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@  A  curtain  for  decorating  and/or  separating  rooms,  made 
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Cur ta in   for  d e c o r a t i n g   and /or   s e p a r a t i n g   rooms  and  a c c e s s o r i e s  

to  be  used  thereby   for  suspending  or  mounting  the  c u r t a i n .  

The  i nven t ion   r e l a t e s   to  a  c u r t a i n   for  decora t ing   a n d / o r  

s e p a r a t i n g   rooms,  made  of  paper  or  a  papery  mater ia l   which  has  been 

prepared  to  be  f l a m e - r e s i s t a n t .   The  i nven t ion   furthermore  r e l a t e s   to  t h e  

a c c e s s o r i e s   for  suspending  or  mounting  said  c u r t a i n .  

From  the  B r i t i s h   pa t en t   s p e c i f i c a t i o n   524,842  (1940)  there   i s  

known  a  c u r t a i n   or  Venet ian  b l ind   which  is  made  of  paper  and  is  of  such  

a  c o n s t r u c t i o n   that   i t   can  be  provided  quickly  for  bl inding  windows.  

However,  th is   is  not  a  b e a u t i f u l   supple  cu r t a in   but  ra ther   a  t e c h n i c a l ,  
cheap  c o n s t r u c t i o n   for  da rken ing   windows. 

The  aim  is  now  to  ob ta in   a  decora t ive ,   comparat ively   cheap  
c u r t a i n   for  s u b s t i t u t i n g   the  t e x t i l e   c u r t a i n s   used  up  to  now,  e s p e c i a l l y  
in  r e s idences   or  b u i l d i n g s   where  c u r t a i n s   are  often  changed.  Also  t h e  

replacement   of  t e x t i l e   c u r t a i n s   in  h o s p i t a l s   and  nursing  homes  and  t h e  

l i ke ,   where  the  c u r t a i n s   are  used  for  separa t ing   beds,  is  b e i n g  
c o n s i d e r e d .  

One  of  the  most  impor tan t   demands  that  must  be  made  of  such  

c u r t a i n s   is  that   they  are  made  f i r e - p r o o f .   Making  paper  f i r e - p r o o f   is  a 
technique   well-known  by  i t s e l f   and  is  descr ibed   i . a .   in  the  Dutch  p a t e n t  
a p p l i c a t i o n   7411951,  in  the  European  pa tent   app l i ca t i on   59,850  and  i n  
the  German  " O f f e n l e g u n g s s c h r i f t "   2 , 1 5 7 , 9 0 4 .  

Also  the  t e x t i l e   c u r t a i n s   mostly  used  at  present   are  p r e f e r a b l y  

f i r e - p r o o f ,   but  these  t e x t i l e   c u r t a i n s   are  comparat ively  e x p e n s i v e ,  
because  of  the  m a t e r i a l s   used,  the  process ing   cost  and  the  mount ing  
method.  
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In  l i v i n g - r o o m s   the  c o m p a r a t i v e l y   high  cost   of  c u r t a i n s   can  be 

r ega rded   as  a  r e l a t i v e   f a c t o r   as  these   c u r t a i n s   can  o f ten   be  used  for  a  

l onge r   p e r i o d .   In  case  of  a  t emporary   accommodation,   however,   i t   may  be 

d e s i r a b l e   to  use  a  cheap  m a t e r i a l   which  can  e a s i l y   be  r e p l a c e d   and 

adap ted   to  the  wishes   of  the  new,  temporary   r e s i d e n t s .   This  problem  w i t h  

regard   to  the  c o m p a r a t i v e l y   e x p e n s i v e   c u r t a i n s   plays  an  even  l a r g e r   r o l e  

in  b u s i n e s s   accommodat ions   such  as  e x h i b i t i o n s   of  a  t empora ry   n a t u r e  

where  rooms  are   c r e a t e d   by  hanging  c u r t a i n s .   In  such  rooms  i t   i s  

c e r t a i n l y   d e s i r a b l e   t h a t   the  s e p a r a t i o n   of  rooms  is  c a r r i e d   out  in  t h e  

c h e a p e s t   p o s s i b l e   manner.  This  is  even  more  t rue  of  h o s p i t a l s ,   n u r s i n g  

homes  and  the  l i k e   where  rooms  are  c r e a t e d   around  beds,  which  rooms  a r e  

p a r t i t i o n e d   off   by  means  of  c u r t a i n s   which  need  to  be  washed  and 

d e c o n t a m i n a t e d   c o m p a r a t i v e l y   o f t e n ,   which  are  expens ive   o p e r a t i o n s ,  

e s p e c i a l l y   because   of  the  cos t   of  l a b o u r .   It   has  been  t r i e d   to  f ind  a  

m a t e r i a l   for  s u b s t i t u t i n g   the  c o m p a r a t i v e l y   expens ive   c u r t a i n s ,   wh ich  

m a t e r i a l   can  be  suspended   in  a  s imple   manner .  

