of  the 
following  part  (14)  and 
d)  finally  the  side  edges  (15)  of  the  part  (16) 
immediately  adjoining  the  outermost  end  (8) 
of  the  overlapping  ends  of  the  wrapper  (2) 

45  are  folded  against  these  smallest  surfaces 
of  the  block,  while 
e)  the  side  edges  (17)  of  the  outermost  end 
(8)  of  the  overlapping  ends  are  folded 
against  the  smallest  surfaces  after  operation 

so  a)  but  before  operation  d). 

3.  Package  according  to  claim  1  or  2,  character- 
ized  in  that  the  edge  (7)  of  the  innermost  end 
(3)  of  the  overlapping  ends  practically  coin- 

55  cides  with  one  of  the  largest  edges  (5)  of  the 
block. 

4.  Package  according  to  claim  1,  2  or  3,  char- 

3 



5 EP  0  216  408  B1 8 

acterized  in  that  at  least  the  largest  part  of  the 
innermost  end  (3)  of  the  overlapping  ends, 
which  is  lying  against  a  side  surface  (4)  that  is 
defined  by  a  largest  and  a  smallest  edge  of 
the  block  (1),  and  the  adjoining  part  (12)  of  the 
wrapper  (2)  which  is  lying  against  one  of  the 
largest  surfaces  of  the  block  are  strengthened 
with  respect  to  the  remaining  part  of  the  wrap- 
per. 

5.  Package  according  to  claim  4,  characterized  in 
that  the  parts  are  strengthened  owing  to  a 
layer  of  material  being  attached  to  it. 

6.  Package  according  to  claim  5,  characterized  in 
that  the  layer  of  strengthening  material  is 
greaseproof  paper  or  board. 

7.  Package  according  to  claim  5,  characterized  in 
that  the  layer  of  strengthening  material  is  ap- 
plied  by  printing  with  a  fluid  form  thereof. 

Revendications 

1.  Un  emballage  renfermant  un  bloc  en  forme  de 
brique  (1)  d'un  produit  alimentaire  contenant 
de  la  matiere  grasse,  le  produit  alimentaire 
ayant  une  surface  collante,  I'emballage  com- 
prenant  une  feuille  de  materiau  d'emballage 
souple  reposant  directement  sur  ledit  bloc,  la- 
dite  feuille  ayant  deux  extremites  d'emballage 
(3,8)  et  quatre  rabats  de  cote  lateraux  (11,  13, 
15  et  17),  et  etant  emballee  autour  du  plus 
petit  pourtour  dudit  bloc,  avec  Tune  des  extre- 
mites  de  I'emballage  (8)  chevauchant  lache- 
ment  I'autre  extremite  de  I'emballage  (3)  qui 
est  adjacente  aux  surfaces  laterales  (4)  dudit 
bloc,  caracterise  en  ce  que  ladite  surface  late- 
rale  est  definie  par  une  plus  grande  et  une 
plus  petite  paire  de  bords  dudit  bloc,  et  dans 
lequel  I'emballage  est  replie  sur  les  deux  faces 
opposees  les  plus  petites  du  bloc  de  telle 
sorte  que  le  rabat  de  bord  lateral  (13)  oppose 
aux  extremites  d'emballage  se  chevauchant 
(3,8),  est  intercale  entre  les  rabats  de  bord 
lateraux  (11,15)  qui  sont  adjacents  aux  surfa- 
ces  laterales  (12,16)  les  plus  grandes  du  bloc. 

