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©  Variable  furniture. 
©  The  invention  relates  to  a  variable  piece  of  furniture 
which  lends  itself  particularly  for  use  as  a  chest  of  drawers, 
consisting  of  a  chest  (1  ),  a  working  surface  (6)  placed  above  it, 
leaving  a  certain  amount  of  space,  and  a  vertical  backboard 
(4),  such  that  certain  parts  of  this  piece  of  furniture  are  usable 
as  a  bed,  whereby  the  chest  of  drawers  which  is  initially  suit- 
able  for  a  baby  is  wholly  utilizable  for  a  somewhat  older  child. 

In  this  connection  the  invention  provides  a  piece  of  furni- 
ture  which  is  characterized  by  a  chest  (1),  upon  which  there 
extends,  principally  in  the  same  plane  ass  the  rear  wall  of  the 
chest,  a  bulkhead  (4)  which  together  with  other  supporting 
members  mounted  on  the  top  surface  of  the  chest  carries  a 
board  (6)  parallel  to  the  top  surface  of  the  chest,  said  bulk- 
head  and  said  board  being  suitable  for  utilization  as  end- 
pieces  for  the  extremities  of  a  bed. 
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V a r i a b l e   f u r n i t u r e  

T h i s   i n v e n t i o n   r e l a t e s   to   a  p i e c e   of  f u r n i t u r e  

p r o v i d e d   w i t h   d e t a c h a b l y   m o u n t e d   p a r t s   f o r   t h e   a s s e m b l y   of  a  
d i f f e r e n t   p i e c e   of  f u r n i t u r e .  

A  p i e c e   of  f u r n i t u r e   of  t h e   k i n d   i s   known  in  v a r i o u s  

5  e m b o d i m e n t s   f r o m ,   among  o t h e r   s o u r c e s ,   t h e   p r e s e n t   a p p l i c a n t s '  

p r e v i o u s l y   p u b l i s h e d   D u t c h   p a t e n t   a p p l i c a t i o n   8 4 0 0 0 1 9 .  

The  i n v e n t i o n   has   f o r   i t s   aim  to  p r o v i d e   a  v a r i a b l e  

p i e c e   of  f u r n i t u r e   w h i c h   l e n d s   i t s e l f   p a r t i c u l a r l y   f o r   use   a s  

a  c h e s t   of  d r a w e r s ,   c o n s i s t i n g   of  a  c h e s t ,   a  w o r k i n g   s u r f a c e  

10  p l a c e d   a b o v e   i t ,   l e a v i n g   a  c e r t a i n   amoun t   of  s p a c e ,   and  a  
v e r t i c a l   b a c k b o a r d ,   s u c h   t h a t   c e r t a i n   p a r t s   of  t h i s   p i e c e   o f  
f u r n i t u r e   a r e   u s a b l e   as  a  b e d ,   w h e r e b y   t h e   c h e s t   of  d r a w e r s  

w h i c h   is   i n i t i a l l y   s u i t a b l e   f o r   a  b a b y   is   w h o l l y   u t i l i z a b l e  

f o r   a  s o m e w h a t   o l d e r   c h i l d .  

15  In  t h i s   c o n n e c t i o n   t h e   i n v e n t i o n   p r o v i d e s   a  p i e c e   o f  
f u r n i t u r e   w h i c h   is  c h a r a c t e r i z e d   by  a  c h e s t ,   upon  w h i c h   t h e r e  
e x t e n d s ,   p r i n c i p a l l y   in  t h e   same  p l a n e   as  t h e   r e a r   w a l l   of  t h e  
c h e s t ,   a  b u l k h e a d   w h i c h   t o g e t h e r   w i t h   o t h e r   s u p p o r t i n g   m e m b e r s  
m o u n t e d   on  t h e   t op   s u r f a c e   of  t h e   c h e s t   c a r r i e s   a  b o a r d  

20  p a r a l l e l   to   t h e   top   s u r f a c e   of  t h e   c h e s t ,   s a i d   b u l k h e a d   a n d  
s a i d   b o a r d   b e i n g   s u i t a b l e   f o r   u t i l i z a t i o n   as  e n d - p i e c e s   f o r  
t h e   e x t r e m i t i e s   of  a  b e d .  

The  u s e r   w i l l   g e n e r a l l y   g i v e   p r e f e r e n c e   to   a  p i e c e   o f  
f u r n i t u r e   of  w h i c h   t h e   c h e s t   is   s u p p o r t e d   by  at   l e a s t   t w o  

25  l e g s .  

The  s u p p o r t i n g   m e m b e r s   can  a l s o   c o m p r i s e   a t   l e a s t   t w o  
l e g s   . 

The  l e g s   can  be  of  any  s u i t a b l e   f o r m .   For   e x a m p l e ,  
e a c h   leg   may  p o s s e s s   a  p r i n c i p a l l y   c i r c u l a r   c y l i n d r i c a l   f o r m .  

