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@ Processfor acid treating clay forimprovedfiltration.

@ A method of treating clay with acid to beneficiate the clay
farincreased capacity of filtration of oil-soluble colorant com-
pounds from oil. The clay is groundto a particle size distribu-
tion such that more than 50% by weight of the clay, on a dry
basis, passes through a 200 mesh screen and less than 5% by
weight of the clay, on a dry basis, is finer than 5 microns. After
grinding, the ground clay is directly contacted with an acid
solution to form an acid slurry of the clay. The clay acid slurry
Is agitated for a time sufficient and at a temperature sufficient
5o that the acid reacts with a portion of the clay and, thereaf-
ter, the acid treated clay is separated from the acid solution;
the clay then is washed to remove most of the acid solution
from the clay; filtered to a liquid content less than about 60%
by weight and thereafter dried to a liquid content less than
about 20% by weight.
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