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°y  caring  piate  witn  curved  inner  wall  having  drainage  section. 
©  An  eating  plate  (2)  has  a  circumferentially  extending  con- 
»vely  curved  inner  wall  (6,  8)  for  aiding  the  handicapped  or 
:he  like  in  keeping  food  on  the  plate  (2)  when  bringing  the 
'ood  to  the  edge  of  the  plate  with  an  eating  utensil.  The 
:urved  inner  wall  (6,  8)  is  interrupted  by  a  drainage  section 
16)  to  prevent  residual  food  from  being  trapped  in  the  piate 
2)  when  washing  the  plate.  Indicia  (18,  20)  are  provided  to 
ndicate  the  proper  orientation  of  the  drainage  section  (16) 
vhen  washing  the  plate  (2). 

16.  I 
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EATING  PLATE  WITH  CURVED  INNER  WALL 
HAVING  DRAINAGE  SECTION 

BACKGROUND  OF  THE  INVENTION 
i 

Eat ing  p l a t e s   with  curved  inner   walls  are  ' des igned   for  use  by  t h e  
e l d e r l y   of  the  handicapped  as  an  aid  in  s e l f - f e e d i n g .   The  curved  i n n e r  
wall  is  shaped  to  act  as  an  ex t ra   implement  a g a i n s t   which  the  user  can  
trap  p a r t i c l e s   of  food.  The  curved  inner  wall  holds  the  food  p a r t i c l e s   on 

)  the  p la te   while  the  user  br ings   an  ea t ing   u t e n s i l   such  as  a  fork  or  a  spoon 
to  the  edge  of  the  p l a t e ,   and  thereby  p reven ts   s p i l l s   and  makes  ea t ing   a 
much  more  en joyab le   expe r i ence   for  those  who  have  need  for  such  p l a t e s .  

A  problem  e x i s t s   in  c l ean ing   p l a t e s   of  the  type  d e s c r i b e d .   There  i s  
a  tendency  for  food  to  become  t rapped  by  the  curved  inner   wall  and  hence  

i  the  p l a t e   cannot  be  c leaned  to  the  ex tent   d e s i r e d .   This  t r app ing   o c c u r s  
because,   p r io r   to  the  p resen t   i n v e n t i o n ,   the  curved  inner   wall  has  e x -  
tended  c o n t i n u o u s l y   around  the  c i r cumfe rence   of  the  p l a t e ,   and  no  means 
have  been  provided  for  d r a i n i n g   r e s i d u a l   food  when  the  p la te   is  wahsed,  a s  
in  a  d i shwasher .   The  p resen t   i n v e n t i o n   overcomes  th i s   problem  by  i n t e r -  
r up t i ng   the  curved  inner   wall  with  a  s u i t a b l e   d ra inage   s e c t i o n .  

Accord ingly ,   i t   is  the  objec t   of  th is   i n v e n t i o n   to  provide  an  e a t i n g  
p la te   with  a  curved  inner  wall  for  the  purposes  d e s c r i b e d ,   and  which 
curved  inner  wall  is  i n t e r r u p t e d   with  a  d ra inage   s e c t i o n   to  enhance  
washing  of  the  p l a t e .  
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This  i n v e n t i o n   c o n t e m p l a t e s   an  ea t ing   p la te   witn  a  conca^exy  c u r v e a  

inner  wall  ex tend ing   around  the  c i rcumference   of  the  p l a t e .   The  c u r v e d  

5  inner  wall  is  i n t e r r u p t e d   with  a  dra inage   s e c t i o n ,   whereby  r e s i d u a l   food 

which  would  o the rwise   be  t rapped   by  the  curved  inner   wall  is  dra ined  from 

the  p la te   when  the  p l a t e   is  washed.  I nd i c i a   may  be  provided  on  the  p l a t e  

to  i n d i c a t e   the  proper  o r i e n t a t i o n   t he r eo f   when  being  washed  to  p r o v i d e  

said  d r a i n a g e .  

0 

BRIEF  DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  DRAWING 

Figure  1  is  a  top  plan  view  of  a  p la te   accord ing   to  the  i n v e n t i o n .  

Figure  2  is  a  s e c t i o n   view  taken  along  l ine   2-2  in  Figure  1  . 

