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(54)  Locking  device  for  blinds  and  the  like. 

@  The  locking  device  for  blinds  and  the  like  comprises  a 
fixed  stop  (1  ,4,5)  secured  to  an  upright  (2)  of  a  door  or  window 
to  be  closed  by  the  blind  and  a  movable  part  (8)  in  the  manner 
of  a  catch,  mounted  on  one  of  the  slats  (3a)  of  the  said  blind 
and  adapted  to  assume  a  protruding  position  (Fig.  3)  in  which 
it  may  be  blocked  by  the  stop  (5)  when  the  blind  is  pry  opened 
from  its  lower  side,  and  a  withdrawn  position  (Fig.  5)  in  which 
it  can  surmount  the  stop  (5)  when  the  blind  is  raised  by  rolling 
it  up,  the  catch-like  movable  part  (8)  having  its  gravity  center 
point  offset  towards  a  side  and  upwards  of  the  plane  where 
the  articulation  axis  (7)  thereof  is  located,  such  that  the  said 
movable  part  (8)  tends  to  assume  a  blocking,  protruding  posi- 
tion  under  the  action  of  gravity. 
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LOCKING  DEVICE  FOR  BLINDS  AND  THE  LIKE 

The  p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n   r e l a t e s   to  a  l o c k i n g  

d e v i c e   f o r   b l i n d s   and  t h e   l i k e   of  t h e   k i n d   f o r m e d   of  a  
s e r i e s   of  h o r i z o n t a l   s l a t s   w i t h   t h e i r   e n d s   m o u n t e d   s l i d i n g  

w i t h i n   v e r t i c a l   c h a n n e l e d   g u i d e s   s e c u r e d   to  t he   u p r i g h t s  

5  of  a  window  or  d o o r   to  be  c l o s e d   t h e r e w i t h ,   and  c o n n e c t e d  

w i t h   one  a n o t h e r   by  a  hook  and  s o c k e t   d e v i c e ,   or  by  a t  

l e a s t   one  f l e x i b l e   or  a r t i c u l a t e d   p u l l i n g   s t r u t   w h i c h   c a n  

be  d rawn  from  an  u p p e r   w i n d i n g   up  d e v i c e   f o r   m o v i n g   u p -  
w a r d s   t he   l o w e r m o s t   s l a t   t h e r e b y   r a i s i n g   t he   o t h e r   s u p e r -  

10  i m p o s e d   s l a t s ,   b o t h   i n s t a n c e s   p r o v i d i n g   f o r   a  s m a l l  

c l e a r a n c e   b e t w e e n   t h e   s l a t s   when  t he   b l i n d   is   r o l l e d   u p  

f rom  a b o v e .   The  l o c k i n g   d e v i c e   a c c o r d i n g   to  t h e   i n v e n t i o n ,  

w h i c h   w i l l   be  d e s c r i b e d   t h e r e a f t e r ,   is   v e r y   s i m p l e   and  e f -  

f e c t i v e   . 
15 

BACKGROUND  OF  THE  INVENTION 

L o c k i n g   d e v i c e s   f o r   p r e v e n t i n g   o p e n i n g   of  b l i n d s  

of  t he   above   k i n d   by  means   of  p r y i n g   up,  b a s e d   on  a  c a t c h  

f i x e d   to  a  l a t e r a l   p o s t   or  u p r i g h t ,   as  may  be  one  of  t h e  

20  v e r t i c a l   c h a n n e l e d   g u i d e s   i n t o   w h i c h   t he   b l i n d   s l a t s   a r e  

a d a p t e d   to  s l i d e ,   and  a  m o v a b l e ,   l o c k - s h a p e d   p a r t   m o u n t e d  

on  one  of  t he   s l a t s   and  a d a p t e d   to  a s s u m e   a  p r o t r u d i n g  

p o s i t i o n   in  w h i c h   i t   can  be  b l o c k e d   by  t he   s t o p   when  a n  

a t t e m p t   is  made  of  r a i s i n g   t he   b l i n d   by  f o r c e   m o v i n g   u p -  

25  w a r d s   i t s   l o w e r   s l a t ,   and  a  w i t h d r a w n   p o s i t i o n   in  w h i c h   i t  

can  s u r p a s s   t he   s t o p   when  the   b l i n d   is  r a i s e d   by  b e i n g  

r o l l e d   up,  a re   w e l l   k n o w n .  

