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Description

[0001] The present invention relates to a folder, in par-
ticular a folder for the loose storage of documents.
[0002] Folders for retaining loose documents are
known but are usually in a preassembled condition
when supplied to the user. Accordingly such folders
take up a large amount of storage space which is unde-
sirable particularly in an office where space is limited.
[0003] In addition, for presentation purposes, it is
desirable for folders to have a maximum of flat space on
which printing may be performed. Accordingly the use
of glue lines, rivet holes etc used in prior art construc-
tions for assembling a folder are undesirable as such
use restricts the available space for printing.

[0004] The present invention aims to reduce the
above drawbacks and also provide other advantages.
[0005] It is known from DE-2258250 to provide a doc-
ument folder for the long term shelf storage of docu-
ments. The folder disclosed in DE-2258250 includes a
front wall spaced from a rear wall by a pair of side walls
and a bottom wall and is formed from a blank of a single
sheet of material which is cut and provided with fold
lines to define a first wall panel connected to a second
wall panel by an intermediate bottom wall panel, the first
and second wall panels in the erected folder defining
either the front and rear walls or the rear and front walls
of the folder respectively, a pair of side wall panels fold-
ably connected to opposite sides of the second wall
panel, and an attachment panel foldably connected to
each side wall panel, each attachment panel in the
erected folder residing in face to face contact with the
first wall panel and being connected thereto by co-oper-
able latch means, the cooperable latch means for con-
necting each attachment panel to the first wall panel
comprising at least one tongue engageable with a co-
operating tongue accommodating opening, the tongue
being formed on the attachment panel and the co-oper-
ating opening being formed on the first wall panel
respectively.

[0006] The construction of the folder disclosed in DE-
2258250 is not intended to be partially filled nor contin-
ually handled and so does not possess constructional
features for this purpose.

[0007] According to the present invention there is pro-
vided a blank for a folder including a front wall spaced
from a rear wall by a pair of side walls and a bottom wall,
the blank being formed from a single sheet of material
which is cut and provided with fold lines to define a first
wall panel connected to a second wall panel by an inter-
mediate bottom wall panel, the first and second wall
panels in the erected folder defining either the front and
rear walls or the rear and front walls of the folder respec-
tively, a pair of side wall panels foldably connected to
opposite sides of the second wall panel, and an attach-
ment panel foldably connected to each side wall panel,
each attachment panel in the erected folder residing in
face to face contact with the first wall panel and being
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connected thereto by cooperable latch means, the co-
operable latch means for connecting each attachment
panel to the first wall panel comprising at least one
tongue engageable with a co-operating tongue accom-
modating opening, characterised in that in the erected
folder the first wall panel overlies each attachment panel
to leave the upper portions thereof exposed so that the
front wall of the folder is defined by the first wall panel
and the exposed upper portions of the attachment pan-
els, the cooperable latch means being located near to
the upper edge of the first wall panel, and further char-
acterised in that each tongue is integrally formed on the
first wall panel and which, in the erected folder extends
through a co-operating opening in the attachment panel
to project into the interior of the folder to underlie the
attachment panel, the sheet material being resilient and
being formed from either a plastics sheet or a card lam-
inated on one or both sides with a plastics film and that
the fold lines between the first wall panel, side wall pan-
els and attachment panels are such that after folding
along these lines, the side wall panels and attachment
panels are biased to return toward their unfolded posi-
tions by the inherent resilience of the sheet material
forming the blank so that, in the erected folder, each
tongue is urged into engagement with its co-operating
tongue accommodating opening to thereby maintain the
folder in its erected condition.

[0008] As indicated above each integral latch forma-
tion is maintained in an engaged condition by outward
bias of lhe sidewalls which is created by the inherent
resilience of the sheet material when folding the blank.
This bias is also supplemented in use by the weight of
documents contained within the erected folder.