15 

DETAILED  DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  INVENTION 

With  r e f e r e n c e   to  the  Drawing,  an  ea t ing   p l a t e   is  d e s i g n a t e d   g e n e -  

r a l l y   by  the  numeral  2.  P la te   2  has  an  inner  bottom  4  and  an  inner  w a l l  

20  des igna ted   g e n e r a l l y   by  the  numeral  6.  Inner  wall  6  has  a  concavely  c u r v e d  

por t ion   8  ex tend ing   around  the  c i r cumfe rence   t h e r e o f   and  t e r m i n a t i n g   in  an 

inner  l ip   10  con t iguous   an  upper  edge  12  of  the  p l a t e .   A  ledge  14  e x t e n d s  

outwardly  from  edge  12.  The  s t r u c t u r a l   r e l a t i o n s h i p   between  inner  bo t tom 

4,  inner  wall  6,  inner   l ip   10,  edge  12  and  ledge  14  is  best  shown  i n  

25  Figure  2 .  

So  far  the  p l a t e   d e s c r i b e d   is  s i m i l a r   to  tha t   shown  in  U.S.  Des ign  

Patent   226,674  issued  to  Nicholas   J.  Bruno  on  Apri l   10,  1973,  and  a s s i g n e d  

to  Maddak,  I nc . ,   Pequannock,  New  Je r sey ,   and  which  p l a t e   is  used  for  t h e  

purposes  d e s c r i b e d .  

30  Thus,  when  using  the  d e s c r i b e d   ea t ing   p la te   as  in tended   as  an  a i d  

for  the  handicapped  or  the  l ike   is  s e l f - f e e d i n g ,   concavely   curved  p o r t i o n  

8  of  inner   wall  6,  and  p a r t i c u l a r l y   inner  l ip  10,  helps  to  keep  food  on 

the  p la te   when  a  user  br ings   food  to  p la te   edge  12  via  an  e a t i ng   u t e n s i l .  

S p i l l i n g   of  the  food  is  the reby   avoided  and  e a s i e r   access   t h e r e t o   is  p r o -  

35  v i d e d .  

In  order   to  p r o p e r l y   c lean  p l a t e   2  a f t e r   i t   has  been  used,  and  t o  

insure   tha t   r e s i d u a l   food  is  not  t rapped  within  curved  po r t i on   8  of  i n n e r  



wall  ,  and  p a r t i s a n ,   by  lnner   l ip   ,0,  the  lnner   Up  is  l n u  
by  a  dra inage   s ec t i on   ,6.  Dralnage  s e c t l o n   16  e l l n l n a t e s   ,  inner   l ip   ,o  ana  Is  contoured  to  blend  in  with  th ,   c o n c a v e l y  
por t ion   8  of  Inner  wall  6  and  with  edge  12. 

>  It  wi l l   now  be  unders tood   that   when  the  p la te   is  being  washed  as  i n  a  d1Shwas„er,  i t   i t   were  not  for  d ra inage   s ec t i on   ,6,  r e s i d u a l   food  would have  no  neans  for  being  removed  f r o .   the  p l a t e ,   and  th ,   tendency  would  be r  e  food  to  regain  lodged  wi th in   th ,   p l . t . ,   p a r t i c u l a r l y   under  i n n e r  UP  10.  By  p rov id ing   d ra inage   s ec t i on   ,6  as  de sc r i bed   and  shown,  a  p a s s a g e  J  prov  ed  for  said  r e s i d u a l   food  and  washing  of  the  p la te   is  enhanced .  With  p a r t i c u l a r   r e f e r e n c e   to  Figure  1,  i t   has  been  found  a d v i s a b l e  o  provide  i n d i c i a   on  p la te   2  i n d i c a t i n g   the  a p p r o p r i a t e   o r i e n t a t i o n   o f  th ,   p l a t , ,   as  in  a  d l shwashar ,   to  provide  th ,   a f o r e n o t e d   d ra inage .   Thus a,  shown  in  the  Figure ,   an  arrow  des igna ted   by  th .   numeral  ,a  and  the  
' 

,  legen  -down"  des igna ted   by  th ,   n ^ e r a l   20,  or  soae  o t h . r   such  s u i t a b l e  i n d . d a ,   a r ,   s u i t a b l y   .arKed  on  p l . t e   ledge  H  ad j acen t   dra inage   s e c t i o n  

Pla te   
i r 0 ^ " "   ^   a f 0 r e n ° t e d   d " C r l P t i 0 n   °f  the  I " " * ! *   a 

a  
1   T !   

lnner   "a11  ^   ^   S l d e r l y   "   " »   - « " P P e d  s  a„  ald  1B  s e i f - f e e d i n g   nas  bee„  ^   
»  

n  errup  ed  by  a  d ra inage   s e c t i o n   to  enhance  washing  of  the  p l a t e .   I n d i c i a  e  rov  ed  on  the  p la te   to  i n d i c a t e   the  proper  o r i e n t a t i o n   of  ,  t h e  
r i z z   t r r , : : ; : ; *   r r   l n r d   and  —   <  is  —  

mage  s e c t i o n   16  and  i t s   p a r t i c u l a r   shape  may  be  v a r i e d  epending  on  the  si2e  and  the  a s t h e t i c   c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s   of  th  p la t   a  w i l l  now  be  a p p r e c i a t e d .   11 

is  
J e T o   the'  c a r e g 0 i n S   d e S C r l P " 0 n   °f  ^   inVe" t i0n   in  ™ -  

i n v l L n   "   her6t0  8  d e f i n l t l ° "   <*  ^   ><°<*  "   ' h e  
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WHAT  IS  CLAIMED  I S :  