T h i s   k i n d   of  known  l o c k i n g   d e v i c e s   have   t h e  

d r a w b a c k   t h a t   in  o r d e r   of  o b t a i n i n g   t he   m o v e m e n t s   of  t h e  

30  l o c k - s h a p e d   p a r t ,   i t   i s   n e c e s s a r y   to  use   c a b l e s   or  s t r u t s  

c o n n e c t e d   to  one  of  t h e   s l a t s ,   and  b i a s i n g   s p r i n g s ,   w h i c h  

c o m p l i c a t e s   t he   d e v e l o p m e n t   of  t he   c l o s u r e   and  r a i s e s   t h e  
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c o s t s   t h e r e o f ,   as  w e l l   as  i t   makes   e a s i e r   t he   o u t c o m e   o f  

b r e a k d o w n s .  

DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  INVENTION 
5  With  t h e   aim  of  g i v i n g   a  s o l u t i o n   to  t h e   a b o v e  

d r a w b a c k s ,   t he   l o c k i n g   d e v i c e   s u b j e c t   of  t h e   i n v e n t i o n ,   o f  
t h e   a b o v e   t y p e ,   h a s   been   d e v i s e d   and  is  e s s e n t i a l l y -  
c h a r a c t e r i z e d   by  t h e   f a c t   t h a t   t he   l o c k - s h a p e d   o s c i l l a t i n g  
member   i s   f r e e l y   a r t i c u l a t e d   on  a  p a r t   f i x e d   to  one  of  t h e  

10  s l a t s   a b o u t   an  a r t i c u l a t i o n   a x i s   l o c a t e d   s u c h   t h a t   t h e  

g r a v i t y   c e n t e r   p o i n t   of  t h e   member  is   o f f s e t   o u t w a r d l y ,   a s  
r e g a r d s   t h e   b l i n d ,   f rom  t he   s a i d   a r t i c u l a t i o n   a x i s   a n d  
p l a c e d   o v e r   t h i s   l a t t e r ,   so  t h a t   t h e   l o c k - s h a p e d   o s c i l l a t -  

ing   member   has  a  t e n d e n c y   to  be  k e p t   by  i t s   own  w e i g h t   i n  
15  a  p r o t r u d i n g   b l o c k i n g   p o s i t i o n   as  r e g a r d s   t h e   f i x e d   c a t c h .  

On  t he   o t h e r   h a n d ,   i t   is   p r o v i d e d   t h a t   t h e   i n n e r  

end ,   as  r e g a r d s   t h e   b l i n d ,   of  t he   l o c k - s h a p e d   o s c i l l a t i n g  
member   in  q u e s t i o n   has   a  p r o j e c t i o n   a g a i n s t   w h i c h   a  p l a t e  
f i x e d   to  an  u p p e r   s l a t   p l a c e d   above   of  a  l o w e r   s l a t   b e a r -  

20  ing   t h e   s a i d   o s c i l l a t i n g   member  may  b e a r   when  t he   f i r s t  
c i t e d ,   u p p e r ,   s l a t   moves   d o w n w a r d s   n e a r e r   to  i t s   d o w n w a r d s  

n e x t ,   l o w e r ,   s l a t   and  p u s h e s   t h e   o s c i l l a t i n g   member  to  i t s  
b l o c k i n g   p o s i t i o n .  