According  to  the  i n v e n t i o n   a  s o l u t i o n   has  now  been  found  f o r  

t h i s   problem  and  i t   is  c h a r a c t e r i z e d   in  tha t   with  the  c u r t a i n s   m e n t i o n e d  

in  the  preamble  a  hem  is  p rov ided   at  the  upper  s ide  having  p l a t e - s h a p e d  

r e i n f o r c e m e n t s   which  are  p rov ided   r e g u l a r l y   spaced  from  each  o the r   i n  

order   to  ob t a in   r e g u l a r   f o l d i n g .  

The  i n v e n t i o n ,   t h e r e f o r e ,   does  not  only  r e l a t e   to  t h e  

s u b s t i t u t i o n   of  the  m a t e r i a l   for  the  c u r t a i n s   which  haven  been  used  so  

f a r ,   but  a lso  to  the  mounting  means  and /or   systems  p r e f e r a b l y   to  be  u s e d  

for  suspending   t hese   "paper   c u r t a i n s " .  

The  i n v e n t i o n   w i l l   now  be  f u r t h e r   exp la ined   in  the  f o l l o w i n g  

d e s c r i p t i o n ,   whereby  r e f e r e n c e   is  made  to  the  accompanying  drawing,   i n  

w h i c h :  

f ig  1  i l l u s t r a t e s   a  mounting  of  a  c u r t a i n   a c c o r d i n g   to  t h e  

i n v e n t i o n   which  is  to  be  s u s p e n d e d ,  

f ig  2  i l l u s t r a t e s   a  d e t a i l   of  the  top  side  of  a  mounting  s y s t e m  

p r e f e r a b l y   to  be  u s e d ,  

fig  3  i l l u s t r a t e s   a  f u r t h e r   d e t a i l   c o n s t r u c t i o n   of  the  hem  o f  

the  c u r t a i n   used  in  f i g s   1  and  2 ,  

fig  4  is  an  a l t e r n a t i v e   for  a  suspens ion   system  as  i l l u s t r a t e d  

in  f i g s   1  and  2 ,  

fig  5  is  a  d e t a i l   of  a  top  view  of  the  s u s p e n s i o n   s y s t e m  
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accord ing   to  f ig   4 ,  

fig  6  is  a  f r o n t   and  side  view  of  the  clamping  means  a s  
i l l u s t r a t e d   in  f ig   4 ,  

fig  7  is  a  par t   of  a  mounting  means  for  suspending  c u r t a i n s ,  
fig  8  i l l u s t r a t e s   an  o ther   p o s s i b i l i t y   for  p r o v i d i n g   c u r t a i n s  

and 

fig  9  i l l u s t r a t e s   an  example  of  the  use  of  c u r t a i n s   a c c o r d i n g   t o  
the  i n v e n t i o n .  

A  m a t e r i a l   p r e f e r a b l y   to  be  used  for  producing  such  c u r t a i n s   i s  
a  papery  m a t e r i a l   such  as  non-woven  c o n s i s t i n g   of  s e v e r a l   l a y e r s .   An 
example  of  such  a  non-woven  is  a  m a t e r i a l   which  is  marketed  by  K i m b e r l y -  
Clark  (England)  under  the  brand  name  "Evo lu t ion"   and  which  c o n s i s t s   o f  
three   l aye r s   of  p o l y p r o p y l e n e .  

