
turopaisches  Patentamt 

European  Patent  Office 

Office  europeen  des  brevets 

©  Publication  number: 0  2 2 5   7 6 8  

A 3  

E U R O P E A N   PATENT  A P P L I C A T I O N  

©  Application  number:  86309277.1 

0   Date  of  filing:  27.11.86 

©  int.  CIA  E04C  3/07  ,  E04B  1 /70  

©  Priority:  11.12.85  GB  8530535  ©  Applicant:  Precision  Metal  Forming  Limited 
Swindon  Road 

©  Date  of  publication  of  application:  Cheltenham  Gloucestershire(GB) 
16.06.87  Bulletin  87/25 

©  Inventor:  Bocchi,  Hugo  Edward  Antoine 
©  Designated  Contracting  States:  37  Old  Bath  Road 

AT  BE  CH  DE  FR  GB  LI  LU  NL  Cheltenham  Gloucestershire  GL53(GB) 

®  Date  of  deferred  publication  of  the  search  report:  ©  Representative:  Harding,  Richard  Patrick  et  al 
02.12.87  Bulletin  87/49  Arthur  R.  Davies  &  Co.  27  Imperial  Square 

Cheltenham  GL50  1RQ(GB) 

(*£>  Improvements  in  structural  members. 

(sy  A  channel-section  structural  member  1  for  use 
as  the  bottom  plate  of  a  galvanised  steel  building 
frame  comprises  a  central  web  2  and  two  parallel 
flanges  8  and  10  extending  along  opposite  edges  of 
the  web  2  to  form  a  channel.  Two  ribs  4  and  6  are 
provided  in  the  web  2  for  supporting  the  ends  of 
upright  structural  members  within  the  channel  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  allow  a  gap  for  drainage  of 
moisture  along  the  channel.  Drainage  holes  12  are 
provided  in  the  structural  member  1  so  as  to  enable 
moisture  to  drain  out  of  the  channel  at  points  inter- 
mediate  the  two  ends  of  the  structural  member  1, 
thereby  minimising  the  risk  of  accumulated  moisture 
resulting  in  corrosion  of  the  structural  member  over 
a  period  of  time. 
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