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(54)  Guide  for  sliding  curtains  and  similar. 

@  Guide  for  sliding  curtains  and  similar,  of  the  type  com- 
prising  a  support  rail  (1),  comprising  inner  lips  designed  to 
contact  at  the  bottom  with  the  top  of  corresponding  inner 
shoulders  provided  on  terminals  pieces,  the  rail  also  having 
longitudinal  recesses  designed  to  receive  respective  close- 
fitting  connections,  consisting  of  rods  provided  with  a  centre 
slot.  Each  terminal  piece  (7)  consists  of  a  framework  which 
comprises  a  main  body  having  two  side  shirts  linked  by  three 
bridge  portions,  each  one  of  these  skirts  having  four  inner 
side  slots  out  in  them,  facing  each  other  in  pairs,  in  which 
respective  pulley  spindles  can  engage.  The  guide  also  com- 
prises  a  cover  piece,  at  least  one  stop  and  hanger  piece  (5) 
and  at  least  one  looking  piece  for  the  longitudinal  opening 
in  the  rail. 
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T h i s   i n v e n t i o n   r e f e r s   to  a  g u i d e   f o r .   s l i d i n g   c u r t a i n s  

and  s i m i l a r ,   of  t h e   t y p e   c o m p r i s i n g   a  s u p p o r t   r a i l ,   w i t h  

s t r a i g h t   a n d / o r   c u r v e d   s e c t i o n s ,   p r o v i d e d   as  r e q u i r e d   w i t h  

s l o t t e d   h o l e s   f o r   d i r e c t   a t t a c h m e n t   to  t h e   c e i l i n g ,   w i t h   i t s  

5  s i d e   arms  b e n t   i n w a r d s   at   t h e   e n d s .   The  m u l t i p l e   h a n g e r s ,   f r o m  

w h i c h   t he   c u r t a i n   or  s i m i l a r   is  s u s p e n d e d ,   and  r e v e r s i b l e  

d e v i c e s   fo r   c r o s s i n g   o v e r   a n d / o r   o v e r l a p p i n g   t h e   o u t s i d e   e d g e s  

of  t he   c u r t a i n s   s l i d e   a l o n g   t h e   i n s i d e   of  t h e   r a i l .   The  g u i d e  

a l s o   c o m p r i s e s   c u r t a i n   co rd   g u i d e   a n d / o r   r e t u r n   t e r m i n a l   p i e c e s  

10  a t   i t s   e n d s ,   o t h e r   i n t e r m e d i a t e   a n g l e   c o n n e c t o r s   b e t w e e n  

a d j a c e n t   r a i l   s e c t i o n s ,   s u p p o r t   f i x t u r e s   f o r   f a s t e n i n g   t h e  

g u i d e   to  t he   w a i l   or  c e i l i n g ,   and  s t r e t c h e r s   f o r   t h e  

a f o r e - m e n t i o n e d   c u r t a i n   c o r d .  

T h e r e   a r e   many  c u r t a i n   g u i d e s   Known  n o w a d a y s ,   bu t   i n  

15  a l l   of  them,   when  t he   c u r t a i n   has  to  f o l l o w   the-   r e c e s s e s   a n d  

p r o t r u s i o n s   of  t he   w a l l s   in  a  room,  t h e   g u i d e   i n s t a l l e r   i s  

c o m p e l l e d   to  use  an  a d e q u a t e   t o o l   to  bend  the   g u i d e   on  s i t e ,  

a d a p t i n g   i t   to  each   v a r i a t i o n   of  s h a p e   of  t he   wa i l   ( c o l u m n s ,  

window  s p a c e s ,   b l i n d   c a s e s ,   e t c . )  

20  M o r e o v e r ,   i f   t he   g u i d e   shows   s e v e r a l   b e n d s   o r  

n o n - a l i g n e d   s e c t i o n s ,   i t   is  n e c e s s a r y   to  i n s t a l l   i n d e p e n d e n t  

g u i d e s   in  o r d e r   to  e a s e   t h e   m o t i o n   of  t h e   c u r t a i n ,   e i t h e r   i f  

t h i s   m o t i o n   is  c a r r i e d   ou t   m a n u a l l y   or  by  a  c o r d .   T h i s   c a u s e s  

t he   i n c o n v e n i e n c e   of  t he   c u r t a i n s   r e m a i n i n g   s e p a r a t e ,   l o s i n g  

25  u n a v o i d a b l y   t h e i r   d e c o r a t i v e   u n i t y .  
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By  means   of   t he   g u i d e   s u b j e c t   of  t he   p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n ,  

a l l   t h e s e   i n c o n v e n i e n c e s   a r e   c o m p l e t e l y   a v o i d e d ,   s i n c e   w i t h   i t  

t h e   i n s t a l l e r   w i l l   a s s e m b l e   t h e   g u i d e   v e r y   c o m f o r t a b l y   and  i n  

a c c o r d a n c e   w i t h   h i s   n e e d s ,   u s i n g   the   a p p r o p i a t e   g u i d e   e l e m e n t s  

5  w h i c h ,   a l l   t o g e t h e r ,   c o n s t i t u t e   t h e   s u b j e c t   of  t h e   p r e s e n t  

i n v e n t i o n .  

The  g u i d e   in  q u e s t i o n   is   b a s i c a l l y   c h a r a c t e r i s e d   by  t h e  

f a c t   t h a t   t h e   a b o v e - m e n t i o n e d   r a i l   i s   f i t t e d   w i t h   i n n e r   l i p s  

d e s i g n e d   f o r   c o n t a c t i n g   a t   t he   b o t t o m   w i t h   t h e   top   o f  

10  c o r r e s p o n d i n g   i n s i d e   s h o u l d e r s   p r o v i d e d   on  t h e   a b o v e - m e n t i o n e d  

t e r m i n a l   p i e c e s .   The  r a i l   is-  a l s o   f i t t e d   w i t h   l o n g i t u d i n a l  

r e c e s s e s   d e s i g n e d   to  r e c e i v e   t h e i r   r e s p e c t i v e   c l o s e - f i t t i n g  

c o n n e c t o r s ,   c o n s i s t i n g   of  r o d s   p r o v i d e d   w i t h   a  c e n t r e   s l o t .  