In  f ig   1  r e f e r e n c e   number  1  i n d i c a t e s   the  c u r t a i n   (in  t h e  
f u r t h e r   d e s c r i p t i o n   the  word  " c u r t a i n "   wi l l   be  used  to  i n d i c a t e   t h e  
c u r t a i n   acco rd ing   to  the  i n v e n t i o n ,   made  of  paper  or  a  papery  m a t e r i a l ) .  
Said  c u r t a i n   1  is  mounted  by  means  of  cord  2,  which  is  t h r e a d e d   t h r o u g h  
holes  3  at  the  upper  s i d e .   The  cord  2  may  be  provided  in  the  ou te r   e n d s  
of  two  v e r t i c a l l y   a d j u s t a b l e   tubes  4  which  are  clamped  between  bottom  5 
and  c e i l i n g   6  by  means  of  the  clamping  p l a t e s   8  and  9  as  i l l u s t r a t e d   i n  
fig  7.  The  fo lds   7  in  c u r t a i n   1  are  ob ta ined   by  p rov id ing   r e i n f o r c e m e n t s  
15  in  the  hem  at  the  upper  s i de ,   as  i l l u s t r a t e d   in  f ig  3.  By  p r o v i d i n g  
said  p l a t e - s h a p e d   r e i n f o r c e m e n t s   at  r e g u l a r l y   spaced  d i s t a n c e s ,   t h e  
fo lds   7  are  formed  at  r e g u l a r   d i s t a n c e s   in  the  c u r t a i n   1,  so  t ha t   t h e  
c u r t a i n   1  a cco rd ing   to  the  i n v e n t i o n   hangs  l ike   a  c o n v e n t i o n a l   c u r t a i n .  

Figs  2  and  3  i l l u s t r a t e   a  d e t a i l   c o n s t r u c t i o n   of  the  upper  hem, 
from  which  i t   appears   t ha t   in  f ig  3  the  p l a t e - s h a p e d   r e i n f o r c e m e n t s   15 
are  provided  at  r e g u l a r l y   spaced  d i s t a n c e s   in  the  hem  11.  In  the  p l a t e -  
shaped  r e i n f o r c e m e n t s   15  there   have  been  provided  holes   3,  which  
correspond  with  the  ho les   3  i l l u s t r a t e d   in  f igs   1  and  2.  The  p l a t e -  
shaped  r e i n f o r c e m e n t s   15  are  p r e f e r a b l y   made  of  ca rdboard   or  of  a  
p l a s t i c   m a t e r i a l   and  sa id   p l a t e s   15  are  i n i t i a l l y   in tended   to  p r o d u c e  
the  fo lds   7  and  to  r e i n f o r c e   the  hem  around  hole  3,  to  p reven t   i t   f rom 
t e a r i n g .  

Fig  4  i l l u s t r a t e s   an  other   embodiment  for  suspend ing   t h e  
c u r t a i n s   accord ing   to  the  i n v e n t i o n ,   whereby  in  the  c u r t a i n ,   and  so  i n  
the  hem,  the re   are  provided  p l a t e - s h a p e d   r e i n f o r c e m e n t s   in  order   t o  
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o b t a i n   the  r e g u l a r e   f o l d s   ,  but  these   p l a t e - s h a p e d   r e i n f o r c e m e n t s   are  n o t  

p rov ided   with  ho l e s   as  i l l u s t r a t e d   in  f i g s   2  and  3.  The  c u r t a i n  

a c c o r d i n g   to  f i g s   4  and  5  is  simply  suspended  in  e x i s t i n g   r a i l s   30  by 

means  of  a  hook  mechanism  32  provided  on  a  c lamping  means  31.  S a i d  

clamping  means  with  hook  32  is  i l l u s t r a t e d   in  more  d e t a i l   in  fig  6 ,  

whereby  the  s i de   view  shows  t ha t   the  clamping  means  c o n s i s t s   of  two  l e g s  

36  which  at   t h e i r   i nne r   s ides   are  provided  with  t oo thed   r e c e s s e s   37  so  

tha t   the  hem  of  the  c u r t a i n   can  be  clamped  t h e r e i n .   The  hook  32  i s  

p r o v i d e d ,   p r e f e r a b l y   r o t a t a b l y ,   in  the  c lamping  means  31  so  tha t   t h e r e  

is  a  r e a s o n a b l e   amount  of  freedom  for  the  c u r t a i n   1  to  f a l l   s u p p l e l y   i n  

fo lds   7.  Accord ing   to  f igs   7  and  5  the  f o ld s   in  the  c u r t a i n s   a r e  

f u r t h e r m o r e   a r r a n g e d   by  a  cord  35  d e t e r m i n i n g   the  f o l d .   The  s h o r t e r   t h e  

d i s t a n c e   between  the  clamping  means  31,  as  i l l u s t r a t e d   in  f ig   5  w i t h  

cord  35,  the  more  f o ld s   the re   wi l l   be  in  a  c e r t a i n   l e n g t h   of  t h e  

c u r t a i n .  