More  p a r t i c u l a r l y ,   t h e   l o c k - s h a p e d   o s c i l l a t i n g  
25  member   c o n s i s t s   of  a  p l a t e   h a v i n g   a  f r a m e - s h a p e d   e x t e n s i o n  

f o r m i n g   a  s t a g g e r i n g   t h a t   p r o t r u d e s   t o w a r d s   t h e   r e v e r s e  
s i d e   of  t he   b l i n d ,   t h e   e x t e n s i o n   b e i n g   a r t i c u l a t e d   to  a  
c h a n n e l e d   wing   p r o t r u d i n g   f rom  a n o t h e r   p l a t e   f i x e d   to  t h e  
s a i d   l o w e r   s l a t ,   w h i l e   t h e   n e x t   u p p e r   s l a t   c a r r i e s   a  t h i r d  

30  p l a t e   w i t h   o u t w a r d l y   p r o t r u d i n g ,   as  r e g a r d s   t h e   b l i n d ,  
s t a g g e r e d   w i n g s   h a v i n g   t o n g u e s   w h i c h   r e s t   u n d e r   t h e   o s c i l -  
l a t i n g   member ,   o u t w a r d l y   of  i t s   a r t i c u l a t i o n   a x i s ,   t h u s  
f o r c i n g   t h i s   member   to  a s s u m e   i t s   w i t h d r a w n   p o s i t i o n   w h e n  
t h e   b l i n d   r a i s e s   by  b e i n g   r o l l e d   u p .  
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BRIEF  DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  DRAWINGS 
For  a  b e t t e r   u n d e r s t a n d i n g   of  what   is  d e s c r i b e d  

in  t he   p r e s e n t   s p e c i f i c a t i o n ,   t he   e n c l o s e d   d r a w i n g s   s h o w ,  
o n l y   by  way  of  non  r e s t r i c t i v e   e x a m p l e ,   a  p r a c t i c a l   em-  
b o d i m e n t   of  the   l o c k i n g   d e v i c e   a c c o r d i n g   to  t he   i n v e n t i o n .  

5  In  t he   s a i d   d r a w i n g s :  

F i g u r e   1  is   an  e x p l o d e d   p e r s p e c t i v e   v iew  of  t h e  
l o c k i n g   d e v i c e   c o m p o n e n t s ,   e x c e p t   f o r   t he   f i x e d   s t o p ;  

f i g u r e   2  is  a  p e r s p e c t i v e   v iew  of  t he   e n s e m b l e  
of  t he   d e v i c e   as  m o u n t e d   on  a  b l i n d ;  

10  f i g u r e   3  is  a  t r a n s v e r s a l   c r o s s - s e c t i o n   v iew  o f  
the   e n s e m b l e   of  t he   d e v i c e   in  r e s t   p o s i t i o n ,   w i t h   t h e  
b l i n d   s l a t s   r e s t i n g   t he   ones   o v e r   t he   o t h e r ;  

f i g u r e   4  shows   how  t he   l o c k i n g   d e v i c e   i s  
b l o c k e d   when  the   b l i n d   is   p ry   o p e n e d   f rom  u n d e r   t he   l o w e r  

15  s l a t s ,   a n d  

f i g u r e   5  is   a  c r o s s   s e c t i o n   t h r o u g h   a  p l a n e  
p a r a l l e l   to  t h a t   of  t he   p r e v i o u s   f i g u r e s ,   s h o w i n g   how  t h e  
l o c k i n g   d e v i c e   i s   r e l e a s e d   when  the   b l i n d   is   r o l l e d   up  u p -  
w a r d s   . 

