EP 0 220 827 A1

Europdisches Patentamt

0’ European Patent Office

Office européen des brevets

®

@ Application number: 86307221.1

@) Date of filing: 19.09.86

0 220 827
A1l

@) Publication number:

EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION

@ Int. CL+ B42D 15/04

@) Priority: 26.09.85 GB 8523754

@ Date of publication of application:
06.05.87 Bulletin 87/19

Designated Contracting States:
AT BE CH DE FR GB IT LI NL SE

@) Applicant: P.L. Prints Limited
13 Deodar Road
London SW15 2NP(GB)

@ Inventor: Chandler, Terence Michael
13 Deodar Road
London SW15 2 NP(GB)

Representative: Heath, Derek James et al
Bromhead & Co. 30 Cursitor Street Chancery
Lane
London EC4A 1LT(GB)

@ Combined greetings card and gift package.

@ The invention is concerned with a combined
greetings card and gift package comprising a sub-
stantially rectanguiar container (10) for a T-shirt (30)
or other gift and, folding onto the front face (12) of
the container, a cover flap (22) which forms, with the
face (12) a greetings card having "Happy Birthday”
or other appropriate greetings printed thereon. The
container (10) is made of the same card material as
the cover flap (22) and is integrally formed with the
latter as a result of making them both from a single
blank (38).

Xerox Copy Centre



1 0 220 827 2

Combined Greetings Card and Gift Package

This invention relates to a combined greetings
card and gift package.

It is usual for gifts to be accompanied by a
greetings card which is either attached to the gift
package by sticky tape or by twine or ribbon.

In EP-A-O 070 727, however, it has been pro-
posed to combine a greetings card with a gift
package by afttaching a clear sheet of plastics
material to the right-hand portion of the inner sur-
face of the card so as to form a pocket or envelope
containing a T-shirt having a picture printed there-
on. A circular aperture or window is cut in the front
portion of the card so that the picture on the T-shirt
is visible from the front of the card.

It has also been proposed in GB-A-2 101 040
to attach a transparent "blister” of rectangular form
on the right-hand portion of the inner surface of a
greetings card to contain a T-shirt and, in front of
the T-shirt but within the blister, a card bearing a
replica of the T-shirt.

Both these prior constructions therefore de-
mand the use of transparent materials {0 produce
the container, and these transparent materials have
to be attached in some way to the card. This
makes for complication in the manufacture of the
respective combined greetings cards and gift pack-
ages.

With this consideration in mind, the present
invention is directed to a combined greetings card
and gift package comprising a generally rectangu-
lar container for a gift and, foiding onto the fiat front
face of the container, a flat cover flap of card
material which forms, with the container, a greet-
ings card having appropriate gresetings printed
thereon, characterised in that the container is made
of the same card material as the cover flap and is
integral with the latter.

Preferably the cover flap and the container are
formed by folding a blank and sticking together
opposing inner surfaces of the folded blank to
produce the container with the cover flap extending
from an edge of the container. In one particular
construction in accordance with the invention, the
contents of the container are not visible through the
cover flap or the front face of the container but only
through the container's rear face which has a cut-
out portion or window for that purpose.

An example of a combined greetings card and
gift package in accordance with the invention is
shown in the accompanying drawings, in which -

Figure 1 is a front view of the combined
greetings card and gift package;

Figure 2 is a view of the inside of the greet-
ings card when the cover flap has been folded
back;
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Figure 3 is a rear view of the combined card
and package;

Figure 4 is a perspective view from above of
the combined greetings card and gift package but
with the printing on the card and the contents of
the container omitted; and

Figure 5 is a perspective view similar to
Figure 4 to illustrate the way in which the card and
the container are formed from a single blank of
card material.

The combined greetings card and gift package
shown in the drawings comprises a container 10
made of card material and of rectanguiar shape. In
this particular instance, the container has a thick-
ness of just over 1 cm but it is to be understood
that the actual dimensions of the container are not
really critical. It has flat front and rear faces 12 and
14 respectively, and flaps 16 and 18 for opening
and closing the container are provided, as integral
portions, at its top and bottom edges. As will be
seen from Figure 4, the rear face 14 has a cut-out
portion or window 20 in the approximate shape of a
T-shirt.