The  c u r t a i n s   can  be  mounted  in  s e v e r a l   manners  a g a i n s t   the  w a l l  

or  in  a  room  with  mounting  means  as  i l l u s t r a t e d   in  the  f i g s   7  and  8,  o r  

as  appea r s   from  f i g   9.  Fig  7  i l l u s t r a t e s   a  v e r t i c a l l y   a d j u s t a b l e   tube  4 

which  c o n s i s t s   of  t e l e s c o p i c   t u b u l a r   p a r t s   20  and  21  which  can  be  f i x e d  

by  means  of  f i x i n g   means  17.  I t   is  a l so   p o s s i b l e   to  a d j u s t   the  l o w e r  

t u b u l a r   means  20  v e r t i c a l l y   via  th read   22  which  can  be  se t   by  means  o f  

the  rod  19  which  c o - o p e r a t e s   with  opening  18.  The  t u b u l a r   c o n s t r u c t i o n  

as  i l l u s t r a t e d   in  f ig   7  can  be  s u c c e s s f u l l y   used  at  a  random  spot  in  a  

room  for  p r o v i d i n g   c u r t a i n s   there   wi thou t   a  wall   being  needed.  A 

m o d i f i c a t i o n   with  r ega rd   to  the  c o n s t r u c t i o n   in  f ig   7  is   t h a t   when  t h e r e  

is  no  c e i l i n g   p r e s e n t   in  the  room  or  a  c e i l i n g   which  is  too  high,   t h e  

c o n s t r u c t i o n   4  is  made  s u f f i c i e n t l y   s t u r d y ,   at  l e a s t   s t a b l e   enough  f o r  

the  c u r t a i n   to  remain  suspended  from  the  cord  2,  which  is  led  t h r o u g h  

opening  16  of  the  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,   wi thou t   the  c lamping  p l a t e   9  being  u s e d .  

For  mounting  the  c u r t a i n s   a g a i n s t   a  wall  the  hook-shaped   c o n s t r u c t i o n   a s  

i l l u s t r a t e d   in  f ig   8  may  be  used,  said  hook  25  being  mounted  a g a i n s t   t h e  

wall  by  means  of  b o l t s   27,  which  f ix  the  hook  a g a i n s t   the  wall   via  t h e  

openings   26.  The  cord  2  is  f ixed   in  opening  29  by  means  of  a  s u i t a b l e  

n i p p l e .  

Fig  9  i l l u s t r a t e s   an  example  of  an  a p p l i c a t i o n   for  s c r e e n i n g   o f f  

beds  in  h o s p i t a l s ,   nu r s ing   homes  and  the  l i k e .   In  h o s p i t a l s   and  the  l i k e  

many  c u r t a i n s   are  used  in  t h i s   manner  and  they  have  to  be  washed 
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r e g u l a r l y .   This  is  a  labour   i n t e n s i v e   p rocess   and  the  c u r t a i n s   a r e  

c o m p a r a t i v e l y   e x p e n s i v e .   Now  i t   wi l l   be  p o s s i b l e   to  use  r e l a t i v e l y   c h e a p  

c u r t a i n s   for  t h i s   purpose  and  the  c u r t a i n s   may  be  p rov ided   with  p r i n t i n g  

which  may  be  s p e c i f i c   for  t ha t   p a r t i c u l a r   h o s p i t a l   or  nu r s ing   home. 

After   some  time  sa id   paper  c u r t a i n   may  be  s u b s t i t u t e d   for  an  o t h e r  

c u r t a i n ,   whereby  the  used  c u r t a i n   may  be  d e s t r o y e d   in  a  manner  usual   i n  

h o s p i t a l s ,   p o s s i b l y   by  burn ing .   In  h o s p i t a l s   the  c u r t a i n s   may  be 

suspended  from  the  r a i l   systems  p r e s e n t   t h e r e ,   by  means  of  a  s u s p e n s i o n  

a c c o r d i n g   to  f ig   4  or  by  l e av ing   out  the  rope  2  in  f ig   2  and  hooking  up 

e x i s t i n g   hooks  i n to   the  holes   3 .  