20  

DESCRIPTION  OF  A  PREFERRED  EMBODIMENT 
The  l o c k i n g   d e v i c e   f o r   b l i n d s   c o n s i s t s ,   in  t h e  

d r a w i n g s ,   of  a  s t o p   f o r m e d   of  a  p l a t e   1  f i x e d   to  one  o f  
t he   c h a n n e l e d   g u i d e s   2  a l o n g   w h i c h   t h e   s l a t s   3 , 3 a   of  t h e  

25  b l i n d   a r e   r u n n i n g .   T h i s   s t o p   e x t e n d s   in  a  wing  4  d i r e c t e d  
t o w a r d s   t he   c e n t e r   of  t h e   o p e n i n g   to  be  c l o s e d   by  t h e  
b l i n d ,   p a r a l l e l   to  t he   s l a t s   3 , 3 a   of  t h i s   l a t t e r   and  s o m e -  
what   o u t w a r d l y   s p a c e d   a p a r t   t h e r e f r o m ,   w i t h   a  d o w n w a r d s  
d i r e c t e d   c h a n n e l e d   f i n   5  c o n s t i t u t i n g   t h e   s t o p   p r o p e r .  

30  T h i s   s t o p   c o u l d   be  s e c u r e d   to  an  u p p e r   l a t h   o f  
the   window  f r a m e   as  w e l l .  

The  l o c k i n g   d e v i c e   c o m p r i s e s   a l s o   a  p l a t e   6 
s e c u r e d   to  a  l o w e r   s l a t   3a,  to  a d v a n t a g e   the   l o w e r m o s t  
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s l a t   of  t h e   b l i n d ,   and  h a v i n g   a  c h a n n e l e d   u i n g   7  f o r m i n g  
an  a r t i c u l a t i o n   b e a r i n g   f o r   an  o s c i l l a t i n g   member  8  s u c h  
t h a t   t h i s   member  can  o s c i l l a t e   a b o u t   an  h o r i z o n t a l   a x i s  
p a r a l l e l   to  t h e   s l a t s   b e t w e e n   two  d i f f e r e n t   a n g u l a r   p o s i -  

5  t i o n s   w h i c h   may  be  e a s i l y   r e t r i e v e d   f rom  a  c o m p a r i s o n   o f  
f i g u r e s   3  and  5.  The  o s c i l l a t i n g   member  8  is   p r o v i d e d   w i t h  
an  e x t e n s i o n   in  t h e   s h a p e   of  an  o b l o n g   f r a m e   9  w h i c h   i s  
t h r e a d e d   o n t o   t h e   wing   7.  S m a l l   f i n s   10  p r o t r u d e   u p w a r d s  
of  t h e   p l a t e   6  at  a  l i t t l e   d i s t a n c e   of  b o t h   l a t e r a l   s i d e s  

10  of  t h e   c h a n n e l e d   wing   7 .  

The  s l a t   3  w h i c h   i s   n e x t   u p p e r   to  t he   s l a t   3 a  
c a r r y i n g   t he   p l a t e   6,  has   s e c u r e d   a n o t h e r   p l a t e   11  w i t h   a n  
a m p l e   c e n t r a l   cu t   ou t   12  in  i t s   l o w e r   e d g e ,   and  two  s m a l l  
o u t w a r d l y   and  d o w n w a r d s   a n g l e d   f i n s   13  f o r m e d   w i t h   s m a l l  

15  t o n g u e s   14  d i r e c t e d   to  one  a n o t h e r   and  r e s t i n g   u n d e r   t h e  
o u t e r   f a c e   of  t h e   s i d e s   of  t he   f r a m e   9,  a r e   f o r m e d  
p r o t r u d i n g   a t   b o t h   s i d e s   of  t h e   s a i d   cu t   o u t .  