A c c o r d i n g   to   a n o t h e r   f e a t u r e   of  t h e   i n v e n t i o n ,   e a c h  

15  t e r m i n a l   p i e c e   c o n s i s t s   of  a  f r a m e w o r K   w h i c h   c o m p r i s e s   a  m a i n  

body  w i t h   two  s i d e   s K i r t s   l i n K e d   by  t h r e e   b r i d g e   p o r t i o n s .  

T h e s e   have   f o u r   i n n e r   s i d e   s l o t s   cu t   in  t hem,   f a c i n g   each   o t h e r  

in  p a i r s .   C u r t a i n   c o r d   g u i d e   a n d / o r   r e t u r n   p u l l e y   s p i n d l e s   c a n  

e n g a g e   in  t h e s e ,   w i t h   a  c h o i c e   of  two  p o s i t i o n s   e a c h .   Each  o f  

20  t h e s e   s p i n d l e s s   is  f i r m l y   e n g a g e d   a t   t h e   b o t t o m   of  a 

c o r r e s p o n d i n g   p a i r   of  s l o t s   by  the   t i g h t   f i t   of  i t s   o u t s i d e  

e d g e s   a g a i n s t   t h e   b o t t o m .   Each  s p i n d l e   end  is  p r e v e n t e d   f r o m  

c o m i n g   ou t   of  i t s   p o r t i o n   of  s l o t   s i n c e   t h i s   n a r r o w s   near   t h e  

b o t t o m .   The  main  body  is   p r o v i d e d   in  one  end  b r i d g e   p o r t i o n  
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w i t h   a  s e l f - t a p p i n g   s c r e w   to  be  a p p l i e d   a g a i n s t   t h e   i n s i d e   f a c e  

of  t he   top   c e n t r e   arm  of  t he   r a i l .   Each  t e r m i n a l   p i e c e   may  b e  

f i t t e d   w i t h   an  end  c o v e r   p i e c e   or  an  i n t e r m e d i a t e   c o v e r   p i e c e ,  

fo r   c o u p l i n g   to  t he   r e s p e c t i v e   t e r m i n a l   and  f o r   h o u s i n g   a t  

5  l e a s t   one  c u r t a i n   h a n g e r .  

O t h e r   f e a t u r e s   and  a d v a n t a g e s   of  t h i s   c u r t a i n   g u i d e   i n  

q u e s t i o n   w i l l   be  d rawn  f rom  t h e   d e s c r i p t i o n   s e t   ou t   b e l o w   w i t h  

r e f e r e n c e   to  t he   d r a w i n g s   a t t a c h e d ,   wh ich   i l l u s t r a t e ,   s o l e l y   b y  

way  of  e x a m p l e ,   one  way  in  w h i c h   i t   may  be  p r o d u c e d .  

10  F i g s .   1  and  2  a r e   d i a g r a m m a t i c   p l a n   and  e l e v a t i o n a l  

v i e w s ,   r e s p e c t i v e l y ,   of  a  g u i d e   a c c o r d i n g   to  t he   i n v e n t i o n ;  

F i g s .   3  and  4  r e p r e s e n t   r e s p e c t i v e   c r o s s - s e c t i o n a l   . a n d  

p l a n   v i e w s   of  a  r a i l   a c c o r d i n g   to  t h e   i n v e n t i o n ,   f o r   a t t a c h m e n t  

to  t h e   c e i l i n g   or  to  a  w a l l   by  means   of  s u p p o r t   f i x t u r e s ;  

15  F i g s .   5  and  6  a r e   v i e w s   s i m i l a r   to  t h o s e   in  F i g s .   3 

and  4,  but   r e f e r r i n g   to  a  r a i l   f o r   d i r e c t   c e i l i n g   a t t a c h m e n t ;  

F i g .   7  shows  r e s p e c t i v c e   s i d e   and  f r o n t   e i e v a t i o n a l  

wiews   of  a  c o n n e c t o r   b e t w e e n   two  r a i l   s e c t i o n s ;  

F i g s .   8  and  9  i l l u s t r a t e   r e s p e c t i v e   e l e v a t i o T f a l   a n d  

20  p l a n   v i e w s   of  a  c u r v e d   s e c t i o n   of  t he   r a i l   in  F i g s .   3  and  4 ;  
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F i g . s   10  and  11  a r e   v i e w s   s i m i l a r   to  t h o s e   in  F i g s *   8 

and  9,  bu t   r e f e r r i n g   to  t h e   r a i l   in  F i g s .   5  and  6 ;  

F i g .   12  i s   a  s e c t i o n a l   v iew  a c c o r d i n g   to  X I I - X I I   i n  

F i g .   1 3 ;  

5  F i g .   13  s h o w s   a  p l a n   v iew  of  a  t e r m i n a l ;  

F i g s .   14  and  15  a r e   s e c t i o n a l   v i e w s   a c c o r d i n g   t o  

XIV-XIV  and  XV-XV  in  F i g .   12,  r e s p e c t i v e l y ;  

F i g s .   16,  17  and  18  show  c o r r e s p o n d i n g   s i d e ,   r e a r  

f r o n t   and  f o r w a r d   f r o n t   e l e v a t i o n a l   v i e w s ,   r e s p e c t i v e l y ,   of  a  

10  c o v e r   p i e c e j  

F i g .   19  shows   two  r e s p e c t i v e   p l a n   and  s e c t i o n a l   v i e w s  

of  a  h e i g h t   s h i m ;  

F i g s .   20  and  21  a r e   a  c u t a w a y   e l e v a t i o n a i   v i e w ,  

a c c o r d i n g   to  XX-XX  in  F i g .   1,  and  a  p l a n   v i e w ,   a l s o   p a r t l y  

15  c u t a w a y ,   of   a  c o v e r   p i e c e   a p p l i e d   to  a  r i g h t - a n g l e   u n i o n   of  t w o  

r a i l   s p a n s ;  

F i g s .   22  and  23  show  a  s e m i - c u t a w a y   s i d e   e l e v a t i o n a l  

and  a  f r o n t   e l e v a t i o n a l   v iew  of  a  h a n g e r ;  
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F i g s .   24  and  25  a r e   v i e w s   s i m i l a r   to  t h o s e   in  F i g s .  