The  c u r t a i n s   a c c o r d i n g   to  the  i n v e n t i o n   may  a l so   be  used  f o r  

s p e c i f i c   purposes   such  as  c u r t a i n s   which  are  hung  dur ing   the  C h r i s t i n a s  

season,   because  they  are  provided  with  a  c e r t a i n   p a t t e r n   or  c e r t a i n  

f i g u r e s ,   or  for  o the r   h o l i d a y s .   Another  advan t age   of  the  c u r t a i n s  

acco rd ing   to  the  i n v e n t i o n   is  t ha t   a p a r t   from  being  cheap  and  e a s i l y  

mountable  and  d i s m o u n t a b l e   ,  they  o f f e r   more  p o s s i b i l i t i e s   for  t h e  

i n t e r i o r   d e s i g n e r   to  adapt   the  c u r t a i n s   to  the  s u r r o u n d i n g s ,   or  to  t h e  

purposes   aimed  a t ,   because  these   c u r t a i n s   can  be  p rov ided   with  t h e  

d e s i r e d   p r i n t i n g   more  e a s i l y   and  cheaper   than  is  the  case  with  t h e  

e x i s t i n g   c u r t a i n s   made  of  a  t e x t i l e   m a t e r i a l .  
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C L A I M S  

1.  A  c u r t a i n   for  d e c o r a t i n g   and /or   s e p a r a t i n g   rooms,  made  o f  

paper  or  a  papery   m a t e r i a l   which  has  been  p r e p a r e d   to  be  f l a m e -  

r e s i s t a n t ,   c h a r a c t e r i z e d   in  t ha t   a  hem  is  p rovided   a t   the  upper  s i d e ,  

with  plate—  shaped  r e i n f o r c e m e n t s   at  r e g u l a r   d i s t a n c e s   from  one  a n o t h e r  

in  o rde r   to  o b t a i n   r e g u l a r   f o l d s .  

2.  A  c u r t a i n   a c c o r d i n g   to  claim  1,  c h a r a c t e r i z e d   in  t h a t  

c lamping  means  31  can  be  p rovided   on  the  p l a t e - s h a p e d   r e i n f o r c e m e n t s ,  

sa id   c l amping   means  being  suspendab le   in  r a i l s   v ia   a  hook  mechanism 

( 3 2 ) .  

3.  A  c u r t a i n   a c c o r d i n g   to  claim  2,  c h a r a c t e r i z e d   in  t h a t   t h e  

c lamping  means  are   i n t e r c o n n e c t e d   by  means  of  a  s t r i n g   (35)  which  

d e t e r m i n e s   the  f o l d .  

A.  A  c u r t a i n   a c c o r d i n g   to  c laims  2-3,  c h a r a c t e r i z e d   in  t h a t   t h e  

hook  mechanism  is   r o t a t a b l e   in  the  clamping  means .  

5.  A  c u r t a i n   a c c o r d i n g   to  claim  1,  c h a r a c t e r i z e d 1   in  tha t   in  t h e  

plate—  shaped  r e i n f o r c e m e n t s   the re   are  provided  ho les   (3)  t h rough   which  a  

cord  (2)  can  be  t h r e a d e d   or  which  can  be  suspended  v ia   a  hook  in  t h e  

runner   (33)  of  the  r a i l .  

6.  A  c u r t a i n   a c c o r d i n g   to  c la ims  1-5,  c h a r a c t e r i z e d   in  t h a t   t h e  

papery  m a t e r i a l   is   a  non-woven  such  as  Evo lu t ion   (brand   n a m e ) .  

7.  A  mount ing  means  for  the  c u r t a i n   a c c o r d i n g   to  c la ims   1 - 6 ,  

c h a r a c t e r i z e d   in  t h a t   said  means  c o n s i s t s   of  v e r t i c a l l y   a d j u s t a b l e   t u b e s  

(4)  which  are  p r o v i d e d   at  t h e i r   upper  s ides   with  an  opening  (16)  f o r  

p r o v i d i n g   the  cord  (2 ) ,   said  tubes  (4)  being  p rov ided   at   both  s ides   w i t h  

c lamping  p l a t e s   ( 8 / 9 J ,   so  t ha t   the  tube  (4)  can  be  clamped  between  t h e  
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c e i l i n g   and  the  f l o o r .  

8.  A  mounting  means  for  the  c u r t a i n   accord ing   to  c la ims  1 - 6 ,  

c h a r a c t e r i z e d   in  t h a t   i t   c o n s i s t s   of  a  hook  (25)  which  can  be  f i x e d  

a g a i n s t   the  wall  wi th   one  leg  and  which  o ther   leg  is  p rov ided   with  a n  

opening  (29)  for  p a s s i n g   th rough   and  clamping  the  cord  ( 2 ) .  

9.  A  system  for  p r o v i d i n g   c u r t a i n s   in  a  r a i l   by  means  o f  

runne r s ,   c h a r a c t e r i z e d   in  t h a t   the  c u r t a i n   is  f ixed  to  the  r unne r s   ( 3 3 )  

via  clamping  means  (31)  and  hook  mechanisms  (32)  as  mentioned  in  c l a i m s  

2 - 4 .  
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