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©  A  method  of  hardening  steel. 
©  A  method  for  hardening  steel  in  which  the  steel  is  from 
an  austenitic  state  cooled  through,  or  held  at,  that  tern- 
serature  range  in  which  the  transformation  of  the  steel  to 
:errite,  pearlite  or  bainite  occurs  the  most  rapidly,  and  in 
which  after  the  transformation  has  taken  place  to  a  sufficient 
degree,  rapid  heating  to  hardening  temperature  is  performed 
with  a  brief  holding  time  at  that  temperature  before  the  steel 
s  hardened  in  the  conventional  manner  in  a  suitable  harden- 
ing  medium. 
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