22  and  23,  but   r e f e r r i n g   to  a n o t h e r   h a n g e r ;  

F i g s .   26,  27  and  28  i l l u s t r a t e   c o r r e s p o n d i n g   s i d e  

e l e v a t i o n a l ,   f r o n t   e l e v a t i o n a i   and  p l a n   v i e w s ,   r e s p e c t i v e l y ,   o f  

5  a  s t o p   and  s u s p e n s i o n   p i e c e ;  

• 

F i g s .   29  and  30  r e p r e s e n t   c o r r e s p o n d i n g   e l e v a t i o n a l  

and  p l a n   v i e w s ,   r e s p e c t i v e l y ,   of  a  s e a l i n g   p i e c e   f o r   t h e  

l o n g i t u d i n a l   o p e n i n g   in  t h e   r a i l ;  

F i g .   31  is  an  e l e v a t i o n a i   wiew  of  a  c r o s s - o v e r   d e v i c e  

10  a c c o r d i n g   to  t he   i n v e n t i o n ;  

F i g .   32  shows  a  s e c t i o n a l   v i ew  a c c o r d i n g   t o  

XXXII -XXXII   in  F i g .   3 1 ;  

F i g .   33  i l l u s t r a t e s   an  e l e v a t i o n a l   v i ew  of  a  

c r o s s - o v e r   d e v i c e   c a r r i a g e ;   a n d  

15  F i g .   34  is  a  s e c t i o n a l   v iew  a c c o r d i n g   to  XXXIV-XXXIV 

in  Fig   .  32  . 

In  t h e s e   f i g u r e s   we  may  s e e   t h a t   t h e   g u i d e   in  q u e s t i o n ,  

r e p r e s e n t e d   d i a g r a m m a t i c a l   ly  i n ^ F i g s .   1  and  2  in  j u s t   one  o f  

t he   ways  in  wh ich   i t   may  be  p r o d u c e d ,   c o m p r i s e s   a  s u p p o r t   r a i l  

20  1  w i t h   e i t h e r   s t r a i g h t   s e c t i o n s   G F i g s .   4  and  6}  or  c u r v e d  
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s e c t i o n s   CFig .   8,  9,  19  and  113/  p r o v i d e d   as  r e q u i r e d   w i t h  

s l o t t e d   h o l e s ,   w i t h   i t s   s i d e   s e c t i o n s   3  b e n t   i n w a r d s   a t   t h e  

e n d s   4.  M u l t i p l e   h a n g e r s   5,  f rom  w h i c h   t h e   c u r t a i n   o r  

s i m i l a r ,   no t   shown ,   is   s u s p e n d e d ,   and  r e v e r s i b l e   d e v i c e s   6  f o r  

5  c r o s s i n g   o v e r   a n d / o r   o v e r l a p p i n g   t he   end  e d g e s   of  t he   c u r t a i n s  

s l i d e   a l o n g   t h e   i n s i d e   of  t he   r a i l   1 .  

The  g u i d e   1  a l s o   c o m p r i s e s   g u i d e   a n d / o r   r e t u r n  

t e r m i n a l s   7  f o r   t h e   c u r t a i n   co rd   11,  o t h e r   i n t e r m e d i a t e   a n g l e  

c o n n e c t i o n s   27  b e t w e e n   a d j a c e n t   s e c t i o n s   of  •  r a i l   1,  s u p p o r t  

10  f i x t u r e s   9  f o r   a t t a c h i n g   the   g u i d e   to  t h e   w a l l   or  c e i l i n g ,   a n d  

s t r e t c h e r s   10  f o r   t he   c u r t a i n   c o r d   1 1 .  

The  r a i l   1  is  e q u i p p e d   w i t h   i n n e r   l i p s   12  d e s i g n e d -   f o r  

c o n t a c t i n g   a t   t h e   b o t t o m   w i t h   t he   top   of  c o r r e s p o n d i n g   i n n e r  

s h o u l d e r s   13  p r o v i d e d   on  the   r e s p e c t i v e   t e r m i n a l s   7 .  

15  The  r a i l   1  is  a l s o   p r o v i d e d   w i t h   l o n g i t u d i n a l   r e c e s s e s  

14  d e s i g n e d   to  r e c e i v e   r e s p e c t i v e   c l o s e - f i t t i n g   c o u p l i n g s   1 5 ,  

c o n s i s t i n g   of  r o d s   w i t h   a  c e n t r e   s l o t   1 6 .  

