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(54)  A  means  for  training  golf  swings. 

@  A  means  for  training  golf  swings.  It  is  desirable  when 
training  golf  strokes  to  be  able  to  practice  without  having  to 
visit  a  golf  course  or  training  range,  or  having  to  have  con- 
siderable  space.  This  desire  has  been  satisfied  by  attaching  an 
air  ball  (7)  by  means  of  a  cord  (6)  to  an  attachment  device  (5) 
secured  to  a  post  (3)  where,  after  being  teed  off,  the  ball 
describes  a  circular  trajectory  around  the  post  3.  The  golfer  can 
hit  an  air  ball  (7)  with  full  force  and  then  replace  it  on  the  tee 
ready  for  the  next  stroke,  without  having  to  move.  The  device 
takes  up  an  area  of  about  0.5  m2. 
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The  p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n   r e l a t e s   to  a  s t r o k e   t r a i n e r   for  g o l f e r s ,   u s i n g  

o r d i n a r y   golf   c lubs   and  a i r   b a l l s .   The  means  has  been  s p e c i f i c a l l y  

developed  for   g o l f e r s   but  is  a lso  s u i t a b l e   for   p r a c t i s i n g   o ther   games  i n  

which  an  a i r   ba l l   can  be  u s e d .  

5  S p e c i a l   a r r a n g e m e n t s   such  as  a  golf   course   or  t r a i n i n g   range  are  r e q u i r e d  

for   p r a c t i s i n g   s t r o k e s   with  a  golf   b a l l ,   or  a  c e r t a i n   amount  of  space  f o r  

p r a c t i s i n g   with  an  a i r   b a l l .   I t   would  be  d e s i r a b l e   to  be  able  to  p r a c t i s e  

wi thout   these   a r r a n g e m e n t s ,   s a f e l y   and  in  a  smal l   space .   Pa ten t   a p p l i -  

c a t i o n   4250/72  a d m i t t e d l y   o f f e r s   a  s o l u t i o n   to  t h i s   problem,  but  even  h e r e  

10  a  c e r t a i n   amount  of  space  is  r e q u i r e d .  

The  ob j ec t   of  the  i n v e n t i o n   is  to  p rov ide   a  r i s k - f r e e   t r a i n i n g   means, 

r e q u i r i n g   a  minimum  of  space  (approx.   0.5  m  ),  and  wi thou t   sp r ing   m e a n s ,  

e n a b l i n g   an  a i r   ba l l   to  be  h i t   with  f u l l   fo rce   and  where,  a f t e r   h a v i n g  

teed  o f f ,   the  g o l f e r   can  r e p l a c e   the  ba l l   on  the  tee  wi thout   having  t o  

2_  5  move  . 

This  ob j ec t   has  been  ach ieved   a cco rd ing   to  the  i n v e n t i o n   by  means  of  a  

p r a c t i c e   means  in  which  the  b a l l ,   secured   to  one  end  of  a  cord  by  a  

l ock ing   p l a t e ,   a f t e r   being  h i t   d e s c r i b e s   a  c i r c u l a r   t r a j e c t o r y   around  a  

post  which  is  connec ted   via  an  a t t achmen t   device   to  the  o ther   end  of  t h e  

20  c o r d .  

In  the  drawings  1  denotes   a  s t roke   s u r f a c e ,   2  a  base,   3  a  pos t ,   4  a  

p r o t e c t i v e   b a l l ,   5  an  a t t a chmen t   dev ice ,   6  a  cord,   7  an  a i r   b a l l ,   8  a  

l ock ing   p l a t e ,   9-10  s p a c e r s ,   and  11  a  h a n d l e .  

F igure   1  shows  a  ske tch   of  the  means  in  use  and  a  s e c t i o n   of  the  t r a i n e r  

25  along  the  l i n e   A-A.  In  the  s e c t i o n   A-A  the  base  2  is  placed  beneath   t h e  

s t roke   s u r f a c e   1  ,  with  the  post  3  p r o t r u d i n g   th rough  the  s t roke   s u r f a c e   1  . 

The  upper  par t   of  the  post  is  such  tha t   the  a t t a chmen t   device  5  is  k e p t  

apar t   from  the  s t r o k e   s u r f a c e   1  .  A  removable  p r o t e c t i v e   ba l l   4  is  l o c a t e d  

at  the  top  end  of  the  post  3,  to  provide  p r o t e c t i o n   and  keep  the  a t t a c h -  

30  ment  device   5  in  p l ace .   The  cord  6  is  secured   to  the  a t t achmen t   device   5 
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which  absorbs   r o t a r y   movement  in  the  cord  6.  The  ba l l   7  is  t h readed   o n t o  

the  cord  6  and  is  held  in  p lace   by  a  l o c k i n g   p l a t e   8  passed  over  the  cord  6 

which  has  a  knot  at  the  end.  The  l o c k i n g   p l a t e   8  is  p rovided  with  a  

c e n t r a l   hole   wi th   a  s l i t   to  to  the  edge  of  the  p l a t e ,   e n a b l i n g   quick  a n d  

5  s imple   r e p l a c e m e n t   of  b a l l s .  