30  In  a  p r e f e r r e d   e m b o d i m e n t ,   t h e   p i e c e   of  f u r n i t u r e  
a c c o r d i n g   to   t h e   i n v e n t i o n   p r e s e n t s   t h e   f e a t u r e   t h a t   e a c h   o f  
t h e   l e g s   c o m p r i s e s   a  l o n g i t u d i n a l   g r o o v e ,   in  w h i c h   t he   b o a r d  
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a n d / o r   t he   b u l k h e a d   f i t s   and  i s   f a s t e n a b l e   t h e r e t o ,   s u c h   t h a t  

t h e   l e g s   a r e   s u i t a b l e   as  s u p p o r t s   f o r   t h e   b o a r d   a n d / o r  

b u l k h e a d   u s e d   as  e n d - p i e c e s   of  t h e   b e d .  

The  i n v e n t i o n   w i l l   now  be  e x p l a i n e d   by  r e f e r e n c e   to   a  

5  d r a w i n g   of  an  a r b i t r a r y   e m b o d i m e n t ,   to   w h i c h   t h e   i n v e n t i o n   i s  

n o t   h o w e v e r   r e s t r i c t e d .   In  t h e   d r a w i n g :  

F i g u r e   1  shows   a  p e r s p e c t i v e   v i e w   of  a  p i e c e   o f  

f u r n i t u r e   a c c o r d i n g   to   t h e   i n v e n t i o n ,   in  w h i c h ,   f o r   t h e  

p u r p o s e   of  c l a r i t y ,   s e v e r a l   c o m p o n e n t s   have   b e e n   d e p i c t e d   a s  

10  s e p a r a t e d   by  some  d i s t a n c e ;  

F i g u r e   2  shows   a  p e r s p e c t i v e   v i e w   of  a  bed  w h i c h   i s  

c o n s t r u c t e d   by  u t i l i z a t i o n   of  t h e   v e r t i c a l   b u l k h e a d   and  t h e  

h o r i z o n t a l   b o a r d   a c c o r d i n g   to   f i g u r e   1,  in  w h i c h   v i e w   t h e  

c o n s t i t u e n t   p a r t s   a r e   a l s o   d e p i c t e d   as  b e i n g   s e p a r a t e d   by  a  

15  c e r t a i n   d i s t a n c e ;  

F i g u r e   3  shows   d e t a i l   I I I   a c c o r d i n g   to   f i g u r e   1  an  a  

p a r t l y   c u t - a w a y   p e r s p e c t i v e   v i e w ;  

F i g u r e   4  shows   d e t a i l   IV  a c c o r d i n g   to   f i g u r e   1  in  a  

p a r t l y   c u t - a w a y   p e r s p e c t i v e   v i e w ;   a n d  

20  F i g u r e   5  shows   d e t a i l   V  a c c o r d i n g   to   f i g u r e   2  in  a  

p a r t l y   c u t - a w a y   p e r s p e c t i v e   v i e w .  

F i g u r e   1  shows   p i e c e   of  f u r n i t u r e   1,  c o n s i s t i n g   of  a  

c h e s t   2  w i t h   d r a w e r s   3,  upon   w h i c h   t h e r e   e x t e n d s   v e r t i c a l l y ,  

p r i n c i p a l l y   in  t h e   same  p l a n e   as  t h e   r e a r   w a l l   ( n o t   shown  i n  

25  f i g u r e   1)  of  c h e s t   2,  b u l k h e a d   4,  w h i c h   t o g e t h e r   w i t h   t w o  

p r i n c i p a l l y   c i r c u l a r   c y l i n d r i c a l   l e g s   5  b e a r s   a  h o r i z o n t a l  

b o a r d   6  .  C h e s t   2  i s   s u p p o r t e d   by  two  l e g s   7  s i t u a t e d   a t   t h e  

f r o n t   and  by  s u p p o r t i n g   b u l k h e a d   8  at   t h e   b a c k ,   w h i c h   b u l k h e a d  

is   s e t   a  l i t t l e   way  f o r w a r d   w i t h   r e s p e c t   to   t h e   r e a r   w a l l   o f  

30  t h e   c h e s t   so  t h a t   in  t h e   p r e s e n c e   of  a  s k i r t i n g - b o a r d   t h e   r e a r  

w a l l   of  t h e   c h e s t   can  be  p l a c e d   a g a i n s t   a  w a l l .  

