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(§4}  Method  and  system  for  use  with  photographic  apparatus. 
©  A  system  for  displaying  ranging  information  in  alpha- 
numeric  form  in  a  photographic  apparatus  such  as  a  camera  is 
described.  The  system  comprises  a  sonar-type  range  finder 
(20)  for  transmitting  ranging  energy  toward  a  subject  to  be 
ranged;  a  distance  decoder  module  (50)  for  deriving  a  range 
signal  by  measuring  a  characteristic  of  reflected  or  non-re- 
flected  ranging  energy  from  the  subject;  a  seven  segment 
decoder  (60)  for  converting  the  range  signal  into  a  subject 
range  display  signal  which  facilitate  displaying  the  subject  range 
in  alphanumeric  form;  and  an  LED  display  (64)  for  displaying  the 
range  display  signal  in  alphanumeric  form.  Preferably,  the  range 
display  signal  is  displayed  in  the  viewfinder  of  the  apparatus. 
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