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Cleaning  or  like  product. 

@  A  device  for  containing  and  applying  a  product  comprises 
a  container  (5),  a  quantity  of  product  (8)  to  be  dispensed  locat- 
ed  within  the  container,  an  applicator  (10)  removably  located 
within  the  container  and  having  an  absorbant  face  (1  1  )  in  con- 
tact  with  the  product  in  the  container,  and  a  detachable  cover 
member  (9)  engageable  over  the  mouth  of  the  container  to 
close  the  container  in  an  airtight  manner.  The  container  prefer- 
ably  comprises  a  tray  (5)  formed  from  plastics  material  having 
a  base  to  accommodate  the  product  to  be  dispensed  and  an 
open  top  (6)  closable  by  a  cover  member  in  the  form  of  a  flex- 
ible  sheet  sealingly  engaged  with  the  container  around  its 
edges  (7). 
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C l e a n i n g   or  L ike   P r o d u c t  

This   i n v e n t i o n   r e l a t e s   to  d e v i c e s   fo r   c o n t a i n i n g  

and  d i s p e n s i n g   p r o d u c t s   in  l i q u i d   or  p a s t e   form  in  t h e  

n a t u r e   of  c l e a n i n g ,   r e f u r b i s h i n g ,   p o l i s h i n g   or  l i k e  

p r e p a r a t i o n s .  

I t   has  p r e v i o u s l y   been  p r o p o s e d   to  i n c o r p o r a t e   a 

l i q u i d   c l e a n i n g   p r o d u c t   i n t o   a  p o r o u s   m a t e r i a l   by  

i m p r e g n a t i n g   the   m a t e r i a l   w i t h   the   l i q u i d   p r o d u c t .   The  

p o r o u s   m a t e r i a l   t h e n   a c t s   as  an  a p p l i c a t o r   from  w h i c h  

the   i m p r e g n a t e d   p r o d u c t   is   r e l e a s e d   by  a  w i p i n g   o r  

s i m i l a r   a c t i o n .   Such  p r e v i o u s l y   p r o p o s e d   d e v i c e s  

h o w e v e r   have  c e r t a i n   l i m i t a t i o n s .   The  p r o d u c t s   w h i c h  

can  be  i m p r e g n a t e d   a re   l i m i t e d   to  t h o s e   h a v i n g   a 

v i s c o s i t y   e n a b l i n g   the   p r o d u c t   to  be  h e l d   w i t h i n   t h e  

p o r o u s   c a r r i e r .   The  t e c h n i q u e   c a n n o t   be  e m p l o y e d   i n  

r e l a t i o n   to  p r o d u c t s   wh ich   w i l l   e v a p o r a t e   when  s t o r e d  

ove r   a  p e r i o d   of  t ime   and  t h e r e   is  l i t t l e   c o n t r o l   o v e r  

the   r a t e   at  which   the   p r o d u c t   is  d i s p e n s e d .  

It   is  an  o b j e c t   of  the   p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n   t o  

p r o v i d e   a  d e v i c e   by  means  of  which   t h e s e   d i s a d v a n t a g e s  

a re   o b v i a t e d   or  m i t i g a t e d .  

The  i n v e n t i o n   p r o v i d e s   a  d e v i c e   fo r   c o n t a i n i n g   a n d  

a p p l y i n g   a  p r o d u c t   c o m p r i s i n g   a  c o n t a i n e r ,   a  q u a n t i t y   o f  
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p r o d u c t   to  be  d i s p e n s e d   l o c a t e d   w i t h i n   the   c o n t a i n e r ,   a n  

a p p l i c a t o r   r e m o v a b l y   l o c a t e d   w i t h i n   the   c o n t a i n e r   a n d  

h a v i n g   an  a b s o r b a n t   f a c e   t h e r e o f   in  c o n t a c t   w i t h   t h e  

p r o d u c t   in  the   c o n t a i n e r ,   and  a  d e t a c h a b l e   c o v e r   m e m b e r  

e n g a g e a b l e   ove r   the   mouth  of  the   c o n t a i n e r   to  c l o s e   s a m e  

in  an  a i r t i g h t   m a n n e r .   In  use  of  the   p r o d u c t   the   c o v e r  