When  t h e   b l i n d   i s   in  i t s   c l o s e d ,   r e s t   p o s i t i o n ,  
w i t h   i t s   s l a t s   r e s t i n g   t h e   o n e s   o v e r   t h e   o t h e r   w i t h   t h e i r  

20  a d j a c e n t   e d g e s ,   t h e   p l a t e   8  s l a n t s   to  a  p r o t r u d i n g   p o s i -  
t i o n   b e c a u s e   i t   has   i t s   g r a v i t y   c e n t e r   p o i n t   o f f s e t   u p -  
w a r d s   and  o u t w a r d s ,   as  r e g a r d s   t h e   p l a n e   of  t h e   b l i n d ,   o f  
i t s   a r t i c u l a t i o n   a x i s ,   due  to  t he   e l b o w e d   c o n s t r u c t i o n   9 a  
of   t h e   f r a m e   9.  The  s t o p   wing  4  p r e v e n t s   t h e   p l a t e   6  f r o m  

25  f a l l i n g   down  b e y o n d   t h i s   p o s i t i o n   ( F i g .   3 ) .   With  t h e   p l a t e  
8  in  t h i s   p o s i t i o n ,   i f   t he   b l i n d   is   l e v e r   o p e n e d   f rom  i t s  
u n d e r s i d e ,   t he   s l a t   3a  p u s h e s   u p w a r d s   t h e   s l a t   3  and  t h e  
P l a t e   8,  bu t   when  t h i s   l a t t e r   comes   u n d e r   t h e   c h a n n e l e d  
f i n   5,  f u r t h e r   u p w a r d s   m o t i o n   of  t h e   b l i n d   b e c o m e s   b l o c k e d  

30  ( F i g .   4 ) .  

In  t h e   c o n t r a r y ,   when  t h e   b l i n d   i s   r a i s e d   b y  
r o l l i n g   i t   up  f rom  a b o v e   and  t h e   u p p e r   s l a t   3  d r a w s   u p -  
w a r d s   t h e   l o w e r   s l a t   3a,   t h e   a n g l e d   f i n s   14  r e s t i n g   u n d e r  
t h e   s i d e s   of  t h e   f r a m e   9,  f o r c e s   t h i s   l a t t e r   to  o s c i l l a t e  
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so  t h a t   t he   e n s e m b l e   of  t he   m o v a b l e   p l a t e   8  comes  c l o s e r  

to  t he   p l a t e   11  and  t h u s   i t   is  a b l e   of  s u r m o u n t i n g   w i t h   n o  

p r o b l e m   the   s t o p   c o n s t i t u t e d   by  t he   c h a n n e l e d   u i n g   5  ( F i g .  

5)  . 
5  Whi l e   d e s c e n d i n g   of  t he   b l i n d ,   when  t he   l o w e r  

s l a t   3a  r e a c h e s   i t s   l o w e r m o s t   c l o s i n g   p o s i t i o n   and  t he   u p -  

pe r   s l a t   3  f u r t h e r   moves   d o w n w a r d s ,   t he   edge  of  t he   c u t o u t  

12  r e s t s   o n t o   t he   e l b o w i n g   9a  and  c o n t r i b u t e s   to  t he   o s -  

c i l l a t i o n   movement   of  p l a t e   8  u n d e r   t he   a c t i o n   of  g r a v i t y  

10  f o r c e s   t o w a r d s   i t s   b l o c k i n g   p o s i t i o n ,   as  shown  in  t he   a l -  

r e a d y   m e n t i o n e d   f i g u r e   3 .  

P r o v i s i o n   has   been   made  s u c h   t h a t   t he   o s c i l l a t -  

ing  member  or  c a t c h   8  is  c o n n e c t e d   to  f l e x i b l e   s t r a p s  

s e c u r e d   to  t he   s u p p o r t   11  in  o r d e r   to  e n s u r e   t he   o s c i l l a -  

15  t i o n   of  the   c a t c h   t o w a r d s   t he   r e l e a s i n g   p o s i t i o n   when  t h e  

b l i n d   is   r o l l e d   up  u p w a r d s .  