[0009] The present invention is hereinafter described
with reference to the accompanying drawings, in which:-

Figure 1 is a schematic perspective view of a folder
according to the present invention;
Figure 2 is a plan view of a blank suitable for form-
ing the folder illustrated in Figure 1.

[0010] The folder illustrated in Figure 1 includes a rear
wall 11, a front wall 12, a pair of side walls 14,16 respec-
tively, a bottom wall 18, a top wall 20 and a closure flap
22 attached to the top wall 20. The upper sides of the
rear, front and side walls define a mouth 24 which pro-
vides access into the interior of the folder. The mouth 24
is conveniently enlarged as shown by forming a recess
25 in the upper portion of the front wall 12.

[0011] The flap 22 is provided with one part of a catch
28 and the front wall 12 is provided with a co-operating
part of the catch 28 so that the top wall 20 and flap 22
may be moved to close the mouth 24 and be releasably
retained in that position. The catch 28 may be of any
conventional construction, but is preferably of a type
that can be readily attached manually. If desired more
than one catch 28 may be provided.

[0012] The blank 3 for forming the folder of Figure 1 is
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shown in Figure 2 and is conveniently formed in a single
operation from a suitable sheet material. Suitable sheet
materials include plastics sheet such as polypropylene
of say a thickness between 0.5mm to 1.5mm or card
which is laminated with a plastics film on one or both
sides of the card.

[0013] Informing the blank, the blankis cut and is pro-
vided with various fold lines FL to define the following, a
rear wall forming panel 40, a pair of side wall forming
panels 42,43 respectively, a bottom wall forming panel
46, a main front wall forming panel 48, a top wall form-
ing panel 50, a closure flap forming panel 52, sidewall
attachment panels 53,54 a pair of co-operating latch for-
mations 56,57 and reinforcement tabs 58.

[0014] The attachment panels 53,54 have formed
therein a latch formation 56 in the form of a slit 60 hav-
ing inwardly directed end portions 62 which define a tab
receiving opening. The main front wall panel 48 is pro-
vided with a latch formation 57 in the form of a tab or
tongue 65 which is defined by a 'U’ shaped slit 66.
[0015] To erect a folder from the blank 30, the tabs 58
are folded toward the attached sidewall forming panel
42,43 respectively, the sidewall forming panels 42,43
are then folded toward the rear wall panel 40, and the
attachment panels 53,54 are folded toward the attached
sidewall panel 42,43 respectively.

[0016] The bottom wall panel 46 and main front wall
panel 48 are folded toward the rear wall panel 40 to
thereby overlap the folded attachment panels 53,54.
[0017] The tabs 65 are then introduced through the
tab receiving opening in the underlying attachment
panel 53,54 respectively to achieve a folder as illus-
trated in Figure 1.

[0018] Formation of at least the fold lines defining the
sidewalls and attachment panels 42,43,53 and 54 is
performed so that after folding, those panels are biased
by the inherent resilience of the sheet material to return
toward their unfolded positions.

[0019]  Accordingly, as seen in Figure 1, sidewalls
14,16 are biased outwardly and so urge the latch forma-
tions 56,57 into engagement to thereby maintain the
folder in its erected condition. It follows therefore that
the latch formations 56,57 may be in the form of a sim-
ple tab or tongue and accommodating slit, the tab and
slit not requiring additional formations for restraining
removal of the tab from the slit. Accordingly engage-
ment of a tab into a co-operating slit is easily achieved.
[0020] It will be appreciated that the folders of the
present invention may be stored in a flat condition,
which minimises the amount of storage space required,
and that a folder is simply and quickly erected when
required. The blank is also preferably provided with
apertures 70 to enable the catch means to be attached
in the correct position. Such catch means can be con-
veniently stored separately and attached to the blank
prior to erection.

[0021] The front wall 12 is preferably formed as illus-
trated in Figure 1, namely from a main panel 48 and the
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upper portions of attachment panels 53 and 54. In this
way it is possible to locate the latch formations 56,57
near to the upper edge of the front panel 48 and yet at
an intermediate position between the ends of each side
wall.