2.  L'emballage  selon  la  Revendication  1  ,  caracte- 
rise  en  ce  que: 

a)  les  bords  lateraux  (9)  de  I'extremite  la 
plus  a  I'interieur  (3)  des  deux  extremites  se 
chevauchant  (3,  8)  sont  d'abord  replies  sur  les 
surfaces  opposees  les  plus  petites  (1  0)  du  bloc 
(1). 

b)  ensuite,  les  bords  lateraux  (11)  de  sa 
partie  (12)  qui  est  directement  a  cote  de  cette 

partie  la  plus  a  I'interieur  (3)  des  extremites  se 
chevauchant, 

c)  ensuite  les  bords  lateraux  (13)  de  la 
partie  (14)  suivante,  et 

5  d)  finalement,  les  bords  lateraux  (15)  de  la 
partie  (16)  qui  est  directement  a  cote  de  la 
partie  la  plus  a  I'exterieur  (8)  des  extremites  se 
chevauchant  de  I'emballage  (2),  sont  replies 
sur  ces  surfaces  les  plus  petites  du  bloc,  pen- 

w  dant  que 
(e)  les  bords  lateraux  (17)  de  I'extremite  la 

plus  a  I'exterieur  (8)  des  extremites  se  chevau- 
chant  de  I'emballage,  sont  replies  sur  les  sur- 
faces  les  plus  petites  apres  I'operation  a)  mais 

15  avant  I'operation  d). 

3.  L'emballage  selon  la  Revendication  1  ou  2, 
caracterise  en  ce  que  le  bord  (7)  de  I'extremite 
la  plus  a  I'interieur  (3)  des  extremites  se  che- 

20  vauchant  coincide  pratiquement  avec  I'un  des 
bords  les  plus  grands  (5)  du  bloc. 

4.  L'emballage  selon  la  Revendication  1,  2  ou  3, 
caracterise  en  ce  qu'au  moins  la  partie  la  plus 

25  grande  de  I'extremite  la  plus  a  I'interieur  (3) 
des  extremites  se  chevauchant  qui  repose  sur 
une  surface  laterale  (4)  qui  est  definie  par  un 
des  bords  les  plus  grands  et  un  des  bords  les 
plus  petits  du  bloc  (1),  et  la  partie  a  cote  (12) 

30  de  l'emballage  (2)  qui  repose  sur  I'une  des 
surfaces  les  plus  grandes  du  bloc,  sont  renfor- 
cees  par  rapport  a  la  partie  d'emballage  res- 
tante. 

35  5.  L'emballage  selon  la  Revendication  4,  caracte- 
rise  en  ce  que  les  parties  sont  renforcees 
grace  a  une  couche  de  materiau  qui  lui  est 
attachee. 

40  6.  L'emballage  selon  la  Revendication  5,  caracte- 
rise  en  ce  que  la  couche  de  materiau  de 
renfort  est  un  papier  ou  un  carton  impermeable 
a  la  matiere  grasse. 

45  7.  L'emballage  selon  la  Revendication  5,  caracte- 
rise  en  ce  que  la  couche  de  materiau  de 
renfort  est  appliquee  en  imprimant  une  forme 
liquide  de  celle-ci. 

50 
Anspruche 

1.  Verpackung,  umfassend  ein  Deckbiatt,  das  ei- 
nen  backsteinformigen  Block  (1)  eines  fetthalti- 

55  gen  Lebensmittels  mit  einer  klebrigen  Oberfla- 
che  umhullt  und  das  einen  Bogen  eines  bieg- 
samen  Verpackungsmaterials,  das  diesem 
Block  unmittelbar  anliegt,  umfafit,  wobei  der 

4 
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Bogen  zwei  Deckblattenden  (3,8)  und  vier  bei- 
tenkantenklappen  (11,13,15  und  17)  aufweist 
und  um  den  geringsten  Umfang  des  Blockes 
mit  einem  Deckblattende  (8),  das  das  andere, 
den  Seitenflachen  (4)  des  Blockes  benachbarte  s 
Deckblattende  (3)  lose  uberlappt,  geschlagen 
ist,  dadurch  gekennzeichnet,  da/3  die  Seitenfla- 
che  durch  das  breiteste  und  schmalste  Kanten- 
paar  des  Blockes  definiert  wird  und  worin  das 
Deckblatt  gegen  die  beiden  gegeniiberliegen-  10 
den,  schmalsten  Seiten  des  Blockes  in  solcher 
Weise  gefaltet  ist,  da/3  die  den  uberlappenden 
Deckblattenden  (3,8)  gegenuberliegende  Sei- 
tenkantenklappe  (13)  sich  zwischen  die  Sei- 
tenkantenklappen  (11,15)  schiebt,  die  den  brei-  15 
testen  Seitenflachen  (12,16)  des  Blockes  anlie- 
gen. 