Integral with the front face 12 of the container
10 so that they are both made from a single sheet
of the same card material is a cover flap 22 of the
same overall dimensions as the front face 12 apart
from an upper extension 24 which projects above
the upper end of the container 10 once the flap 16
has been pushed into the end of the container. The
front flap 22 and the front face 12 of the container
10 serve as a greetings card which is therefore
integral with the gift package formed by the con-
tainer 10. The front face 12 of the container 10 has
a suitable greeting on it ("Happy Birthday" in this
particular case), while the front 26 of the cover flap
22 has a suitable picture on it as shown in Figure
1. It will be noticed incidentally that the upwardiy-
projecting part 24 of the cover flap 22 also has
appropriate printing on i, i.e., "Happy Birthday T-
Shirt".

The rear face 14 of the container 10 likewise
has printing on it as shown at 28 in Figure 3. This
printed matter gives the contents of the container
as one T-shirt 30 having the same design on it as
the front of the greetings card, a metal or plastic
badge 32, a balloon 34 and an envelope (not
shown).

It is to be understood that the gift or other
merchandise in the container 10 can be widely
varied and that the combined greetings card and
gift package shown in the drawings can be used to
sell very many different products. Thus, the con-
tainer can hold any suitable article of clothing,
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handkerchiefs, gardening tools, articles of statio-
nery, records, cassettes, to name but a few.

Figure 5 illustrates the way in which the com-
bined greetings card and gift package is formed
from a single blank 38 of card material. The blank
is initially fiat but is then folded along the fold lines
40, 42, 44 and 46 to form the container 10. There-
after the opposing surfaces 48 and 50 of the blank
are stuck together to produce the container with
the cover flap 22 extending from one edge of the
container. This makes for simplicity in manufacture
in that the container 10 is made of the same card
material as the cover flap 22 and is integral with
the latter.

It is to be noted that the T-shirt 30 is not visibie
through the cover flap 22 or the front face 12 of the
container but only through the window 20 in the
container's rear face t4. This encourages the re-
ceiver of the gift to read the greeting on the card -
and particularly the name of the sender -before
turning to the back of the package to see what is in
the container.

The combined greetings card and gift package
is preferably sold in an outer covering of transpar-
ent synthetic plastics film (not shown).

Claims

1. A combined greetings card and gift package
comprising a generally rectangular container (10)
for a gift (30) and, folding onto the flat front face -
(12) of the container, a flap cover flap (22) of card
material which forms, with the container (10), a
greetings card having appropriate greetings printed
thereon, characterised in that the container (10) is
made of the same card material as the cover flap
(22) and is integral with the latter.
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2. A combined greetings card and gift package
according to claim 1, characterised in that the
contents (30) of the container (10) are not visible
through the cover flap (22) or the front face (12) of
the container but only through the container's rear
face (14) which has a cut-out portion or window -
(20) for that purpose.

3. A combined greetings card and gift package
according to claim 2, characierised in that the cut-
out portion or window (20) has the outline shape of
a T-shirt and that the gift (30) in the container (10)
is a T-shirt having a picture printed thereon which
is visible through the window.

4. A combined greetings card and gift package
according to any one of claims 1 -3, characterised
in that integrally-formed flaps (16, 18) for opening
and closing the container (10) are provided at its
top and bottom edges.

5. A combined greetings card and gift package
according to any one of claims 1 -4, characterised
in that the cover flap (22) and the front face (12) of
the container (10) are of substantially the same
size.

6. A combined greetings card and gift package
according to any one of claims 1 -5, characterised
in that an outer covering in the form of a transpar-
ent synthetic plastics film surrounds the card and
package so as to maintain the cover flap (22) flat
against the front face (12) of the container (10).

7. A combined greetings card and gift package
according to any one of claims 1 -8, characterised
in that the container (10) is formed by folding a
blank (38) and sticking together opposing inner
surfaces (48, 50) of the folded blank with the cover
flap (22) extending from an edge of the container.
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