is   r e m o v e d   e n a b l i n g   the   a p p l i c a t o r   to  be  w i t h d r a w n   a n d  

p r o d u c t   c a r r i e d   by  the   a b s o r b a n t   s u r f a c e   t h e r e o f   a p p l i e d  

to  a  s u r f a c e   or  the   l i k e   to  be  c l e a n e d .   The  a p p l i c a t o r  

may  be  r e - i n s e r t e d   i n t o   the   c o n t a i n e r   to  p i c k   up  m o r e  

p r o d u c t   as  d e s i r e d   from  the   s u p p l y   w i t h i n   t he   c o n t a i n e r .  

The  c o v e r   member  may  be  r e - s e a l a b l e   in  an  a i r t i g h t  

manner   or  t he   p r o d u c t   may  be  d e s i g n e d   to  be  d i s c a r d e d  

a f t e r   u s e .  

The  c o n t a i n e r   p r e f e r a b l y   c o m p r i s e s   a  t r a y   f o r m e d  

from  p l a s t i c s   m a t e r i a l   h a v i n g   a  ba se   a d a p t e d   t o  

a c c o m m o d a t e   t he   p r o d u c t   to  be  d i s p e n s e d   and  an  open  t o p  

c l o s a b l e   by  s a i d   c o v e r   member .   The  c o v e r   member  may 

a d v a n t a g e o u s l y   c o m p r i s e   f l e x i b l e   s h e e t   m a t e r i a l  

s e a l i n g l y   e n g a g e d   w i t h   the   c o n t a i n e r   a r o u n d   the   e d g e s   o f  

s a i d   o p e n i n g   to  form  an  a i r t i g h t   e n c l o s u r e .   S e a l i n g   may 

be  e f f e c t e d   by  means  of  p r e s s u r e   s e n s i t i v e   a d h e s i v e .  

P r e f e r a b l y   the   a p p l i c a t o r   c o m p r i s e s   a  pad  o f  

r e s i l i e n t   m a t e r i a l   h a v i n g   a  h e i g h t   s l i g h t l y   g r e a t e r   t h a n  
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the   d e p t h   of  the   c o n t a i n e r   w h e r e b y   on  r e m o v a l   of  s a i d  

c o v e r   the   i n h e r e n t   r e s i l i e n c e   of  the   pad  c a u s e s   same  t o  

r i s e   s l i g h t l y   b e y o n d   the   mouth  of  the   c o n t a i n e r   t o  

e n a b l e   i t   to  be  g r i p p e d   by  a  u s e r .   A d v a n t a g e o u s l y   t h e  

pad  c o m p r i s e s   a  main  body  p o r t i o n   of  r e l a t i v e l y   f l e x i b l e  

foamed  p l a s t i c s   m a t e r i a l   and  a  g r i p   p o r t i o n   of  l e s s  

f l e x i b l e   m a t e r i a l   to  f a c i l i t a t e   h a n d l i n g   and  p r e v e n t  

p r o d u c t   from  m i g r a t i n g   t h r o u g h   the   f l e x i b l e   foam  i n t o  

c o n t a c t   w i t h   the   u s e r ' s   h a n d .  

The  ba se   of  the   t r a y   may  a d v a n t a g e o u s l y   b e  

p r o v i d e d   w i t h   a  p a t t e r n   of  r e c e s s e s   g r o o v e s   or  the   l i k e  

to  a c c o m m o d a t e   the   c l e a n i n g   or  l i k e   p r o d u c t   and  r e s t r a i n  

same  from  m i g r a t i n g   or  f l o w i n g   a c r o s s   the   ba se   of  t h e  

c o n t a i n e r .   The  p r o d u c t   i s   p r e f e r a b l y   in  p a s t e ,   c r eam  o r  

o t h e r   v i s c o u s   f o r m .  