Each  t e r m i n a l   7  is  made  up  of  a  f r a m e w o r k   w h i c h  

•  c o n s i s t s   of  a  main  body  w i t h   two  s i d e   s K i r t s   17  l i n K e d   by  t h r e e  

20  b r i d g e   p o r t i o n s   18,  19  and  20.  Cut  in  each   of  t h e s e   a r e   f o u r  

i n n e r   s i d e   s l o t s   22,  o p p o s i t e   each   o t h e r   in  p a i r s ,   in  wh ich   t h e  

r e s p e c t i v e   s p i n d l e s   of  t h e   c u r t a i n   co rd   g u i d e   a n d / o r   r e t u r n  

p u l l e y s   can  e n g a g e ,   w i t h   a  c h o i c e   of  two  p o s i t i o n s   e a c h .   E a c h  
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of  t h e s e   s p i n d l e s   is  e n g a g e d   f i r m l y   at   t h e   b o t t o m   of  a  

c o r r e s p o n d i n g   p a i r   of  s l o t s   t h r o u g h   t he   t i g h t   f i t   of  i t s   e d g e s  

a g a i n s t   t he   b o t t o m .   Each  s p i n d l e   end  is  p r e v e n t e d   f rom  c o m i n g  

ou t   of  i t s   p o r t i o n   of  s l o t   t h r o u g h   a  c o n s t r i c t i o n   24  in  i t   n e a r  

5  the   b o t t o m .  

In  t h e   end  b r i d g e   p o r t i o n   18  t he   main  body  is  p r o v i d e d  

w i t h   a  s e l f - t a p p i n g   s c r e w   25  f o r   t i g h t e n i n g   a g a i n s t   t h e   i n s i d e  

f a c e   of  t he   top   m i d d l e   arm  of  t h e   r a i l   1 .  

Each  t e r m i n a l   7  may  be  f i t t e d   w i t h   an  end  c o v e r   p i e c e  

10  ( F i g s .   16,  17  and  18}  or  an  i n t e r m e d i a t e   c o v e r   p i e c e   27  ( F i g s .  

20  and  213  f o r   c o u p l i n g   to  t he   r e s p e c t i v e   t e r m i n a l   7  and  f o r  

h o u s i n g   at   l e a s t   one  c u r t a i n   h a n g e r   5 . . . .  

E i t h e r   of  t h e s e   c o v e r   p i e c e s   26  and  27  c o m p r i s e s   a  

f i r s t   h o l l o w   o u t e r   .  p o r t   ion  28  d e s i g n e d   f o r   i t s   a t t a c h m e n t   5  t o  

15  t h e   w a i l   or  to  t he   c e i l i n g   by  means   of  t he   h o l e s   29  and  30 

d r i l l e d   in  i t .   Each  c o v e r   p i e c e   26  or  27  c o m p r i s e s   a  s e c o n d  

m i d d l e   p o r t i o n   31  w i t h   i n n e r   s h o u l d e r   32  d e s i g n e d   fo r   r e s t i n g  

a g a i n s t   t he   i n n e r   f l a n g e s   of  t he   r a i l   i  and  w i t h   a  b o t t o m  

r e c e s s   33  f o r   h o u s i n g   t he   head  of  a  c u r t a i n   h a n g e r   5.  I t   a l s o  

20  has  a  t h i r d   i n n e r   p o r t i o n   34  c o n s i s t i n g   of  a  b locK  d e s i g n e d   s o  

t h a t   a  v e r t i c a l   s c r e w   25  may  be  t h r e a d e d   in  f o r   t i g h t e n i n g  

a g a i n s t   t h e   i n s i d e   ' f a c e   of  the   top   arm  of  r a i l   1  f o r   a t t a c h m e n t  

p u r p o s e s   . 
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The  g u i d e   c o m p r i s e s   a t   l e a s t   one  s t o p   and  h a n g e r   p i e c e  

35  C F i g s .   26,  27  and  28}A  c o n s i s t i n g   of  a  l o w e r   p o r t i o n   w i t h   a  

h a n g e r   r i n g   36  and  an  u p p e r   p o r t i o n   wh ich   is  made  up  of  a  

v e r t i c a l   s t em   37  and  a  r e G t a n g u l a r - s h a p e d   p l a t e   38  

5  p e r p e n d i c u l a r   to  t h e   s t em   37.  T h i s   p l a t e   is  s l i g h t l y   domed  

u n d e r n e a t h   and  i t   has  a  w i d t h   s o m e w h a t   l e s s   t h a n   t h a t   of  t h e  

b o t t o m   l o n g i t u d i n a l   o p e n i n g   40  in  t he   r a i l   and  a  l e n g t h  

s o m e w h a t   l e s s   t h a n   t h a t   of  t h e   i n s i d e   w i d t h   of  t h e   r a i l   1 .  

.  I f   t h e   v e r t i c a l   s t em   37  of  t he   p i e c e   35  is   i n s e r t e d  

10  v e r t i c a l l y   i n s i d e   t h e   r a i l   1  so  t h a t   t he   p l a t e   3S  p e r p e n d i c u l a r  

to  t h e   s t em   37  is  s i t u a t e d   l e n g t h w i s e   to  t he   o p e n i n g   40  a n d  

t h i s   s t o p   and  h a n g e r   p i e c e   35  is  t h e n   t u r n e d   SOP.,  i t   b e c o m e s  

f i r m l y   e n g a g e d   in  t h e   r a i l   1  w i t h   t he   s t em  37  r e s t i n g   a g a i n s t  

t h e   i n s i d e   of  t h e   top   h o r i z o n t a l   arm  of  t he   r a i l   1  and  w i t h   t h e  

15  p l a t e   38  p e r p e n d i c u l a r   to  the.  s t em  37  r e s t i n g   a g a i n s t   t h e  

i n - b e n t   e n d s   4  of  t h e   s i d e   arms  3  CFig.   2 6 ) .  

The  g u i d e   a l s o   c o m p r i s e s   at   l e a s t   one  l o c t c i n g   p i e c e   39 

f o r   t h e   o p e n i n g   40  in  t h e   r a i l   1,  wh ich   has  a  b a s i c a l l y  

f l a t t e n e d   r e c t a n g u l a r   c o n f i g u r a t i o n   w i t h   an  i n v e r t e d   U  c r o s s  

20  s e c t i o n .   The  s i d e   a rms   42  of  t he   p i e c e   39  have  l e n g t h w i s e  

g r o o v e s   43  d e s i g n e d   to  r e c e i v e   t h e   r e s p e c t i v e   f r e e   e d g e s   of  t h e  

a rms  3  of  t he   r a i l   1 .  