[0022] It is envisaged that the side wall and associ-
ated attachment panel for each side wall may be
attached to the front panel 48.

[0023] The material chosen for blank should have suf-
ficient stiffness to maintain reasonable rigidity in the
side walls and bottom wall to restrain collapse of the
folder.

[0024] The reinforcement tabs 58 serve to restrain col-
lapse of the folder at the bottom corners thereof.

[0025] If necessary, the tabs 58 may be extended in
length as illustrated in broken lines in Figure 2 so that in
the erected folder the terminal end portions 58a of the
tabs 58 overlap one another. The overlapping end por-
tions 58a are provided with co-operating latch means, in
the form of slits 58b, to restrain longitudinal separation
of the tabs 58. In this way the tabs not only serve to pro-
vide reinforvement for the bottom wall 46 but also act to
restrain outward movement of the sidewalls 42, 43 at
the bottom region thereof.

[0026] In view of the absence of fixing means for cre-
ating an erected folder large unimpeded surfaces are
present on the folder which enable printing of promo-
tional matter to be provided.

[0027] It will be appreciated that the above construc-
tion of blanks also conveniently enables a variety of
sizes of folders to be produced simply by altering the
dimensions of the blanks during manufacture. In addi-
tion, particularly for larger folders it is envisaged that the
top wall forming panel 50 may be adapted, for instance
by the provision of suitable apertures, for the attach-
ment of a carrying handle.

Claims

1. A blank for a folder including a front wall (12)
spaced from a rear wall (11) by a pair of side walls
(14,16) and a bottom wall (18), the blank being
formed from a single sheet of material which is cut
and provided with fold lines to define a first wall
panel (40,48) connected to a second wall panel
(40,48) by an intermediate bottom wall panel (46),
the first and second wall panels in the erected
folder defining either the front and rear walls or the
rear and front walls of the folder respectively, a pair
of side wall panels (42,43) foldably connected to
opposite sides of the second wall panel, and an
attachment panel (53,54) foldably connected to
each side wall panel, each attachment panel in the
erected folder residing in face to face contact with
the first wall panel and being connected thereto by
co-operable latch means (56,57), the co-operable
latch means for connecting each attachment panel
to the first wall panel comprising at least one tongue
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(65) engageable with a co-operating tongue
accommodating opening (60), characterised in that
in the erected folder the first wall panel overlies
each attachment panel (53, 54) to leave the upper
portions thereof exposed so that the front wall (12)
of the folder is defined by the first wall panel and the
exposed upper portions of the attachment panels,
the co-operable latch means (56, 57) being located
near to the upper edge of the first wall panel, and
further characterised in that each tongue (65) is
integrally formed on the first wall panel and which,
in the erected folder extends through a co-operating
opening (60) in the attachment panel to project into
the interior of the folder to underlie the attachment
panel, the sheet material being resilient and being
formed from either a plastics sheet or a card lami-
nated on one or both sides with a plastics film and
that the fold lines (FL) between the first wall panel
(40,48), side wall panels (42,43) and attachment
panels (53,54) are such that after folding along
these lines, the side wall panels and attachment
panels are biased to return toward their unfolded
positions by die inherent resilience of the sheet
material forming the blank so that, in the erected
folder, each tongue (65) is urged into engagement
with its co-operating tongue accommodating open-
ing (60) to thereby maintain the folder in its erected
condition.

A blank according to claim 1 characterised in that
each tongue is defined by a U-shaped slit (66)
formed in the first wall panel.

A blank according to claim 2 characterised in that
each tongue accommodating opening (60) is in the
form of a slit (60) formed in the attachment panel
and which extends substantially parallel to, the fold
line between the attachment and the side wall pan-
els.

A blank according to claim 3 characterised in that
each slit defining a tongue accommodating opening
has inwardly directed end portions (62) which
extend toward the fold line between the attachment
and side wall panels.