An  e m b o d i m e n t   of  the   i n v e n t i o n   w i l l   now  b e  

d e s c r i b e d ,   by  way  of  e x a m p l e   o n l y ,   w i t h   r e f e r e n c e   to  t h e  

a c c o m p a n y i n g   d i a g r a m m a t i c   d r a w i n g s ,   in  w h i c h :  

F i g .   1  is   a  p e r s p e c t i v e   view  of  a  d e v i c e   a c c o r d i n g  

to  the   i n v e n t i o n   in  i t s   c l o s e d   and  s e a l e d   c o n d i t i o n ;   a n d  

F i g .   2  is  a  p e r s p e c t i v e   view  s h o w i n g   the   c o n t a i n e r  

in  i t s   open  p o s i t i o n   and  the   a p p l i c a t o r   r e m o v e d .  



-  4  -  0 2 1 8 3 7 1  

R e f e r r i n g   to  t he   d r a w i n g s   the   d e v i c e   c o m p r i s e s   a 

c o n t a i n e r   in  the   form  of  a  m o u l d e d   p l a s t i c   body  5  in  t h e  

n a t u r e   of  a  t r a y   h a v i n g   an  o p e n i n g   6  at  i t s   u p p e r   e n d  

s u r r o u n d e d   by  o u t w a r d l y   d i r e c t e d   f l a n g e d   p o r t i o n s   7 

i n t e g r a l   w i t h   the   body  5.  A  c l e a n i n g   or  p o l i s h i n g  

p r o d u c t   in  v i s c o u s   or  p a s t y   form  8  is   a p p l i e d   ove r   t h e  

base   of  the   t r a y   and  the   o p e n i n g   6  is  s e a l e d   by  a 

c l o s u r e   member  9  in  the   form  of  a  f l e x i b l e   s h e e t   o f  

m e t a l i z e d   p a p e r   the   e d g e s   of  which   in  t he   c l o s e d  

p o s i t i o n   shown  in  F i g .   1  a re   a d h e r e d   to  the   f l a n g e s   7  o f  

the   base   5 .  

W i t h i n   the   t r a y   5  is   an  a p p l i c a t o r   d e v i c e   in  t h e  

form  of  a  pad  10  ( F i g .   2)  h a v i n g   a  main  body  p o r t i o n   11 

of  f l e x i b l e   foamed  p l a s t i c s   m a t e r i a l   and  a  g r i p   p o r t i o n  

12  of  f i r m e r   p l a s t i c s   m a t e r i a l .   The  h e i g h t   of  t h e  

a p p l i c a t o r   pad  10  i s   s l i g h t l y   g r e a t e r   t h a n   the   i n t e r n a l  

h e i g h t   of  t he   body  5  such   t h a t   when  the   c l o s u r e   member  9 

is   r e m o v e d   the   r e s i l i e n c e   of  t he   a p p l i c a t o r   c a u s e s   t h e  

g r i p   p o r t i o n   12  to  be  p r o j e c t e d   out   of  the   mouth  of  t h e  

c o n t a i n e r   to  f a c i l i t a t e   g r i p p i n g   by  a  u s e r .   When 

l o c a t e d   w i t h i n   the   c o n t a i n e r   the   l o w e r   s u r f a c e   of  t h e  

a p p l i c a t o r   p o r t i o n   11  r e m o t e   from  the   g r i p   p o r t i o n   12 

c o n t a c t s   the   u p p e r   s u r f a c e   of  the   p r o d u c t   8  l o c a t e d  

w i t h i n   t he   ba se   of  the   t r a y   and  a  q u a n t i t y   of  t he   l a t t e r  

is   t h e r e b y   p i c k e d   up  by  the   a p p l i c a t o r   pad .   The  ba se   o f  

the   t r a y   i s   f o rmed   w i t h   a  s e r i e s   of  p a r a l l e l   g r o o v e s   o r  
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r e c e s s e s   ( n o t   v i s i b l e   in  the   d r a w i n g s )   to  p r e v e n t  

m i g r a t i o n   of  the   p r o d u c t   a c r o s s   t he   b a s e .  