F i g u r e   2  shows   f r a m e   9  of  a  bed  w i t h   two  s i d e -  

b u l k h e a d s   10,  w h e r e o f   t h e   h e a d   e n d s   and  t h e   f o o t   e n d s   a r e  

c o u p l e d   by  b o a r d   6  and  b u l k h e a d   4  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  

35  In  t h i s   e x a m p l e ,   l e g s   5,  w h i c h   in  t he   p i e c e   o f  

f u r n i t u r e   a c c o r d i n g   to   f i g u r e   1  s e r v e d   as  s u p p o r t s   f o r   b o a r d  

6,  a r e   u t i l i z e d   as  s u p p o r t s   f o r   t h e   l o w e r   edge   of  b u l k h e a d   4 ,  



_3_  
0 2 2 7 1 6 1  

f u n c t i o n i n g   as  f o o t - b o a r d .   To  t h i s   end  t h e   p r i n c i p a l l y  
c i r c u l a r - c y l i n d r i c a l   ly  made  l e g s   5  a r e   p r o v i d e d   w i t h  

l o n g i t u d i n a l   g r o o v e   11,  shown  more  c l e a r l y   in  f i g u r e s   4  and  5 ,  
w h i c h   is   p o i n t e d   to   t h e   r e a r   in  t h e   p i e c e   of  f u r n i t u r e  

5  a c c o r d i n g   to   f i g u r e   1  f o r   e s t h e t i c   r e a s o n s .  

F i g u r e   3  shows   t h e   m a n n e r   in  w h i c h   b u l k h e a d   4  i s  

c o u p l e d   to   c h e s t   2  and  b o a r d   6  is   c o u p l e d   to   b u l k h e a d   4.  I t  
s h o u l d   be  c l e a r   t h a t   any  d e t a c h a b l e   j o i n i n g   means   can  b e  
u t i l i z e d ,   f o r   e x a m p l e   a  s c r e w   c o n n e c t i o n .   In  t h i s   e m b o d i m e n t ,  

10  use   is  made  of  t i g h t e n a b l e   p in   12,  w h i c h   i s   s c r e w e d   f i r m l y  
i n t o   t h r e a d e d   end  13  and  w h i c h   c o o p e r a t e s   w i t h   cam  1 4 ,  
r o t a t a b l e   f r o m   t h e   o u t s i d e   w i t h   a  s c r e w d r i v e r ,   f o r   t h e  
c o n n e c t i o n   of  b u l k h e a d   4  to  c h e s t   2 .  

In  t h e   same  way,  b o a r d   6  is  c o u p l e d   to   b u l k h e a d   4.  F o r  
15  t h i s ,   t o o ,   use   is   made  of  cam  14  w h i c h   t h r o u g h   r o t a t i o n   c a n  

e x e r t   a  t e n s i l e   f o r c e   on  h e a d   15  of  p i n   16,  w h i c h   i n  
d i s t i n c t i o n   to   p i n   12  d o e s   no t   p o s s e s s   a  t h r e a d e d   end  bu t   a  
f l a t   h e a d   1 7 .  

F i g u r e   4  shows   t h e   top   s u r f a c e   18,  upon  w h i c h   leg   5  i s  
20  l o c a t e d ,   w h i c h   p r o v i d e s   f o r   t he   s u p p o r t   of  b o a r d   6.  Leg  5  i s  

p r o v i d e d   w i t h   a  t h r e a d e d   end  19,  w h i c h   c o o p e r a t e s   w i t h   a n  
i n t e r n a l l y   t h r e a d e d   member   20  m o u n t e d   in  b o a r d   6.  By  means   o f  
a  s c r e w   21,  w h i c h   can  e x t e n d   t h r o u g h   h o l e   22  in  top   s u r f a c e  
18,  t he   f i n a l   c o u p l i n g   can  be  b r o u g h t   a b o u t   by  means   of  a n  

25  i n t e r n a l l y   t h r e a d e d   member   23  in  l eg   5 .  

F i n a l l y ,   f i g u r e   5  shows  t h e   m a n n e r   in  w h i c h   a  leg   5  i s  
u s e d   as  a  s u p p o r t   f o r   b u l k h e a d   4,  t h e   f o o t - b o a r d   of  f r a m e   9  o f  
t h e   bed .   In  t h e   b o t t o m   of  g r o o v e   11  t h e r e   i s   a l s o   l o c a t e d   a  
t h r e a d e d   end  or  an  i n t e r n a l l y   t h r e a d e d   member   13,  in  w h i c h  

30  t h e r e   is  f i r m l y   s c r e w e d   p i n   12,  w h i c h   can  c o o p e r a t e   w i t h   c a m  
14  in  b u l k h e a d   4.  By  r o t a t i o n   of  t h a t   cam  14,  p in   12  can   b e  
p u l l e d   t i g h t ,   w h e r e b y   a  v e r y   s t r o n g   c o u p l i n g   comes  a b o u t  
b e t w e e n   b u l k h e a d   4  and  leg  5 .  