T h i s   l o c k i n g   p i e c e   39  is  c o m p o s e d   of  a  r e s i l i e n t  

f l e x i b l e   m a t e r i a l   w h i c h   a l l o w s   i t   to  be  p r e s s e d   up  i n t o   t h e .  
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o p e n i n g   40  in  t he   r a i l   1  t h r o u g h   e l a s t i c   d e f o r m a t i o n   of  t h e  

p i e c e .   I t   is  a l s o   r e m o v e d   t h r o u g h   e l a s t i c   d e f o r m a t i o n   b y  

p r e s s i n g   the   s i d e   arms  42.  of  t h i s   p i e c e   39  t o w a r d s   e a c h   o t h e r  

u n t i l   t h e   ends   4  of  t he   s i d e   arms  3  of  t h e   r a i l   1  a r e   f r e e d  

5  f rom  t h e   s i d e   g r o o v e s   43  in  t h e   p i e c e   3 9 .  

The  c r o s s o v e r   and  o v e r l a p   d e v i c e   6  c o m p r i s e s   one  or  t w o  

s u p p l e m e n t a r y   c u r t a i n   s u p p o r t   s l i d e s   44.   Each  of  t h e s e   has  a  

p a i r   of  s l i p   e l e m e n t s   45  l o c a t e d   on  top   of  t h e   e n d s   of  t h e  

s l i d e   44  and  p r o v i d e d   w i t h   a  f l a t ,   s m o o t h ,   h o r i z o n t a l   t o p  

10  s u r f a c e   46  d e s i g n e d   to  s u p p o r t   t h e   c u r t a i n   c o r d s   1 1 .  

Each  of  t h e s e   s l i p   e l e m e n t s   45  has  a  t r a n s v e r s e   r e a r  

s h a r p   edge   48  d e s i g n e d   to  h e l p   g u i d e   t he   c o r d s   11  on  t h e i r   - w a y  

down  to  t he   body  of  t he   s l i d e   4 4 .  

T h i s   body  c o n s i s t s   of  a  h o r i z o n t a l   U - s e c t i o n   p l a t e  

15  p l a c e d   v e r t i c a l l y   and  p r o v i d e d   w i t h   a  c e n t r e   h o l e   50,  t w o  

n o t c h e s   5i  in  the   b o t t o m   edge   and  a  l ower   t r a n s v e r s e   f l a n g e   52  

w i t h   an  i n v e r t e d   T  c r o s s   s e c t i o n .   Al l   t h i s   is  to  a l l o w   t h e  

c o r d   11  to  be  wound  t h r o u g h   the   h o l e   50  and  t h e   n o t c h e s   51  s o  

t h a t   t h e   s l i d e   44  is  a t t a c h e d   f i r m l y   to  t h e   c o r d   1 1 .  

20  The  body  of  e a c h   s l i d e   44  has  a  h o l e   47  b e l o w   e a c h   s l i p  

e l e m e n t   45  e i t h e r   to  r e c e i v e   a  h a n g e r   of  t he   m o v i n g   end  or  e n d s  

of  t he   c u r t a i n   or  s u i t a b l e   f a s t e n i n g s   f o r   a  r e v e r s i b l e  

c r o s s o v e r   or  o v e r l a p   p l a t e   53.  T h i s   a l s o   has  h o l e s   54  f o r  
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r e c e i v i n g   c u r t a i n   h a n g e r s   5  or  e l s e   an  o p e r a t i n g   rod  55  C F i g .  

2 3 .  

The  s t r e t c h e r s   iO  c o m p r i s e s   a t   l e a s t   one  g r a v i t y  

t e n s i o n i n g   d e v i c e   f o r   c o r d s   II  wh ich   c o n s i s t s   of  ( F i g s .   35  a n d  

5  36]  a  c e n t r e   w e i g h t   body  56  w i t h   h e a d s   57  f i r m l y   a t t a c h e d   a t  

e i t h e r   end  t h a t   a l s o   hang  f rom  t he   c o r d   loop   1 1 .  

Each  head   57  c o m p r i s e s   a  h o l l o w   o u t e r   cap  58  w i t h   a h  

i n l e t   59  in  i t s   end  b a s e   f o r   t h e   co rd   11  in  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  

s e m i c i r c u m f   e r e n t i a i   a r c .   I t   a l s o   has  an  L - s e c t i o n   i n n e r   m i d d l e  

10  p o r t i o n   60  w i t h   a  h a i f - d o u g h n u t - s h a p e d   n o t c h   61  w h e r e   c o r d   I I  

s l i d e s   and  an  i n w a r d - f a c i n g   l i p   62  d e s i g n e d   to  p r e v e n t  

f o r t u i t o u s   m o v e m e n t   of  t h e   c o r d   11.  I n s i d e   each   .cap  58  t h e r e  

a r e   r e i n f o r c e m e n t   r i b s   63  w h i c h   a l s o   a c t   as  b u f f e r s   f o r   t h e  

c e n t r e   l o a d   body  5 6 .  