As  i t   may  be  o b s e r v e d ,   t he   d e s c r i b e d   l o c k i n g  

d e v i c e   is  v e r y   s i m p l e   and  has   no  s t r a p s ,   w i r e s   or  s p r i n g s  

in  o r d e r   to  f o r c e   t he   m o v a b l e   c a t c h   8  to  o s c i l l a t e ,   w h i c h  

20  i m p l i e s   a  s i m p l i f i c a t i o n   of  t he   l o c k i n g   d e v i c e   and  a  s a f e r  

o p e r a t i o n   of  t he   s a m e .  
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C L A I M S  

1  .  L o c k i n g   d e v i c e   f o r   b l i n d s   and  t he   l i k e   o f  
t h e   k i n d   h a v i n g   a  p l u r a l i t y   of  h o r i z o n t a l   s l a t s   ( 3 , 3 a )  
w i t h   t h e i r   ends   s l i d i n g   in  v e r t i c a l   g u i d e s   (2)  and  c o n -  
n e c t e d   w i t h   one  a n o t h e r   by  u p w a r d s   p u l l i n g   means   p r o v i d i n g  

5  f o r   a  s m a l l   r e l a t i v e   m o v e m e n t   b e t w e e n   a d j a c e n t   s l a t s ,   t h e  
l o c k i n g   d e v i c e   c o m p r i s i n g   a  f i x e d   c a t c h   or  s t o p   ( 1 , 4 , 5 )  
s e c u r e d   to  a  l a t e r a l   u p r i g h t   of  t h e   o p e n i n g   to  be  c l o s e d  
by  t h e   b l i n d   and  a  m o v a b l e   o s c i l l a t i n g   l o c k   p a r t   or  m e m b e r  
(8)  m o u n t e d   on  one  of  t he   s l a t s   (3a )   and  a d a p t e d   to  a s s u m e  

10  a  p r o t r u d i n g   p o s i t i o n   in  w h i c h   i t   can  be  b l o c k e d   by  t h e  
f i x e d   s t o p   when  t h e   b l i n d   i s   o p e n e d   by  f o r c e   m o v i n g   u p -  
w a r d s   i t s   l o w e r   s l a t ,   c h a r a c t e r i z e d   in  t h a t   t h e   l o c k -  
s h a p e d   o s c i l l a t i n g   member  (8>  i s   f r e e l y   a r t i c u l a t e d   on  a  
p a r t   (6)  f i x e d   to  one  of  t he   s l a t s   (3a )   a b o u t   an  a r t i c u l a -  

15  t i o n   a x i s   (7)  l o c a t e d   s u c h   t h a t   t h e   g r a v i t y   c e n t e r   p o i n t  
of  t h e   member  i s   o f f s e t   o u t w a r d l y ,   as  r e g a r d s   t he   b l i n d ,  
f rom  t h e   s a i d   a r t i c u l a t i o n   a x i s   and  p l a c e d   o v e r   t h i s   l a t -  
t e r ,   so  t h a t   t he   l o c k - s h a p e d   o s c i l l a t i n g   member  (8)  has   a  
t e n d e n c y   to  be  k e p t   by  i t s   own  w e i g h t   in  a  p r o t r u d i n g ,  

20  b l o c k i n g   p o s i t i o n   as  r e g a r d s   t h e   f i x e d   c a t c h   ( 1 , 4 , 5 ) .  
2.  L o c k i n g   d e v i c e   as  in  c l a i m   1,  c h a r a c -  

t e r i z e d   in  t h a t   t h e   m o v a b l e   p a r t   (8)  c o n s t i t u t i n g   t h e   o s -  
c i l l a t i n g   member   r e s t s   o n t o   p r o t r u s i o n s   (14)   of  a  p a r t  
(11)   s e c u r e d   to  a  s l a t   (3)  p l a c e d   o v e r   t h e   s l a t   (3a )   i n  