F igu re   2  shows  d i f f e r e n t   embodiment  of  a  post  3  p e r t a i n i n g   to  the  t r a i n e r .  

Two  s p a c e r s   9  and  10  are  u t i l i z e d   he re ,   movably  passed  over  the  rod  3,  i n  

order   to  keep  the  a t t a c h m e n t   device   5  at  the  d e s i r e d   d i s t a n c e   from  t h e  

ground.   The  post   3  is  p rov ided   with  a  handle   11  s ince   i t   is  i n s e r t e d   i n t o  

10  the  ground  when  being  u s e d .  

The  t r a i n e r   shown  in  F igure   1  is  p laced  on  the  ground  or  the  f l o o r ,  

whereas  in  the  embodiment  shown  in  F igure   2  the  post  3  is  i n s e r t e d   i n t o  

the  ground.   The  a i r   b a l l   7  is  then  p laced  so  t h a t   the  cord  6  is  t a u t ,   t h e  

b a l l   7  is   h i t   t a n g e n t   i a l l y   and  is  thus  put  i n to   t r a j e c t o r y   around  i t s  

15  a t t a c h m e n t   to  the  post  3.  The  ba l l   7  w i l l   s top  r e v o l v i n g   a f t e r   a b o u t  

10  seconds  and  can  then  be  r e p l a c e d   on  the  tee   ready  for  ano the r   s t r o k e .  
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CLAIMS 

1.  A  means  for   t r a i n i n g   golf   swings ,   compr i s ing   a  s t r o k e   s u r f a c e  

(1),   a  base  (2) ,   a  post  (3),   a  p r o t e c t i v e   b a l l   (4) ,   an  a t t a c h m e n t   d e v i c e  

(5),   a  cord  (6) ,   an  a i r   ba l l   (7) ,   a  l o c k i n g   p l a t e   (8) ,   and  two  s p a c e r s  

(9,  10),  c h a r a c t e r i s e d   in  tha t   said  means  is  so  a r r anged   tha t   a f t e r   b e i n g  

5  h i t   the  ba l l   (7)  d e s c r i b e s   a  c i r c u l a r   t r a j e c t o r y .  

2.  A  means  a c c o r d i n g   to  claim  1,  c h a r a c t e r i s e d   i n  

t ha t   the  base  is  l o c a t e d   beneath   the  s t r o k e   s u r f a c e   (1),   with  the  p o s t  

(3)  p r o t r u d i n g   th rough  the  s t roke   s u r f a c e   ( 1 ) .  

3.  A  means  a c c o r d i n g   to  claim  1,  c h a r a c t e r i s e d   i n  

10  tha t   the  upper  p o r t i o n   of  the  post  (3)  is  so  des igned   as  to  p r even t   t h e  

a t t a c h m e n t   device   (5)  from  f a l l i n g   down  to  the  s t r o k e   s u r f a c e   (1) ,   a n d  

tha t   the  upper  end  of  the  post  (3)  is  p rov ided   with  a  p r o t e c t i v e   b a l l   ( 4 ) .  

4.  A  means  a c c o r d i n g   to  claim  1,  c h a r a c t e r i s e d   i n  

tha t   the  a t t a c h m e n t   device   (5)  between  the  post   (3)  and  cord  (6)  a b s o r b s  

15  r o t a r y   movement  from  the  cord  ( 6 ) .  

5.  A  means  a c c o r d i n g   to  claim  1,  c h a r a c t e r i s e d   i n  

tha t   to  a t t a c h   the  ba l l   (7)  to  the  cord  (6),   i t   is  t h r e a d e d   onto  the  c o r d  

(6),   said  cord  (6)  being  provided  with  a  knot  at  the  end  and  the  l o c k i n g  

p l a t e   (8)  having  a  c e n t r a l   hole  and  a.  s l i t ,   is  t h e r e a f t e r   f i t t e d   over  t h e  

20  cord  ( 6 ) .  

6.  A  means  a c c o r d i n g   to  one  or  more  of  c laims  1-3,  c h a r a c -  

t e r i s e d   in  tha t   movable  space r s   (9,  10)  are  a r ranged   on  the  p o s t  

(3)  to  r e t a i n   the  a t t achmen t   device  (5)  of  the  cord  (6)  at  the  c o r r e c t  

he igh t   . 
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