15  Each  f i x t u r e   S  f o r   s u p p o r t i n g   or  a t t a c h i n g   t h e   g u i d e   t o  

t h e   w a l l   or  c e i l i n g   c o m p r i s e s   a  i o e k p i a t e   64  f o r   f a s t e n i n g   t o  

t h e   h o r i z o n t a l   arm  of  an  a n g l e   b r a c k e t   C F i g s .   37  and  38)  o r  

d i r e c t l y   to  t h e   c e i l i n g   CFig .   393.  The  l o c K p l a t e   64  is   f i t t e d  

w i t h   a  s w i v e l   p l a t e   65  w i t h   b o t t o m   f i n s   66  f o r   f i t t i n g   i n t o  

20  s i d e   g r o o v e s   14  CFig.   33  of  a  l e n g t h w i s e   i n v e r t e d   T - s e c t i o n  

c h a n n e l   in  t h e   r a i l   1.  T h i s   s w i v e l   p l a t e   65  has  a  c u r v e d  

o p e r a t i n g   rod  6 7 .  
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In  F i g .   19  we  may  a  sh im .   41  d e s i g n e d   to  be  a p p l i e d  

o v e r   p i e c e   26  or  p i e c e   27  C F i g s .   16  and  20D  in  o r d e r   t o  

c o m p e n s a t e   f o r   t h e   d i f e r e n c e   in  h e i g h t   of  t he   r a i l   1,  in  t h e  

e v e n t   of  i t   no t   b e i n g   a t t a c h e d   d i r e c t l y   to  t he   c e i l i n g .  

5  Two  ways  of  p r o d u c i n g   a  h a n g e r   5  a r e   i l l u s t r a t e d   i n  

F i g s .   22  to  25.  In  b o t h   c a s e s   t h e y   c o m p r i s e   a  b o t t o m   p a r t  

w i t h   a  h o l e   68  and ,   in  t he   c a s e   of  F i g s . . 2 2   and  23,  r o l l i n g  

m e m b e r s   69,  w h i l s t   in  t h e   c a s e   of  F i g s .   24  and  25  t h e y   i n c l u d e  

s l i d i n g '   member s   70  and  a  f l a n g e   71  to  s t o p   them  g e t t i n g   i n s i d e  

10  t h e   r a i l   1 .  

I t   g o e s   on  r e c o r d   t h a t   w h a t e v e r   d o e s   not   a l t e r ,   c h a n g e  

or  m o d i f y   t h e   e s s e n t i a l   n a t u r e   of  t h e   g u i d e   f o r   s l i d i n g  

c u r t a i n s   or  s i m i l a r   d e s c r i b e d   may  be  s u b j e c t   to  m i n o r  

v a r i a t i o n s   . 

5 

1  c  ■  N O T E  

The  U t i l i t y   Model  a p p l i c a t i o n   r e q u e s t e d   d e v o l v e s   u p o n  

t h e   f o l l o w i n g   c l a i m s :  
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CLAIMS 

1.—  G u i d e   f o r   s l i d i n g   c u r - t a i n s   and  s i m i l a r ,   of  t h e  

■type  c o m p r i s i n g   a  s u p p o r t   r a i l ,   w i t h   s t r a i g h t   a n d / o r   c u r v e d  

s e c t i o n s ,   p r o v i d e d   as  r e q u i r e d   w i t h   s l o t t e d   h o l e s   f o r   d i r e c t  

5  a t t a c h m e n t   to  t he   c e i l i n g ,   w i t h   i t s   s i d e   arms  b e n t   i n w a r d s   a t  

t h e i r   e n d s ,   t h e   m u l t i p l e   h a n g e r s ,   from  w h i c h   t h e   c u r t a i n   o r  

s i m i l a r   is  hung ,   and  r e v e r s i b l e   d e v i c e s   f o r   c r o s s i n g   o v e r  

a n d / o r   o v e r l a p p i n g   t he   o u t s i d e   e d g e s   of  t he   c u r t a i n s   s l i d i n g  

a l o n g   t h e   i n s i d e   of  t h e   r a i l ,   t h e   g u i d e   a l s o   c o m p r i s i n g   c u r t a i n  

10  c o r d   g u i d e   a n d / o r   r e t u r n   t e r m i n a l s   at   i t s   e n d s ,   o t h e r  

i n t e r m e d i a t e   a n g l e   c o n n e c t i o n s   b e t w e e n   a d j a c e n t   r a i l   s e c t i o n s ,  

s u p p o r t   f i x t u r e s   f o r   f a s t e n i n g   t he   g u i a e   to  The  w a i l   o r  

c e i l i n g ,   and  s t r e t c h e r s   f o r   t h e   c u r t a i n   c o r d ,   c h a r a c t e r i s e d  

in  t h a t   t he   a b o v e - m e n t i o n e d   r a i l   is   f i t t e d   w i t h   i n n e r   l i p s  

15  d e s i g n e d   to  c o n t a c t   at   t h e   b o t t o m   w i t h   t h e   top  of  c o r r e s p o n d i n g  

i n n e r   s h o u l d e r s   p r o v i d e d   on  t he   t e r m i n a l s ,   t h e   r a i l   a l s o   h a v i n g  

l o n g i t u d i n a l   r e c e s s e s   d e s i g n e d   to  r e c e i v e   .  r e s p e c t i v e  

c l o s e - f i t t i n g   c o n n e c t i o n s ,   c o n s i s t i n g   of  r o d s   p r o v i a e u   w i t h   a 

c e n t r e   s l o t   . 

20  2 . -   G u i d e ,   a c c o r d i n g   to  c l a i m   1,  c h a r a c t e r i s e d   in  t h a t  

e a c h   t e r m i n a l   p i e c e   c o n s i s t s   of  a  f r a m e w o r K   wh ich   c o m p r i s e s   a 

ma in   body  h a v i n g   two  s i d e   s k i r t s   l i n k e d   by  t h r e e   b r i d g e  

p o r t i o n s ,   e a c h o n e   of  t h e s e   s k i r t s   h a v i n g   f o u r   i n n e r ,   s i d e   s l o t s  

c u t   in  them,   f a c i n g   e a c h   o t h e r   in  o a i r s ,   in  wh ich   r e s p e c t i v e  