25  w h i c h   t h e   s a i d   o s c i l l a t i n g   member  (8)  i s   a r t i c u l a t e d .  
3.  L o c k i n g   d e v i c e   as  in  c l a i m s   1  and  2 ,  

c h a r a c t e r i z e d   in  t h a t   a  l o w e r   s l a t   (3a )   c a r r i e s   t h e   l o c k -  
s h a p e d   o s c i l l a t i n g   member   ( 8 ) ,   t h e   i n n e r   end  of  t h i s   l a t -  
t e r ,   as  r e g a r d s   t h e   b l i n d ,   has   a  p r o j e c t i o n   ( 9 ) ,   and  a n  

30  u p p e r   s l a t   (3>  p l a c e d   a b o v e   of  t h e   l o w e r   one  (3a )   c a r r i e s  
a  p l a t e   (11)   a d a p t e d   to   b e a r   on  t h e   p r o j e c t i o n   (9)  w h e n  
t h e   u p p e r   s l a t   (3)  moves   d o w n w a r d s   n e a r e r   to  i t s   d o w n w a r d s  
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n e x t ,   l o w e r   s l a t   (3a)   and  p u s h e s   t h e   o s c i l l a t i n g   m e m b e r  

(8)  to  i t s   b l o c k i n g   p o s i t i o n   ( F i g .   3 , 4 ) .  

4.  L o c k i n g   d e v i c e   as  in  c l a i m s   1  to  3 ,  
c h a r a c t e r i z e d   in  t h a t   t he   l o c k - s h a p e d   o s c i l l a t i n g   m e m b e r  

5  (8)  c o n s i s t s   of  a  p l a t e   h a v i n g   a  f r a m e - s h a p e d   e x t e n s i o n  

(9)  f o r m i n g   a  s t a g g e r i n g   (9a)   t h a t   p r o t r u d e s   t o w a r d s   t h e  

r e v e r s e   s i d e   of  t he   b l i n d ,   t he   e x t e n s i o n   b e i n g   a r t i c u l a t e d  

to  a  c h a n n e l e d   wing  (7)  p r o t r u d i n g   f rom  a n o t h e r   p l a t e   ( 6 )  
f i x e d   to  the   s a i d   l o w e r   s l a t   ( 3 a ) ,   w h i l e   t he   n e x t   u p p e r  

10  s l a t   (3)  c a r r i e s   a  t h i r d   p l a t e   (11)   w i t h   o u t w a r d l y  

p r o t r u d i n g ,   as  r e g a r d s   t he   b l i n d ,   s t a g g e r e d   w i n g s   ( 1 3 )  
f o r m e d   w i t h   t o n g u e s   (14)   wh ich   r e s t   u n d e r   t he   o s c i l l a t i n g  
member  ( 8 ) ,   o u t w a r d l y   of  i t s   a r t i c u l a t i o n   a x i s   ( 7 ) ,   t h u s  

f o r c i n g   t h i s   member  to  a s s u m e   i t s   w i t h d r a w n   p o s i t i o n   ( F i g .  
15  5)  when  the   b l i n d   r a i s e s   by  b e i n g   r o l l e d   up,  w h e r e a s   t h e  

t h i r d   p l a t e   (11)   has   a  cut   out   (12)   in  i t s   l o w e r   b o r d e r ,  
t he   edge  of  t he   cu t   out   r e s t i n g   o n t o   t he   s t a g g e r i n g   ( 9 a )  
of  t he   f r a m e   (9>  when  t h e   b l i n d   is  in  i t s   c l o s i n g   p o s i t i o n  

( F i g .   3 ) .  

20  5.  L o c k i n g   d e v i c e   as  in  c l a i m   1,  c h a r a c -  

t e r i z e d   by  the   f a c t   t h a t   t he   c a t c h   s h a p e d   m o v a b l e   p a r t   ( 8 )  
i s   c o n n e c t e d   to  f l e x i b l e   s t r a p s   s e c u r e d   to  a  s u p p o r t   f i x e d  

to  t he   s l a t   (3)  l o c a t e d   o v e r   t he   s l a t   ( 3a )   c a r r y i n g   t h e  

c a t c h   . 
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