
Ewopaisehes  Patentamt 

European  Patent  Office 

Office  europeen  des  brevets 

0  2 4 0   2 2 9  

A 3  
(n)  Publication  number: 

EUROPEAN  PATENT  APPLICATION 

(S)  IntCI.3:  A  61  H  1/02 (21)  Application  number:  87302558.9 

@  Date  of  filing:  25.03.87 

(so)  Priority:  01.04.86  GB  8607924 7y  Applicant:  Henshaw,JohnTrueman 
1  Taxal  View 
Fernilee  Whaley  Bridge  via  Stockport,  SKI  2  7HD(GB) 

(J3)  Date  of  publication  of  application  : 
07.10.87  Bulletin  87/41 

@  Date  of  deferred  publication  of  search  report:  19.04.89 

@  Designated  Contracting  States: 
CH  DE  FR  LI 

2)  Applicant:  Frank,  Peter  Leo 
27  Byrom  Street 
Manchester,  M3  4PF(GB) 

(72)  Inventor:  Henshaw,JohnTrueman 
Taxal  View  Fernilee 
Whaley  Bridge  via  Stockport  SK12  7HD(GB) 

@  Representative:  Funge,  Harry  et  al, 
M'CAW  &  CO.  41  -51  Royal  Exchange  Cross  Street 
Manchester  M27BD(GB) 

(jj)  Applicant:  Elliott,  Doris 
1  Taxal  View 
Fernilee  Whaley  Bridge  via  Stockport,  SK12  7HD(GB) 

(54)  Traction  apparatus. 
©  Traction  apparatus  which  is  readily  portable  and  enables 
a  patient  to  subject  himself  or  herself  to  treatment  in  the 
home  is  provided.  The  traction  apparatus  (10,50)  comprises  a frame  (11)  on  which  two  body  support  members  (18,22)  are 
mounted.  One  body  support  member  (22),  or  both  of  them,  is 
provided  with  tracks  (24)  which  move  on  wheels  (21)  rota- 
tably  mounted  in  the  frame  (11)  so  that  that  body  support member  (22)  can  move  towards  or  away  from  the  other  body 
support  member  (18)  and  relative  to  the  frame  (11).  The 
movement  is  effected  by  a  jack  (26)  connected  between  the 
body  support  members  (18,22)  and  operated  by  a  handwheel 
(28)  conveniently  mounted  at  the  side  of  the  frame  (11)  adja- 
cent  the  other  body  support  member  (18). 
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CLAIMS  INCURRING  FEES 

The  preserrt  European  patent  application  comprised  at  the  time  of  filing  more  than  ten  claims. 

j—  I  All  claims  fees  have  been  paid  within  the  prescribed  time  limit  The  present  European  search  report  has  been 

drawn  up  for  all  claims. 

p-,  only  part  of  the  claims  fees  have  been  paid  within  the  prescribed  time  limit  The  present  European  search 
LJ  

report  has  been  drawn  up  forthe  flrstten  claims  and  for  those  claims  for  which  claims  fees  have  been  paid. 

namely  claims: 

r-1  No  claims  fees  have  been  paid  within  the  prescribed  time  limit.  The  present  European  search  report  has  been 

drawn  up  for  the  first  ten  claims. 

X  LACK  OF  UNITY  OF  INVENTION 

The  Search  Division  considers  that  the  present  European  patent  application  does  not  comply  with  the  requirement  of  unity  of 

invention  and  relates  to  several  inventions  or  groups  of  inventions, 
namely: 

1.  C l a i m s   1 - 3 :   A p p a r a t u s   as  in   c l a i m   1  w i t h   a  j a c k   a s  
e x t e n s i o n   m e a n s   and  one  f i x e d   b o d y   s u p p o r t   m e m b e r  

2.  C l a i m s '   1 , 2 , 4 :   A p p a r a t u s   as  in   c l a i m   2  w i t h   o p e r a t i n g  
m e a n s   c o n n e c t e d   to   t h e   j a c k   by  a  g e a r i n g  

3.  C l a i m s   1 , 2 , 5 :   A p p a r a t u s   as  in   c l a i m   2  w i t h   o p e r a t i n g  
m e a n s   c o n n e c t e d   to   t h e   j a c k   by  a  f l e x i b l e   s h a f t  

4.  C l a i m s   1 , 6 :   A p p a r a t u s   as  in   c l a i m   1  w i t h   h a r n e s s  
a t t a c h m e n t   m e a n s  

5.  C l a i m s   1 , 7 :   A p p a r a t u s   as  in   c l a i m   1  w i t h   w h e e l s   on  t h e  

f r a m e   and  t r a c k s   on  t h e   b o d y   s u p p o r t   m e m b e r  

6.  C l a i m s   1 , 2 , 8 :   A p p a r a t u s   as  in   c l a i m   2  w i t h   a  p u s h   r o d  

b e t w e e n   t h e   j a c k   and   t h e   s e c o n d   s u p p o r t   m e m b e r  

7.  C l a i m s   1 , 9 :   A p p a r a t u s   as  i n   c l a i m   1  w i t h   a  h e a d  

s u p p o r t   m o u n t e d   on  t h e   f r a m e  

8.  C l a i m s   1 , 1 0 :   A p p a r a t u s   as  in   c l a i m   1  w i t h   t w o  
m o v a b l y   m o u n t e d   s u p p o r t   m e m b e r s  

r-i  All  further  search  fees  have  been  paid  within  the  fixed  time  limit.  The  present  European  search  report  has 

—  been  drawn  up  for  all  claims. 

^   Only  part  of  the  further  search  fees  have  been  paid  within  the  fixed  time  limit  The  present  European  search 
^   

report  has  been  drawn  up  for  those  parts  of  the  European  patent  application  which  relate  to  the  inventions  In 

respect  of  which  search  fees  have  been  paid, 

namely  caims:  3 ,9   and  1 ,2   p a r t i a l l y   ( s e e   p o i n t s   1  and  7 )  

j—  1  None  of  the  further  search  fees  has  been  paid  within  the  fixed  time  limit.  The  present  European  search  report 

has  been  drawn  up  for  those  parts  of  the  European  patent  application  which  relate  to  the  invention  first 

mentioned  in  the  claims, 

namely  claims:  _ _ _ _ _ ^   —  —  —  —   —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  ————— 
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