25  c u r t a i n   co rd   g u i d e   a n d / o r   r e t u r n   p u l l e y   s p i n d l e s   can  e n g a g e ,  
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w i t h   a  c h o i c e   of  two  p o s i t i o n   e a c h ,   e a c h   s p i n d l e   b e i n g   f i r m l y  

e n g a g e d   at   t he   b o t t o m   of  a  c o r r e s p o n d i n g   p a i r   of  s l o t s   by  t h e  

t i g h t   f i t   of  i t s   o u t s i d e   e d g e s   a g a i n s t   t h e   b o t t o m ,   e v e r y  

s p i n d l e   end  b e i n g   p r e v e n t e d   f rom  coming   ou t   of  i t s   p o r t i o n   o f  

5  s l o t   by  a  c o n s t r i c t i o n   n e a r   t he   b o t t o m ,   b e i n g   t h e   main   b o d y ,   i n  

one  end  b r i d g e   p o r t i o n   p r o v i d e d   w i t h   a  s e l f - t a p p i n g   s c r e w   to  b e  

a p p l i e d   a g a i n s t   t he   i n s i d e   of  t he   top   c e n t r e   arm  of  t h e   r a i l ,  

e a c h   t e r m i n a l   may  be  f i t t e d   e i t h e r   w i t h   an  end  c o v e r   p i e c e   o r  

an  i n t e r m e d i a t e   c o v e r   p i e c e ,   fo r   c o u p l i n g   to  t h e   r e s p e c t i v e  

10  t e r m i n a l   and  f o r   h o u s i n g   a t   l e a s t   one  c u r t a i n   h a n g e r .  

■.  3 . -   Gu ide   a c c o r d i n g   to  c l a i m   i,  c h a r a c t e r i s e d   in  t h a t  

s a i d   c o v e r   p i e c e   f o r   c o u p l i n g   at   l e a s t   one  end  of  a  s e c t i o n   o f  

r a i l   c o m p r i s e s   a  f i r s t   h o l l o w   o u t e r   p o r t i o n   d e s i g n e d   f o r   i t s  

a t t a c h m e n t   to  t he   w a l l   or  c e i l i n g ;   a  s e c o n d   m i d d l e   p o r t i o n   w i t h  

15  i n n e r   s h o u l d e r s   d e s i g n e d   f o r   r e s t i n g   a g a i n s t   the.  i n n e r   f l a n g e s  

of  t h e   r a i l   and  w i t h   a  l o w e r   r e c e s s   fo r   h o u s i n g   t h e   head  of  a 

c u r t a i n   hange r . :   and  a  t h i r d   i n n e r   p o r t i o n   c o n s i s t i n g   of  a  b l o c K  

d e s i g n e d   so  t h a t   a  v e r t i c a l   s c r e w   may  be  t h r e a d e d   in  f o r  

t i g h t e n i n g   a g a i n s t   t he   i n s i d e   of  t he   top  arm  of  t he   r a i l   f o r  

20  a t t a c h m e n t   p u r p o s e s .  

4 . -   Gu ide   a c c o r d i n g   to'  c l a i m   1,  c h a r a c t e r i s e d   in  t h a t  

i t   c o m p r i s e s   at   l e a s t   one  s t o p   and  h a n g e r   p i e c e ,   c o n s i s t i n g   o f  

a  l o w e r   p o r t i o n   w i t h   a  h a n g e r   r i n g   and  an  u p p e r   p o r t i o n   w h i c h  

is  made  up  of  a  v e r t i c a l   s t em  and  a  r e c t a n g u l a r - s h a p e d   p l a t e d  

25  p e r p e n d i c u l a r   to  t he   s t e m ,   s a i d   p l a t e   b e i n g   s l i g h t l y   d o m e d  



0 2 4 7 9 6 0  

- 1 5 -  

u n d e r n e a t h   and  i t   has   a  w i t h   s o m e w h a t   l e s s   t h a t   of  t h e   b o t t o m  

l o n g i t u d i n a l   o p e n i n g   in  t h e i r   r a i l   and  a  l e n g t h   s o m e w h a t   l e s s  

t h a t   of   t h e   i n s i d e   w i t h   of  t h e   r a i l   b e i n g   a l l   t h i s   so  d e s i g n e d  

t h a t   i f   t h e   v e r t i c a l   s t em  of  t h e   s t o p   and  h a n g e r   p i e c e   i s  

5  i n s e r t e d   v e r t i c a l l y   i n t o   t h e   r a i l   in  such   a  way  t h a t   t h e   p l a t e  

p e r p e n d i c u l a r   to  t h e   s t em   is   s i t u a t e d   l e g t h w i s e   to  t h e  

l o n g i t u d i n a l   o p e n i n g   in  t h e   r a i l   t h i s   s t o p   and  h a n g e r   p i e c e   i s  

t h e n   t u r n e d   t h r o u n g h   902,   i t   b e c o m e s   f i r m l y   e n g a g e d   in  t h e   r a i l  

w i t h   t h e   s t em  r e s t i n g   a g a i n s t   t h e   i n s i d e   of  t he   top  h o r i z o n t a l  

10  arm  of  t h e   r a i l   and  w i t h   t h e   p l a t e   p e r p e n d i c u l a r   to  t h e   s t e m  

r e s t i n g   a g a i n s t   t h e   i n - b e n t   e n d s   of  the   s i d e   a r m s .  