!.  Verpackung  gema/3  Anspruch  1,  dadurch  ge- 
kennzeichnet,  da/3  20 

a)  die  Seitenkanten  (9)  des  am  weitesten 
innen  liegenden  Endes  (3)  der  beiden  uber- 
lappenden  Enden  (3,8)  zuerst  gegen  die 
gegenuberliegenden,  schmalsten  Flachen 
(10)  des  Blockes  (1)  gefaltet  werden,  25 
b)  anschlie/Send  die  Seitenkanten  (11)  von 
dessen  Teil  (12),  der  diesem  innersten 
Ende  (3)  der  uberlappenden  Enden  des 
Deckblattes  unmittelbar  benachbart  ist, 
c)  danach  die  Seitenkanten  (13)  des  folgen-  30 
den  Teils  (14)  und 
d)  schlie/3lich  die  Seitenkanten  (15)  des 
Teils  (16),  der  dem  au/3ersten  Ende  (8)  der 
uberlappenden  Enden  des  Deckblattes  (2) 
unmittelbar  benachbart  ist,  gegen  die  35 
schmalsten  Flachen  des  Blockes  gefaltet 
werden,  wahrend 
e)  nach  dem  Arbeitsgang  a),  jedoch  vor 
dem  Arbeitsgang  d),  die  Seitenkanten  (17) 
des  am  weitesten  au/3en  liegenden  Endes  40 
(8)  der  uberlappenden  Enden  gegen  die 
schmalsten  Flachen  gefaltet  werden. 

Dreitesten  nacnen  aes  DiucKtss  ctiiiieyi,  m  qb- 
zug  zum  restlichen  Teil  des  Deckblattes  ver- 
starkt  sind. 

.  Verpackung  gema/3  Anspruch  4,  dadurch  ge- 
kennzeichnet,  dafi  die  Teile  durch  eine  Schicht 
eines  daran  anhaftenden  Materials  verstarkt 
sind. 

;.  Verpackung  gema/3  Anspruch  5,  dadurch  ge- 
kennzeichnet,  dafi  die  Schicht  des  Verstar- 
kungsmaterials  Pergamentpapier  oder  Karton 
ist. 

'.  Verpackung  gema/3  Anspruch  5,  dadurch  ge- 
kennzeichnet,  da/3  die  Schicht  des  Verstar- 
kungsmaterials  durch  Bedrucken  mit  einer  flui- 
den  Form  desselben  aufgebracht  worden  ist. 

3.  Verpackung  gema/3  Anspruch  1  Oder  2,  da- 
durch  gekennzeichnet,  da/3  die  Kante  (7)  des  45 
am  weitesten  innen  liegenden  Endes  (3)  der 
uberlappenden  Enden  im  wesentlichen  mit  ei- 
ner  der  breitesten  Kanten  (5)  des  Blockes 
ubereinstimmt. 

50 
4.  Verpackung  gema/3  Anspruch  1  ,  2  oder  3,  da- 

durch  gekennzeichnet,  dafi  mindestens  der 
breiteste  Teil  des  am  weitesten  innen  liegen- 
den  Endes  (3)  der  uberlappenden  Enden,  der 
einer  Seitenflache  (4),  die  durch  eine  breiteste  55 
und  eine  schmalste  Kante  des  Blockes  (1) 
definiert  wird,  anliegt,  und  der  anschlie/3ende 
Teil  (12)  des  Deckblattes  (2),  der  einer  der 
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