A blank according to any one of the preceding
claims characterised in that a reinforcement tab
(58) is foldably attached to each side wall forming
panel at a bottom edge thereof.

A blank according to claim 5 characterised in that
the reinforcement tabs are of extended length so as
to have overlapping terminal end portions (58a) in
the erected folder.

A blank according to claim 6 characterised in that
the overlapping terminal end portions have co-
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operable latch means (58b) which when engaged
restrain longitudinal separation of the reinforcement
tabs (58).

8. A blank according to any preceding claim charac-
terised in that the plastics sheet is polypropylene.

9. A blank according to any preceding claim charac-
terised in that the thickness of the plastics sheet is
between 0.5 to 1.5mm.

10. A document folder constructed from a blank
according to any one of the preceding claims.

Patentanspriiche

1. Zuschnitt fir eine Dokumentenmappe mit einer

Vorderwand (12), die durch zwei Seitenwéande
(14,16) und eine Bodenwand (18) von einer Riick-
wand (11) auf Abstand gehalten ist, wobei der
Zuschnitt aus einer einzelnen Materiallage geformt
ist, die geschnitten und mit Faltlinien zur Festle-
gung einer ersten Wandflache (40,48), die Uber
eine zwischengefligte Bodenwandflache (46) mit
einer zweiten Wandflache (40,48) verbunden ist,
versehen ist, wobei die ersten und zweiten Wand-
flachen bei der fertiggestellten Dokumentenmappe
entweder die Vorder- bzw. Rickwand oder die
Rick- bzw. Vorderwand der Dokumentenmappe
festlegen, mit zwei faltbar mit gegentberliegenden
Seiten der zweiten Wandflache verbundenen Sei-
tenwandflachen (42,43) und einer faltbar mit jeder
Seitenwandflache verbundenen AnschluB- oder
Laschenflache (53,54), wobei jede Laschenflache
bei der fertiggestellten Dokumentenmappe in Fla-
chenberthrung mit der ersten Wandflache steht
und mit dieser Uber zusammenwirkende Arretier-
mittel (56,57) verbunden ist, wobei die zusammen-
wirkenden Arretiermittel zum Verbinden jeder
Laschenflache mit der ersten Wandflache minde-
stens eine Zunge (65) aufweisen, die mit einer
damit zusammenwirkenden Zungenaufnahme6fi-
nung (60) in Eingriff bringbar ist, dadurch gekenn-
zeichnet, daB bei der fertiggestellten
Dokumentenmappe die erste Wandflache jede
Laschenflache (53,54) so Ubergreift, daB deren
obere Abschnitte freigelegt oder unbedeckt sind, so
daB die Vorderwand (12) der Dokumentenmappe
durch die erste Wandflache und die unbedeckien
oberen Abschnitte der Laschenflachen festgelegt
oder gebildet ist, wobei die zusammenwirkenden
Arretiermittel (56,57) nahe der Oberkante der
ersten Wandflache angeordnet sind, und ferner
dadurch gekennzeichnet, daB jede Zunge (65)
materialeinheitlich an der ersten Wandflache ange-
formt ist und sich bei der fertiggestellten Dokumen-
tenmappe durch die damit zusammenwirkende
Offnung (60) in der Laschenflache erstreckt, so daB
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sie in das Innere der Dokumentenmappe ragt und
die Laschenflache untergreift, wobei das Lagenma-
terial elastisch ist und entweder aus einer Kunst-
stofffolie oder aus einer ein- oder beidseitig mit
einer Kunststoffolie kaschierten Pappe gebildet ist,
und daB die Faltlinien (FL) zwischen der ersten
Wandflache (40,48), den Seitenwandflachen
(42,43) und den Laschenflachen (53,54) so ausge-
bildet sind, daB nach dem Falten langs dieser
Linien die Seitenwandflachen und die Laschenfla-
chen aufgrund der dem Lagenmaterial, welches
den Zuschnitt bildet, eigenen Elastizitat fur eine
Ruckstellung in ihre ungefalteten Stellungen vorbe-
lastet sind, so dafB im fertiggestellien Zustand der
Dokumentenmappe jede Zunge (65) in Eingriff mit
ihrer zusammenwirkenden Zungenaufnahmegfi-
nung (60) gedréngt ist, um dadurch die Dokumen-
tenmappe in ihrem fertiggestellien Zustand zu
halten.