I t   w i l l   be  c l e a r   t h a t   t h e r e   a r e   p o s s i b l e   m a n y  
35  v a r i a t i o n s   on  t he   s k e t c h e d   p r i n c i p l e   a c c o r d i n g   to   t h e  

i n v e n t i o n .  
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C l a i m s  

1.  A  p i e c e   of  f u r n i t u r e ,   p r o v i d e d   w i t h   d e t a c h a b l y  

m o u n t e d   p a r t s   f o r   t h e   a s s e m b l y   of  a  d i f f e r e n t   p i e c e   o f  

f u r n i t u r e ,   c h a r a c t e r i z e d   by  a  c h e s t   upon   w h i c h   t h e r e   e x t e n d s ,  

p r i n c i p a l l y   in  t h e   same  p l a n e   as  t h e   r e a r   w a l l   of  t he   c h e s t ,   a  
5  b u l k h e a d   w h i c h ,   t o g e t h e r   w i t h   o t h e r   s u p p o r t i n g   members   m o u n t e d  

on  t h e   top   s u r f a c e   of  t h e   c h e s t ,   c a r r i e s   a  b o a r d   p a r a l l e l   t o  

t h e   t o p   s u r f a c e   of  t h e   c h e s t ,   s a i d   b u l k h e a d   and  s a i d   b o a r d  

b e i n g   s u i t a b l e   f o r   u t i l i z a t i o n   as  e n d - p i e c e s   f o r   t h e  

e x t r e m i t i e s   of  a  b e d .  

10  2.  A  p i e c e   of  f u r n i t u r e   as  c l a i m e d   in  c l a i m   1 ,  

c h a r a c t e r i z e d   in  t h a t   t h e   c h e s t   i s   s u p p o r t e d   by  at   l e a s t   t w o  

l e g s   . 
3.  A  p i e c e   of  f u r n i t u r e   as  c l a i m e d   in  c l a i m   2 ,  

c h a r a c t e r i z e d   in  t h a t   t h e   s u p p o r t i n g   m e m b e r s   c o m p r i s e   a t   l e a s t  

15  two  l e g s .  

4.  A  p i e c e   of  f u r n i t u r e   as  c l a i m e d   in  c l a i m s   2  or  3 ,  

c h a r a c t e r i z e d   in  t h a t   e a c h   of  t h e   l e g s   c o m p r i s e s   a  

l o n g i t u d i n a l   g r o o v e ,   in  w h i c h   t h e   b o a r d   a n d / o r   t h e   b u l k h e a d  

f i t s   and  is   f a s t e n a b l e   t h e r e t o ,   s u c h   t h a t   t h e   l e g s   a r e  

20  s u i t a b l e   as  s u p p o r t s   f o r   t h e   b o a r d   a n d / o r   b u l k h e a d   u s e d   a s  

e n d - p i e c e s   of  t h e   b e d .  





0 2 2 7 1 6 1  





turopean  Patent 
Office EUROPEAN  SEARCH  REPORT 

0 2 2 7 1 6 1  

Application  number 

EP  86  20  2 1 6 0  

DOCUMENTS  CONSIDERED  TO  BE  RELEVANT 

uaiegory n̂ation  oi  oocumeni  wun  inoicauon.  wnere  appropriate, of  relevant  passages 
Relevant 
to  claim 

CLASSIFICATION  OF  THE 
APPLICATION  (Int  CM) 

JJ,  I E P - A - 0   147  902  (  VROOMSHOOP  ) 
*  Page   4,  l i n e s   3 - 1 4 , 2 6 - 3 4 ;   f i g -  
u r e s   1 ,3   * 

±ZU  344  (  ALGERNON  ) 
*  P a g e s   1 - 3 ;   f i g u r e s   5 , 6   * 

A  47  B  8 5 / 0 0  
A  47  D  1 1 / 0 0  

2 , 3  

TECHNICAL  FIELDS 
SEARCHED  (Int  CM, 

h  47  B 
&  47  D 

i  ne  present  searcn  report  nas  oeen  drawn  up  tor  all  claims 

Place  of  search  Date  of  completion  of  the  search  Examiner 
THE  HAGUE  1 2 - 0 3 - 1 9 8 7   OFFMANN  P.  A. 

I  fclaUMY  LM-  Ul  I  fcU  DOCUMENTS 
<  :  particularly  relevant  if  taken  alone 
C  :  particularly  relevant  if  combined  with  another 

document  of  the  same  category K  :  technological  background D  :  non-written  disclosure 3  :  intermediate  document 

r  :  theory  or  principle  underlying  the  invention 
E  :  earlier  patent  document,  but  published  on,  or after  the  filing  date 
D  :  document  cited  in  the  application 
L  :  document  cited  for  other  reasons 
&  :  member  of  the  same  patent  family,  corresponding 

document 


	bibliography
	description
	claims
	drawings
	search report