.  In  use  the   d e v i c e   is   s u p p l i e d   in  i t s   s e a l e d  

c o n d i t i o n   which   r e n d e r s   t he   c o n t a i n e r   a i r t i g h t   a n d  

p r e v e n t s   e v a p o r a t i o n   of  the   c l e a n i n g   p r e p a r a t i o n  

c o n t a i n e d   w i t h i n   i t .   When  i t   i s   d e s i r e d   to  use  t h e  

p r o d u c t   the   c l o s u r e   member  9  is   p u l l e d   back  to  r e v e a l  

the   a p p l i c a t o r   which   r i s e s   t h r o u g h   the   o p e n i n g   6  due  t o  

r e m o v a l   of  the   c o m p r e s s i v e   f o r c e   a p p l i e d   by  the   c l o s u r e  

member  and  can  t h e n   be  r e m o v e d   from  the   t r a y   and  u sed   i n  

the   n a t u r e   of  a  s p o n g e   or  pad  to  a p p l y   the   c l e a n i n g  

p r o d u c t   8  to  a  s u r f a c e   to  be  c l e a n e d .   The  a p p l i c a t o r  

may  be  r e - i n t r o d u c e d   i n t o   t he   t r a y   as  r e q u i r e d   to  p i c k  

up  more  c l e a n i n g   p r e p a r a t i o n .   Once  the   c l e a n i n g  

o p e r a t i o n   has  been  c o m p l e t e d   the   d e v i c e   i s   d i s c a r d e d .  

A l t e r n a t i v e l y   the   c o v e r   may  be  a r r a n g e d   to  b e  

r e - s e a l a b l e   in  o r d e r   to  p e r m i t   r e - u s e   of  the   d e v i c e  

w h i l e   m a i n t a i n i n g   an  a i r t i g h t   s e a l   b e t w e e n   p e r i o d s   o f  

use  . 

The  d e v i c e   is   p a r t i c u l a r l y   s u i t a b l e   for   use  i n  

c o n n e c t i o n   w i t h   c l e a n i n g   o p e r a t i o n s   where   a 

p r e d e t e r m i n e d   known  q u a n t i t y   of-  c l e a n i n g   p r e p a r a t i o n   i s  

l i k e l y   to  be  r e q u i r e d .   One  e x a m p l e   is   in  t h e  

r e f u r b i s h i n g   of  p l a s t i c   v e h i c l e   b u m p e r s   where   a 
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r e l a t i v e l y   s m a l l   q u a n t i t y   of  c l e a n i n g   p r o d u c t   i s  

s u f f i c i e n t   to  t r e a t   the   b u m p e r s   of  one  v e h i c l e .   A 

s i n g l e   d e v i c e   of  the   k ind   d e s c r i b e d   may  t h u s   b e  

p u r c h a s e d ,   u t i l i z e d   fo r   t h i s   p u r p o s e   and  t h e n   d i s c a r d e d .  

This   a v o i d s   the   need  to  p u r c h a s e   a  g r e a t e r   q u a n t i t y   o f  

c l e a n e r   p r o d u c t   t h a n   i s   n e c e s s a r y ,   in  a d d i t i o n   to  w h i c h  

the   d e v i c e ,   b e i n g   in  t he   n a t u r e   of  bo th   a  c o n t a i n e r   a n d  

an  a p p l i c a t o r ,   is   s e l f   c o n t a i n e d   and  i t   i s   not   n e c e s s a r y  

to  a c q u i r e   or  p u r c h a s e   s e p a r a t e   c l o t h s   or  the   l i k e   t o  

a p p l y   the   c l e a n i n g   or  r e f u r b i s h i n g   p r e p a r a t i o n   as  h a s  

been  n e c e s s a r y   h i t h e r t o .   The  d e v i c e   c o u l d   a l t e r n a t i v e l y  

c o n t a i n ,   fo r   e x a m p l e ,   a  c l e a n e r   fo r   h o r s e s   h o o v e s .  