1  .  An  e a t i n g   p la te   of  the  type  for  use  by  the  handicapped  and  the  l i k e  

as  a  s e l f   - f e e d i n g   aid,   c h a r a c t e r i z e d   by:  

5  the  p l a t e   having  an  inner   bottom  and  an  upper  edge,  and  an  i n n e r  

wall  l e a d i n g   from  the  bottom  to  the  edge ;  

the  inner   wall  having  a  concavely  curved  po r t ion   ex t end ing   a round  

the  c i r c u m f e r e n c e   t h e r e o f ;  

the  concavely  curved  por t ion   having  a  t e r m i n a t i n g   po r t ion   c o n t i g u o u s  

10  the  upper  edge,  said  concavely  curved  po r t i on   and  t e r m i n a t i n g   p o r t i o n  

t h e r e o f   t end ing   to  hold  food  p a r t i c l e s   on  the  p la te   when  a  user  b r i n g s  

said  food  p a r t i c l e s   from  the  inner  bottom  to  the  upper  edge  of  the  p l a t e  

with  an  e a t i ng   u t e n s i l ;   and 

a  d ra inage   s ec t i on   i n t e r r u p t i n g   the  p o r t i o n   of  the  concavely  cu rved  

15  p o r t i o n   of  the  inner   wall  t e r m i n a t i n g   con t iguous   the  upper  edge,  whereby 

r e s i d u a l   food  is  drained  from  the  p la te   through  the  d ra inage   s e c t i o n   when 

washing  the  p l a t e .  

2.  An  ea t i ng   p l a t e   as  desc r ibed   by  claim  1,  c h a r a c t e r i z e d   by: 

the  d ra inage   s ec t i on   being  contoured  to  blend  in  with  the  c o n c a v e l y  

20  curved  po r t i on   of  the  inner   wall  and  the  upper  edge  of  the  p l a t e .  

3.  An  ea t i ng   p l a t e   as  desc r ibed   by  claim  1,  f u r t h e r   c h a r a c t e r i z e d   by: 

a  ledge  ex tend ing   outwardly  from  the  upper  edge  of  the  p l a t e ;   and 

i n d i c i a   c a r r i e d   by  said  ledge  a d j a c e n t   the  d ra inage   s ec t i on   f o r  

i n d i c a t i n g   the  proper  o r i e n t a t i o n   of  said  p l a t e   for  a c h i e v i n g   the  d r a i n a g e  

2:  of  r e s i d u a l   food  through  said  d ra inage   s e c t i o n   when  washing  tne  p l a t e .  

k  .  An  ea t i ng   p l a t e   as  de sc r ibed   by  claim  1,  f u r t h e r   c h a r a c t e r i z e d   by: 
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the  por t ion   of  the  concave ly   curved  por t ion   of  the  inner  wall  t e r -  

mina t ing   cont iguous   the  edge  being  an  inwardly  ex tending   l i p ;  
said  l ip  tending  to  hold  the  food  p a r t i c l e s   on  the  p la te   when  a  u s e r  

b r ings   said  food  p a r t i c l e s   from  the  inner   bottom  to  the  upper  edge  of  t h e  
5  p l a t e   with  an  ea t ing   u t e n s i l ;   and 

the  dra inage   s e c t i o n   i n t e r r u p t i n g   the  inwardly  ex tend ing   l ip ,   whereby  
r e s i d u a l   food  is  dra ined  from  the  p la te   through  the  d ra inage   s e c t i o n   when 
washing  the  p l a t e .  
5.  An  ea t ing   p la te   as  d e s c r i b e d   by  claim  1,  f u r t h e r   c h a r a c t e r i z e d   by:  

0  the  dra inage  s e c t i o n   e l i m i n a t i n g   a  s e c t i o n   of  the  t e r m i n a t i n g   p o r -  
t ion  of  the  concavely  curved  po r t ion   of  the  inner  w a l l .  
6.  An  ea t ing   p la te   as  d e s c r i b e d   by  claim  k,  f u r t h e r   c h a r a c t e r i z e d   by:  

the  dra inage  s e c t i o n   e l i m i n a t i n g   a  s ec t i on   of  the  inwardly  e x t e n d i n g  
l i p .  

5  7.  An  ea t ing   p la te   as  d e s c r i b e d   by  claim  1,  f u r t h e r   c h a r a c t e r i z e d   by:  
i n d i c i a   c a r r i e d   by  the  p l a t e   ad j acen t   the  d ra inage   s ec t ion   for  i n -  

d i c a t i n g   the  proper  o r i e n t a t i o n   of  said  p l a t e   for  ach iev ing   the  d r a i n a g e  
of  r e s i d u a l   food  through  said  d ra inage   s e c t i o n   when  washing  the  p l a t e .  
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