EP 0 224 336 A3

Européisches Patentamt
® o European Patent Office

Office européen des brevets

®

Publication number: 0 224 336
A3

® EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION

@ Application number: 86308348.1

@) Date offiling: 27.10.86

®

int.ci+: G 03 B 17/20

®

Priority: 21.11.85 US 800314

Date of publication of application:
03.06.87 Bulletin 87/23

® ®

Designated Contracting States: DE FR GB

®

Date of deferred publication of search report:
07.10.87 Bulletin 87/41

Applicant: POLAROID CORPORATION
549 Technology Square
Cambridge, Massachusetts 02139 (US)

Inventor: Neely, Judith L.
18 Milton Road
Reading MA 01867 (US)

Representative: Skone James, Robert Edmund et al
GILL JENNINGS & EVERY 53-64 Chancery Lane
London WC2A 1HN (GB)

@ Method and system for use with photographic apparatus.

@ A system for displaying ranging information in alpha-
numeric form in a photographic apparatus such as a camera is
described. The system comprises a sonar-type range finder
(20) for transmitting ranging energy toward a subject to be
ranged; a distance decoder module (50) for deriving a range
signal by measuring a characteristic of reflected or non-re-
flected ranging energy from the subject; a seven segment
decoder (60) for converting the range signal into a subject
range display signal which facilitate displaying the subject range
in alphanumeric form; and an LED display (64) for displaying the
range display signal in alphanumeric form. Preferably, the range
display signal is displayed in the viewfinder of the apparatus.
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