V a r i o u s   m o d i f i c a t i o n s   may  be  made  w i t h o u t  

d e p a r t i n g   from  the   i n v e n t i o n .   For  e x a m p l e   the   s h a p e   a n d  

s i z e   of  t he   c o n t a i n e r   or  t r a y   may  be  v a r i e d   as  d e s i r e d  

and  a b s o r b a n t   a p p l i c a t o r s   o t h e r   t h a n   foamed  p l a s t i c s  

m a t e r i a l   may  be  e m p l o y e d .   The  l i d   of  the   c o n t a i n e r   may 

be  of  d i f f e r e n t   c o n s t r u c t i o n   p r o v i d e d   i t   is   c a p a b l e   o f  

b e i n g   s e a l i n g l y   e n g a g e d   w i t h   the   c o n t a i n e r   body  t o  

p r o v i d e   an  a i r t i g h t   s e a l   and  p r e v e n t   e v a p o r a t i o n   of  t h e  

c l e a n i n g   p r o d u c t .   The  i n v e n t i o n   may  a l s o   be  used   i n  

c o n j u n c t i o n   w i t h   a  wide  v a r i e t y   of  c l e a n i n g ,   p o l i s h i n g  

r e f u r b i s h i n g   or  l i k e   p r o d u c t s   in  p a s t e ,   c ream  or  o t h e r  

v i s c o u s   f o r m .  
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W h i l s t   e n d e a v o u r i n g   in  the   f o r e g o i n g   s p e c i f i c a t i o n  

to  draw  a t t e n t i o n   to  t h o s e   f e a t u r e s   of  the   i n v e n t i o n  

b e l i e v e d   to  be  of  p a r t i c u l a r   i m p o r t a n c e   i t   s h o u l d   b e  

u n d e r s t o o d   t h a t   the   A p p l i c a n t   c l a i m s   p r o t e c t i o n   i n  

r e s p e c t   of  any  p a t e n t a b l e   f e a t u r e   or  c o m b i n a t i o n   o f  

f e a t u r e s   h e r e i n b e f o r e   r e f e r r e d   to  a n d / o r   shown  in  t h e  

d r a w i n g s   w h e t h e r   or  not   p a r t i c u l a r   e m p h a s i s   has  b e e n  

p l a c e d   t h e r e o n .  



o  -  ^  l o o   f  I 

■  AIMS  ; 

A  d e v i c e   fo r   c o n t a i n i n g   and  a p p l y i n g   a  p r o d u c t  

l a r a c t e r i s e d   in  t h a t   i t   c o m p r i s e s   a  c o n t a i n e r   ( 5 ) ,   a 

j a n t i t y   of  p r o d u c t   (8)  to  be  d i s p e n s e d   l o c a t e d   w i t h i n  

he  c o n t a i n e r ,   an  a p p l i c a t o r   (10)   r e m o v a b l y   l o c a t e d  

i t h i n   t he   c o n t a i n e r   and  h a v i n g   an  a b s o r b a n t   f a c e   ( 1 1 ) .  

h e r e o f   in  c o n t a c t   w i t h   the   p r o d u c t   in  the   c o n t a i n e r ,  

nd  a  d e t a c h a b l e   c o v e r   member  (9)  e n g a g e a b l e   ove r   t h e  

ou th   of  the   c o n t a i n e r   to  c l o s e   same  in  an  a i r t i g h t  

a n n e r   . 

A  d e v i c e   a c c o r d i n g   to  c l a i m   1  c h a r a c t e r i s e d   i n  

ha t   s a i d   c o n t a i n e r   c o m p r i s e s   a  t r a y   (5)  f o rmed   f r o m  

i l a s t i c s   m a t e r i a l   h a v i n g   a  b a s e   a d a p t e d   to  a c c o m m o d a t e  

;he  p r o d u c t   to  be  d i s p e n s e d   and  an  open  top  (6)  c l o s a b l e  

iy  s a i d   c o v e r   member  ( 9 ) .  

5.  A  d e v i c e   a c c o r d i n g   to  c l a i m   1  or  2  c h a r a c t e r i s e d  

In  t h a t   s a i d   c o v e r   member  (9)  c o m p r i s e s   f l e x i b l e   s h e e t  

n a t e r i a l   s e a l i n g l y   e n g a g e d   w i t h   the   c o n t a i n e r   a r o u n d   t h e  

sdges   (7)  of  s a i d   o p e n i n g   (6)  to  form  an  a i r t i g h t  

e n c l o s u r e   . 

4,  A  d e v i c e   a c c o r d i n g   to  c l a i m   3  c h a r a c t e r i s e d   i n  

t h a t   s e a l i n g   is  e f f e c t e d   by  means  of  p r e s s u r e   s e n s i t i v e  

a d h e s i v e .  