5 . -   Gu ide   a c c o r d i n g   to  c l a i m   I,  c h a r a c t e r i s e d   in  t h a t  

i t   c o m p r i s e s   a t   l e a s t   one  l o c K i n g   p i e c e   f o r   t h e   o p e n i n g   in  t h e  

r a i l   w h i c h   has   a  b a s i c a l l y   f l a t t e n e d   r e c t a n g u l a r   c o n f i g u r a t i o n  

15  w i t h   an  i n v e r t e d   U  c r o s s   s e c t i o n ,   h a v i n g   i t s   s i d e   a r m s  

l e n g h w i s e   g r o o v e s   d e s i g n e d   to  a c c e p t   t h e   r e s p e c t i v e   f r e e   e d g e s  

of  t h e   r a i l   a r m s ,   t h i s   l o c K i n g   p i e c e   b e i n g   c o m p o s e d   of  a  

r e s i l i e n t   f l e x i b l e   m a t e r i a l   wh ich   a l l o w s   i t   to  be  p r e s s e d   up  

i n t o   t h e   o p e n i n g   in  t h e   r a i l   t h r o u g h   e l a s t i c   d e f o r m a t i o n   of  t h e  

20  p i e c e ,   and  i t   is  a l s o   r e m o v e d   t r o u g h   e l a s t i c   d e f o r m a t i o n   by  

p r e s s i n g   i t s   s i d e   arms  t o w a r d s   each   o t h e r   u n t i l   t h e   e n d s   of  t h e  

r a i l   s i d e   arms  a r e   r e l e a s e d   f rom  t h e   s i d e   g r o o v e s   in  t h e   p i e c e .  

&.-  Guide   a c c o r d i n g   to  c l a i m ,   '1  c h a r a c t e r i s e d   in  t h a t  

t h e   a f o r e - m e n t i o n e d   c r o s s o v e r   and  o v e r l a p   d e v i c e   c o m p r i s e s   o n e  

25  or  two  s u p p l e m e n t a r y   c u r t a i n   s u p p o r t   s l i d e s ,   e ach   of  t h e s e  
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h a v i n g   a  p a i r   of  s l i p   e l e m e n t s   l o c a t e d   on  top   of  t h e   e n d s   o f  

t h e   s l i d e   and  p r o v i d e d   w i t h   a  f l a t ,   s m o o t h ,   h o r i z o n t a l   t o p  

s u r f a c e   d e s i g n e d   to  c a r r y   t h e   c u r t a i n   c o r d s ,   e a c h   of  t h e s e   s l i p  

e l e m e n t s   h a v i n g   a  t r a n s v e r s e   s h a r p   edge  at   t h e   back  d e s i g n e d   t o  

5  h e l p   g u i d e   the   c o r d s   on  t h e i r   way  down  to  t he   body  of  t h e  

s l i d e ,   h i s   body  c o n s i s t i n g   of  a  h o r i z o n t a l   U - s e c t i o n   p l a t e  

p o s i t i o n e d   v e r t i c a l l y   and  p r o v i d e d   w i t h   a  c e n t r e   h o l e ,   t w o  

n o t c h e s   in  t he   b o t t o m   edge   and  a  l o w e r   t r a n s v e r s e   f l a n g e   w i t h  

an  i n v e r t e d   T  c r o s s   s e c t i o n ,   b e i n g   a l l   t h i s   to  a l l o w   t h e   c o r d  

10  to  be  wound  t h r o u g h   t h e   h o l e   and  t h e   n o t c h e s   so  t h a t   t h e   s l i d e  

is  f i r m l y   a t t a c h e d   to  t h e   c o r d .   e v e r y   s l i d e   body  h a v i n g   a  h o l e  

be low  each   s l i p   e l e m e n t   e i t h e r   to  r e c e i v e   a  h a n g e r   of  t h e  

m o v i n g   end  or  ends   of  t h e   c u r a t i n   or  s u i t a b l e   f a s t e n i n g s   f o r   a 

c o n v e n t i o n a l   r e v e r s i b l e   c r o s s o v e r   or  o v e r l a p   p l a t e ,   h a v i n g -   a l s o  

15  h o l e s   f o r   r e c e i v i n g   c u r t a i n   h a n g e r s   or  an  o p e r a t i n g   r o d .  

7 . -   Guide   a c c o r d i n g   to  c l a i m   1,  c h a r a c t e r i s e d   in  t h a t  

t h e   s t r e t c h e r s   c o m p r i s e   a t   l e a s t   one  c o r d   g r a v i t y   p e n s i o n i n g  

d e v i c e   which   c o n s i s t s   of  a  c e n t r e   w e i g h t   body  w i t h   h e a d s   f i r m l y  

a t t a c h e d   at   e i t h e r   end  t h a t   a l s o   hang  f rom  the   c o r d   l o o p ,   e a c h  

20  of  t h e s e   c o m p r i s i n g   a  h o l l o w   o u t e r   cap  w i t h   an  i n l e t   in  i t s   e n d  

b a s e   f o r   t he   c o r d ,   in  a p p r o x i m a t e l y   s e m i c i r c u m f e r e n t   i a l   a r c ,   i t  

a l s o   h a v i n g   an  L - s e n t i o n   i n n e r   m i d d l e   p o r t i o n   w i t h   a  

h a l f - d o u g h n u t - s h a p e d   n o t c h   to  p r e v e n t   f o r t u i t o u s   m o v e m e n t   o f  

t he   c o r d ,   i n s i d e   e a c h   cap  t h e r e   b e i n g   r e i n f o r c e m e n t   r i b s   w h i c h  

25  a l s o   a c t   as  s t o p s   f o r   t h e   c e n t r a l   load   b o d y .  
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8 . -   Gu ide   a c c o r d i n g   to.  c l a i m   1,  c h a r a c t e r i s e d   in  t h a t  

e a c h   s u p p o r t   f i x t u r e   c o m p r i s e s   a  l o c K p l a t e   f o r   f a s t e n i n g   to  t h e  

h o r i z o n t a l   arm  of   an  a n g l e   b r a c k e t   or  d i r e c t l y   to  t h e   c e i l i n g ,  

t h e   l o c k p i a t e   b e i n g   f i t t e d   w i t h   a  s w i v e l   p l a t e   w i t h   b o t t o m   f i n s  

5  f o r   f i t t i n g   i n t o   s i d e   g r o o v e s   of  a  l e n g t h w i s e   i n v e r t e d  

T - s e c t i o n   c h a n n e l   in  t h e   r a i l ,   h a v i n g   t h i s   s w i v e l   p l a t e   a 

c u r v e d   o p e r a t i n g   r o d .  
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