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Carbon  fiber  aggregate  capable  of  feeding  by  gravity-feed  and  production  method  therefor. 

©  A  compressed  carbon  fiber  aggregate  has  a  ball- 
shaped,  elongated  ellipsoidal  or  cylindrical  configura- 
tion  made  up  of  individual  carbon  fibers.  The  carbon 
fiber  aggregate  is  produced  without  the  need  for  a 

p)  binder  but  is  made  sufficiently  dense  by  compres- 
^sion  into  the  ball-shaped,  ellipsoidal  or  cylindrical 

configuration.To  produce  the  aforementioned  carbon 
q   fiber  aggregate  with  increased  density,  loose  carbon 
is,  fibers  are  circulated  by  means  of  a  gas,  such  as  air, 

within  a  circular  chamber  (10).  As  they  are  being 
{̂ j  driven  around  the  circular  chamber  by  the  gas,  in- 
<M  dividual  carbon  fibers  separate  and  then  reaggregate 
Qinto  a  more  compact  ball-shaped  or  ellipsoidal  con- 

figuration.  By  performing  the  aforementioned  pro- 
Q-cess  for  a  sufficient  period  of  time,  e.g.  10  to  20 

min.,  a  ball-shaped  or  ellipsoidal  carbon  fiber  ag- 
gregate  with  a  density  sufficiently  high  for  gravity- 

feed  can  be  obtained.  The  obtained  carbon  fiber 
aggregates  may  be  of  essentially  uniform  size  and 
density. 
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