-  9  -  0 2 1 8 3 7 1  

5.  A  d e v i c e   a c c o r d i n g   to  any  p r e c e d i n g   c l a i m  

c h a r a c t e r i s e d   in  t h a t   s a i d   c o v e r   member  (9)  i s  

r e - s e a l a b l e   in  an  a i r t i g h t   manne r   a f t e r   u s e .  

6.  A  d e v i c e   a c c o r d i n g   to  any  p r e c e d i n g   c l a i m  

c h a r a c t e r i s e d   in  t h a t   s a i d   a p p l i c a t o r   c o m p r i s e s   a  p a d  

(11 ,   12)  of  r e s i l i e n t   m a t e r i a l   h a v i n g   a  h e i g h t   s l i g h t l y  

g r e a t e r   t h a n   the   d e p t h   of  the   c o n t a i n e r   (5)  w h e r e b y   on  

r e m o v a l   of  s a i d   c o v e r   (9)  the   i n h e r e n t   r e s i l i e n c e   of  t h e  

pad  c a u s e s   same  to  r i s e   s l i g h t l y   b e y o n d   the   mouth  of  t h e  

c o n t a i n e r   to  e n a b l e   i t   to  be  g r i p p e d   by  a  u s e r .  

7.  A  d e v i c e   a c c o r d i n g   to  c l a i m   6  c h a r a c t e r i s e d   i n  

t h a t   s a i d   pad  (10)   c o m p r i s e s   a  main  body  p o r t i o n   (11)   o f  

r e l a t i v e l y   f l e x i b l e   foamed  p l a s t i c s   m a t e r i a l   and  a  g r i p  

p o r t i o n   (12)   of  l e s s   f l e x i b l e   m a t e r i a l .  

8.  A  d e v i c e   a c c o r d i n g   to  c l a i m   7  c h a r a c t e r i s e d   i n  

t h a t   s a i d   g r i p   p o r t i o n   (12)   is   f o r m e d   from  a  m a t e r i a l  

which   p r e v e n t s   p r o d u c t   (8)  from  m i g r a t i n g   t h r o u g h   t h e  

f l e x i b l e   foam  i n t o   c o n t a c t   w i t h   u s e r ' s   h a n d .  

9.  A  d e v i c e   a c c o r d i n g   to  any  p r e c e d i n g   c l a i m  

c h a r a c t e r i s e d   in  t h a t   the   b a s e   of  s a i d   t r a y   (5)  i s  

f o r m e d   w i t h   r e c e s s e s   to  a c c o m m o d a t e   p r o d u c t   (8)  a n d  

r e s t r a i n   some  from  m i g r a t i n g   a c r o s s   the   b a s e .  
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|Q.-  A  d e v i c e   a c c o r d i n g   to  any  p r e c e d i n g   c l a i m  

c h a r a c t e r i s e d   in  t h a t   s a i d   p r o d u c t   (8)  is   v i s c o u s   i n  

l a t u r e   . 

11.  A  d e v i c e   a c c o r d i n g   to  c l a i m   10  c h a r a c t e r i s e d   i n  

t h a t   s a i d   p r o d u c t   (8)  is   in  p a s t e   or  c ream  f o r m .  

12.  A  d e v i c e   a c c o r d i n g   to  c l a i m   10  or  11  c h a r a c t e r i s e d  

in  t h a t   s a i d   p r o d u c t   (8)  i s   a  c l e a n i n g   or  p o l i s h i n g  

p r e p a r a t i o n   . 

13.  A  d e v i c e   a c c o r d i n g   to  c l a i m   12  c h a r a c t e r i s e d   i n  

t h a t   s a i d   p r o d u c t   (8)  is   a  p r e p a r a t i o n   fo r   r e f u r b i s h i n g  

v e h i c l e   b u m p e r s .  

14.  A  d e v i c e   a c c o r d i n g  

t h a t   s a i d   p r o d u c t   (8)  i s  

h o r s e s   h o o v e s .  

to  c l a i m   12  c h a r a c t e r i s e d   i n  

a  p r e p a r a t i o n   fo r   c l e a n i n g  
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