Zuschnitt nach Anspruch 1, dadurch gekenn-
zeichnet, daB jede Zunge durch einen in der ersten
Wandflache geformten U-férmigen Schlitz (66) fest-
gelegt ist.

Zuschnitt nach Anspruch 2, dadurch gekenn-
zeichnet, daB jede Zungenaufnahmeéffnung (60)
die Form eines in der Laschenflache geformten
Schlitzes (60) aufweist, der praktisch parallel zur
Faltlinie zwischen den Laschen- und Seitenwand-
flachen verlauft.

Zuschnitt nach Anspruch 3, dadurch gekenn-
zeichnet, daB jeder, eine Zungenaufnahmeéffnung
festlegende Schlitz einwarts gerichtete Endab-
schnitte (62) aufweist, die sich zur Faltlinie zwi-
schen Laschen- und Seitenwandflachen
erstrecken.

Zuschnitt nach einem der vorangehenden Anspri-
che, dadurch gekennzeichnet, daB eine Verstar-
kungslasche (58) faltbar an jeder
Seitenwandbildungsflache an einer Unterkante der-
selben angebracht ist.

Zuschnitt nach Anspruch 5, dadurch gekenn-
zeichnet, daB die Verstarkungslaschen eine vergré-
Berte Lange und damit bei der fertiggestellten
Dokumentenmappe Uberlappende AnfBenendab-
schnitte (58a) aufweisen.

Zuschnitt nach Anspruch 6, dadurch gekenn-
zeichnet, daB die Uberlappenden AnBenendab-
schnitte zusammenwirkende Arretiermittel (58b)
aufweisen, die, wenn sie miteinander in Eingriff
gebracht sind, einer Trennung der Verstérkungsla-
schen (58) in Langsrichtung entgegenwirken.

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

8.

10.

Zuschnitt nach einem der vorangehenden Anspri-
che, dadurch gekennzeichnet, daB die Kunststoffo-
lie aus Polypropylen besteht.

Zuschnitt nach einem der vorangehenden Anspri-
che, dadurch gekennzeichnet, daB die Dicke der
Kunststoffolie 0,5 bis 1,5 mm betragt.

Dokumentenmappe, hergestellt aus einem
Zuschnitt nach einem der vorangehenden Anspri-
che.

Revendications

Flan pour une chemise & dossiers, comprenant une
paroi avant (12) espacée d'une paroi arriere (11)
grace a un couple de parois latérales (14, 16) et &
une paroi de fond (18), le flan étant formé a partir
d'une seule feuille de matériau découpée et pour-
vue de lignes de pliage pour définir un premier pan-
neau de paroi (40, 48) relié & un second panneau
de paroi (40, 48) au moyen d'un panneau de paroi
de fond (46) intermédiaire, les premier et second
panneaux de paroi, lorsque la chemise a dossiers
est construite, définissant respectivement soit les
parois avant et arriére, soit les parois arriére et
avant de la chemise a dossiers, un couple de pan-
neaux de paroi latérale (42, 43) étant reliés de
fagon pliante aux c6tés opposés du second pan-
neau de paroi, et un panneau de fixation (53, 54)
étant relié de fagon pliable & chaque panneau de
paroi latérale, chaque panneau de fixation, lorsque
la chemise a dossiers est construite, étant situé en
contact de face a face avec le premier panneau de
paroi et lui étant relié par un moyen de verrouillage
(56, 57) travaillant par coopération, le moyen de
verrouillage & coopération servant a relier chaque
panneau de fixation au premier panneau de paroi
comprenant au moins une languette (65) suscepti-
ble de s'engager dans une ouverture de logement
de languette (60) travaillant par coopération, carac-
térisé en ce que, lorsque la chemise a dossiers est
construite, le premier panneau de paroi recouvre
chaque panneau de fixation (53, 54), pour laisser
ses parties supérieures exposées, de sorte que la
paroi avant (12) de la chemise a dossiers est défi-
nie par le premier panneau de paroi et les parties
supérieures exposées des panneaux de fixation, le
moyen de verrouillage a coopération (56, 57) étant
situé prés du bord supérieur du premier panneau
de paroi et, en outre, caractérisé en ce que chaque
languette (65) est formée d'un seul tenant sur le
premier panneau de paroi et qui, lorsque la che-
mise & dossiers est construite, s'étend a travers
l'ouverture (60) travaillant par coopération qui est
ménagée dans le panneau de fixation, & l'intérieur
de la chemise a dossiers, pour étre sous-jacente au
panneau de fixation, le matériau en feuille étant
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élastique et étant formé soit d'une feuille synthéti-
que, soit d'un carton, sur lequel un film synthétique
est placé par laminage sur I'un ou les deux de ses
cbtés et que les lignes de pliage (FL) situées entre
le premier panneau de paroi (40, 48), les panneaux
de paroi latérale (42, 43) et les panneaux de fixa-
tion (53, 54) sont telles que, apres pliage suivant
ces lignes, les panneaux de paroi latérale et les
panneaux de fixation sont déformés pour retourner
a leur position non pliée par I'élasticité inhérente du
matériau en feuille formant le flan, de telle fagon
que, lorsque la chemise a dossiers est construite,
chaque languette (65) est poussée en contact avec
son ouverture de logement de languette (60) qui
travaille par coopération, pour maintenir de cette
maniére la chemise a dossiers dans sa position
construite.

Flan selon la revendication 1, caractérisé en ce que
chaque languette est définie par une fente en U
(66) formée dans le premier panneau de paroi.

Flan selon la revendication 2, caractérisé en ce que
chaque ouverture de logement de languette (60) se
présente sous la forme d'une fente (60), formée
dans le panneau de fixation et qui s'étend sensible-
ment parallélement a la ligne de pliage située entre
les panneaux de fixation et de paroi latérale.

Flan selon la revendication 3, caractérisé en ce que
chaque fente qui définit une ouverture de logement
de languette présente des parties d'extrémité (62),
orientées vers l'intérieur, qui s'étendent vers la ligne
de pliage située entre les panneaux de fixation et
de paroi latérale.

Flan selon l'une quelconque des revendications
précédentes, caractérisé en ce qu'une patte de ren-
forcement (58) est fixée de fagon pliante a chaque
panneau de formation de paroi latérale, a son bord
inférieur.

Flan selon la revendication 5, caractérisé en ce que
les pattes de renforcement sont d'une grande lon-
gueur, de fagon a ce que leurs parties d'extrémité
terminales (58a) se chevauchent, lorsque la che-
mise a dossiers est construite.

Flan selon la revendication 6, caractérisé en ce que
les parties d'extrémité terminales qui se chevau-
chent comportent des moyens de verrouillage (58b)
coopérant, qui, lorsqu'ils sont en contact, restrei-
gnent la séparation longitudinale des pattes de ren-
forcement (58).

Flan selon I'une quelconque des revendications
précédentes, caractérisé en ce que le matériau en
feuille synthétique est du polypropyléne.
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9. Flan selon l'une quelconque des revendications

précédentes, caractérisé en ce que I'épaisseur de
la feuille est entre 0,5 et 1,5 mm.

10. Une chemise a dossiers construite a partir d'un flan

selon l'une quelconque des revendications précé-
dentes.
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